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By rus TR ANSL ATOR, 


: T HEAE bars: bent extents alien 
of the following work, in the German language ; — 
The firſt, printed at Vienna ; the ſecond, ai ö — 


Each of theſe have been mutilated, in certain places, by 5 


the cenſor, as it may be preſumed, of each city ; fuch 
being the pradlice, in moſt of the Eurofieen ftates, with 
works much leſs free than the Life of Baron Trench, - 
In general, however, they ASYCE ; and the miracle is 
that a book, fo boldly written, ſhauld have leen licenſed, 
No ranger proof can be urged of its authenticity, 7 
ue tranſlation was begun. from the edition of Berkn, 
and was confiderably advanced, in the firſt: volume, 
when the tranflator learned there were two editions, and 
 Þrocured that of Vienna. Previous to this, he had 
read an abſtract of a tranſlation in French, where, fev- 


eral paſſages, omitted in the edition of Berlin, were in- 


Jerted e Aud, finding they connected the narrative, theſe 
he incorporated, but included ſuch paſſages between com- 
mas, intending to inform his readers of their Suppoſed © 
doubful authority e He has fince found that tus Ab. 
feral? of the Life of Baron Tranck, in French, was made. 
From the edition of Vienna ; conſequently, that the few 
paſſages in the following tranſlation, between inverted 
cammas, are not of doubtful authority. 2 


Ch 
ONS 


rm r A 


Je Life of Baron Trenck is, in point of nn 
-@ work of fo extraordinary a nature, that greater liberties 

%]? be taken, of omitting and compreſſing paſſages in 

the tranjlaiton of this, than. would, perhaps, be found 

neceſſary in any other.work,. ſo well worthy of tranſla- 

tion. The author's haſte, his daring ſpirit, his lively 
imagination, and his ſenſibility of heart, were qualities 

D ill adapted to the cool and clear explanation of affairs 
fo intricate, ſo oppreſſive, and which ſo evidently preyed 
pon hus mind as thoſe of his Vienna law-ſuits, in the 
military court of Krieg frath, that his repetitions, com- 
plaints, remonſtrances, appeals to the heart, execrations. 
againſt injuſtice, and the deſponding conſolation he 

found in his own honour and honeſty, are. unceaſeng. 

Surely, However, they are not unmoumg + They are 

often beautiful, often ſublime q and, therefore, have often 

been retained. Sometimes they are omitted or contracted. 
The preface and dedication in the firft volume are not 

inſerted, becaufe they conſiſt only of the ſame thoughts, 

conveyed in nearly the fame words, whack are yu much 

A toelt upon in the work, 

I The dedication has the fingularity of being a 
drefſed to the Ghoſt of Frederic, late King of Pruffia, 
but contains nothing elſe of novelty. Some paſſages are 
Suppreſſed, the omiſſton of which, when read in the Orig 
inal, will need no apology. The Baron had lived in the 
corrupt fchootof F 2 the Great, and had acquired 
Nrange ideas, on certain ſubjects, there dignified by the 
epithet philoſophy : although he preſerved the manly 
. fenſe, even in that court, to abhor its Ganymedes, and 
thereby to incur denunciation * vengeance from the 
monarch, 

' The man of feeling, 100 the friend of freedom wilt. 
read this work-with ſenſations perhaps too ſtrong : 1b 
| will remain an eternal monument of the dreadful, the 
| 8 etadk, the diabolical ers of. 1 ot im. 1 


| ; „See Vol. II. page 66, of the edition printed at 
© Vienna, and Vol. II. page 56, of that of Berlin. 
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„Tie hiſtorian will acquire from it effential informa- 


tion concerning the characters of perſons, courts, and 
kingdoms, haghty illuſtrative of the annals of the preſ- 
ent g . l 

Te philaſapher will meditate on the manners of the 
people of Germany 3 will wonder, while reading, to ree- 


olleft that there, as in flates more improved, fuch num: 


bers ſoul er e, mite; guptant, fr 
her ſtitious, and credulous, whale know edge and fence 


” - 


appear to be ſo far advanced ; will ſigl, to be fo repegt- . 


_ edly told of military courts, and judges condemned to 
Ada EE the effefting 1 of thouſands - 
will inceſſantly reflect, with amazement, at the ſtrange 

Jargon and confuj.on, that ſtiil are ſo univerſal aut 
the globe, as ke reads the words Ring, liberty, uaſſal, 

military ſentence, property, juſt claim, and an infenity 

of other heterogeneous: and incompatible phraſes: con- 

tinually will he eæclaim How many ages yet, oh world, 

muſt thou exit, ere thy ſons ſhall indeed learn iſdam 1 

Ie bool is, rokat it ſhould, be, the perfect reſemblance 


0 
7 


of its author ; an original, bold, and intergſ ing piftuxe. 


Like him, it has its defetts, but they are forgotten in tha 


«dm align of its inherent and maſculine blautics. 
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EXPLANATION @E THE BATH: REPRE« 


SENTING THE BARON, LOADED: WIFH: 
EETTERS IN PRISON. \ 


Round: the neck was a collar of iron. of a hand's 
breadth ; to the ring of which the chains and. 
their whole weight were pendent, The chains 
he was obliged to ſuſtain wich one hand day and 


night, or he would have been in * of being 


ſtrangled. 


Above the elbows were two irons, to which a chain : 
was fixed, behind his back, that paſſed up to the 


neck-collar. Theſe, however, were removed a. 


month after they. Wers Arlt. put a, when the. 
Baron fell ill. 


A broad iron rim was riveted round. His body, "wy 
-tween which and the barichy © A his R 


Was another chain. 


The bar, two feet in engt, was ironed to the band 374 
- cuffs, fo that he could only ng, the end. of * 


fingers i in contact. 


The chains were all fixed to a thick 1 iron lap! in 


the wall. 


A triple row of chains bee to aha night foot; f 


the whole weight, the: 1 arenen 


acting as a lever, was enormous. 


Y - 
% 34 241 Ti 


Viider the ſtaple was a ſeat of bricks; on the: = al 
Fo fide a water-jug. Beneath the feet of . [ 


aron was his tomb-ſtone; with che dame 
FRENC K carved, and a death-head. 
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_ bien Lash Kongthons in Pruſſia, Feb 
zuary 16, 1-726, Gf ont of the moſt: ancient fami- 
lies of the country. My father, a knight of the. 
military order, lord of Great Scharback, Schakulack, 
and Meicken, and major-general of cavalry, died ins 
1740, after having e. eighteen wounds: in the- 
Pruffian ſervice. My mother, defcended from the 
houſe of Derſchau, was daughter of the preſident of- 
the high court at Konigſberg: She had twWo brothers, 
generals of infantry, and a third, miniſter of ſtate, 
and poſtmaſter- general at Berlin. After my father's 
death in 1740, ſhe married Count Loſtange, lieuten - 
ant-colonel in the Kiow regiment of cuiraſſiers, with: 
whom, leaving Pruſſia, ſhe went and reſided at Breſ- 
law. I had two brothers and a ſiſter; my youngeſt- 
brother was taken, by my mother, into Sileſia; the 
other was, alſo, a cornet in this laſt- named regiment 
of Kiow; and my fiſter was married to the only ſon 
of the aged General Valdow, who quitted the ſervice, 
and with whom ſhe lived, in Brandenburg, on his 
3 | | | | My . 
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er neceſſary exerciſes. 
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My anceſtors, both of the male and female line, are 
famous in the chronicles of the North, among the 


ancient Teutonic knights, who conquered Courland, 


Pruſſia, and Livonia. | 
_ I feek not, by this recital, to gain eſtimation, 


much leſs to vaunt of the accident of noble birth, 


which, when unſupported by a noble mind, I hold in 
ſovereign contempt. TY | 
My reaſon for inſiſting on this cireumſtance is, 
that it has been conteſted: and denied by fome, who 
deem high birth to be the only teſt and ſtandard of 
merit. | l 
I write not, however, to a circle fo narrow or ill- 
judging, but to the liberal, and the Wife; to the 


world at large; hoping my ſtory may afford uſeful 


leſſons of morality, infpiring patience, hope, and 
fortitude. Enough, therefore, of, and for ever adieu to, 
my noble anceſtry ; what I have ſaid is ſufficient to 
reſcue my children from all pretended obloquy ; te 
thew they are not vaſſals born; and, as I truſt, to 
inſpire emulation, remembering-their name is Trenck, 


and the examples left by their forefathers. 


By temperament I was choleric, and addicted to 
dae and diſſipation, which laſt defe& my tutors 

ind moſt difficult to overcome: Happily, they 
were aided by xz love of knowledge inherent in me, an 
emulative ſpirit, and a thirſt of fame, which difpoſi- 
tion it Was my father's care to cheriſn. A too great 


- 


conſciouſneſs of innate worth gave me a too great 


degree of -puide, but the endeavaurs of. my inſtructor 
to inſpire humility were not all loſt; and habituak 
reading, well-timed praiſe, and the pleaſures flowing 


from ſcience, made the labours:of ſtudy at length my 


recreation. | 5 
My memory became remarkable; Lwas well read in 


the holy ſcriptures, the claſſics, and ancient hiſtory; 


was intimately acquainted with geography; could 
draw accurately, and learnt fencing, riding, and oth- 
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My religion was Lutheran; but morality, and not 
ſuperſtitious bigotry, or. childiſh fears, was taught 
me by my father, and by the worthy man to whoſe 
care he committed the forming of my heart, and whoſe 
memory I. ſhalt. ever hold in veneration, While a 
boy, I was enterprifing in all the tricks of boys, and 
exerciſed my wit in crafty excuſes : The warmth of 
my paſſions, then and afterwards, gave a ſatyric biting 
caſt. to my ire it has been imagined, by 
thoſe who knew but little of me, I was a dangerous 
man; though, Iam. conſcious, this was a haſty and 
falſe judgment. . n ES 
A ſoldier himſelf, my father would have all his 
ſons the ſame: Thus, when we quarrelled, we were 
not admitted to terminate our diſputes, in the common 
Way, but were provided with wooden ſabres, fheathed 
with leather, and brandiſhing theſe, conteſted, by 
blos, for victory, while our father ſat laughing, 
pleaſed at our valour and addreſs :: But this, and the 
praiſes he beſtowed, had the bad effeft of encourag- 
ing a diſpoſition, which, with paſſions like mine, 
ought carefully to have been eounteractec. 
Covetous of praiſe, and accuſtomed to receive the 
prize, and be the hero of ſcholaſtic. contentions, I 
acquired alſo the bad habit of diſputation, and of im- 
agining myſelf a fage when little more than a boy. 
I became ſtubborn in argument; haſty to correct, in- 
ſtead of patiently liſtening; and, by my prefumption, 
continually liable to incite enmity, NN 


: Gentle to my inferiors, but jealous of contradic- 


tion, and the pride of power, I may hence date the 
origin of all my evils. The abhorrence, too, I had of 
arbitrary power, and its abufe for the ſilent acquieſ- 
cence in which my. education, and book-taught 
principles but ill fitted me, were additional cauſes. : 
How might a man, however great his talents, im- 
bued with the heroic principles of liberty, hope ad- 
vancement and happineſs, . under the deſpotic ank 
iron government of Frederick? I was taught neither 


* 
* . 


8 


. 


a 
— * 
— frm ng a — — BY — 8 : 
* Go. wy - — N 8 * = ks. od by * C p . 
9 b 2 » * L 7 Se; 
"= oY mY ' 
\ 


— — 8 8 _ ET * 
n 8 P 2 0 8 <7 2 Ss BY bl AER. 1 4 K 


rr re 


* — 
aa” 


* . 


eg 


N 


* gags welt * * 
—— n 8 
2 


* 


1 


> of 


POP 7 


RS R 5 


* 


a OS 
* 3 
N = n 


2 " "xa * = 
P 
- o ai * «XL Sr * 
þ * ; Lu 


10 In LIF E off 


to know, nor to avoid, but to deſpiſe the Whip of 
flavery. Had I learnt hypocriſy, craft, and meane 
neſs, 1 had long ſince been field marſhal „ andd in quiet 

fion of my vaſt Hungarian eſtates, and had not 
paſſed the. beſt - years of my life in the dungeons of 

eburg. I was addicted to no vice; I Iaboured 
in t cats A ſcience, honour, and virtue; kept no 
vicious company; Was never, during the whole courſe 
of my life, once intoxicated; was no gameſter, no 
conſumer of time in idleneſs nor brutal pleaſures ; but 
devoted many hundred laborious nights to make my- 
ſelf uſeful to my country ; yet was I puniſhed with a 


| ſeverity too cruel, even for: the moſt wartblely: or 


moſt villainous. | 

F mean, in my narrative, to ak truth — wok | 
dour alone, and never to conceal or ſcreen my fail- 
ings : Iwifh to make my work an zaſteudd s m 
moral leffon ; yet is it an innate and inexpreſſible ſat- 
isfaQian, that I am conſcious of never having atted 
with guilt or rome pp the laſt act of this dif- 0 


treſsful trag edy. 


I ſhall by Hate more of the W of my Jife,: 
except that my father, who had a tender affection for 
me, took eſpecial care of my education, and ſent me, 
at the age of thirteen, to wr univerſity of Konigſberg, 
where, under the tuition of Kowalewſky, my prog ;: 
reſs was rapid. There were fourteen other noblemen, 
of the beſt families, in the AUT) Txt ang 
ſame maſter. 

The year following, that a0 fay, i in 19404 1 "a 
quarrel with one young Waltenrodt, a fellow ſtudent; . 
n; 1 — and Who, 
thereupon, deſpiſing my weakn thought proper 
to give me a blow. I be ſatisfattion he came 
not to the appointed place, but treated my demand 
with contempt ; and 1, N gra alk further reſpeR, - 
found a ſecond, and attacked him in open day. We 


fought, and I had the fortune to wound him twice z 
mY Ns in the arm; the * Is 
$ 
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This affair incited inquiry Doctor Kowalewſky, 
our tutor, laid complaints before the Univerſity, and-I 
was condemned to three hours confinement; but my 
grandfather and guardian, Preſident Derſchau, with 
whom I was a great favourite, was ſo with 
my courage, that he inſtantly too me from this houſe, 
and placed me under profeſſor Chriſtiani. 

Here I firſt began to enjoy full and entire 
and, from this worthy man, I learnt all I know af ex- 
| . -and fcience; | He loved me as 

is own fon, and imes corttinued in ſtructing mo 
tall midnight. 'Uuder his auſpices, in 174, L mains 
tained, with great ſucceſs,” two public tcheſes, although 
J was then but teen an and un e r 
then unknoẽwwn. 

Three days after — laſt public exoniium, a con-; 
temptible fellow, and profe ſfonal bully, t 2 

uarrel with me, and, as I may ſay, obliged me to 
4 in my on defence, N on this enn, 1 
wounded in the groin. 

This continued: ſucceſs vighty inſlated my valows, | 
and, from that time, I began to wear à fwore of nor- 
mous length, and to affume the accoutrements and 
pearance of a Hector. * £40] 9 8 
Such was the effect of prejudices inſpired: inyouthy, 
and which would inevitably have made mea quarrel- 
ſome; dangerous man, had not the rectitude of my heart, 
and the extreme miſeries of which I became the vic- 
tim, ſoon reconducted me to the paths of virtue. 

Scatoely had a fortnight elapſed, after his laſt affair, 
before I had another with a lieutenant of the-garrifon, 
one of my friends, whom I had infulted, who receiv- En 


cd t wounds in the conteſt. Art 
Lought to remark, that, at this time, the Univerſity 
of, K was ſtill highly pri- I; To ſend a2 


challenge was held honourable; and this was not only - 
permitted, but would have been difficult to prevent, 


conſidering the great number of proud, hot headed, ank 


eis young — from — Courland;Swe- : 
| den, 


+ 


Ul 
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and of whom there were more than five hundred. 


This brought the Univerſity into diſrepute, and the 
abuſe has been endeavoured to be remedied, Men 


have acquired a greater extent of true knowledge, and 


have begun to perceive that a univerſity ought to be a 


lace of inſtruction, and not a field of battle; and that 
lood cannot be honourably ſhed, except in defence of 
e riot} pong ile reload bet; 
In November, 1742, the King ſent his adjutant-gen- 
eral, Baron Lottum, who was related to my mother, 


to Konigſberg, with whom] dined at my grandfather's. 


He converſed much with me, and, after various queſ- 
tions, meant to diſcover what my talents and inclina - 
tions were, he demanded, as if in joke, Whether I had 
any inclination to go with him, to Berlin, and ſerve 


my. country, as my anceſtors had ever done; adding, 


that, in the army, I ſhould find much better opportu- 

nities of ſending challenges, than at the univerſity. 
Inflamed with the deſire of diſtinguiſhing myſelf, I 
liſtened with rapture to the propoſition, and in a few 

days we departed for Potzdam. boat gr s 
On the morrow after my arrival, I was preſented to 
the King, as, indeed, I had before been in the year 
1540, with the character of being, then, one of the 

moſt hopeful youths of the univerſity... My reception 
was moſt flattering ; the juſtneſs of my replies, to 
the queſtions he put, my height, figure, and confi- 


dence, pleaſed him, and I ſoon obtained permiſſion 


to enter as a cadet in his body guards, with a prom- - 


iſe of quick preferment. 


The body guards formed, at this time, a model and 
ſchool for the Pruſſian cavalry: It conſiſted of one 
ſingle ſquadron of men ſelected from the Whole army, 
whoſe uniform was the moſt ſplendid. in all Europe. 
Two thouſand rix-dollars were neceſſary to equip an 
officer: The cuiraſs was wholly plated with ſilver; 


and the horſe furniture and accourtrements alone coſt 


„ 
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four hundred rix-dollars. 


Fa „ 


This only conſiſted in fix officers, and a 
— waly © men; but there were always | 
fifty: or fatty - 3 and as many horſes, 
for 0 King inco the molt: handſome 
men in I The officers were-the 
of any the army contained; the King 
* med — and afterwards ſent them to in- 
— — in the manceuvres they had learnt. 
Their riſe Was rapid, if they behaved hats but they 
were broken — the lealt fault, and puniſhed. by 
being ſent to (gar ;regiments. - It was; likewiſe, 
necelfary they Prould be — rich, as well as poſ- 
alu talents as might be ſaree full employed, 
both at court, and in the army. 1 
There are no foldiers in the l who. underg 1 
much as this body guard; for, during the 1 time 15 Was 
in the ſervite ef Prodeticy I often had not. eight hours 
fleep- in, eight days. Exerciſe began at four in the 
morning, and experiments were made of all the alter- 
ations the King meant to introduce in his cavalry. 
Ditches of three, four, ſive, ſix feet, and ſtill wider, 
were leaped, till that Tome one broke his neck; edges, 
in like manner, were freed, and the horſe ran careers, 
meeting each other full ſpeed in a Kind of hits of more 
than half a league in nga, We had often, in 
our exerciſes, Aen. men a horſes Walk or 
_— ed, Ex tly th he 10 hat 
ened, more en an ot erwiſe, t 
the ſame —— . after dinner With 
freſh horſes; and it was net uncommon, at Fotz dam, 
to hear the alarm ſounded twice in 2 night. The 
borſes ood in the King's ſtables; and whoever had 
not dreſſed, armed himſelf, ſaddled fits horſe, mounted, 
and appeared before the palace in e Was 
5 r-atreſt for fourtèeen 5 
e were the eyes cloſed before the trumpet 


— again ſounded, to accuſtom youth to. vigilance. I loſt, 


in one year, three horſes, which had either MON: 
their legs, i in leaping ditches; or * of fatigue. 
B oe x 
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I cannot give a ſtronger picture of this ſervice, than 
1% faying that the body guard loſt more men — 
3 in one year's peace, than, eln the follows 

year; they did in two battle. 

Ive had, at this time, three ſtations Durlenting: dur. 
ing winter, was at Berlin'; where we attended the 
opera, and all public feſtivals: In the ſpring we 
were exerciſed at Charlottenberg; and at Potzdam, 
or wherever the King went, during: the ſummer. 
The ſix officers of the guard dined With the K ing, 
and, on gala days, with the Queen. It may be pre- 
ſumed: there was not, at that time, on earth, a better 


| ſchook to form an officer and a man oe the world, tian 


was the court of Berlin % un 
I had ſcarcely been ar RO a wage aft, hes 
King took me aſide, one day after the parade, and, 
having examined me near half an hour, on various 
ſubje ee me to come and 2 him on 
the morrow. K 4 vb "os oh wet 
His intention was to find Wlarher the accounts that 
had been given him of my memory had not been 


exaggerated; and, that he might be convinced, he 


firſt gave me the names of fifty ſoldiers to learn by rote, 
which I did in ſive minutes. He next repeated the 
ſubjects of two letters, which I immediately compaſ- 
ed in French and Latin the one I wrote, the other I 
dictated. He next ordered me to trace, with promp- 
titud:, a landſcape from nature, hh; 1 — 
with equal ſuccefs; and he then pave! me a cornet's 
common in his body guards. 
Each mark of bounty, from the 3 5 e 
ail ardout already great, inſpired me ink gratitude, 
and the firſt of my wiſhes was, to devote my whole 
life to the ſervice of my King and country!” He ſpoke. 
to me, as a ſovereign ſhould ſpeak, Ne a father, like 
one who knew well how to eſtimate the gifts beſtowed - 
on me by Nature; and, perceiving, or rather feeling 
how much he might expect from me, rin at once 


** E TH my f en . eee e ee 
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Fi Thus did I remain a cadet. only ſix: weeks; and few 
rn can vaunt, under the en F n, of 
equal good e,, o( 24x59 900 ae 28} 
The King not only adn me 15 3 
but equipped me ſplendidly for the ſervice. Ihus did 
I ſuddenly: find FI; a courtier, and an oſſicer in 
the fineſt, 1 and þeft taught corps in Europe. 
My good fortune ſeemed unlimited, When, in the 
month of Auguſt, 1743, the King, ſelected me to go 
and inſtruct the Sileſian cavalry in the ne- manœu- 
vres, an honour never * ene to a n 
aigner 5 a F 
eee laid We 3 end wh Berlin 
during winter, where the officers table was at court : 
and, as my reputation had preceded me, no perſon 
whatever could be better: received there, or live more 
Flaute ten! eis 
5 0 the. 1 whom 
he had invited to. his court: Maupertuis, Jordan, 
La Metrie, and Pollnitz were all- -my/ acquaintance. 
My days were employed in the duties of an offi- 
cer, and my nights in acquiring knowledge. Poll- 


nitz was my guide, and the friend of my heart. My 


happineſs was well worthy being envied. In a8. | 
1 was five feet eleven inches in hei and Nature. 
had endowed me with every requiſite to pleaſe. I 
lived, as I vainly imagined, without inciting enmity 
or malice, and my mind Was Wholly octupied. by | 
the defire of acquiring well-founded fame. 

I had hitherto. — W's ignorant of love, and had 
been terrified ſrom illicit commerce, by beholding 
the dreadful objects of the hoſpital at Potzdam, Dur- 
ing the winter of 1743, the. nuptials of his Majeſty's. 
ry on were held, who was married to the King of 
Sweden, where; the is at preſent Queen Dowager, 
mother of the reigning Guſtavus. I, as officer of my 
corps, had the honour to mount guard, and eſcort 
her as far as Stettin. Here did my * firſt, feel a 

fon, of which, in the courſe of y Kltery, I 
bal baus Frequent, gccalion to ſpeak . The © 2 
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4 The file in which 1 Wes wa ede wot 
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of ge long was one whom. 1 can 
nt with reverenee; and, as I Write not — 
ut facts, I ſhall here briefly fay, ours was mutually 
the firſt fruits of affeftion, and that, to this hour, 1 
no misfortune, no mifery, with” which, from 
a ſtock ſo noble, my deſtiny was interwoven; Amid 
„the tumult, infeparable to occaſions like-thefe, on 
« which” it was my duty to maintain order; a thief 
* had the addrefs to ſteal my watch, and cutaway 
%a part of the gold Re which _— from the 
«warſtcoat of my uniform, and reeived. 
This accident brought on me the railleryof m. 
«comrades; and the lady alluded” to, thenee took 
oecaſion to confole me, by ſaying, it ſhould be her 
are that I ſhould be no loſer, Her werds were 
«Wzecompanied by a look I could not miſunder- 


_ < ſtand, and a few days afterward I thought myfelf 


the happieſt of cereals „The name, however; of 


this High-borni lady is a ſecret; which maſt: deſcent 


with me to the grave; and, though: my filenee eoncern- 
ing this incident leaves 2 void in my life, and, indeed, 
throws obſcurity over apart of it, which "might elie-be 


clear, I would much rather incur this'reproach; than 


becornt un tefut toward my beſt friend and henefatt· 
refs. To her converſation; to her prudence, te the 
power by which the riveted my äàffeckiens wholly. 
io herſel#; am 1 indebted for the improvement and 
poltfhing of my bodily and men e She 

banden me even in 


of my diftrefs ; and my children alone, 


the dee Ty 
on my death bed, "hall be taught me name of ber dd 


whom they owe the prefervation of a father, + 


confequently, their owr exiſtence. © 328 


1 lived, at this time, perfectly pr 248 Bent, 
and highly eſteemed. e King teſtified his! 
probation at every opportunity 3 my miſtreſs ſup 
eck me with more money than 1 could” expend — 
* Was, preſently, the beſt equipped, and made the 
«© greateſt figure of any officer in the whole corps, 
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had only receivd from my father's: heritage, the eſtate. 
8 Great Scharlach; the rent of Which was eight 
iundred dollars a year, Which was far from ſufficient 
to ſupply my then ex enſes. My amour, in the 


mean time, remained a ſecret from my beſt and moſt 


intimate friends, Twice was my abſence from Potz- 


dam and Charlottenberg diſcovered, and I was put 
under arreſt ; but the King ſeemed ſatisfied With the 
excuſes I made, under pretext of having been. hunt-- 
ing, and; (angled as Be ried any: pad, et: 
Never did the days of youth glide away withs 
more apparent fucceſs and pleafure, than during 
theſe my firſt. years at Berlin. This. good: fortune 
was, alas f of ſhort: duration. Many are the inci- 
dents I might relate, but. theſe 1 ſhall | omit. _ My” 
other adventures are numerous enough, without 
mingling ſuch as may, any way, feem foreign to the 


 fubje&, In this gloomy: hiſtory. of my-life, I would 


paint myſelf to the world ſuch as I am, and, bv the 


recital of my. ſufferings, afford a. memorable exam-- 
ple, and: intereſt: the heart of fenſibility, I. would 
alſo ſhew how my fatal deſtiny: has deprived. my 
children af an immenſe fortune; and, though I want 
a hundred thouſand men to enforce and enſure my. 
rights, I will. {till ſhew. my heirs. they, are incon- 
m ³¶ ů ũ̊ qqq ñ fog! Eat? Nor ed 
In the beginning. of September, 1744; War again 
broke out between the Houſes of Auſtria and Pruffia.. 
We marched, with all' expedition, towards Prague, 
traverſing . Saxony without oppoſition. I wilt not 
relate, in this place, what: the great Frederie ſaid to. 


it 


us, with, evident. emotion, when ſurrounded by alt 


his officers, on the morning of our: departure. from. 
Por > er OTTER ann 
| Should” any one be defizous of writing the lives: 
of him and his oppenent, Maria. Thereſa, without: 
fattery, and without fear, let him apply to me, and: 
L will relate anecdotes. moſt : 5 on this ſub- 
ject, unknown to all but myfelf, 1 which never: 
muſt appear under my own name. 


Lf 
oy 


© All im®narchs going to. war, have, reafon" on des, 
$de; and the churches of both parties reſound with 
prayers, and appeals to divine Juſtice, for the ſuc- 


ceſs of their arms. Frederic, on this eccafian, had, 


If I am not miſtaken, the King's army came be- 
fore Prague on the fourteenth of September, and. 
that of General Schwerin, which had paſſed 
through Sileſia, arrived, the next day, on. the other 
fide of the Moldau. In this poſition we were obli- 
ged to wait ſome days for pontons, without which 
we could not eftabliſh a communication. between the- 
two armies, 1 e i 
Ihe height called Ziſchka, which overlooks the 
city, being guarded only by a few- Croats, was in- 
ſtantly eise, without oppaſition, by fome grena- 
diers.; and the batteries, erected at the foot of that, 
wountain, being. ready on, the fifth day; played 
with fuch fucceſs on the old town, with h 
and red-hot balls, that it was fet on fire. The King. 
made every effort to. take the city, before Prince 
Charles could brng his. army from the Rhine to its: 
EE... ͤ 39277 CCCCCCCC 
General Harſch thought e 110 ta capitulate, 

ring 


recourſe ta them, with regret, of which I was a wit. 
e LY 9s auf 3 Fi a 


" * 


after a. fie . of twelve days, Which not. 
4 more than five. hundred men of the garriſon, at the 
* utmoſt, were killed and wounded, though” eigh- 
teen thoufand men were made priſoners... . 
- Thus far we had met with. no impediment, The 
Imperial army, however, under the command of 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, having quitted the 
banks of the Rhine, was advancing ta Ros Bohemia. 
During this campaign we ſaw the enemy only at. 
4 diſtance; but the R light troops, being 
thrice. as numerous as ours, prevented. us from af | 
foraging. Winter was approaching, dearth , and, 
hunger made Frederic determine to retreat, with- 
- out the leaſt hope om the countries in our rear, 
which we had cutirely laid waſte as we had _— 
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«cs, he Nvetiey ef ihe Seaſon; im the month of 
November, rendered the ſoldiers exceſſively impa- 
tient of their hardſhips; and, accuſtomed to conquer, 
| rhe Priflians were alhamed of, and repined at re- 
treat; the enemy's light t facilitated deſertion, 
and we lol, in a few weeks, above thirty thoufand: 
men. The 'Pandvurs of my kinfkman, the Auſtrian 
TN gy at our heels, | gave us fre- 

injury, and 8 
neſs, bv eo repo make any impreſſion upon. 
them with our earmon. Trenck at length” | 
the Elbe; and went and burnt, or | 
magazines at Pardubitz'; it Mas, therefore. reſobved, 
3 to evacuate Bohemia. if 


- The ng HEPES to have Nendge Prince: Charles 15 | 


to à battle, between Bernefehan and Kanmupitz, 
* in vaim: The Saxons, during the night, had 
eretted a battery of three and twenty cannon, on a 
mound. which feparated two ponds.: This was the 


e e Ge . meant o make the 


| attack,” 


Tus. were we obliged, to Sin: 8 
The ch, both for man and berſe, began to grow 
extreme. The weather was bad:; the roads in. 
deep ruts; * marches” were unceafing, alarms: and. 
attacks from the enemy's light tr 
ceffant. The :difcontent all theſe i * 
verfal, and this ocenHjE˖ỹ⅜ td the great lle f the army. 

Under fich e ircumſtanees, had Prince Charles 
continued to harrafs us, by purſuing us into Sileſia, 
bad he made a winter campaign, inſtead: of remain- | 

 indvlenthy at cafe in Bohemia, we certai 
ſhould. not have vanquiffed/ him, the year ae | 
ing, at Strigau zbut he only followed ad a citance, 
as far as the Bohemian frontiers. This gave Fred. 
deric time to; recover, and the more effettually.' be- 

cauſe the Auſtrians. had the . * 
he return of gcferters, © | 
This was @ repetition” of what had happened. to: IT 
TO XII. when be ſuffered his Rulſap piky- © 
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ers to return home, who, after wards, ſo eſfeltuall 2 | 
puniſhed his contomyy!: of them ba the : battle 


Pultawa. 


ae aiiiobatd-- 
n. loſs; and Trenck ſeized on Tabor, Bud- 


weis, and Frauenberg, Where he took N 


the regiments of Walrabe and Kreulz. N 

No one would have been better able to give * 
Faithful hiſtory of this campaign than myſelf, . had I. 
room in this place, and had I, at that time, been. 
more attentive to things of Wm ſince I not on 
ly performed the office of adjutant to the King, 
when he went to reconnoitre, or chooſe a place 
of encampment, but it was, moreover, my duty to. 

provide forage: for the head quarters. The King 
chavick only: permitted me to. take ſix: volunteer 
guards, to execute this latter duty, I Was. obliged: 
„to add to them horſe chaſſeurs, and. huſlars, With. 


„whom I was continually in motion.” I Was pe- 


culiarly fortunate on two occaſions, by hapgening 
to come after the enemy, when they- had left oat 
ed waggons, and forage bundles. | 
I ſeldom. paſſed the night. in my tent during. this: 
campaign, and my indefatigable activity obtained. 
the favour, and entire confidence of Frederic. Noth- 
ing ſo much contributed: to inſpire me with emu- 
lation, as the public praiſes I received,. and my. en-- 
thuſiaſm wiſhed to perform wonders. - This cams. 
ign, however, hut ill ſupplied. me with, Om | 


nities to diſplay this my youthful ardour. 


At length, no one durſt, leave the ca camp, not- 
« withſtanding the extremity af the dearth, cauſe. 
of the innumerable A of pandours, a huſ-. 
& fars, that. hovered every: where around.“ 
No ſooner. were we arrived in Sileſia, than the 
4% King's body guard was ſent, to. Berlin, chere to re- 
main in winter quarters.“ 
„ ſhoald not here have mentionad * Bohe-. + 


| ian war, Bal. ane * ROY my am of. 


Tv; 1 
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«mp ike 1 ought not to omit accidents by wh 
deſtiny Was influenced. N 
% One day, while at Bennaſchen, 5 was; com- 
«manded/out with a detachment. of thirty Buffars, 
© and twenty chaſſeurs, on a foraging party. I bad 
& poſted my: huſſars in a convent; and gone my 
te with the "ha, to à manhon-houſe,. 0 ſeize 
< the carts neveſſary for the conveyanee of the hay 
% and ſtraw — a neighbouring farm. An Auf- 


&trian Heutenant of huſſars, concealed, with tharty.. 


«fix horſemen, in a Wood, having remarked the 
« weakneſs of my eſcort; proſiting by the moment 
© when my people were all S ployed in loading the 
«carts; — having firſt ſei 4. our: ſentinel, fell ſud- 
deny upen them, and toon them all priſoners in 
© the very farm- yard. At this moment I was: feats. 
© ed at my eaſe deſide the lady: of the. manſign-houle, . 
and was: 2 py ge of; Epc 9 n 
through the window. 

_ - -*4%:Afhamedy and in at gh -eligen e, the 

& kind lady withed: NY when. i arch 

« heard in the farm-yard; . By good F 5 ts Ns 
© huffars, whom I had. ſtationed in the eonvent, hat 
< tearnt, by a peaſant, there was, an, Auſtrian detach- 


«ment in the wood ; they had ſeen us, at a diſtance; 


© enter: the farm-yard, haſtily marched to our aid, 
and we had not been taken more than two r 
te before they Wee I Cannot expreſs. lm wor 
ure with Which I put myfelf at their 
Some of the — s party n eur a back” 
door, but we made ners, 
de ith u 1 eit 


n * N , AN A* 
. a6 100 15 
- ®. Thas ftorg- 
elated tixcumftantially : We have here followed the French. 
Reaj ons are gwen, in the preface, why ſuch alterations, 
| are in ſome few. places retained ; and, be- 
ang diftingn iſhed by commas, the reader: Tale 
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* and two, alſo, of my chaſſeurs were, hewed down 
* hy the ſabre, f in *. Fee where they * ar 
3 7 uin! 
1 * We continaied:o our by Ee ith; more — 2 
46 ter this accident: The horſes We had taken ſerved 
& in part, to draw the carts 3 and, after railing a 
contribution of one hundred and fifty ducats, on 
ee the convent, which I diſtributed among the ſold. 
 jers, to engage them to ſilence, we returned to the 
army, from which, 1 Wis were diſtant; about tuo 
9 leagues . : * 24 Ws Ns W A. 
We heard firing as "we: matuhedy ad. the fora- 
gers, on all ſides, were battling With the enemy. 
«A heutenant,. and forty horſe, joined me; yet, 
„with this reinforcement, I durſt net return to the 
camp, becauſe I. . we Were in danger from 
more than eight hundred pandours, and huſſars, 
ho were, in the. plain, I therefore determined 
«to take a long winding, but ſecret rout, and had 
the good fortune to come ſafe to; quarters, with 
« my. prifoners, and five and;twenty loaded carts. 
The King was at dinner when I entered his tent. 
Having been abſent all night, it Was imagined 1 


- © bad been taken, that accident having ee ; 
© the fame day, to many others. x 


he inſtant. I entered, the King d demanded if I 


returned ſingly. No, ; pleaſe; your Majeſty, an- 
1 rg Lal — 5 brought f 8 ve — perro mo of. 

<« forage, and two.and twenty ne un cheir | 
« officer and horſes . * | 
The King then commanded me 105 fit 3 b 
« and, turning himſelf toward the Evgliſk: ambaſſa- 


dar, who was near him, ſaid, laying his hand on 


<* my ſhoulder, Ceſt un Matador de ma I gc! 
A reconnoitring Party was, at the ſame moment, 


San. ns. PRIOR gt: e 3 "0s RUE, ” 


; 4 * ir een 
= . . of a” peat The. 
aluſton, a e is to the ef 8 7 the Mats 
dere, at the game of Quadrill , Ba oi wlll hh 
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«aſked me few queſtions, and, to thoſe he did a, | 
„ replied tremblingly. In a few Minutes he roſe ES 
„from table, gave a glance ati the priſoners; hung * "I 
«the Order of Merit round my neck, commande . 
me to go and repoſe; and ſet of with his party. 
It is eaſy to conceive the embarraſſment of hy 
ſituation; my unpardonable negligence deſerved 
that I ſhould have been broken, inſtead of which 
I was rewarded; an inſtance, this, of the great : 
influence of chance in the affairs of this world. 
How many generals have gained victories by their 
very errors, Which have been, afterwards, attribut 
ed to their genius! It is evident, the ſerjeant of 
© Huſſars,' Who retook me and my men, BY bring- 
„ing up his party, was much better entitled than 
myſelf to the recompenſe I received. How] ma- 
ny times afterward, during life, did I meet diſgrace 
and puniſhm hen 1 deſerved reward! My in- 
quietude leſt che truth ſhould be diſcovered was 
extreme, eſpecially recollecting how many people 
were in the en 2 a _ APP Reyne, were 
inceſſant. | 
As I did not want money, 1 gave the ſerjchnty.” 
twenty ducats each, and the foldiers one, in'or- 
der to- inſure their ſilence, - -which, being a favor- 
ite with them, they readily promiſed. I, how- 
ever, Was re to declare the truth the very: 
firſt opportunity, and this happened a fe days after. 
We were on our march, and J, as cornet, was at 
the head of my company, when the King advaneing, 
beckoned me to eome to him, and bade me tell him 
exactly ho. the affair I had lo lately been engaged. 
n S 949 Bk 
e queſtion, at firſt, l me anfiraſt I. was. 
Wo but, remarking the King had a mildngſs _ 
in his manner, I preſently - recovered” myſelf; ank 4 
related the exact truth. I ſaw the aſtoniſhment of, FD 
his countenance, but I, at the ſame time, ſaw he was 3 
pleaſed with my üncerity. He ſpoke to me for | 
half an _ not as 4 e but + as a N praiſed” 
> Las my 
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_ &}y upon me, and Iwill make you a man.“ Who- 
nude towards the King was increaſed, by khis his 


| ee at his converſation _— | 
eee een per t- en man d- 
able. £ „ 


Gref ducats as preſents. So much h 


Mm the hiſtory of "ab ra) 


ed over the country, and my commanding officer 


| our, 2 we were to N wow By not oy dd e. 


An” LI Fo 


my candout, and ended with the following e 
Which, while tife remains, I ſhall never forget; 
Confide in the advice I'give you; depend Whol“ 


ever can feel, can imagine bo infinitely my grat- 


great 3 from that moment I had no 3 

deſire than to live and die 8 n one 
I ſoon perceived the confi the 

zu me after this ex tion, of which I 8 

frequent markes the following winter, at — | 


I reveived; this: foe avian more hw: five: hun- 
appineſs could 
not but excite je and this began to be mani- 
Feſt on every fide. | I had too little diſguiſe for a 
a and my heart Was much 100 iy and 
Before 1 proceed, 1 ra pry . ans -iichlent 

of the laſt campaign, which will, no ernte de 1 


During the retreat from Bohemia, the King came 
o Kollin, with his horſe guards, the cavalry: 
quets of the head mph: opus the ſecond and third 
battalions of g. We had only four field pie- 
eds, and our fquadron; was ſtationed in one of the 
Auburbs. Our advanced poſts, towards evening, 
were driven back into dy town, and the huſſars 
entered pelt mell : The enemy's light troops ſwarm- 


ſent me immediately, to receive the King's orders. 
After much ſearch, I found him, at the top of a 
ſteeple, with-a' teleſcope in his hand. Never did 
I fee him fo: diſturbed, or undecided, as on this oc- 
caſion. Orders were immediately given that ve 
mould retreat through the city into * oppoſite 
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We had not been here lortg, Lefore a moſt heavy 
rain fell, and the night became "exceedingly dark. 
My couſin Trenck made his appearance about nine 
in the evening, with his Pandour and Janiſſary mu- 
fic, and fet fire to ſeveral houfes. They found we 
were in the ſuburb, and began to fire upon us from 
the city windows. The tumult became extreme; 
the city was too full for us to re- enter; the gate 
was ſhut; and they from above fired at us with our 
field pieces. Trenck had let in the waters upon us, 
and we were up to the girths by midnight, and al- 
moſt in deſpaire We loſt ſeven men, and my horſe 
was wounded in he Ke op nth een 
The King and all of us had certainly been made 
driſoners, had my couſin, as he has ſince told me, 
en able to continue the affault he had begun; 
but, a cannon ball having wounded him in the foot, 
he was carried off, and the pandours retired. Ihe 
corps of Naſſau arrived next day to our aid; we 
r. Kollin, and, during the march, the King 
aid to me, Your coufin had nearly played us a 
* malicious prank laſt night, but the d+{erters ſay 
„he is killed,” He then aſked me will our rela- 
tionſhip was, and there our converſation ended. 
It was about the middle of December when wer 
came to Berlin, where I was received with open 
arms, I became lefs cautious than formerly, and, 
perhaps, was more narrowly obſerved. A'lieutenant 
ff the foot guards, who was a public Ganymede, and. - 
againſt whom I had that natural antipathy and abhor- 
renee, I have for all ſuch wretches, having indulged 
himſelf in fome very impertinent jokes on the feeret- 
of my amour, I beſtowed on him the epithet he de- 
{ſerved : We drew our{words; and he Was wounded, ©, 
On the Sunday following, I prefented myſelf to pay | 
my reſpefts to his Majeſty on the parade, who Bid 
to me, as he paſſed, The thunder begins to roll, and 
*the bolt may fall ; beware.” He added nothing more. 
Some little time after; I was a few minutes too 
late on the parade; the King remarked it, and 
5 C | 1 ſent 
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fent nie; under arreſt, to che foot guard at W 
When I had been here a fortnight, Colonel Wars 
tenſleben came, and adviſed me to petition for par- 
don. I was then too much a novice in the modes 


of the court to follow his counſel, nor did I even 


remark the perſon who gave it me was. himſelf a 
moſt ſubtle courtier. I complained bitterly that L 
had ſo long been deprived of liberty, for a fault 
which was uſually. puniſhed by threb, or at the 
moſt, ſix days arreſt. Hore, accordingly, I remained; 
Eight days after, the King being come to Potz- 
dam, I was: ſent, by General Bourke, to Berlin, to 
carry ſome letters, but without having ſeen the 
King. On my return, I preſented, myſelf to him 
on the parade; and, as our ſquadron Was garriſoned 
at Berlin, I aſked, Does it pleaſe your Majeſty 
"x I ſuduld go and join my corps p „ Whence 
come you?” anſwered lie From Berlin 
© And+ where were you before you wert to Ber- 
lin 2“ Under Wh ir $144" Then WHO; arreſt Jap 
© maſtiremain.,” - 5 ET 
I did n recover N tart, till three le 
Faris: our darture for Sileſia, towards Which we 
marched, mi, the utmoſt i peed, in the begining of 
May, to commence our ſecond campaign. 3 


Here I muſt recount an event Which Hams 1 
that winter, and which became the ſource of all my 
misfortunes. I muſt intreat my readers to pay the, 
utmoſt attention to this, — this error, if, inno- 
cenice can be error, was the cauſe that the 
faithful, and the beſt of ſubjetts became hew "ny 
ed in ſcenes of wretchedneſs, and was the victim of. 


miſery, from his ninetcenth tothe lixtieth var of, 
his age; I dare preſume this true narrative, ſup · 


ported by teſtimonies the moſt authentic, may fully 
vindicato my preſent honour, and my Future. memory. 

Francis Baron of Trenck was the ſon of my fa- 
thet's brother, conſequently, my couſin german. I 
ſhall ſpeak thereafter, of the ſingular events of his. 
life, * a. commander of pandours in the Auf- 
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ſervice,” and grievouſſy wounded in Bavaria, 
in the year 17549;'heawrote to my mother, informing 
her he intened me, her eldeſt ſon, for his univerſal 
legatee. This letter; to which I returned no anſwer, 
|. was ſent me to Potzdam. I was ſo ſatisfied With my 
fit uation, and had ſuch numerous reaſons ſo to be, 
conſidering the kindneſs with which the King 
treated me; that 1 would not have exchanged my 
goed fortune for all the treaſures of the Great Mogul. 
On the 12th of February, 1744; being at Berlin, 
J was in company with Captain Jaſchinſky, com- 
mander of the W e the captain of which 
ranks as colonel in the army, together With Lieuten- 
ant Studnitz; and Cornet Wagnitz. The ee e 
my field comrade, and e of Lets. d and. 
er general of the cavalry of F bel. ＋ 
AN Trenck became the fubze& . Pra 
and Jaſchinſky aſked if I Was his n F anfwer- 
ed yes, and immediately mentioned his having made 
me his univerſal heir. Aud what . have 
Jou returned 5 faid Jafehmſky-—*t None at all. 
The whole companyz then obferved that, in a 
cafe like the prefent, I was much to blame not 0 
anſwer z that the leafy Leould da would be to thank 
him for! us | wWiſhes, and intreat a continuante 
of them. Jalchinſhy further added, Neſire im 
«to fond you fome of his fine Hungarian horſes for 
„eus uin uſe, and give me che letter; I will on- 
vey it to him, by means f : Mr; Boffart, legation 
erm the Saxon embaſſy ; but on condition. 
that you will give me one of the horſes. This cor 
© reſpondenee 3s a family, and mot a ſtate, aſſair 3 be- 
fide that; I will be anſwerable for the confequences.”* 
I immediately took my commander's — and 
hegan to write 3 and had thoße, who fi d me, 
thought proper to make the leaſt inquiry — — Hh 
circumſtances, the four witneſſes,” vh⁰ read what E. 
wrote, could have attoſted my innocence, and render- 
ed it indubitable. I gave my letter, We ee 
ebivſky, who, 1 and ent it himſelf e 
mu 
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1 muſt. omit none of the incidents concerning this 
letter, it being the ſole caufe of all my fufferings. 1 
ſhall therefore here relate an event, which was the 
frſt occaſion of the | unjuſt ſuſpicions 5 
againſt me. 

One of my grooms, with two led horſes, Was among 
many others, taken by the pandours of Trenck. 
When I returned to the camp, I was w accompany 
the King on a reconnaitering party. horſe. Was 
too ee: and I had no other: en him of my 
embarraſſment, and his Maj ok digte made 
me a preſent of a fine Engliſh 5 ; 1 

Some days after, I was excecdin aſtonithed to fee 
my groom return, with my two horſes, and a pandour 
trumpeter, who broug!:t me a Sy; N near- 
ly the following wards. 

„The Atfirian Trenck is not * wat wath wht Brub, 
« fian Trenck, but, on the eontrary, is happy to have 
© xecovered the barten n his huffars, and return 
them to whom they firſt belonged, &. 

I went the fame day to pay my reſpetts to the 
Kiag, wo receiving me 'W *th reat cat's ſaid, 
Since your couſin has wb a your ow Horſes, 
L you have no more need of mine. | 

There were too many who envied me to Fatt 5 
theſe words would eſcape repetition. The return of 
the horſes, ſeems infinitely to have increaſed that ſuſ- 
— Frederic entertained againſt me, and therefore 

came one of the principal cauſes of my misfortunes ; 
1t is for this reaſon that I dwell upon this and ſuch- 
like {mall incidents, they being neceſlary for my own 
juſtification, and, were it poſſible, for that of the 
King. My innocence is indeed at prefent univer- 
{ally acknowledged, by the court, the army, and the. 
whole nation, whoail mention theunjuſtice ſuffered, [ 
with pity. and the fortitude with wk it was en- 
dured, with ſurpriſG. 2 
| We marched for Sileſia, to enter on dur 5 7 
„ campaign, which, to the Pruflians, Was as en and. : | 
+ * as it Was een : 
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"The: King's head; quarters were fixed at the 5 8 

of e where he reſted d fourteen. days and. the 

remained in cantonm nts. Prince j i 

| gs of following us. into hema, had the impru⸗ | 

G to occupy the plain of Stragau, and we e | 
conc ded his.arm De Mg. beater .. Whoever is we 

ta 


ainted with ics, and th e Pru ſlian mancuvr | 
udg age, Without the: 3 aid of calculation 4 
„ 5 a Ken or ill-diſcipÞ ed army, in : 
an open les We de be Yiftorigus.. . 
+ eft itz cantonments,. and i in 
dues -four- eur, * Was. Sn re $4 battle; ad, 0 
the 248 of Jun eigl thou ies lay ſtretch- 
ed on 59 pln e The allied. ary — of Av 
trix and Sax dn were totally defeated, . 

The bod guard Was on che right; 223 before ths 
attack, the. Kin Pg fa: to our ſquadron, * Prove, to-day, 


«my children, at you are I Ly guard, ind give 
no Saxon uaxter.“ . 

9 Ty ac N tacks" on "the cav and t tan 

the inf - Not ung could by 1 ſquadron. 

like this, W fic for men, horſe: 1d ex 
rience, va 20 Wee h firſt; in the Wald. 


colours, and in ess Wk an 1 5 the a Vascver. 
T received. à piftol. ſhot in m Tight. 100 my ene 
was be Br ch wounded, and1 Was obliged to change 
on the third arge. Ine day. after the. battle, all the 
officers Were rewarded with the order. of Merit. For 
rt, 1 remained four weeks among the 

-hweidnitz, Where there were xtecn. 
LIED the torture of the army. Kante 


om hack not their wounds delled ul the 


It hs * three mouths before 1 recovered Fe — 
af my hand: I neverthelefs rejoined my corps, con- 
N to perform my duty, and, as uſual, accompani-. 

ed the King when he went. to reconnoitre. For ſome 
time paſt, } e had placed confidence in me, and his, 
Eindneſs towards me, continually increaſed, Which, 
1 gratitude, even ta entbuflalm. | 

Q. 
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I alſo performed the ſervice; of achjutant, during 


this „Pe a circumſtantial account of which, no 
un rſon is better enabled to Write than myſelf, I 2 


n preſent at all that paſſed. I Was the ſcholar o 


the greateſt maſter the art of war ever knew, and who 
believed me worthy to receive his inſtructions; but 
the volumes I am Writing would be inſufficient ta e 


tain all that perſonally relates to myſelt. 

I muſt here mention an adventure that 0 pened at 
this time, and which willſhew the art of the great Fred: 
eric, in forming youth for his ſexvice, and. dee 
attaching them to his perſon. 

LwWas exceedingly fond of hunting, i Oy Shield wht 
withſtanding it was feverely forbidden, I indulged 
myſelf. Laden with pheaſants, F one day returned: 
But, judge my aſtonifhment and fears, when 1 faw 
the army had decamped, and that it Was with dificul- 
ty I could overtake the rear-guard.. 8117 

In this my diſtreſs, I applicg to an * of kuffars, 
who inſtantly lent me his horſe, by the aid of which 


I rejoined my corps, which always marched as the 


vanguard. -. Mounting my cn horſe, I tremblingly 


rode to the head of my diviſion, which it was my duty 


recede. The King, however, had remarker my 


ab ence, or rather had been reminded of it by my ſu- 


1 1 officer, who for ſome time uſt had brow wy 


"Juſt as the army haked, to encamp, the King woda 
7 me, made a Ggnal for me to appr roach; and, 
reading my Tears in my countenante, „unh 2 
fmile, “ What, are you juſt returned from huoting ? 
— Ves, your Majeſty ; — Þ hope” Here, inter- 
ru ting me, he added, Well, well, for this time L 
all take no further notice, remembering Potzdam: 
— however, let me bog vou more attentive ta. 
* your duty. 5 
So ended this affair, for. which I deferved: to 1 
deen broken. 1 muſt here remind my readers, that 
* Soar. meant, by the words remembering Potzdam, he 
n 1 d been nne too * the wins 
ter 


BARON TRENOR. 1 
ter before, and that my preſent pardon as intended 


as a compenſation. 15. 

This Was, indeed; to think and 20. greatly ; this 
was, indeed, the true art of forming great men; àn art 
much more effectual than that of ferocious. generals, 
who threaten fubalterns with impriſonment and 
chains, on every ſlight occaſion; and, while indulgi ng 
all the rigours of military hw. make no diſtin 
of minds dr men. Frederic, on the contraty, "45 
times pardoned the failings en while mechanic 

fouls he mechanically punif dens to . yery 
letter of the laws of war. 

I Hall further remark, the King took no bre 
notice of my late fault, except that, ſometimes, When 
I had the honour to dinle with him, he would ridicule 
people "who were too: often at the chace, or who 
were ſo cholerie chat "oy: took ene to quarret, 
for the leaſt trifle. cf * 

The campaign paſſed 10 ieren manceuvres, 
Marche and counter-marches. Our corps was the 
moſt fatigued, as being encamped round the King's 
tent, 1 ſtation of Which is central, and having, 
likewiſe; the care of the vanguard: We were there- 
fore obliged: to begin our — two hours ſooner. 
than the remainder'of the army, that we might be in 
our place. We alſo accompanied the King, when= 
ever he went to reconnoitre ; traced: the lines of en- 
campment; led the horſe to water; infpe&ed the head. 
quarters; regulated the march and encam t, ac 
cording tothe King's orders; which" robbed us of 
much feſt, we being but fix officers 150 execute * 
3 different functions. 

Still further, we often performed the office of cour- 
ers, to bear the royal commands to detachments. The 

| King Was. articularly careful that the officers of his 
guards, whom he intended: fhould become excellent 
in the art of tactics, fhould not be idle in his ſchool.” 
It Was neceflary to do much, in order that much might 

be learnt. Labour, vigilance, activity, the love of. 
gory a acre lave of their. 3 animated - all his. 
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emerals ; ;. into, 0 whom, it may be ſaid, he infuſed his. 


irit. . 

In this ſchogt L gained. inſtruct oh, NE) divx: 
dy, was T {elefed as One deſtine 9 inſtrust athiers : . 
Va. m uy 9 gar, TE great _ at Vieuna, 
told me, 10 y dear RO. Ks: Rue, woud be 


_ £390 eule for you to learn; 


"EE axe too far WITT in z 11 
deciſi GBs Was T'mede an Auſkrian n 
invalid have aw Lee A judgment, Nes is 
would have Dean li hed at l Eb 2555 8 
If 1 miſtake not, t e and battle of Soor, Kh 
rau, was fought on the 14th day of Sep ember, 
King had fent ſo. man detachments i into Sy bog 
hem, and Sileſia, that, the main army did not conſiſt 
of: more than tweilty-fix, thouſand men. Neglecting 
advice, arid obſtinate in judging his enemy by die, 
bers, and not according! to the excellence 0 diſcipline 
and other accidents, Prince Charles, blind to the real 
ſtrength ' of the Pruſſian armies, had encloſed” this" 
fmall number of Pomeranian and Brandenburgh r. 1 
ments with mare WY; ighty-ſix e 7 or 
tending to take them all prifoners.” g wi 7 
"It will ſoon be ſeen, from my narrative, Wb it 
kind of (ecrely His 1 plan was taid and Cacied® tw 
The King came 1965 my tent baut midnight {as he 
alfo did into that of all the officers, , to awaken Vat 2 
His orders Were, ſecretly to, Gale, leave the baggage 
in, the rear, and that the men ould fand ready . 
mount at the word of command,” | 
Lieutenant Studnitz and myletf attended the” 
who werit in perſon, and gave direttions ie the. 
whole army; meantime, . break of day 1 Snfeed 
with anxiety. pitta 
3 Oppoſite the defile, SLES Which the enemy were 3 
to March to the attack at geld pieces were Apr - 
cealed behind à bill.” 1 Is King mult \neceffanity” 
haye heen informed of the whole an of the Auftrian. 4 
general, for he had called in the advanced potts, from. - 
the MEIN, that he 5g, wall . 1510 e 8 
4 * ms * 
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DENY vim imagind | we ſhould: a be fa furpriſed in n the 
midſt of ſleepß, en 
Scarcely id break of 5 re 5 n 
an artillery, ſituated u e the heights, began to play 
upon our cam cavalry to: maxed 0 
the defile to the attack. 2 
As ſuddenly 1 were we in- battle horny 3 for, "a 1518 
than ten minutes, we ourſelves began che attack, not- 
withſtanding our ſmall number, the Whole army on- 
ty KEY five regiments of cavalry, and fell with 
05 ch fury 2 the enemy, Who, at this time, were 
wholly employed in forming their men at the mouth 
of the defile, and the lowly, little expefting fo ſud- 
den and violent a charge, that; we drove them hack 
into the defile, where they preſſed upon each other in 
crowds.: The King ah ſtood ready to unmalk. 
his eight ficld- 7 and. a. ny” and blood 
flaughter enſued in this narrow place; from — 
the enemy had not the power to retreat. This ſingle 
incident gained the battle, and deceived all the Hopes: 
of Prince Charles. | 
Nadaſti, Trenck, and the light: troops, fent to attack | 
our rear, were employed i in pillaging the camp. The 
ferocious Croats met no oppoſition, while this their 
error. made our victory more ſecure. It deſerves to 
be noticed that, when advice was brought to the King, 
the enemy bad fallen pan, and. were plundering the 
camp, his anſwer was, 80 much the better; they 
* have found ea employment, and will be 9h, 
* inpediment-to our main deſign.” 
T. victory was complete, but all our 1 Was 

loſt; the head quarters, utterly undefended, were to- 
tally ſtripped ; and Trenck had, for his _ of the 
booty, the King's tent, and his fervice of bat 
I have mentioned this circumſtance: E becauſe? 
that, in the year 1746, my couſin Trenck, having fall. 
hy into the power of his enemies, who had inſtituted, / 
2 legal proceſs againſt him, was accuſed by ſome vil- 
1 wretches, of having ſurpriſed the King in bed 
at the battle of Sorau, and afterwards releaſed him fon. 
« bribes | What 


titute; a native of Brunn, who! retended ſhe was ths 
daughter of Marſhal Schwerin, to give evidence The 
bertelf Was in bed with: 3He” Kis King when Trenek enter- 
ed his tent, hom he ie diet made d bi. 
as immediately releaſed. n 
Jo this part of tbe p roſecution. 1 mybelf, am e 
ien can anſwer: thing was falſe and i imp. 
ible. - He Was indeed ofthe intended attack. 1 
accompanied the watchful King from midnighi till 
four in the morning, which time he employed in rid- 
ing through the camp, and making the neceffary band of 
arations to receive the enemy; and the Aion b 
at five.” Trenck could not take the King in bed, er 
che battle Was alrnoſt gained when he and his 
dours ente red the” eres! 151 plundered the eas 
quarters. 1 14 17 $33 £54 
As for the views Miſs en it is only fit to 1 
told by ſchool-boys, or examined by che Inquifition, 
and was very unworthy of making part of the _ 
proſecution againſt an innocent man at Vienna. 
This incident, bowever, is ſo remarkäble, that 1 
ſhall give, in this work; a'farther accaunt of my kinſ- 
man, and what was called his criminal proceſs q at read 
jag which the world weill be aftonifhed.” My omen 
hiſtory is ſo connected with his, that this is'necefla< 
ry, and the more ſo, becauſe there are many ig- 
norant or —— at Vienna, Who believe, er 
women, Trenck uli rr ans) * lewis d wm ol 
riſoner, 
ft or OY was there a traitor of- the! ARE 
Trenck ; and I hope to prove, ur the cleareſt HC. 
the Auſtvian Trenck as faithfully ſerved the E 
Queen, as the Pruffran Vrenck dia Frederic his Kir 
Maria Therefa,-. aking to me of him ſomie tim a 4 
ter his death, and thie fnarcs: that had been laid for” 
him, faid, Your! k inſman has made à better ad, 
{© than will be the fate of his accuſers and judges. 
Of this, more hereafter 2 I approach that epocha, 
when * on nn. and when e fuk. 
ferings, | 
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fer eee ogy mne 
ward till my hairsg Fry de HILLS. 
A few days aftertbe battle of Sorauy the us! dun 
Whey, ht me a letter from my couſin Tenet, 
the e of pandours, dated at par aig 1 
back, of which NG folk ig A 
„ Your: letter, of the twelfth of 5 from 
« Berlin, informs me your defire to have ſome Hun- 
© garian horſes. On theſe yo would come and at- 
« tack me and my pandours. Lſaw with pleaſurt, ag 
4 the, laſt campaign, that che Pruſffan Trenck was 
« alſo a good ſoldier; and that I might give'you/foine 
© proofs of my attachment, I then feturned the'horſes 
«© which my men;hathtaken, If, however, y wiſlto. 
have Hungarian horſes, you muſt take mine in hike. 
© manner. from me in tho ſield of bartle; oH ſhould you. 
© ſo think fit, come and join one whoſwill weceive, you. 
< with open arms, like his friend af ſon; and who 
« will en every enn er Ty ge 
Cc. &:C 35 1 2 
At firſt. L was. el. at wrde this ener, yet 
could not help ſmiling. Cornet Wagenitz, now gen- 
eral in chief of the Heſſa Caſſel fortes, and I. ieutemtant 
Grotthauſen, both now alive, and chen prefem, Were 
my camp comrades, I gave them the letter to read 
and they laughed at its Contents, It Was determined 
to LED it to our fuperior dſſicer; Jaſehinſky, oh a 
promiſe of ſecreſy, and it was arg ſhewn him. 
within an hour a ber it Was received. yr aw 
The reader will be ſo Kind as de recolleft that, as 1 
have before ſaid, it was this Cohnel Jufchirahy Who, 
on the at of February, the fame Fudr, at Berlin, 
prevailed on me tu write to the Auſtriam Trenck, my 
couſin q that he received the letter open, and under 
took to ſend it according to its addrefs; allo het in 
this letter, I in jeſt had aſked him to ſend me ſomt 
Hungarian horſes, and when they cathe, had promiſed: 
one to Jaſchinſky. Ie xeud the letter with an air of 
ſome ſupriſe; We ladghed, and, it being whiſpered 
Wa the army that, in W of out late 
SF ages + 
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Victory, detached c would be ſent into Hungary, 
Jaſchinſky ſaid, We ib U now go and — 2 
„ian horſes for ourſelves.“ Here the converſation 

eee. 

4 I muſt here make the following obſervations :.- - : 
1ſt. I had not obſerved the date of the letter, 
brought by the-poſt-man, which, as I have faid,-was 

four months back : This, however the colonel did not 

fail to remark. 1 It a 4B EE r 4s $e3c7 | GS N 

_ 2dly, The probability is, that this was a net ſpread 
for me, by this falſe and wicked man. The return of 
my horſes, during the preceding campaign, had been 
the ſubjett of much converſation. - It is poſſible he 

had the King's orders to watch me; but more proba- 

bly he only prevailed on me to write that he might en- 
trap me, by a fictitious anſwer. Certain it is, my 
couſin Trenck, at Vienna, affirmed to his death, he 
never received any letter from me, conſequently 
never could {end any anſwer, I muſt therefore con- 

clude this letter was forged, 7 en 7 

Jaſchinſky was at this time, one of the King's fa- 
vourites; his ſpy over the army, a tale-bearer, an in- 
ventor of lies and wicked calumnies. Some years af- 
ter the event of which I am now ſpeaking, the King 
was obliged to break, and baniſh him the country. 

He was then alſo the paramour of the beauteous 
Madame Broflart, wife of the Saxon Reſident at Ber- 
lin, and there can be but little doubt but that this falſe 

letter was by her means conveyed to ſome Saxon or 

Auſtrian poſt- office, and thence, according to its ad- 
dreſs, ſent to me. He had daily opportunities of in- 
fuſing ſuſpicions into the King's mind concerning me, 
and, unknown to me, purſuing his diabolical plan. 

1 muſt likewiſe add, he was four hundred ducats 
indebted te me; I always having a plentiful ſupply of 
money. This booty became his own, when I, unex- 
amined,, was arreſted; and thrown'into priſon; In like 
manner he ſeized on the greateſt part of my camp 

gap ee, v 8 
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ja beaten one 2 we 


our quatrel. The Lithuanian is, by Mature, Obſtimate 
anfl revengeſul ande Aden ane reaſan to | 
believe he:ſought-my N 
Cod wnly-knows-what: — means be. took 2c 
excite-thin, King's Iuſpicians ; for it is incredible, that 
Frederic, confiderng his WE root projecſhons: | rode 
Out! hearing/i without 1OXat x ks * — 
caurt-marſhal. His, . a2 mx 
ery, which.the King alone was able. d ax plain,s He 
n convinced I was innocent g but my 
tufferings had een t cruel,, the miſeries he ad u- 
ferry for me Varo hope compentation. 
In an affair of this nature, Wwhisgh wall: oon be 
Known to. all Europe, as ät long has been in Pruſſia, 
the weakeſt is always guilty. Ihave been made _p 


terrible ng, to this: * age, e true that max- 
im is in ic tobe ds Fin 


A x0y.cank having nee. unjuſtly Cellered, | 
ing che power I ſufferings Kno 
muſt either. be highly rewarded, or Still more * 4 | 


puniſhed. My name and injuties will ever ſtain the 
annals of — — 2 _ thoſe Who ajcad 
this bock will, perhaps ſuppo rom political mo- 
tives af hope or fear, have ſometimes concealed 


It maſt ever rama ingamprahendble, chat a mon- 
| arch ie cleat-ghted, himſelf the daily witneſs of my 
demeanqr, «| r acquainted wüh mankind, >a 
conſcious ted neither money, honor, nor hope 
of future —— Jay it is incomprchenſible e 
hed re ok me guilty... I take God to wit- 
neſs, and all thoſe who knew me in . ee 
misfortune, I nexer-harboured. a thought 
my country. How was- it-poſſible to ſuſpett me 21 1 
* neither r Bor en rr ene 
V R 1 1 
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eat 1 was à cornet of the body-guard, Alhutatit, to the 
1 and, poſſeſſed his favour and confidence in the 


- higheſt degree. His preſents to me in one year, 


amounted to fifteen hundred dollars. 1 keptifeveh 
Horſes, four men in livery: Was valued di ſtin- 
guiſhed, and beloved by the miſtreſs of my ſoul. My 
relations held high offices, both civil and military: 1 


was even fanatically devoted to my King and 'COUun- 


Ty; and had nothing to Win. n 24444 
That 1 ſhould become thus wretched; in conſe- 
uence of this unfortunate letter; is 'equally wohgdet- 
1 It came by the public poſtis Had there boen | 
any criminal correſpondence; my K inſmam ce 
would not have choſen this mode 
fince, it is well known, all ſuch letters are opened; 


nor could I act more openly! My colonel read the 


letter I wrote, and alſo that Which I received imme- 
diately after it was brought. doo nbi ok; 

The day after the receipt of his letter IWasg as Þhave. 
be fore ſaid, unheard, unaccuſed, unjudged, conducted 
Vike a eniminal from the army, by fifty huffars, and 
impriſoned 1 in the fortreſs of Abe -I'was allowed to 
take three horſes,” and my ſervants, but my Whole 
equipage was left dehimd; which I never ſaw more, and 
i, e became the booty of Jaſehinſky. My. icom- 


"miſſion was given to Cornet Selfatyel, "and 1 eafhiered, 
*without knowing why." There were no legal inqui- 


ries made; all was done by the King's — : 
Unhappy people! Where power is ſuperior to law, 
Fart where the innocent, and the virtudus meet pun- 
iſhment inſtead of reward. © Unhappy land where 
the omnipotent Suen is Gun WII I fupbrſetles all 
legal ſentence, er _— — in 6 INTE life 
and honour. ais I eigen 
I once more repeat; 1 was 18 — to the citadel of 
Glatz: I Was not however, thrown into a | 


but impriſoned in a chamber of the offibes: oft the 
guard; Was allowed my fervants! to Wait on N and 


Permitted to walk*on'the ramparts. n en: 
I did not want moncy, and thers' was only, a de- 
tachment from the garriſon regiment in the citadel of 
7, 
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cM eich were all, poor. I: ſoon, 
had both friends and fr Beams and the zich priſaneg 
N 82541047}, nr TY 
He-only. Who had known * in this the ardour of 
my youth, Who had Witneſſed how high 1. aſpired, 
and the fortune that attended me at Berlin, can im- 
agine vthat my feelings Were, at aging myſelf thus 
. e high bopes, n I daribarreh toon n 
1 wrote ſubmillively to the King, requeſting to be 
tried by a court-marſhal, and not deſiring any favour, 
ſhould I be found guilty. This, haughty nes in a 


youthþ was diſpleaſing, and J received no anſwer, 


which-threw-me into deſpair, and induced me to uſe 
every poſſible means to obtain my liberty. 
My hrſt care was to eſtabliſh, by the intervention. 


of an officer, a certain correſpondence with the objet᷑t 


of my heart. She anſwered, ſhe Was far from ſuppoſ- | 
ing I had everentertained the leaſt thought: traiterous 
to my country: that ſhe knew, too well, JI was perfect - 
ly incapable of diſſimulation. She blamed the Prerip- 
itate anger, and,unjuſt ſuſpicions. of, the King; -prom-- 
iſed me ſpeedy aid, and ſent me a thouſand Sy 
Had d, at this-exitical- moment, poſſeſſed a prudent 

and intelligent friend, who could have calmed my 


impatience, nothing perhaps, might have been more 


eaſy than to have obtained pundon of the King; by: 

Proving my innocence; or, perhaps, than to have in- 

duced him to puniſh my enemies. | 
But the officers, Who then were at. Glatz, td bo 


flame of, diſcontent. They ſuppoſed the money I ſo 


freely diſtributed, came all from Hungary, furniſhed. 
by the pandour cheſt ; and adviſed me not to ſuffer © 


my Freedom to depend, upon the will of the King, es 


enjoy it in his deſpitc,.. +» 
It Was not more eaſy to give 1 ee 4 135 
nerigads: & man to take it, Who, till then, had never 
encountered any ching, hut good fortune, and who, 
conſequently, ſupported.this reverſe with impatience., — 
{ was, not Vet, however, gczermaped, be cauſe I could. 
ee e: ot d s 1 hoc l 6614 BOD 
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not yet reſolve to abhanden my/comntry, aud 
nn. lac 
Five months ſoon paſſed away in priſon 5: Peace was 
enctades } the King TO returned to his capital : 
My commilſion in the guards was beſtowed o — 
other, Wherr — Piaſehky, of the vegiment of 
| Fouquet, a and Enfign Reitz, who often mounted guard 
over me, propoſed that they and I ſhould eſoape to- 
gether. I yielded, our an was fired; 643%: ef 
r ftep taken. nme 
At that time — another \pviſoeies':ath daes, 
whole: name was Manget; by birth a Swifs and 
fan ef cavalry in the Natzmerſchen huſfars; he 1d ; 
been broken, and condemned, by a eeurt-mavfhal, to 
ten years impriſonment, with ay ores ne oy 
four rix-dollars per month. neben 
Havirrg done this man kindmeſfes; 1 — 
reſcue him alfo from bondage, at the fame time with. 
myſelf. F commumicated my deſign, and mathe the 
propofal, which was — by him, and meaſures 
were taken; yet were we betrayed by ieee 
who thus obtained pardon and free dont. n 
Piaſehky, who had bee informed that Nek Wen 
ares; faved himſelf by deſerting. Þ denied. ths 
fact in preſence of Manget, with whort I was eo 
fronted; and bribed: the Auditor with x hundred due- 
ats. By this eas Reitz only ſuffered à year's fn. 
priſonment, and the laſs of his comtmi ffioh.  Þwas 
chen clofety confined in a chamber, for having en- 
deavoured- to corrupt the Ring! S officers, RE Was 
gur ded with greater caution; © 2% iss 
Here I will interrupt my narrative, Smet. to 
relate an adventure which happened betw6er me and 
this Captain Manget, three. yy e err 
fay, in 1749, at Warfaw. eee 
I there met him by — at ir nor Miheede us 
imagine what was the fatutation he received. Lea 
ed him; he took this ill, and chatlenged me to fight 
With piſtols. Captain Heuck — of the Poliſh guards, 


was my Wee [Wo boch together: | * 


R RGN TRENGK «96: 
be fell denden 


t A inne 
_— e eee Wen dien 
| 2 ke — En I tot His cowandiy- 
treachery. te warts the two brave fellows of. õ,j,Zm 1 
have fpokens ad ſtill mare je with reſpett to myfeli 
who had been ns benefattor : Amd-Lown I have nev- 
or reprotebed myſelf: for this duel, by which h fem 
raſtah ait df the wrFnlld ))) 3 
I return to my tale. My deſtiny at Glatz; wawmdow: 

Fee ſeverr. The King fuſ-⸗ 
piciors were matcated; as like wiſel was: Bin ige en 
this ny. late attempt to eſcap ee. ho 81 > 
: Left to myſelf, JI cor dered my 

worſt pointer views: . flight 
or death. The length and cle Ns of my cen fine 


ment bedame inſuppor my impationt temper. 
I had always had the garriſum on ee hide, nor was 
it pothblc to: prevent my making friends among ther, 


They knew I had: money; anck in: a oor garriſon regi- 
ment; the. aſheers of which-ave all Matichied, having 
moſt of them heen draſted fromm other corps and ent 
thither as a puniſhmentg there was nothing that. might 
not be undertalen- Fete wi inan DÞ ver woo 
cee uren foleaus: FM EYED en ar 
looked towards: the city, and vras mine. 
— in the-tower:of the citallel, out 
of Which 1 could: not gots without having found: 
Penker imthencity. ohm hEua;tweů ib > 
This an ofherr undertooie me, 
Bailer —— rag -hakbivag: 
places then matched» my penknife, and ſaved. 
throughi tree lurge irom harz; butt his- was torr tire- 


„ „ = TW. 


tome moe, it: being pcw tight bars 

ram my window, before I cn paſs through: An- 

| other-officer. procured me {le which Las obliged: 

; vo aſe — | JOIN an. +44 
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eee of irmocence WAS 2 C 


AS THE LI FUE) oer 


the ſheets of my e deſcended Lafoly. From this, | 
aſtoniſning height. k en ui Bub a8 


It rained, the night was: akon ad 115. ac Frag 


nate; but I had to wade through moats full of mud, be 


fore I could enter the city, a-circumſtanceT had nev- 
er once conſidered... I funk up to the knees, and after 
long ftruggling,.and-incredible efforts to get out, I-was 
oblig ed, — to call the centinel, a deſired him 
to 5 and tell m_ erg Tena was ſtuck faſt in 
a ditch. #7344 a4 x #£ +3 + #5 1 * + EZ i 5 [EY $64)-5 1 1 
My —— was! the greater on this occaſion; bel 
cauſe. that General Fouquet was then Governor of 


Glatz. Je was one of the cruelleſt of men. He had 


been wounded b 22 y father in a duell; and the Auſ- 
train Trenck had taken his baggage in 1744, and alſe 


laid i the country of Glatz under contribution. Io 


Was therefore an enemy to the very name of Trenck ; 
nor did he loſe. any opportunity of giving me proofs: 
of his enmity, and eſpecially on the preſent occaſion, 
when he left me ſtanding in the mucktilb noon, the 
port of the ſoldiers. I Was then drawn out, half 


dead, only again tos be impriſoned, and ſhut up the- 


whole day without water to waſn me. No one cam 
imagine how I looked, exhauſted and dirty, my long 
hair having fallen into the mudgwith:which, by my 
krruggling, it was loaded. I remained in this condi- 
tion; till the next day, When two Wes ren 
were ſent to aſſiſl, and clean me. Were, 
impriſonment now —— 1 n 
160 ſtilf eighty louis d' ors in my purſe, Which had; 


not been taken from me at my removal. mto:anothev 


dungeon, and theſe afterward did me gaod ſervice. 
The pa ſſions now all affaibed me at once, and impet- 
vous, boiling,, youthful blood overpowered reaſon ; 
hope diſappeared; I thought myſelf the moſt anfoured 
nate of men, a0 my King an irreconeileable judge, 
more wrathful and fortified in ſuſpicion by my on 
raſnneſs. My nights were fleeplets, my days miſeras 
ble: My fout was tortuked by the deſire of fame Ac 
itar zed: ſtimulus, 

4 , __ 
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unexpe- 
— in woe and diſaſtrous fate, beholds every evil 
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me to end my ene been 


magnified, and defponds on every new diſappoint-: 
ment, more eſpeci having failed in attempting 
freedom. Educaton had t me to deſpiſe death, 
and thefe opinions had — confirmed by — 
friend La Metrie, author of the 1 | 
Me Machine, or, Mam a Machine. 2-0 EF 
I read much during my — Gia whores | 
books were allowed me; time was therefore leſs ted - 
jous : Butawhenh the love of liberty awoke, when 
fame andaffeftioncalied me to Berlin, and my balked 
es painted the wretohedneſs of my. ſituation; hen 
I r my loved country, judging by appear- 
ances, could not but pronounce me a traitor; then 
was I hourty impelled to ruſn on the naked bayonets. 
of my * 17 — to me the vray of freedom was: 
barred. Ar GIII 105 26.1533 eur nic irre Serniw 
Big with Gans thoughts, eight Gays) had not. 
elapſed; ſince my laſt fruitleſs attempt to efcape; when 
an event happened which would appear incredible, 
were I, the principal actor in the ſeene, not alive ta 
atteſt its truth, and might not all Glatz, and the Pruſ- 
ſian army be. produced as eye and car witneſſes, 
This incident avill prove that bold, and even raſn dar- 
ing, will render the moſt improbable undertakings 
po ſſible, and that doſperate attempts, may often make 
= general more fortunate: and, fm, aa. nge | 
and beſt-concerted plans. 4 4 
Major Doo“ came to viſit me, ä bead an 
officer the . and an adſutant. After examin- 
f N A GG 2 WF, nn 32 * ks ve 1a. S is; RG A. RP 
DIODE £5320 K ot 
N.. ſame Doo 9 of Clatz — the 
even 3 n Having been ſurpriſed i — 
— mores ven e tohich occaſtoned ine loſs rofe 
Glatz. lim with infamy, and baniſhed. 
ham —— —. In 1764, he. came toi ienna, En 
Tgave him ulms- Ile was by birth an Italian, a; ſelfiſh; 
r 2 e Ae, n 9 ofs 
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117g every cechiviof „he. 
— —E— — : 
my liberty; adding; tus muſt — rar 
r qibtie King. riet ande: wih, i. 
day) blood boiled ar the vrd'crime: He talketh of 
patience ;  Eatked how ſong the King hack cendernrted. 
me to impriforment:; — a traitor to his 
country, Who has correſpoirded with char eneniy can 
not be condemned for à certain time; hut maſt de- 
and pardom on the binn 4% 
x: — — ſnatched his fword: from: his ſide, 
aon uchich my eyes had fome time been fixed; ſprang 
aut ot the door, thæe thio caontinel from — 
bottom of the ſtairs, paſted the guard, WH 
tobe before the priſon door to relieve 
attacked them-ſword in hand, threw: them ——— 
into furpriſe by the marmer in which I laid about me, 
_ wounded four men, made way — che reſt, fprang; 
6ver the breaft-work of the r 5 and: with my 
feword:drawn in my hand; e eee this 
without reeei the leait | 
— —— fafety; and — 
fortune. None of their atms were loaded; no one 
e after me; and in order to purſue, they muſt 
| thetownandthe Wes ine citadel, 
———— half an hure ton. 
A centinel: however in a narrow paſſage, endeav. 
dured too fligkt, hut dene his bead bayo- 
net, and — hin in the face. & ſecond centi- 
aul, mean time came from the outworks to! foi me 
behind; and! 1; to avoid him made atfpring-at the pa 
en; rr r Was: nne A ny — and: 


=Y 


witt- „ 11 SID 34 5 2 247% n 240 n ee TE 
Ronquaty an" Gert browgit meg peoples 10-mijory,.  He- 
ane oraature _ Fug uetʒ —————— 

7 amt, but kandfome x-and having: debauched hie 
Saen, dag hen after, married. her whenve at 
Ae his goody" aud d lengths ts ai fortunn. Ile 2 
 kuowletge ta defend a fortrefs' again the enen 
5 rendered hu "x to corrupt... 
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in my upper lipg tho on- 

— — — — "rc 
kers; 0ant-dra ed: me» back couprilanyav brink 

| | ed my ſeli hike a man g e1 | 


r rape, and gained th 'Þ 
mighi Thaverfied — having at noon 
day broke from the fortrefs of Glatz, fprung Paſſ. all 
its. centinels, "avert all its wall, and paſſed withiums | 
y, in deſpite of the.) guanl,, ho wert undes 
inns, rey — L fhauld, not, hauing a 
{word,-have? fingle opponent, anch was 
able 0 content: wirt 22 11 Dae 
That good fortune, which hackt ſo far: attended me, 
Wrfech 1e 20 the palifadoes, where hope was at an. 
end, Te fovernties of impriſonment were ingreaſed; 
two-centincls:andian under oficer were locked im with 
me, and were themſelves grranded hy centinels avaths 
2 _ heareri and wounded: by. 3 
muſkets, m t foot was: fpraineds, I Mead, 
and my CP? rs ME Ee leſs tha a month. 
I was now firſt informed the King had and con- 
demned me to a: year's: iapriſonment, in ander to 
learn Whether his ſuſpicions: were welb founded, 
— had 1 for me; and — rere 
You! ſon tall remain 4 pear: ihr ge e 
iſment ſor His raſh corre ſpondenca. SNN iss 
Of chis B was igriorants- and it 2 
impri Wus for life. T had only thute weeks 
longer to repine ar be loſs af liberty, when I made 
this rafn What muſt the King think ? Was 
he not obliged to aft wirh this ſeverity? How could 
prudenee excuſe my impatience, thus to rifle a confif- 
catton, when I was certain of receiving ju 
tifieation, and honour, in three weeks f Bus, ſuch. Wa 
kn Yo morons fate, eircumſtances all tended to injure 
| jr me, bill at e 1 82 reaſon ee 
Poe: was: a traitor, - 10TW andang the purny 
my wen: oomatly ST e 6-4 e e139 DENY csi 
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Once more, then, was. I in a dungeon and no n- 
er was I there, than I formed new: projets ofidlaghtc:: 
L firſt gained the intimacy of my guards Thad money, 
and this, with the compaſſion I had inſpiredyrmighit 
effect any thing among diſcoiitented Pruſſtan ſoldiers. 
Soon had I gained thirty-two men, Who were ready 
to execute on the firſt ſignal hate ven I ſhould com 
mand. Iwo or three excepted, they were unacqquaint- 
ed with each other; they conſequently could not all 
be betrayed at a time; and I had choſen the under- 
officer 7 Nicholai, to head them. aft ute £90 u Thc! | 
The garriſon conſiſted only of one hundred and 
twenty men, from the garrifon;regiment, the reſt being 
diſperſed in the country of Glatz, and: four officer, 
their commanders, three of whom were in my intereſt. 
Every thing was prepared; fwords and piſtols were 
concealed in an oven, Which was in my priſon. We 
intended to give liberty to all the priſoners, and res 
tire, by heat of drum, into: Bohemia. mas ore 
Unfortunately, an Auſtrian deferter, to whom Ni-. 
cholai had imparted our deſign, went and diſcovere; 
our conſpiracy. The Governor inſtantly ſent his: 
adjutant to the citadel; with orders that the officer on 
guard ſhould arreſt Nicholai, and with his men, 
take poſſeſſion of the caſemaie 111 
Nicholai was one of the guard, and the lieutenant 
was my friend, and being in the ſeeret, gave the ig: 
nal that all was diſcovered. Micholai only knewrall 
the conſpirators, ſeveral of Whom were, that day, on 
guard. He inſtantly formed his reſolution, leaped 
into the caſemates, crying, Comrades, to arms, we 
are betrayed ! all followed to the guardchouſe, 
where they ſeized on the cartridges, the offiter ha w- 
ing only eight men, 'and::thaeatening to hre onwhas; 
ever ſhould offer reſiſtanse, came: to deliver me from 
priſon ; but the iron door was too ſtrong, and the, 
time too ſhort, for that to be demoliſhed - Nichelai, 
ealling to me, bid me aid them, but in vaing and per- 
cciving nothing more could be done fon ine, this brave; 
man, heading nineteen others, marched te the gate ke 
5 122 | > AQ 
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theicinaded; — ane et and; ten fold- 
iets, obliged thedſe:to-aocompanyrhim; and thus arrived 
ſafelycati Braumaug in. Rohemiaai for before the news 
was ſpreact through che city, and men Were: collected 
for the purſuit, eee, — halfway an their 
1. ub erp of] 
ITW O years after, l amet with chis extraordinary man 
at Ofenbourg;-where!ihe, was a writer; he entered 
immedäately: intò my ſervice; and became my friend, 
but died. ſome inonths after; of a burning fever, at 
my Huafrtersiin Hungary iat which I Mas deeply gige 
ed, for his memory wilbever be dearito me πt 
+No0w:wass, ex poſed. c all che ſtorms of ill fortune: 
A profocution s entered againiſt me as a conſpira- 
tor, who Wanted to corrupt 2 — ſoldiers of 
the King. They commanded me to name the remain- 
ing canſpirators ; but to theſe queſtions I made no 
arilwerpexcopt by ſtedfaſtly deelaring I Was an inno- 
vent priſoner, an officer unjuſtly broken ; unjuſtly, 
pecauſe i had never been hrought-:a0:trial ; that con- 
tequently, L Was releaſed from all my enge ts 5 
nor couldaãt be thought extraordinary — I-ſhould 
avail myſelf of that law of nature, which gives every 
man a right to defend bis: honour: defamed, and ſeek,” 
by everyn poſſible means ta regain his Aibertysz z that 
uch Had been my {ole purpoſe in every qnterpriſe 1 
had formed, and ſuch thould ft! continue to be, for 
was determined on theipurſbit; till E ſhould' either 
be crowned with ſucceſs, or loſe my life in the attempt. 
Ihings thus remained; every precaution, was taken 
except chat Lias not put in irons g it being a law in 
Pruſſla, that no: geritleman yi or officer, can be loaded 
with, chains, unleſs liechas firſt; for ſome extme, been 
delwered overdtotbheentecmiener, and nd this 
hack d. theeninneaſrobr) ! b ES 
The ſoldiers were withdrawn from: my ee - 
but the greateſt ill Mas I had expended all my money, 
and my kind miſtreſs, at Berlin, with whom I had 
abways cor reſpandedꝭ and-which my per ſecutors could 
eee 1+ ene LIMA III 
WRT Es ATV 22 a | | 1 12 My 
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26 My tears Mow) with yours; the cui fs withoin 
— dare mo move eſcape i you cans. M 
* Gdehity-wall vor be the ſame, hon it ſhalldbe .pol- 
4 ble re 
*©y01:merit'a better fate i Ni iin 

This letter was a thunderbolt My eke 
ever fl was, that the officers were not 
andithatzt Was their duty to viſit my chamber —.— 
times a day, and examine what paſſed; from which. 
eircumſtanoe I felt my hopes -:fomowhat reise. 
Hence an adventure ha Enn almoſt un- 

exampled in tales of &ni W. 1 Wirk 

Allieutenant, whoſe 3 a Dane by na- 
tion, mounted guard every fourth day, and was the 
terror of the hole. garriſon; for being a perfect maſ- 
ter of arms, he was ineeſſantly involved in quarrels, 
and generally left his marks behind him. He had 
-ferved in-twe regiments, neither of which-wauld-affo- 
. ciate with him for this reaſon, and he had been ſemt to 
the garriſon regiment at Glatz, as a puniſſiment. 
Bach, one day, fitting beſide me, related how the 
eventing before, he had wounded a llicutenanty of the 
name of Schell, in the arm. Lreplied, laughing, had 

I my liberty, 1 believe yo would find ſome trouble 

in wounding me, fer I have ſome fkill in the ſwond. 

The blood inſtantly flew in his! face ; We fplitioffa 
kind of pair of foils from an old door, wiietriud-for- 
vel me as a table, and at the firſt unge, I Hib him on 
the breaſt. 

LO rage wha week „and he left Fg priſ- 
What was my aſtonifiment; when a momentaf- 

"9 I {ſaw him n with two ſoldiers' ſ words, which 
he had concealed under his coat. Now, then, hoaſ- 
ter, prove. ſaid he, giving me one of them, L. tat 

L ethou art able to do.“ 1 Zn him 


by repreſenting che danger, but ineffectuadlly. at- 
Ne me with che utmoſt. fury, arid: 1 wounded him 
ere 4 Ar Ini 


A & his bool down he! no-] eres 
ck, kiſſed me, n At length, after ſome 
FS 


| convullive 


berty ro 


Hie left me, wid ſecretly went tel furßec , 
Pr 8 dreſſed, and at night 1etür fel?! 


mould eſcape, wes e eme or guard bald de- 
ſert with me; that He Wied nothin 1 015 mort ardentlv 
than to ſacrifite his tife ft thy vVeralf, But that Fe 
could trot reſolve {6 faf ta forge is bott ür and duty 
as to defert Hithſelf, While oft gust: He Hütwirk⸗ 
ſtanding; gave mie his Word 82 b Holt He (ported Hd 
ine uch à perfon, in 4 few cas; und rhar in the 
mean time he would pre pare every ching for m Highr. 
He returned the fame evening, bein, 0 With Ritzi 


3 


Lieutenant Schell, and as he entefct afk, Here is 
* your man.“ Schell enbfaced pe, gave His word of 


ed, my liberty aſcettained,” 
We now began to deliberate on the. Wiens neceflary 


garriſon at Habelſchwert to the eiradel of Glatz, and 
in two days Was to mount guard e over me, till when, 
our attempt was ſuſpended. I have before (aid, 1 fe: 


WFP CW. x FT 


and my purſe at 1 10 ent, only DT MTA? ſome fix 165 
4 toles. It was therefore Telolved. that Bach (Houle 


In 


mine in that 


| officers and I, all under ſtood each other, Captain, Rod- 


er alone excepted, who was exact, Agid, and £ gave. 
trouble on all oeccaſions.“ | 


- 


a good friendly man, and ardently defirous I ſhould 


man which will both 3 and We lt 1,2 reader. 
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bourid up His arm as well * 6 E eee 


to obtain ottr purpoſe. Schell Was juſt” EOme ron 


1 ceived no more 54 lies from my beloved ſtreſs, 5 


to Schweidnite, and obtain Honey of a ture friend oF] f 


Here muſt 1 inform the reader that, at this time, the ; 


Major Quaadt was my Kinſman by my 8 s fide, 


1 hall 4 we a gurther account, in my Narrative, of this 


of 


nw remar keck that f as AAR imp RbBle 1 1 


honor, and thus was the affair Tetthed, aft as it Prov. 


eſcape, ſeeing my calamities were now fo much in- 
creaſed 
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creaſed. The der lieutenants, Who nn 


mounted guard over me, were Bach, Schroeder, Lu- 
nitz, and Schell. The firſt, was the grand Ener, 
and made all the preparations; Sch hell was to. deſert 


with me; and Schroeder and, Lunitz, three days 


74 


aftor, were to follow. * 
No one ought to be ſurp 1 officers 2 garri- 
ſon regiments ſhould me ſo ready to deſert. They are 
in general men of violent paſſions, quarrelſome, over- 
whelmed with debts, or unfit for. ſervice. F They are 
generally ſent to garriſon as a puniſhment, and 
are called the refuſe. of the army. Diſſatisße with 
their ſituation, their pay N oy deſpiſed by the 
troops, ſuch men expecting ad ene be brought 
to engage in thè moſt, deſperate ertaking. None 
of them can hope for their diſcharge and they live 
in the utmoſt poverty. They all boped by. 24 means, 
to better their fortune, I always having had money 
enough; and with money, nothing is more eaſy, than 
to.find friends, i in places where each individual i 5 de- 
ſirous of eſcaping from ſlavery. OF! . 
The talents of Schell were of a ſuperior, order; : he 


ſpoke and wrote {ix languages, and was well ; acquaint: 


ed with all the fine arts. He had ſerved in the re 
ment of Fouquet; had been injured by his colonel, 
who was a Pam. and Fouquet, who. Was no 
friend to well informed officers, had ſent hun. e 4 
garriſon ent Be had twice, Ng Ec his. Hi 
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man, chat & + may not, in | this. ay ee my 
ſtory. We determined every thing ſhould, be prepar- 
ed againſt the firſt time Schell mounted guard, and 


that our project ſhould be executed on the next. 


Thus, as he mounted guard every, four ge the 
#ighth was to be. Sat; ob our 8 11 
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he Covert” micdiitiitlc; had besen informöch how 
familiar I was become with the officers, at which, 
taking offence, he ſent orders that my doors ſhould no 
more be opened, but that I ſhould receive my food 
through a ſmall window, that had been made for that 
purpoſe. The; care of the priſon Was committed to 
the major, and he was forbidden to eat with me, un- 
der pain of being broken... 8 

His precautions were ineffectual; the officers pro- 
cured a falſe key, and remained with me half the day 


a FFF 
Beſide my priſon + was that of Captain Damnitz. 
This man had deſerted from the Pruffian ſervice, with 
the men belonging to his company, to Auſtria, where 
he obtaind a commiſſion in his couſin's regiment, who 
having prevailed on him to ſerve as a ſpy, during the 
campaign of 1744, he was taken in the Pruſſian ter- 
ritories, known, and condemned to be hanged ' _ 
Some Swediſh volunteers, who were then in the 
army, intereſted themſelves in his behalf, and his ſen- 

tence was changed to perpetual impriſonment, with a 
ſentence of infamy, - e 3 
I his wretch, who, two years after, by his protett- 
ors, not only obtained his liberty, but a lieutenant- 
colonel's commiſſion, was then the ſecret ſpy of the 
major over the priſoners; and here marked that; not- 
withſtanding the expreſs prohibition laid on the offi- 
_ cers, they ſtill paſſed the greater part of their time in 


The 24th of December came, and Schell mounted 
uard, ' He entered my priſon immediately; where 
continued a long time, and we made our arrange- 
ments for flight When he next ſhiould mount guard. 
Lieutenant Schroeder, that day, dined with the 
Governor, and heard orders given to the adjutant that 
Schell ſhould be taken from the guard, and put under 


Schroeder, who was in the ſecret, had no doubt but 
that we were betrayed, not knowing that the ſpy 
Damnitz had informed the Governor, that Schell Was 


* 


dien in my chamber... Shroeder, 


C 
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e der 296 why 76 0 aptly ber Bak: aden 


© reſt,” 
10 te 175 7 provided for. e bi 
x, by Dying £ngly. rocder havi BIFPAT | 
es, on one of w ich feel 6 fgred 19, ccm 
him into Bohemia. ene wo sense 
How did this worthy man, in a moment is. danger 
R's his. friend.? - Er DD Aki © b:;: 
Runnin denly. into my priſon, Jig drew, A gor 
paral e from under his coat, and: ſaid. . Rxiend, 
© we are betrayed, follow. me, only de hot (pany; = 
ta fall alive Kee the hands of, my enemies. 
1 would. have f CB, but, 1 1 me, 
taking me by the hand, he added, Follow...ng,; we 
*© have nat a moment to ! - 1 therefors fipt a 
my coat and JOS. without having time. e take the 
little money: L had left 5 and, as we went gut ofthe 
Priſga, Schell laid to the, ceatingl, + Lam taking che 
"priſoner iczo the officer's e apartment; and. Where 
. | 
Int this FOO We: really went, but r * ak ay 
other der, The delign of Schell was, t g under 
the Atſenzl _ Was not far off, to. gain tha, g 
cred. WY 1tap the Palifagars, and. afterwards. scope. 


the belt we might. wi F i. N 27+; 1 22 1 — 24. $15 
(We had ſcarcely. gone a hundred paces. before We. 
met the adjutant and Major Quaad. 


Schall ſtarted back, ſprang upon the rampart, and 
leapad from the wall, which was there not very hi 
I followed, and. alichted unhurt,excopt having grased 
my houlder. My dag friend was not fo fartunatc,. 
having put gut his ausle. - He immediately drew his, 
{ward; preſented it ta me, and begged. me to diſpateh 
him, and fly. He was a mall weak. man; but, far 


from comply ing with his requeſt, I took him in ws 


arms, hre wshimm over the alifadass, afterwards: got 
him oa my hack, and began 10 run, without: very wells x 
knowing which Way Lese 0c burk Stops 

a e e 
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nate ab- that favoured our enterpriſe. A 
Ihe ſun had juſt ſet as we too tol flight; the hoar 
; froſt fell. No one-Would run the fame: riſk! we? had 


y to remark didhs v 


done, by making ſordangerous à leap- We heard a 


terrible noiſe behind us. Every body knew us; but 


before they could go round the citadel, and through 
the ton, in order to rn er bad gor gf half 
HO 54 rites 

The alarm Den fired beſides we were CY ws 
Jved paces di at which my friend was very much 
terrified, knowing: that in ſuch cafes it was generally 


impoſlible to eſtape from Glatz, unleſs the fugitives 
had got the ſtart U two hours before the alarm guns 


were fired; the paſſes being immediately all ſtopped 
by the peaſants and huffars, who are exceedingly vig- 
ilant. No ſooner is a priſoner miſſed than the gunner 
runs from the guard-houſe, and fires the cannon on 


the three ſides of the fortreſs, which are ow es | 


day and night; for that purpoſe, OE EIB 
We were not five hundred: paces from the walls, 7 


when all before us and behing us were in motion. dt. 
was day-light when'we leaped, yet was our attempt as 


fortunate as it Was r re 3 Als J attribute to 
preſence of mind, and the reputation I had already ac 
quired; Which made it thought a ſervice of . for 
two or three men to attack: me.. i £445 

_ Ivwasitbefide; imagined we were well provided arty 


arms for our den and it was little ſuſpected that 
Schell had only his ſword, nn. Ian rol: r wy | 


bre. {$5 «4 * 


Among the officers el to Pore us, was 


Lieutenant Bart, my intimate friend.. aptain Zerbſt, 

of the regimentof Fouquet; Who — eaive teſtified 
the kindneſs of-a:brother towards me, met: us on the 
Bohemian frontiers, and called to me, make toithe 


left, brother, and you will ſee ſome lone: houſes, which 


are on the Bohemian confines ; the huffars: hve rode 
ſtraight ene Hoe then bade on, 1 0 if he 3 


ken US r * 


* 
e * A | i We | 
ge e 
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We had nothing te fear fror ee benin 
- timacyin the Pru ſſian army was, at that timeiʒſo g 
and the word of honour ſo-facred,; that hiring dontty; 
orous detention at Glatz, I had been orice ſta wind 
thirty hours hunting at Neurgde; at The ſhatrof Barum 
Stillfriede ? Lunita had taken my place im the priſon, 
which the major knew when he came to make his wiſ . 
it. Hence may be gathered hom great Was the nn f.. 
dence in which the word of the unfortunate Trenck 
was held at Glatz; ſince they did not fear letting him 
leave: his dungeon, and hant ow the very confinds of 
Bohemia. This ſhews the Governor was deceived, 
in deſpite af his watchfulneſs and orders and that a 
mam of honour, with money, n d head and 
heart, will never want friends. 
ITheſe my memairs will be the picture of what the 
national character then ' Was; and veilb prove that, 
with Officers who lived hke- rang and heit their 
words fo ſacred, the great \Bredexicr well might: vans 
quiſh his enemies. Ar at wot eib 
Arbitrary power has eee -whip/ of 
Havery; and mechanic: fubordination has eradicated 
theie noble and rational incitements--te concord and 
honour. In ſtead of theſe, miſtruſt and ſlavich fear 
have arifen, the enthuſiaſtie fpirit of the Brandenberg 
warrior declines, and into this _— have I 
other European ſtates fallen. Sr DS No. 
Scarcely had I borne. my iam: three — 
bes before I fat him don, and loaked round me; but 
darkneſs came on ſo faſt that I could ſee.neither tewn. 
nor citadel; e eee could not be 
feen. WGs Ann Tft abit 
My preſencs of ak did not — : Death or 
freedom was | my determination. Where ure we; 
Schell ? Said I to my friend. Where does Bohemia 
ie p On which ſide is the river Neifs n The worthy 
wm could make no anſwer, his mind was all confu! 
Kon, and he deſpaired of our eſcapa : He ſtill, hows 
ever, entreated I would:not- let him be taken alive, 
. affirmed my labour W a in Vain 4 SISA 
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having prowiſed, — Þ 
— rien 


wenn were e aatbe 
round, and :knew:rby — _fehs 


the city gates. I aſked him, W hene is che. N iſe FHH 
ide ways Al Glatz has ſcen u- fyvrowards 
i the C mountains z ät 19 e ſhould 
< avoid the huflars, the paſſes being all guarded, and. 
(%, heſet with enemi ad. 8 4-:toak him on 
my ſhoulders, and carried him to the Neiſs: Here wer 
e eee alarm ſounded in the Villages, and 
the peaſants, WhO likewiſe were to fom the line of 
deſertion, were every where in motion, and Ipreadin 
the alarm. As it may not be known to all my readers _ 
in what: manner they proceed, on theſe docaſian in 233 
Pruſſia, Iwill here give a ſhort accountiof l. | : 
Officers are daily named on the parade, wege 
it is ta follow fugitives, as ſoon as tho alarm guns 
Ihe peaſants in the villages; likewife; are daily "The 
pointe) to run to the guard of certain * 
; officers, immediately fy:to theſe poſts, to | 
peaſants do their duty, and prevent the — 
cape. Thus does ray Fyewy happen that a ſoldier can 
effect his eſcape, unleſs he be, at the very leaſt, an 
hour on his road before the alarm guns are fed. 
I now return tomy: ſtor .... 

* 8 News; whibh: wana Kithe! frozen, en- 

} 16h y friend;,:aad.carried. him as long as 1 

could wadeg — When I could not ice} the bottom, 

Which was met for more than eighteen fest, he: clung 
4 round me, and thus We got fafely o the other ſhore. 

My father taught all his ſons to fwim, for which E 
have often had io thank him 3 ſmce by means of this 
"ny Which is eahly. learnt in childhood, I had on vari- 
ous preſervei my life, and was. more bold in 

F — Princes, Who with: to make their ſubjeets 
folders, houtdhaverthem educated-fo as to fear: net 
ther fire nor: water. How great would: be the advant- 
age of being able to crofs, witb whole battalions, 
when it is neceſfary. vc. attack or retreat before thæ 
enemy, and Vane W oy not permit to prepare bogs 


% 


- 8 ASL LAH FI Tot 


he reader will eaſily ſuppoſe ſwimmming. in the 
midſt of December; and remaining afterwards eigh- 
teen hours in the open air, was à ſevete *hardfhipz 
About ſeven d elock the hoar fog was ſucceeded: 
froſt and moonlight The carrying of my friend 
kept me warm, it is true, but I began to be tired 
While he ſuffered every thing that frolt, the paintof 4 
diſlocated? foot, which I in vain endeavoured to re- 
det, and the danger of rr from a thoufand hands, 
could inflict. af t a arebrindat vices 
] We were Re I Some tran quilþhoweved, Hav. 
ing reached the oppoſite ſhore of the Neiſs, ſince no- 
13 ody would purſue us on the road to Silefia. I fol 
46wed the eourſe of the river for hal fan hour; and 
having once paſſed the ſirſt villages that formed the 
line of deſertion, with which Schell: was Perfectly ac. 
quainted, we in a lucky moment found a fiſnerman's 
_ hoat moored to'the ſhore; into this we leaped, * | 
the river again, and ſoon/gained the mountains. 
Here being come, we ſat ourſelves down a while © on 
the ſnow; hope "revived! in our hearts, and 'we held 
eouncil concerning how it was beſt to act. I cut a 
ſtick to aſſiſt Schell in hoping forward, as well as he 
could, When I was tired of carrying bim; and thus 
we coritinued our route, the difficulties of unten, 
were increaſed by the mountain now.. 
| Thus paſſed the night; during Which, up t emid- 
g die in ſnow, we made but little way. There were no 
| paths to be traced in the mountains, and they were 
in many places impaſſable. Day at length appeared: 
We thought ourſelves near the «frontiersp which are 
twenty Engliſh miles from Glatz, When we 1 | 
| to our great terror, heard: the city clock ftrike, 
; __ -- (1 Qverwhelmed'as we were by hunger; colt; "0 ; 
1 and ain, it was impoſſible we ſhould hold out through 
1 the day. After ſome confiderat ion, and another half 
 Hour's labour, we came to a village, at the foot of the 
mountain, on the ſrde of which, about three hundrod 
paces from us, we perceived two ſeparate houſes,” 
TY „ ren us with! MOTO "that nee 
1 51842 23 e 
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We Joſt-gus hats in leaping the xamparts: : but Seen 
had preſerved his- ſcaxf and gorget, would give 
him authority Mo pinnts I Ilan biams? 

. then gut my fingen, ruhbed the; oog ge, my 
my Mirt, and my coat, and bound up my bead 


0. ED ane 31.67 appear sg f a. e er, | 


| { cxit3 ib: 212 34: £37 163 troy Six2> omg 

15 = this condition, i camried. Schell 10 end atihe 
weod nat far from theſe:houless bere che tied my us 
behind my Packs put 16 Arch e- eaſily 'dafe 
them in caſe of need; an d hobbled after E, by al 
has ſtaff, Helhing for help if 1 #93: Kort baba 
Jo old; pealants;appeared, and Schell commanded 
them is rum to the village, tell a magiſtrate. tq come 
immediately with a cart. I have {ſeized this knæve, 
_ hes Who has killed my horſe, and, in the ſtrug: 
Pt. ou. my 
— * und him.; Ay! quickly, bring Al . let he 
6 'ſhoutg tis before;be is hanged. Fan Don 225 
As for me, I ſuffered mylelf to be n as if "half 
dead, into the houſe. -: K peafant was: Aiſpaiched. to 
the village, An old woman, and a, pretty girl, . (egms 
ed to —— pity on , and gave: m ſema bread 
and milk bat hew. great Was eur aſtoniſhnent when 
the aged peaſant called Schell hychie hame, and-told 
him he well knew weaveredeſerters having the night 
hefore been at a neighbouring alehouſe, Where the of- 
ficer in purſuit of us, came, named and deſctibed us, 
and qelatad tha whole: hiſtory of our flight; The peas 
ant knew. Schell, becauſe his fon ſerved, in his em 
b anfl. had. often ſpgken him When he wos gare 
at Habelfch wert. nen Jniigont? eont en 


eee oft mind, ang abi was all en 115 


now le ft. E inſtantiy zan ta the ſtahle, while Sobel 
detained the poaſent in the chamber. Ha, however 
Was: a worthy map, and diretted. him the mad towards 
Bohemia. We were {till but about ſome. fever miles 
frem Glatz, having lofi Surſelves among the. un- 
where! We hat wandered: many miles. — 
| — $4 ſollotegd me W throe berſes in thet 


ey, gadle, 


* — 


anecle; however, I have wounded 


felt. An innocent nn in aua 
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table, but no bridles. 11 conjured hee in ine moſ 
paſſionate manner, to aſſiſt me: She Was Ad, 
Femed half willing to follow me, and gave me the 
two bridles. 1 led the Horſes to the door, called 
Schell, and helped him, with his lame leg, on horſe- 
back. The old peaſant then began to weep, and be: 
I would not take his horſes; — he luckily” dare! 
courage, and perhaps, the will to impede us; for, with 
a ſingle dungfork, in our then feeble condition, he 
might have ſtopped us long yRough: to have called i in 
aſbſtance from the village. | 
And now behold us on hoeſetack; without "NY or 
faddles; Schell with his uniform ſcarf and gorget, and 


I in my red body guard coat, Still were we in dan- 


ger of I all our hopes vaniſh, for my horſe would 
not ſtir from the ſtable : However, at laft, good horſe. 
man like, I made him move: Schell jed the Way, and 


| we had ſcarcely gone a hundred paces before we per- 


ceived the per N in r from e vil 
lags. * . + 
As kind fortune wouls hawks it, the edits were all 
at church, it being a feſtival ; the peaſants Schell had 
ſent, were obliged to call aid out of church. It was 
but nine in the morning; and had the peaſants been 
at home, we had been loſt without hope. ̃ 
We were obliged to take the road to Wunſhelberg ; 
and paſs through the town where Schell had been 
uartered a month before, and every body knew him. 
Our dreſs, without hats or ſaddles, ſulkCiontly- pro- 
claimed we were deſerters: Our horſes, however, ; 
continued to go tolerably well, and we had the g 
luck to get through the town, although there Was a 
garriſon of one hundred and eighty” infantry, and 
twelve horſe, purpoſely to arreſt deſerters. Schell 
knew the road to Brummem, where we arrived at 
eleven o'clock, after having 7 0 as u before: mention. 


ed, Captain Zerbſt; e 


He alone, who has been in the bene Husten can 
imag ine, though he never can deſcribe; all the joy We 


. whe 
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Al deſpotiſm 
wealth, content, honour, liberty and life, all depe: 


: . 
* o 


> - a 7 


fortunate, circumſtance, had the good, and faithful 


Schell and I never met, fince he alſo fell into a train 
of misfortunes. which, I ſhall, hereafter relate, and 
from which he could never extricate himſelf but by 
death, The ſufferi 
will be read with aſtoniſhment.” 


® £ * 4 — 


- 


It is my conſolation that the laws of honor and na- 
tare, bork juſtify the aRtion, 1 mer leres a. an ere 

ample of ine fortitude with which danger, ought to de 
encountered, and ſhew monarchs that, in Germany, 


as well as in Rome, there are men who refule to 


crouch beneath the yoke of deſpotiſm, and that philoſ. 


ophy and reſolution, are ſtronger than even thoſe 
lords of flaves, with all their threats, whips, tortures, 
i death... oo OI TO, 
2 13 anne een 71 © Th25 207 2” > <5; Þ In 
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he ſufferings which I have fince undergone, 
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In Pruſſia, were my fufferings might have mcd 
ne fuß peſed the wort of traztörs, is my innöceee 
urnveffally acknowledged; and, in tend of contempt, 
ere Race 1 gained the love of the hole riativ 
Which the oy ation for f tlie inks Ih 
Tufted; nd for having! preſerven in the virtitous | 

Hip ebene iti ry YON; perſecrted;asT Have 

„ by envy, and tagtictols” power, 1 Have not 

eine further to moralize; the numerous incidents of 

my life, would otherwiſe ſwell theſe,  volutes. to co 
pre afl tent 

This: in Freedofn, At ans 0 tlie chern 

„Ke t 1 ſent the bro höffes, with tlie cor pOxal's 

ord; back to General Fouquet, at Glatz. The let- 
ter accompanying them was ſo pleaſing to him that all 
the enen eke before my priſon Ida as welt as the _ 

ard under rid, arid all thoſe we aſſed, were ob- 
fea ec to ruri the gauntlet, although cke very day he- | 
ane he hac himſelf, declared my eſcape was now ren- 
dered impoſſible. He, however, was deceived; and 
thus do the mean revenge themſelves on the milera- 
ble, and the tyrant on the innocent. 

And now, for the firſt time, did J quit my country, 
and fly, like Joſeph from the pit, into which his falſe 
brethren had caſt. him: And, in this the preſent ve? 
thieht of Joy for m ; eſcape, the Joſs even of 1 
country appeared to me the excels of good fortune. 

The e ſtates which had been purchaſed by the OM 
of my forefathers, were confiſcated; and Us was a 
youth, oF one of the nobleſt Fainilics in the land, whoſe 
heart was all zeal for the ſervice of his king and coun- 

i try, and who was among thoſe moſt capable to render 

0 ? them fervice, baniſhed Hy this unjuſt and miſted King, 

= -:. and treated like the worſt of mifereants, malefaQors, 

and traitors, - 

''T wrote to the King, ind ſent him a true {tate of my 
cafe; ſent . indubitable proofs of my innocence, and 
fupplicated juſtice, but received no anſwer. 

In this the monarch may be juſtified, at leaſt in my 
apprehenſion, A wicked man hat maliciouſly ant 
falſely accuſed me; Colonel Jaſchinſky hal made 

6) r 


1. "Og 


13 3. 2 + "of . 1 | PTY 8 
BARON TRENCK. - 61 
| | | "4 


2 


L 7 


him ſuſpe& me for a traitor, and it was impaſſihle he. 
ſhould read my heart. The firſt act of injuſtice ha 


FF 


been haſtily committed; I had been condemned un- 


heard; unjudged, and the injuſtice that had been done. 
me was, known too late; Frederic the Great; found he 
was not infallible, Pardon I would not a{k, for I had 
committed no offence ; and the King would not prob- 
ably own, by a reverſe of :condutt, he had been guil- 
ty of injuſtice. My reſolution increaſed his obſtinacy; 

but, in the diſcuſſion of the cauſe, our power was very 


unequal, 


— 


„ 1 ine 18411 £6 brett 2 I 
The monarch once really loved me; he meant my 


puniſhment ſhould only be temporary, and as à trial 
of my fidelity. That I had onl: = condemned to a 
year's impriſonment, had never been told me, and was, 
a fact I did not learn till dong after. 
Major Doo, who, as I have ſaid, was the creature 
of Fouquet, a mean and covetous man, knowing L 
had money, had always acted the part of a protector, 
as he pretended to me, and continually told me I was . 
condemned for life. He perpetually turned the con- 
verſation on'the great credit of his general with the 
King, and his own great credit with the general. For 
the preſent of a horfe, on which I rode to Glatz, he. 
gave me the freedom of walking about the fortreſs 3, .. 
and fgr another, worth a hundred ducats, I, reſcued 
Enſign Reitz from death, who had been betrayed, - 
when endeavouring to effect our eſcape. I have been 
aſſured that, on that very day on which I ſnatched his 
{word from his fide, deſperately paſſed thrgugh, the 
garriſon, and leaped the Walls of the rampart, he Was 
expreſsly come to tell me, after ſome pre fatory threats, 


that, by his general's interceſſtion, my puniſnment W-as 


only to be a year's impriſonment, and that conſe- 
quently I fhould be relcaſed in a few days. 

How vile were means like theſe, to wreſt money 
from the unfortunate ! The King, after this my mad 
flight, certainly was never informed of the major's 


baſe ons ; he could only be told that, rather than 


wait a few days, I had choſen, in this deſperate. man- | 
ner, to make my eſcape, and go over to the enemy. 
| | K 


— 
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Thus deceived, and ſtrengthened in his ſuſpicions, 
mult he not imagine my deſire to forſake my country, 
and go over to the enemy, was unhounded,? How 
could he do otherwiſe than. impriſon à ſubjef, who 
thus endeavoured to injure him, and aid 25 foes ? 
Thus, by the calumnies of wicked men, did my cruel 


deſtiny daily become more ſevere ; and at length ren- 


dered the deceived monarch; irreconcilable and cruel. 


S #4 % vt - 


Vet how would it be ſuppoſed that would I not will- | 
ingly have remained three weeks longer in priſon, to 
have been honourably reſtored to liberty ; to have pre- 
vented the confiſcation of my eſtate ; and to have 
once more. returned to my beloved miſtreſs at Berlin? 

We, now was I, in Bohemia, a fugitive, ſtranger, 
without money, protector, or friend, and only twen.- 


In the campaign of 1744, I had been quartered, at 


Braunau, with a weaver whom I adviſed and afliſted 
-_ bury: his effekts, and preferve them from being 


plundered. The worthy man received us with joy 


and gratitude. 1 had lived in this fame, houſe, but 


two years before, as abſolute maſter of him and his 
fate. I had then nine horſes and five ſervants, with 


the higheſt and moſt favourable hopes of futurity : 
But now I came a fugitive, ſeeking protection, and 


having loſt all a youth like me had to loſe. 
I had but a ſingle louis d'or in my purſe, and Schell 
forty kreutzers, or ſome three ſhillings : With this 
{mall ſum, in a ſtrange country, we had to, cure his 
ſprain, and provide for all our wantg. 
I was determined not to go to my couſin Trenck, at 


Vienna, fearful this ſhould ſeem a juſtification of all 
my imputed treaſons; I rather wiſhed to embark for 
the Eaſt Indies, than to have recourſe to this expedi- 
ent. The greater my delicacy. was, the greater be- 


came my driſtreſs. I wrote to my miſtreſs at Berlin, 


but received no anſwer; poſſibly, -beeauſe. I could 
not indicate any certain mode of conveyance. My 


mother believed me guilty, and abandoned me; my 


brothers were ſtill minors, and my friend, at Schweid- 
nitz, could not aid me, being gone to Konigſberg. 


Aﬀter 


BARON TRENCK 63 


| After three weeks abode at Hiauridu, NF) friend re- 
covered of his lameneſs, Were 87 yn to ſell; 
my watch, with his ſcarf an get, to lupply gur 
ww 11 and had only four 98715 ns remaining. 


From the public rar I learrit, my cduſin, the | 


Auſtrian Trenck, was at this time 'clolely confined, 


and under criminal proſecution. It will eafily be 


imagined what effect this news had upon me. 
N ever till now, had I felt any inconvenience from 

poverty; my wants had all been amply fupplied, 

and I had eve lived among g, and been highly oved 

and eſteemed by, the firſt people of the land. I was 

now deſtitute, Witheut aid, — 

feek employment, er obtain fame. 
.  Jongeh I determined to travel on fotł to Pruſhe, 


to my mother, and obtain money from her, and ther- | 
ward enter mto- the Ruſſiar ſervice: © Schell; whoſe: 


_ deffiny was linked to mine, wou not forlake me. 


We aſſumed ſalfe names Ieallad: myſelf Rnert, and 


Schell, Leſch ; ther obtaining paſſports, like common 
deferters; we left Braunau on the 21ſt of January, in 
the evening, unſeen of any perfon, and proceeded to- 
wards Bilitz; in Poland. A friend I had at Neurode, 
ave 2 a 3 of pocket p iſtols, # mufket, and three 
| money Was ; at Brauhau- Here let 
me — 5 cothlln to rewark, I had lent this friend in 
urgent neceſſity; a hundred ducat which he ſtill 


owed me ; and, hen I fent to requeſt” payment, he | 


returned me three, as if I had aſked charity, 
Though a circumſtantial deſeription of bur wels 
would alone fill a volume, I ſhall only relate the moſt 
ſingular accidents which happened to us; E Half alfa 
inſert” the journab of our route, which my friend 


Sehell bad preſerved, and gave me in 1996, when Ke 


came to ſee me at Aix. la Chapelle, after an abſence of 

hy years. 

: This may be called the feſt {ane in "with ich 1 ap- 

Fe. as an aUventurer, and perhaps my od for- 
ne may even have overbalanced the: bad, fince 1 


* eſcaped & death. I thirty times, when the e chan- | 
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ces were at My a RO to one 8 me: Cer- 
} tain i is Jundertook many things, i in which I eee 
8 | to have owed * my preſervation to the very raſhneſs of 
| the aktion, and in Wa er eue n Wore | 
Raye found death... 2 
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trails on n foot, 1 1 1 BERL = 13 through 

Bilite, in Poland, to M eferitz Fol and from Meſeritz, by 
Thorn, to Elbing ; in the while, 89 PURE, e 
* "without begging or 'flealing ng. | 


2 Jan. 18, 1747. From e Bolts,» to Na- 
_ chod, three miles, we having three Lorin, dort 
kreutzers i in our purſe. _, 

Jan. 19. To Neuſtadt. Here Schell baxtared. his 
uniform; far an old coat; and a je gave him two 
Horins fifteen kreutzers ; in exchange; from hence we 
went to Reichenau; in all three wille „»„Sf 

Jan, 20. We went to Leutomifeheh;- ve miles. 
Mere 1, bought a loaf: hot out of the oven, Which cat- 
ing greedily, had nearly cauſed my death. This ablig- 
ed us to reſt a day, and the extravagant een 1 the 
landlord almoſt emptied our-pune. +> ik 6 ets 244; 
LA 22, From Tawbay, 60. Zee in M. 
four miles. + att had l 

Jan. 23. 10 an fin * This day's \ 
journey exceflively fatigued poor Schell; his, . ä 
ed ancle being ſtil l extremely weak. 0969 ente ir 
Jan. 24. Io Leipnitz, four miles; in „deep few, | 
and with empty Anmachs. Here 1 wick N. Rock- 

; buckle for four florins. % 
Jan. 28. Lo Freyberg, by Weiſkirch idee 
en Gro miles. . En in a mordieg we 3 | 

it $34.57 Bp 4 Violin 
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* The German . from four to ſtven Engliſh 
mates, and this variation appears to depend on the igno- 
| rance of the people, and on the roads being in ſome places 
' but little frequented. . Tt ſeems þ robable, the Baron and 
his 5 friend might travel about 305 Sa miles... 
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viokin and cafe on the road; the | inatee in Weif. 
kirch gave us two florins thr it, on s chat he | 
mould return it to the owner, on proving his right, | 
þ e worth, at leaſt, twenty. 
- Jars 26. To Freideck, i in Upper Sileſia, two miles. 
.. To a village, four miles and à half. 
"MY a5 18. Tough Seorlgha, to Bilitz, three miles. 
Tres was the laſt Auſtrian, town on the frontiers o 
Poland; and. Captain Capi, of the regiment of Marif- 
chall, who commanded t e garriſon, demanded our 
paſſports, - We had falſe names, and called ourſelves 
common Pruſſian deferters ; but: a drummer, who Had 
deſerted from Glatz, knew, us, and betrayed᷑ us to the 
. Who foorto Tell arreſted us . rudely, 
ſent us on foot to T chin, re fubng. us a  Hearitig 
four miles diſtant. 
Here we found. tens pt Colonel Raron Schwar- 
zer, a perfectly worthy. man, who was highly intereſt- 
ed in dur behalf, and who blamed.the irregular arbi- 
trary conduct of Captain, Capi, I frankly related my 
adventures, and he uſed every poſſible argument to 
perſuade me, inſtead of continuing my journey 
through Poland, to go to Vienna; but in viſt; m 
good genius, this. time, preſerved me: Would to God 
it had ever i How many miſeries had I then avoided 
and how eaſily might I have cſcaped the ſnares ſpread 
pr me by the powerful; who have ſeized on my prop- 
ty, and, in order to ſecure it, have hitherto render- 15 
ed me uſtleſs to the fate, by depriving me of all poſt | 
or employment. : 

I returned beter Secu time to Bilit een 
ing theſe four miles once more. Schwarzer lent us 
bis own horſe, and four ducats, which Fhave fince re- 

id, but wich Tſhalk never forget, as they were of 
goat ſervice to me; and, procured. me. a. * of. new. | 
oots,. ED 

Trritated againſt Captain Capi, we paſſed throu b : 
Bilitz without. Roppin ng, went. immediately to Biala, | 
the firſt town in Poland, and from thence, I ſent 02. 
pi 4 challenge to fight me, with fword or piſtol, but: 
Ea lecei de 


— 
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received no anſwer; and his non ap carance hase ever 
confirmed him in my opinion CO LS He 
And here ſuffer me to take a retroſpective view of 
what was my then ſituation. ' By the orders of Capi, 
I was ſent. priſoner as a-contemptible common deſert- 
er, and Was unable to call him. to account. , In Po- 
land; indeed; L had that power; but Was deſpiſed as a 
Vagabond; becauſe of my poverty. What; alas I are 
the advantages which the love of honor, ſoiench, cour- 
age, ox deſire of fame can beſtow, wanting the means 
that ſhould introduce us to, and bid us walk erett i in 
preſence of, our equals? Youth, depreſſed by pover- 
ty, is robbed of the ſociety. of thoſe, who, beſt can af- 
ord. example and inſtruttion. I had lived: familiar 
With the great; men of genius had fotmed and enlight- 
ened me; I had been enumerated among the favourt 
ites of a court; and. new Was I a regs unknown, 
uneſteemed, nay, cantemned; obliged. ta 'endure the 
extremes of cold, hunger, 2 thirſt; to wander ma- 
ny a weary Re ſuffering both in body and mind, 
While every ſtep led me farther from her whom moſt 
1 loved, and deareſt; yet had I no fixed plan, no cer- 


tain Knowledge in hah theſe my labours and ſuffer 


ings ſhould end. 

I was too proud to diſeover myſelf; ; but: rhe, to. 
whom could I diſcover myſelf in a ſtrange land? My 
name might have availed me in Auſtria, but in Aul- 


-tria, where this name was known, would I not re- 
main; rather than ſeek my fortune there, I was de- 


termined to ſhun whatever might tend to render me 


ſuſpicious 1 in the * of my country, How liable 


Was a temper, ſo ardent. as mine, in the midſt of dif- 
ficulties, fatigues, and, difappointments, hard to en- 
dure, to betray me into all thoſe errors of which raſh 


youth, unaccuſtomed to hardſhip, impatient of con- 
traricty, are fo often guilty ! But I had taken my reſ- 
olution, and my: faithful Schell, to whom hunger, or 
eaſe, contempt, or famę, for my * Were * | 


indifferent, id whatever I enen . 
| Once n more to my journal. Hake 9 
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Feb. 1. We proceeded four miles * Biala, to : 

Oſwintzin, I having determined to aſk aid from my, 
ſiſter, who had married Waldo, and lived much at, her 
eaſe, on a fine eſtate at Hammer in Brandenburgs be- 
tween Landſberg on the Warta and Meſeritz, a fron- 
tier town of W For this; reaſon we contin | 
our route all along. the. Sileſian confines to Meſeritz. 

Feb. 2. To Bo and Elkuſch, ive mile We'oe 
ſuffered: much this becauſe of the ſnow, and that 
the lightneſs: of our dreſs vas ill ſuited to ſuch ſevere 

weather. Schell negligently loſt our purſe, 1 in, which 
were nine florins. I had ſtill, however, We 
groſch in my pocket (about half a crown.) 11 

Feb. g. To Crumelew, three miles; and ;.. Lt ek 

Feb. 4. To Wladowiegud Joreck, y tage, miles 
more; and from thence; n h | 

Feb. 3. 10 Caenſtochowa, where theued is a magn <A 

| icent convent, concerning which, had I room, I 6 
write many r chines. much to the race 
of its inhabitants. 

We llept at an inn kept by. a very warthy man, 
whoſe name was Lazar. He had been a lieutenant 
in the Auſtrian ſervice, Where he had ſuffered much, 
and was now become a poor innkeeper in Poland. 
We had-not a penny-in.our purſe, and requeſted a bit 
of bread, The generous man had compaſhon on us, 
and deſired us to ſit down, and eat with himſelf. 1 
then told him WhO we were, and truſted him with the 
motives of our journey. Scarcely had we { 22 be- 

fore a carriage arrived with three people. ey bad 
8 their own. horſes, a ſervant, and a coachman. 
This is a remarkable incident, and I muſt relate i it. | 
circumſtantially, though as briefly as poſible. 
: We had, before, met this carriage at Elkuſch, and 
one of theſe people had aſked. Schell. where. we were 
= for ing: He had replied, to Caenſtochowa ; we there- 
re had not the leaſt ſ uſpicion « of Meme notwithſtand- 
ing the danger we. ran. 
They lay at the inn, ſaluted. us, but with. indifler 


<a, DR ne to notice us, and ale bites, { 14 
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Nack not been long in bed before our hoſt! came to 
awaken us, and told us, with furpriſe, theſo pretended 
merchants were ſent to arreſt us from Pruffia 5 that 
they: had offered, firſt fifty; after ward, a hundred 
ducats, # he would permit them to take us in his 
Houſe, and carry us into Sileſia; that he had _ 
rejefted'the-propofal, though they had increafed thei 

promiſes; and that at faſt they hart given him fix duc- 


ats to engage his filenee, 
We clearly faw theſe were an officer and under 
officers ſent by General Fouquet, to recover us. 
our route, and imagined the information they had 
received eould only come from one Lieutenant 
Mollinie, of the garriſon of Habelfchwert, wo 
had come to viſit Schell, as a friend, during our 
ftæyr at Braunau. He had remained with us two days, 
and bad afked many queſtions concerning the road 
we fhould take; and he: was the only one who knew 
it. He was, probably, the fpy of Fouquet, and the 
cauſe of what happened afterwards, which, however, 
ended in the defeat of our enemies. 
The moment I heard of this infamous treachery,” IL. 
was for entering, with my piſtols: primed, into the 
enemy's: chamber, but was prevented hy Scheit and. 
Laar: Fhe later entreated me, in che ſtrungeſt man- 
ner, to remain at his houſe til I ſhould receive a fup- 
ply from my mother, that F might be enabled to con-. 
inne my journey with more cafe and lefs danger: 
But his entreaties were ineffectual, I was determmed 
to ſee her; uncertain as I was of what effect my letter 
had produced. Lazar aſſured me we ſhould, moſt in- 
fallibly, be attacked on the road: © Sq much the het. 
ter; retorted I; that will give me an opportunity of 
diſpatching them, fending them to the other: world, 
Fand ſhooting them as E-woulthighwaymen.” They 


departed at break of day, and took che road to Warſaw. 
We would have been gane, likewiſe, but Lazar, in 
ſomeſort forcibly detaineq us, and gave us the fix due- 
as he had received from the Pruſſians, with Which 


wwe 


FI 


n us each a tlie, another pair of p pocket pifs 
folk ns 


way, and we teſtified our Lan for the great fer 
vices done us. 


Feb. 6. From an ao Dene, _ | 


miles. Here : we expetted an attack. Lazar had 


told us our enemies had only one muſket; I alſo had 


a muſket, and an excellent ſabre; and each of us was 
provided with a pair of piſtols. They knew not we 


were fo well armed, which, perhaps, was the cauſe of 5 


their Panic, when they came to engage. 


Feb. 7. We tock the road to 8 We 
had not Lern an hour on the road before we ſaw a 


carriage: As we drew near, we knew it to be that of 
our enemies, WhO pretended it Was ſet in the ſnow. 
They were round it, and when they ſaw-us approach, 
began to call for help. This we gueſſed was an arti- 
fce to entrap us. Schell was not ſtrong; they would 


all have fallen upon me, and we ſhould caſily have” 


been carried off, for they wanted to take us alive. 

We left the cauſeway about thirty paces, anfubre- 
ing, e had not time to give them help; at which 
2 all ran to their carriage, drew out their piſtols, 


returning full ſpeed © am called, Stop, raſcals 1+ 


We began to ein but I, ſuddenly turning round, Prey 
ſented-my peice, and ſhot the neareſt dead on the ſpat. 
Schell. fired his piſtols 3 our oppoſers did the ſame, 
and Schell received a ball inthe neck at this diſchaxge- 

It was now my turn; I took out my piſtols; one of 


the aſſailants fled, and I, enraged, purſued him three 


hundred paces, oyertook him, and as he was, defend 
ing himſelf f with his ſword,. Ee he bled, and 
_ a feeble, reſiſtance, preſſed upon him, and gave 
him a ſtroke that apts why x him, 4 I inſtantly. re- 
turned to Schell, whom I found in the power of two 


others that were dragging him towards the carriage, 
but When they ſaw me at their heels, they fled over 


the, fields. The . n Which, way 
the battle went, leaped on his box, * auge 14 k 


full ſpeed, Sebel, 
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other urgent neceſſaries; then took an aft ; 
fectionate leave of our hoſt, -who directed us on our 
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Schell, though delivered, was wounded with a ball 
in the neck, and by a cut in the tight hand, which 
Had made Him drop his ſword, though He affrmed he 
Had run one of his adverſaries through. th 

I took a filver watch from the mar I Had Killed 
and was going to make free with his purſe, when 
Schell ealled; and ſhowed me a coach arid fix cotti- 
ing down a hill. Te ſtay would have expoſed us tb 
have been impriſoned as highwaymen; for the two 
fugitives, who had eſcaped us, would certainly have 
borne witneſs againſt us. Safety orily could be found 
in flight. I, however, ſeized the muſket and hat of 
him 1 had firft kilted, and we then gained the copſe, 
and after that the foreſt, The road was round About, 
2 it was night before we reached PFarſemetfll. 

Schell was befmeared with blood; I had bound 
up his wound the heſt I could; but, in Poliſh villa- 
655 no furgeons are to be found, and he performed 

journey with great difficulty, We met with two 
Saxen under-officers here, WHO were recruiting for 
the regiment of guards at Preſden. My Ax foet 
height, and perſon, pleaſed them, and they immedlate- 
ly made themfelves acquainted wit me. I found 
them intelligent, and entruſted them with our ferret, 
told them who we were, related the battle we had 
that day had with our purfuers, and J had not reaſon 
to repent of my confidence im them. Schell had his 
wounds dreſt, e r days with theſe 
good Saxons, who faithfully us compatry. 

I learned, meantime, that of the four men! by 
hom we had been alfauleed, one only; and the 
coxchman, returned alive to Glatz. le name of 
the officer, who undertook” this vile bufitrefs, Was 
Gerſdorf ; ke Rad a hundred and fifty ducats irr his 
pocket when found dead. How t would our 
good fortune have been, had not that curſed coach 

and fx, by its appearance, made us ne to Might”; 

Rnce the booty -would have been moſt juſt f Fortune | 
this time, did not favour the innocent; and, though 
treatheroully at attacked, K  obtiged'ts eſcape; 7 

Swnry 
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uilty wretch. We fold the watch to a je for four 
Lucas, the hat for three florins and a half, and t 
mulket for a ducat, Schell | being unable, o GArry 1 
farther, We left moſt gf this money behind us 
Farſemechi. & Jew ſurgeon ſold. us ſome. dear plaif- 
ters, Which we took. with us, and departedt. 
eb. 15+, From Faxſemechi, through Vielum, t. 
Bala, four miles. e F 4 o iHrgr Ding ot 
Feb. 16, Through Jeriſchow to Micorſen, four 
miles a ABU; oro ov ue frog rhe 
Feb. 17. To Oſterkow and Schwarzwald, three 


1 


- 


: 


4 
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Feb. 18. To Sdune, four miles. 5 „ 8 = > x 5 
Feb. 19. Jo Goblin, two miles {i 
Tlere we arrived, wholly deſtitute of money, I 
ſold my coat to a Jew, who gave ms four floxins and 
a. coarle. waggoner's, frock, in exchange, Which 1 did 
not think I ſhould long need, as we now drew ,near- 
er to where my. ſiſter lived, and. whexe; I hoped, 1 
ſhould:be better equipped. Schell, however, grew 
weaker and weaker ; his wounds healed flowly, and 
were expenſive ; the cold, alſo was.injurieus to him, 
and as he was not by nature, cleanly in his perſon, his 
body ſoon became the harbour of every ſpecies of ver- 
miu to be picked up in Poland. We often xxrived, 
wet and weary, to our fmoahy, reek ing, ſtovęerreom. 
Often were we obliged to lie an-»ſtraw, ox the bare 
boards; and the vanious hardſhips we luffered, are 
almoſt incredible. Wandering, as We did, in the 
midſt of winter, through Poland, where humanity, 
hoſpitality, and gentle pity, are ſcarcely ſa; much as 
known by! name; Where mercileſs, Jews deny the 
poor traveller a bed, and Where we, diſconſolately, 
ſtrayed without bread, and almoſt naked; theſe were 
lufferings, the full extent of Which he only ean con- 
ceive by; whom they have been | felt. £1 My. muſlet now 
ain then procured us an oceaſional meal of tame geeſe, 
and cocks and hens, when theſe were to be had; 
otherwiſe, we never took or touched any thing that 
was not our owns We met with Saxon and Pruſſian 
1 V 7 recruiters 
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recruiters at various places 3 all of whom, on account 
'of my youth and ſtature, were eager to enveigle me, 
I was highly diverted'to hear them enumerate all the 
Liner oe of bend e nd how liable z was 
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Feb. 22. Through Storchneſ to Sehiege) four 

miles. 
Here happened 2 ſingular avedtabe. - The N. 
ants, at this place, were dancing to a vile ſcraper 
on the violin; I took the inſtrument myſelf, and play- 
ed while they continued their hilarity. They were 
much . with my playing, but when I was tired, 
and defired to have done, they obliged me, firſt by 
importunities, and afterwards by threats, to play on 
all night. I was fo fatigued; I thought I ſhould have 
Fainted : At length they quarrelled among themſclves. 
Schell was neee on a bench, and ſome of them fell 
on his wounded hand: He roſe furious, I ſeized our 
arms, began to lay about me, and while all was in 
confuſion, we eſcaped without farther ill treatment. 
What ample ſubjett of meditation on the various 
turns of fate did this night afford ! But two years be- 
fore I danced at Berlin, with the daughters and ſiſters 
of Kings; and here was I, in a Poliſh hut, a ragged, 
_ almoſt naked, muſician, playin for the {port of 1 1gno- 
rant ruſtics, ho I was at LR obliged to fight,” 

I was, myſelf, the cauſe of the trifling misfortune 
that befel me on this occaſion, . Had not my vanity 
led me to ſhow theſe poor peaſants I Was a muſician, 
I might have ſlept in peace and ſafety. The ſame 
vain deſire, of proving I knew more than other men, 
made me through life the continued victim of envy 
and flander. Had nature too beſtowed on me a 
weaker, ora deformed body, J had been leſs obſerved, 

[els 
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loſs courted, leſs ſought, and my adventures and miſ- 
haps hadbeen fewer. Thus the merits of the man often 
become his miſeries; and thus the bear, having learn- 
ed to dance, muſt live and die in chains. 

This ardour, this vanity, or if you pleaſe, this. enu- 
lation, has, however, taught mo to vanquiſh a thou- 
ſand difficulties, under which others of cooler paſ- 
ſions, and more temperate deſires, would have funk. 
May my example remain a Warning, and thus may m 
ſufferings become ſomewhat . profitable to the world, 
cruel as they have heen to my elf. Cruel they were, 
and cruel they muſt continue; for the er 
have received are not, will not, cpngt be healed... 

Feb. 23. From Schmiegel to Rakonitz, and from 
thence to Karzer Holland, four. miles anda half. 
Here we ſold, to prevent dying of hunger, aſhirt, and 
Schell's waiſtcoat for eightcen groſch, or nine ſchoſ- 
| tack, I had ſhot a pullet the day before which ne- 
ceſſity obliged us to eat raw. I alſo killed a crow, 
which I devoured alone, Schell. refuſing to taſte. 
Youth and hard travelling created a voracious appe- 
ite, and our eighteen groſch were ſoon Ms 5 3 

Feb. 24. We. came through Benzen to Lettel, 
four miles. Here we halted a day, to learn the . | 
to Hammer, in Brandenburgh, where my fiſter lived. 
I happened luckily to meet with the wife of a Pruſſian 
ſioldier, who lived at Lettel, and belonged to Kolſ- 
chen, where ſhe was born a valfal of my ſiſter's huſ- 
bane fuk + 1 told her who L was, . and The Rm our 
guide. TT 
5 Feb. a” ' To kudkhek and Falkenwalde, SS," 
Feb. 27. Through Neuendorf and Ooſt, and af- 
er through a pathleſs wood, five miles and a 
half to Hammer, and here I knocked at wy ſiſter 8 
door at 2 o'clock. i in the evening. 

A maid ſervant came to the door, whom I 8 1 : 
her name. Was Mary, and ſhe, had been horn, and 
brought up in my father” $ houſe, She Was terrified 
at ſeeing a ſturdy - fellow in a beggar's dreſs; which 
benen, I, 8 ä do not * know me ? 
ty ; | She 
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Ma ri Ke 1p yes; 127 he 478055 * bed A. m 
vo 5 5 ſaid I, that 1 am Tone 2 . y 
into a room, and my ſiſter preſently came. 
She was alarmed at ſeeing me, not, knowing that 1 
had eſcape d from Glatz, and ran on e ker Huſ- 
band, but t cd 1 18 return... 1 

A quarter of an hour after the Wet Mai 1 
5 and told us her maſter 209d Mary 5a, 
quit the premiſes inſtantly, or he ſhould, be obliged to 
have us arreſted, and delivered up as priſoners. My 
fiſter's huſband forcjbly detained, her, * Law * 
no more. 18 Is | 

What my feelings muſt be, at 5 Ter 
the reader imagine. I was too proud, too enraged, 
to aſk money 1 furiouſly left the houſe, utteting a 
thoufand menaces againſt its inhabitants, while Dar 
kind-hearted Mary, Rill weeping, "PRES three. duc- 
ats into my hand, which I accepted 1 

And now behold us, once wore, in the wood, 
which was not above a hundred paces/from the houſe;, 
Half dead with hunger: and fatigue; not daring ta en- 
ter any habitation, while in the 9 of . 
burgh, 22d dragging our weary-ſteps all night through | 
ſnow and rain, unt 55 our guide at length brought us. 
back, at day break, Wes app, to tlie town of 223 

' She herſelf wept, in pity at our Tate, and 1 could 
only give her tws al! for the: Ganger ibe tad THEY; 
but'I bad her hope more in Future, and, I, altera 
ſent for her to Vienna, in 1 70 Where 1 took Ser 4 
.care of her.” She way about”, f y, years, of. age; and 
died my fervant, in Hungary, ſome week uv wy. 
unfortunate. journey to Dantzic, Where I 1 into my 
enemies hands, and remained N years) a ede at}, 
Magdeburg. 9.95 ene in 

We had ſcarcely ated ie wood before; irt 5 the. 
anguiſh of my heart, T 9 e Schell, Does 
1 800 ſuch a Hier, my friend, deferve L mould hre 
her koufe over her Head Fe 'wiſdout of moderat I 


= | tion 
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tion, and calm 8 Was, in Schell, a virtue 
the > higheſt order : He was my continual Mentor; my 
guide, whenever my choleric ene e was, dif- 


6 0 rien * aid hs on W e 60 PAY "Or 
„your ſiſter may be innocent, may be withheld by. 
Fand; befides, fhould the King diſcover 
&© we had Does her doors, and ſhe had not deliver- 
_« e&us/again. into bis. power, ſhe might b&tome as 
© miſerab * We were. Be more noble minded, 
A, chak that; even hould your fifter be wrong, 
the timè may tome when her children may ſtand in 
© need of your aſſiſtante, and you may have the indif- 
** extbable pleaſure of returning 6 good for evil“ 

I never Hall forget this excellent advice, which; 1 in. 
reality, Was a prophecy. My rich brother in law di- 

ed, and during the Ruſſian war, his lands and houſes 
were laid deſolate and in ruins, and nineteen years 
afterwards, when releaſed. from my impriſonment at 
Magdeburg, I had an opportunity of ſerving the chil. 
dren of my liſter.”” Sucht ate the turns of kate; and. 
thus do improbabilities become fats.” © 

Ba filter deer jutified her conduct; Schell nad conjec- 


the truth; for, ten 18 after 1 was thus eͤx- 


pelled her houſe, ſhe ſhewed, during my impriſen - 
ment, ſhe was really a ſiſter. She was ſhamefully be- 
trayed by Weingarten, ſecretary to the. Auſtrian am- 
baſſador' at Berlin; loſt a part of hey property, and at 
length her life fell an innocent ſacrifice to her-brother. 
This event, which is interwoven with my tragiea) 
hiſtoxy, will be related in the ſecond volume; M 
heart bleeds, my very foul ſha lers, when I recollett 
this dreadful ſcene. 5 ? 
I have not the means fully to rai uſd has: war” 


6.5 


dren ; and Weingarten, the juſt Object of vengeance, . 


is long ſinge in the grave; for did he exiſt, the earth | 
ſhou not hide him et my Word. 1 
I ſhall now continue my johrnel: Herd bis Wo” 
ad I. e 1 e to e my TOR. and 
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go ts my mother, * who lived in Pruffia; la, "ine miles be- 
Yond Konigſberg. 22 1877 & 
jous, aha; Allien. 


Tas, _ 


Feb. 28. We continued; "ea: | 
ed, at Lettel. ; 3 e 
March 1. We went "ed miles to Pledfe,” md” 5 
© March 2. A mile and a half farther to Nef. 
March Tia Through M erfebaum te to  Birnbaum, three 
rifles, 10 8 SSN 
March 4 4. Through Zireke, „Wrüneek, 1 
My "StuAnitze, ſeven miles in one day: Y, | three of W ichn 
we Had the "good fortune to ride: een , ENS 
March 5. Three miles to Rogolen, Where Py 15 
rived without ſo much as a heller to] Jay « 11555 dp lig! 
The Jew innkee er drove us out of his houfe e 
were obliged. to wander all night, and at break of ay 
found we had firat yed two, miles ae 'of the road. ; 
| WF Ave entered A Peta 8 cottage, lie r E an old W. om. 
an Was drawing bread hot ot of the oben. a We 
had ro, money to offer, and r felt, at this moment, the 
Pollibility (ven of committifig würder for a merkel 
of bread, to ſatisfy the intolerable cravings of hunger. 
Shuddeting, with torment: inen preluible, at the 
thought, 1 haſtened Gut of the door, : and we 7 p 
ontwo Wil more to Wong rofze.” $4224 Mie rrd Sha hed 
Ilere 1 fold my muſket for a dicat, "Which had | pro 
cured” us many a meal! Sue! was, the extremity of 
out diſtreſs. We then latiated our app etites, after 
having been forty hours without food or ſleep,” aru 
| having travelled ten miles in fleet and fnow. 
March 6. We reſted, and came on the 5th, ace 
Genin, to a village in the foreſt, four miles. 
lere we fell in with a gang of gypſies, or "rather 
panditti; amounting t to four 1 men, who drap- 
ged me to their camp. They were ' moſtly French 
_ arid Prullfan deferters, and thinking me Ane E wal, 
would force me to become one of their band. Put, 
venturing to tell my Rory to their leader, he preſent- 
ed me with a crown, gave us a fmall proviſion of bre: 
and meat, and ſuffered 'us to depart i in peace, after 
Aae been four hae YET}, houts 1 in thei ik | 
re 
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22 2 hal 20g the ioth to D ee * 1 
2 meicent bebe happened; which, owed 1 I i 
een nm ta Yariety-of on 9 

and confially 10 ſtrug ggle with ae, hrules * . 14 
rival Sul . mi zt well ariſe, among che G * i 


he ht 
ve Gorey CESS itols 


, with a ine 
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piltols, fo that oltoget} 
1 e 78 5 
be  Wowens tow an, inn, but were refuſed ent 
4 hen aſked for the. Jeſuits le ms 
I on inquired” for. the e reQor. / They 
at Gait] ee a thief; come 10 feck'an a 
der long waiting, und much intreavy;- is - e | 
highnels, at length made his appearance, and 
ed me as the Grand Mogul would his ſlave, My cals 
certainly Was pit liable: 5 related all the events. of iny 
life, andthe Werner of my journey ;. conjured him to 
fave Schell, we was- unable to proceed Farther, and 
whoſe wounds. grew daily work; and praying him to 
entertain him. at the convent; till 1 ſhoul, hs bees 
to my mothen have obtained: money, and returned ta 
Thorn, when l would certainly repay him whatever | 
dxpen ſe hy might, have been A e 
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alls, 23 
deen e 15 Gs bey F this 
wcely: woutd he Gees 10 my. bumble re! 
que Eagan ani intexrupted mecontimally, to tell 
rae * Be brief; T have more pre fing affairs than thine,” 
lues ; Ewasturned: away. without obtaining the leaſt 
affine „ and here I was Erft tsught Fſuitical ride : 2 


God -hebp-1 the p r and honeſt mam who ſha} need 
the afliftance : F Jeſuits...” They, Uke all other monk“ 


are leared 40 ever ſentimeni of- human 1 
commiſeratè the di relled by taunts aud irony.” 
Four times in my life- Lee — ay: 
2 from comvents, and am convinced it is the du- 
| Ge | ty 
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ty of, eftcry.honeſt min-toaid in erafing them ben 
the: Face af the tarthic!) if i: bus od pd ug yortady 121 
hey ſucecur:raſcals. and murdexcrs;that theirpower 
may be idolizod by the ignorant; and oftentatiouſly 
oxert itſelf to impede the courſe of law and juſtice); 
but in vain do the poor and needy virtuous s app N to 
thomas belp.: 1 - bus mvwos adt h 9943 «6 >4þ 
The reader will p native hatrei 
rity and falſehood, —— ER ; 
ta thank the Jeſuits for the loſs of all 
garian eſtates. Father Kampmuller, the pri of —— 
of the Count Graſhalkowitz, was confeſſor to the 
court of Vienna, and thete vas no poſſible kind of per- 
ſecution I did not ſufſer from prieſtcraft. Far from 
being uſeful members of fociety, they; taking adyan- 
tage af the prejudices of ſuperſtition, exiſt for them - 
ebe alone, and ſacriſice * er to the ſupport 


ol their own hierarch + land; BY found a er on error 
and Sgnogance, which; 18 deſtructive all moral vir- 
tue. N OTH d 321i blow „ bag: 511. 


Let us vous. Mournful and; angry; I leſt the 
college, and nent 40 my lodging boufſe; Where I found 
a Pruſſian xecruiting officer waiting for me, who: uſed 
all his arts to engage me to enliſt; offering me five 
hundred dollars, and to make me a corporal if I could 
write. I. pretended LWas a Livonian, who had de- 
ſeried from the Auſtrians, to return home, and claim 
an inheritance left me by my father. After much 
perſuaſion, he at length told me, in confidence, it 
was very well knew.in the town that IL Was a robber; 
that. 1 '{hquld ſoon be taken before a magiſtrate but 
that if I would enliſt, he: would enſure my ſafety. 

This language was new to me; my paſhon roſe in - 
| Rantaneouſly 3:1 yemembered my name was Trenck. 
1 ſtruck him, and drew my ſword ; but inſtead of 
deſending himſelf, he — fog out of the chamber, 
charging the boſt not to let me quit the houſe... 1 
knew the town of Thorn had agreed with the King 
of Pruſſia, ſeeretly, to deliver up deſerters, and began 
to eur neee ng nies _ 


A 
- $4 + * ww bu bis * 1 * 


Bab RON! [TRENOK. 2 
dow, L preſenthy ſam deo unden Poufian officers, en- 
ter in Baabe Sab ad L in hndlew un our arms, 


and tt the Prufflatis.atthe ch 
— 


Th 


ing e ofrithe Ta Bruſhes lieutenant in 
the ſtreet, with the town: guard. Theſe overawed 


pgs move means, and no one durſt op- 


— ab taken, and. d 


Half madat not hei 
ed he muſt ſoon! be delivered up tothe Pruſſians. 
My recgptiun en 2 
had been before; for they no nger doubted but Iwas 
really a thief hyholſoughtian . Jar 

ſelf toon he Fan Ache 


my. 
ppeared to be ; a good 


kind ofriang relate briefly what har happened;cand 
64500 he would endeavgori,tt.diſcoyer why they 


th/tioleſt alt Err i ene 
the e and. xeturning in an hour after told 
% Nobody knows:you f. conſiderable theft was 


2 —— committei nithe ſair; all ſuſpicious per- 
' alt are ſeized e eee the toon accoutred | 


© like banditti. Tbeman Where qu put up isi em- 

ployed as a Pruſſian enliſter anc 

< you as eee The Pruſſrau lieutenant, 
te thereu int again ſt you, and it was 


*rhought nog In to ſecuxe your perſons. 5) + 


M zoyiat hearing this; was great. Our Wen 
papa andi the jaune of our route, which 1 had 
E were full proufs of our innocence. I 


requeſted they would ſend and inquire at the town = 


where we lay the nigbt before. I ſoon convinced 
the Jeſuit E ſpoke! truth he went, and preſently re- 
turned With one of the ſyndies, to whom I gave a 
more full acebunt of N The ſyndic examined 
Schell, and found his ſtory and mine agreed; beſides 
Which, oun n * they had ſeiaed, declared 


{ 
] 
ö 
: 
. 


n 


n. dor. 4%:Make 
drew then Swords; but. 2 — 0 


ma, »thiough: every une cried, , Stop chief.“ 
| the Jeſizas can vint, but 


ragged d priſem like a 
malefa cat rb erer e lect N ht 1 


able to eſcus him: IL irnagin- 


Has announced 
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without xloſt Tv bling in my mind, ail 
the banged, ha: opp tobige 2 7 diſturbed 
for Schell, Who not where!I' was, but remained | 


armly perſuaded we ſhould be cenduftod to Berlin; 
and; i640, dutenilined 20 pan h periol 25 feli: 


135 My: doubts:wete all ended ad tem in the morhin 4 


my when my n Tm Rs —— 


e and declared free, tos | 755 where we pleaſ- 
[es 0 Be- U 1 


ed / adding, howevgg hat he: upon 
our guard, we being watched by. the Pruſſian chli 
3-that the: liewnant nad hopalhby having us m- 


ben as thieves, to obhpe- enter,” ant” that 
N e aceount for all that had hap r 
ve Schell a moſt affeftionate welcome} wh | 
bens very ili uſed When led'tly pelſori; becauſec he en- 
deavwodred to deferc hunifelf with his leit i ver 
follows: me. . The: people hidivhiown- mud at him; 
amd called hinpalitaſcak that U foor be 'hanged. 
Schell was little able to travel. further. he fat | 
rector ſemt dy ail diicat bin did not ſee us; and the 
chief magifirate gave each of us a crown, ka br way of. 
mation! for falſe: rifonment. | 
away, we returned to Bur . touk: os RAE: 
and ininediate} prepared todeave ! Thom: J 23192 
As we went 4 teficQed that, on the road to Elbing; 
5 ue paſs-through: ſeveral; {Pruſſia villages, and 
inquired for a ſhop where weimightpurchale 4 map: 
We were directed to an oid-woman; who: fat at x door 
arrots the way, and were told ie. had a good: aflert- 
ment, for that her on was & fel >Tagddre 1— 
ſelf c her and my queſtion pl Leck ner, Thavingiad- 
dod we were 9 rrivollers; who bee 
find; bythe map, the Fend to Ruf 4 52 2 5 
- /She dalle imo a chamber, laid an atlas on the 


_ table pod | phone herſelf oppoſite me, while, I exam: 

| on 1 ap, and e to hide a bit of à rag : 

gre had'mads& its appearance. After ſtead- 
- me, — 2 * ” 


fad. 


BARON TRENCKk, 8. 


ſad and Sent 8 ne ce, — ear who knows 
* bor {on ! I can ſe , br, 

a, 100 ATE. 150 good. family. My i on Wa 80 

bi 8. fortune, and for theſe eight Years, $2448 

{Tha Top Ai $ of hin e muſt. NOW be In the 
rian cavs Ms L aſked, in What TEgiment,— 
Nee Ho! 9 0 - you are His very Pic- 
e not of my height 7 Yes; nearly. 2 
1 Jight Nair pn. oþe es, like! ours, Sir.“ 
lat. is his name' lie arte is William. Rang 
. y .de ar mother,” Sed 1, © William, is not 


S 


1 — lere the] poor woman could not  coli- 
tain her jo Oy, She threw herſelf round my neck, call- 
edi me. her | good A angel who brought her hap y Udings, 

aſked me 1 Rar queſtions, which T cafily Biltri⸗ 
ved to > wabe her anſwer herſelf, and thus, foxcea"by 
imperious' neceflity, bereft of all other N did 1 
af the deceiver © 0G 

The. ſtory I made, v was "nearly as al: 1 told ber 
1 Was a ſoldier in "the re regiment of Hohenhem,, that T 
had a, lay to. 15 8 fee my father, 2 that 1 


e 


for ever and Rs 5 to er 177 ſhe vid 
ſuffer my comrade, mean time, to live at her houſe, 
he being wounded by. the Pruffiar recruiters, and un- 
able to purſue. his journey; that I would fend him 
money to come to me, or Would myſelf come back 
and fetch him, thank hilly paying every ex enſe. 
She Joyfully conſented: told me her fecond huſband, 


father-in-law to her Hebt William, Had driven Him 


from home, that he might give what fabſtance they 
had to the younger! ; and that the eldeſt had 


* 


ive at the Aale 1 Froufh that her hufband' might 
know nothing of the matter; and, not Tatisfhed, with 
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| page! to Magdebur determined Schell hould 
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8 
new ſhirt, Fr 1 1 for three | 
An le Lunenberg flonins. I lleft Thorn and 
my faithful Schell the ſame night, with the eonfola- 
tion he was well taken care of; and having parted 
from him with regret, 2 Wes on this the: agthy two 
miles farther, to BurglowW-w] ... 1 57 
| I cannot deſcribe * my bellen werey: or he 
deſpondence of my mind, When I thus ſau myſelf 
 _ wandering; alone, and leaving forſaking as it were, 
the deartiſt of friends. Theſe may certainly be num - 
bered amoiig the bittere ſt moments of my life. Often 
Was I ready to return, and drag him along With me, 
though at laſt; reaſon conquereſl ſenſibility.” I drew 
near the end of my Johmey, a waniwpalien reed 
bp ho „ Arne Pg IEEE 18 90 £5 9 | 
N 1 went to Schwetz, and; 
Marck 13. To Neuburg and Mowe: Is when two 
4921 travelled thirteen; miles, I lay at Mowe, in 
- fome ſtraw, among a number of carters and when 1 
_nwioke, perceived they bad taken my piſtols, and what 
little money I had left even to my; laſt: en cd iz 
e however, were all gone 
Biete could I do? The , innkeeper, red was 
to the theft. My reckoning amounted to 
8 Poliſh groſch. Ihe tarly kndlord pretend- 
ed to believe I had no money when J entered his 
houſe, and I was obliged to give him the only ſpare 
ſnirt 1 had, with a fk handkerchief, which — good 
woman of Thorn had made me a pre of, wy 75 
depart without a ſingle heller. | 
March 56. 1 ſet off for Maricoburg, but but it was 
impoſſible 1 ſhould reach this not i 
the hands of the Pruſfians, if 4 row bat the 2 — 
la, and, unfortunately I had no money to pay the der. 
„Winch would coſt tws Poliſh ſchellings. 
Tull of anxiety, not knowing how | to-abt, 1 fa 
tweofiltientizen in 3 boat, went to them, dreẽC my ſa 
bre, and abtiged them talland me on the other {ide j 
_when:there, I ok tha dars from theſe timid people! 
jumped ou of the I Ugh N ag "ſhove, ang. 
Ait to drive with the ſtream. e 10 


{4 — 
BARON. TRENCK. | Is 
| Toh cider; 8 poverty 8 — : 
"Theſe two-Polifh fchellings were not Worth more 
than half a krautzer, or ſome halfpenny, yet Was 1 
driven by neceſſity, to commit viulence on two 
men, who, had they been as deſperate in cheit de 
fence, as I was obliged to de in my attack, blood 
muſt have 2 3 — ve 
dent that the degrees of gui t to 
minutely D pens into, ins the deer umiſhment. 
proporti Had Ihen them down” — my fas 
bre, I ſhould ſurely have been à murderer, but 1 
mould likewiſe furely have been one of the mort in- 
nocent of murderers; Thus we fee dhe value of mon | 
cy is not to be eſtimated by any ſpecific fun, ſmall or 
great, but according toitsnecefhityand uſes How: lit 
tle did I imagine, ben at Berlin, and money was 
eated by mne with luxurious neglect, I may fay with 
contempt, I fhould be driven to the hard neceſſity, for 
x ſum ſo apparently deſpicable, of commiting a vio- 
lence which might have had conſequences fo dread- 


ful, and have le to the commiſfton ges ſo atro- 
c N n ie inen iir aon 1 183 


1 found: Sante 1 Prictiialsrocrtaittvs' * Oba | 


burg, with whom, having no: money; I ate, drank, 
liſtened to their propoſals, gave them Noun for the 


morrow, and departed by day bree. 


March 17. To ee eee iy Den 
Here I met with my former wort en an 
iky, who was become a . auditor in the 
Poliſh regiment of Geleit, He met me juſt as 1 
entered the tomꝗ-n. I followed triumphantly to his 
quarters, and here at length ended the painful, ene, | 
and zan, journey I had beer obliged” te per- 
form. | Ah 14 id ag bt ft; 58 IN 4235? 295 32 FFP 
This good anch Kind gentleiany after providing me 
with immediate neteſſar ies wrote 0 affettingii to 
my mother thut ſhe came to Elbing in n 
gave me every aid of which Ifoodinmesd; hl 67! 
Ihe pleaſure I had in meeting, once more, this 
tender mother, whoſe ann of 8 and- mind 
FR were 
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were equally excellent, was inexpreſſible. She found 


a certain mode of conveying a letter to my dear miſ. 
treſs at Berlin, who, a ſhort time after, ſent me a bill 
of exchange for four hundred ducats upon Dantzic. 
To this my mother added a thouſand rix-dollars, and 
a diamond croſs worth nearly half as much, remained 
a fortnight with me, and preſiſted, in ſpite of all 
remonſtrance, in adviſing me to go to Vienna. My 
determination had been fixed for Peterſburg; all my 
fears and apprehenſions being awakened at the thought 
of Vienna, and which, indeed, afterwards became the 


ſource of all my cruel ſufferings and ſorrows. | She 


would not yield in . and promiſed, her future 
aſſiſtance only in caſe of my obedience ;{it was my 
duty not to continue obſtinate. Here ſhe left me, 
and I have never (cen her ſince, / She died in 1751, 
and I have ever held her memory in veneration. It 
was a happineſs for this affectionate mother that ſhe 
did not live to be a witneſs of my afflictions, in the 
Wer. oo ] m 0 1 5 ns: 
An adventure reſembling that of Joſeph in Egypt, 
happened to me in Elbing. The wife of the worthy 
Brodowſky, a woman of infinite perſonal attraction, 
grew partial to me; but I durſt not act ungratefully 
by my benefactor. Never to ſee me more was too 
ainful to her, and ſhe even propoſed to follow me 
ſecretly, to Vienna. I felt the danger of my ſitua- 
tion, and doubted whether Potiphar's wife offered 
temptations ſo ſtrong as Madam Brodowſky. I own 
I had an affection for this lady, but my paſſions were 
overawed. She preferred me to her huſband, Who 
was in years, and very ordinary in perſon, Had 1 
yielded to the ſlighteſt degrec of guilt, that of preſent 
_ enjoyment, a few days of pleaſure mult have been 
followed by years of- hitter repentanc . 
Having once more aſſumed my proper name and 
*charaQter, and made preſents of ackmowledgment to 
the worthy tutor of my yout 
turn to Ihorn. a 
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BARON TRENCK. 3 


Hs great was my joy at again meeting my honeff 
Schell! The kind old woman had treated him like a 
mother. She was ſurpriſed, and half terrified, at ſee- 
ing me enter in an officer's uniform, and accompanied 
by two ſervants. I gratefully and rapturouſly kiſſed 
her hand, repaid, with thankfulneſs, every expenſe, 
for Schell had been nurtured with truly maternal 
kindneſs, told her who I was, acknowledged the de- 
ceit I had put upon her concerning her ſon,” bit 
faithfully promiſed to give a true, ard not Rktitious 
account of him immediately on my arrival at Vieti-- 
na.“ Schell was ready in three days, and we left 
Thorn, came to Warſaw, and paſſed thence" through 
Crakow, d CE i 
I inquired for Captai 1 Capi, at Bilitz, who had be- 
fore given me fo kind a reception, and refuſed me ſat- 
isfaction; but he was gone, and I did not meet with 
him till ſome years after, When the cunning Italian 
made me the moſt humble apologies for his conduct. 
So goes the world! ne nao or ON TEIng 
My journey from Dantzic to Vienna would not 
Furniſh me with an intereſting page, though my trav- 
els on foot thither would have afforded thrice as mich, 
as I have written, had I not been fearful of wrifling? * 
with. the aer p 7« ½ ⅛ ES 
In poverty one misfortune follows another. Tbl. 
foot-paſſenger ſees the world, becomes acquainted 
with it, converſes with men of every claſs. The lord 
oP 11 Iuxuriouſly 
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Ren I came to Vienna, I took all poſſible pains to in- 

guire for this William, and found by the commiſſary lift, 

that he had deſerted in 1744, had been retaken, and aktu- 

ally hanged, For a brabe of a few ducats, I procured a 

certificate his having died a natural death, which I ſent 

to the good woman, with n letter of thanks and conſolation. 

) Perhaps the poor Milliam, who was heir to twenty thous 

. Jand florins, unable to procure a furlou; had deſerted, and 
was executed as a malefactor. To how many reflection: 

„ (on arbitrary power, landing arnues; and military law) 
do incidents hike theſe give birth / | . 
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86 THE, L LF: ve, 
luxuriouſly lolls and ſlumbers in his carriage, while 
this ſervants pay inn-keepers and poſtillions, and paſ- 

ſes rapidly over a kingdom, in which he ſees ſome do- 
zen houſes, called inns ; and this he calls travelling. 
I met with more adventures in this my journey of 16 

miles, than afterwards, in almoſt as many Wfa. 
hen travelling at eaſe in a carriage. 
Here then ends my pres in which, from the 
hardſhips therein related, and numerous others omit- 
ted, I ſeem a kind of ſecond Robinſon Cruſoe, and to 
have been prepared, by a gradual increaſe and repeti- 
tion of . ſufferings, to endure the load of aflifion 
which I was afterward deſtined to bear. 
 ArxIveEDAT VIENNA in the month of April, 1 745, 
And now another att of the tragedy is going to be- 
zin. 
After Nen defrayed the expenſes of travelling 
for me and my friend Schell, for whoſe remarkable hif- 
tory I will endeavour to find a few pages in my third 
volume, I divided the three hundred ducats which 
ed with him, and having ſtaid a month at Vi- 
enna, he went to join the regiment of Pallavicini, in 
which he had obtained a lieutenant- colonel's commiſ- 
fion, and which was then in Italy. 
Here I found my couſin Baron Francis Trenck, the 
famous. partiſan and colonel of pandours, impriſoned 
at the Arſenal, and involved i in a molt perplexing prot- 
ecution. 
This Trenck was my father's brother's ſon. His 
father had been a Colonel and Governor of Leitſchau, 
and had poſſeſſed conſiderable lordſhips in Sclayonia, 
thoſe of Pleternitz, Preſtowacz and Pakratz. Aﬀter 
the ſiege of Vienna, in 1683, he had left the Pruſſian 
ſervice for that, of Auſtria, i in which he remained ſixty 
ears. 
6 That I may not here interrupt my ſtory, T ſhall 
give ſome account of the life of my couſin Baton 
Francis Trenck, ſo renowned in the war of 1741, in 
the third volume, and who fell at laſt the ſhameful 
facrifice of envy and avarice, and received the . 
&7 af | 25 1 | 0 
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IAN TRENCK 5 B. 


of all hi is great and faithful ſervices | in the priſon of, 
the Spielberg. 

The vindication of the family of the Trencks re- 
quires I ſhould ſpeak of him ; nor will I in this, ſuffer 
reſtraint from the fear of any man, however power- 
ful. Thoſe indeed, who ſacrificed a man moſt ardent: 
irr bis country's ſervice to their own private and ſelf- 
ih views, are now in their graves. | 

I ſhall inſert no more of his hiſtory here than what 
is interwoven with my own, and relate the reſt in its 
proper place. 

A reviſion of his ſuit was at this time inſtitutecl. 
Scarcely was I arrived in Vienna, before his confiden- 
tial agent, M. Leber, preſented me to Prince Charles 
and the Emperor : Bom knew the ſervices of Trenck, 
and the malice of his enemies; therefore, permiſſion 
for me to viſit him in his. priſon, and procure him ſuch 
aſſiſtance as he might need, were readily: granted. On 
my ſecond audience, the Emperor ſpoke ſo much in 
my perſecuted coulin's favour, that 1 became highly 
intereſted: He commanded me to have erde to 
him on all accaſions; and moreover, owned the preſi- 
dent of the council of wat was a man of a very wicked 
character, and a declared enemy of Trenck. This 
prefident was the Count of Lowenwalde, who, with 
his aſſociates, had been purpoſely ſelected as men 
proper to oppreſs the beſt of f Mie The ſuit ſoon 
took another face; the good Empreſs Queen, Who 
had been deceived, was foen better informed, and. 
Trenck's innocence appeared, on the reviſion of the 
proceſs, moſt . bs The trial, which had coſt- 

them twenty ſeven tic florins, and the ſentence 
which followed, were proved to have been partial and 
_ unjuſt ; and that ſixteen. of Trenck's officers, who,. 
moſt of them, had been broken for different offences, 
had perjured themſelves to infure his deſtruction. 

It is a moſt remarkable circumſtance that publie 
notice was given in the Vienna en to che follow. 
ing purport: 
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ed his liberty, to prove his innocence to the 58 58 
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All thoſe who haue any complaints to make againſt 


Trenck, let them appear, and they fall receipe a ducat per 


day fo long as the proſecution continues. 
It will readily be imagined how faſt his accuſers 
would increaſe, and what kind of people they were, 
The pay of theſe witneſſes alone, amounted to fifteen. 
. florins. I now began to labour in concur. 
rence with Doctor Gerhauer, and the caufe ſoon took 
another turn; but fuch was the flate of things, it 
would have been neceſſary to have broken all the 
members of the council of war, as well as counſellor 
Weber, a man of great power. Thus, unfortunately, 
politics began to interfere with the courſe of juſtice. 
Ihe Empreſs Queen gave Trenck to underitand ſhe 
required he ſhould aſk her pardon ; and, on that con- 
dition, all proceedings ſhould be ſtopped, and he im- 
mediately ſet at liberty, Prince Charles, Who knew 
the court of Vienna, adviſed me alſo to perſuade my 
couſin, to comply, but nothing could thake His. reſolu- 
tion. Feeling his right and innocence, he demanded 
ſtrict juſtice ; and this made ruin more ſwift, 
I ſoon learned Trenck muſt fall facrifice—he was. 
rich—his enemies already had divided among them, 
more than eight thouſand florins of his property, 
which was all ſequeſtered, and in their hands. They 
had treated him too cruelly, and knew him too well, 
not to dread his vengeance the moment he ſhould re- 


© 


cover his freedom, 7 F 
I was moved to the ſoul at his ſufferings, and, as he 
had yented public threats, at the proſpect of approach- 
ing victory over his enemies, they gained” over the 
Court Confeſſor ; and, dreading him as they did, put 
every.wily art in practice to inſure his deftruttion, I 
therefore, in the fulnefs of my heart, made him the 
brotherly propoſition of efcaping, and having obtain- 


Queen. I told him my plan, which might eaſily have 
been put in execution, and which. he ſeemed perfectly 
decided to follow. 53 e 
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Some days after I was ordered to wait on field- mar- 
fhal Count Konigſeck, Governor of Vienna, This 
reſpectable old gentleman, whoſe memory I ſhall ever 
reyere, behaved to me like a father, and the friend of 

humanity, adviſed me to abandon my couſin, who, 
he gave me clearly to underſtand, had betrayed me, 
by having revealed my propoſed plan of eſcape, will- 
ing to ſacrifice me to his ambition, in order to juſtify 
the purity of his intentions to the court, and ſhow 
that inſtead of wiſhing to eſcape, he only deſired juſ- 


3 


monition, ſmother all farther inquiry into this affair. 
I related this black trait of ingratitude to Prince 
Charles, of Lorraine, who prevailed. on me to again 
ſee my couſin, without letting him know I knew 
what had paſſed, and ſtill to render him every ſervice 
in my Pawer..” i 2: 5 
Before I proceed, I will here give the reader a por- 
trait of this Trenck. 5 | 
He was a man of ſuperior. talants. and unbourided _ 
ambition ; devoted, even fanatically, to his. ſove- 
reign; his boldnefs approached temerity ; he was 
artful of mind, wicked of heart, vindictive and un- 
feeling. His cupidity equalled the utmoſt exceſs of 
avarice, even in his thirty-third year, in which he 
died. He was too proud to receive favours or obliga- 
tions from any man, and was capable of ridding him- 
ſelf of his beſt friend, if he thought he had any claims 
on his gratitude, or could get poſſe ſſiom of his for- 
tune. 3 1 5 8 | 
He knew I had rendered him very important. ſer- 
vices, ſuppoſed his cauſe already. won, having bribed 
the judges who were to reviſe the ſentence, with. 
thirty thouſand florins, which money I received from 
his. friend Baron Lopreſti, and conveyed to theſe _ 
H. a. honef}: 


90 us LIF Ce 


honeſt ceunſellors. I knew all his ſecrets, and-neth- 

ing more was neceſſary to prompt His ſuſpicions and 
bad heart to ſeek my deſtruttion.. Ibn hit 4 

Scarcely had a fortnight e after his having 

firſt betrayed me, befere the following remarkable 
event happened. eon | Dy 7 . 7 


3 
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I left him one evening to return home, taking un- 
der my coat a bag with papers and documents relating 
to the proſecution, Which I had been examining, for 
him, and tranſcribing. There were, ati this time, a- 
bout five and twenty officers, in Vienna, who had laid 
complaints againſt him, and who conſidered me as 
their greateſt enemy, becauſe I had labeured earneſtly 
in his defence, I was therefore ohliged on all acca- 
ſions, to be upon my guard. A report had been prop - 
agated through Vienna, thay I Was ſecretly ſent by 
the King of Pruſſta, to free my couſin from impriſon- 
ment: He, however, conſtantly denied, to the hour 
of his death, his having written to me at Berlin: 
Hence alſo it will follow, the letter I received had 
been forged by Jaſchinſky, | 


Leaving the Arſenal, I croſſed the court, and per- 
ceived I was cloſely followed by two men in grey ro- 
quelaures ; who, preſſing upon mycheals, held loud. 
and infolent converſation concerning the run-away 
Pruſſian Trenck, I found they ſought a quarrel, 
which was a thing of .no-great difficulty at that mo- 
ment; for a man is never more diſpoſed to duelli 
than when he has nothing to loſe, and is diſcontont- 
ed with his condition. I fuppoſed they were two of 

tbe acculing officers broken by Trenck, and endeav- 
oured to avoid them, arid gain the Jew's place. 

Scarcely had I turned down the ſtreet that leads 

 _ thither, before they quickened their pace. I turned 
round, and in a moment received a thruſt with a. 
ſword, in the left fide, where I had put my bag of pa- 
pers, which accident alone, ſaved my life: The ſwerd 

| Pierced through the papers, and ſlightly graized the 
ſkin. I inſtantly drew, and the heroes ran, I pur- 


kucd, one of them tripped. and fell, I ſeized him, the 
| . guard 
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learned whither, would net. leave me. 


BARON TREN.CK. = 


guard came up : He deelared he was an officer of-the- 
rogiment of Kollowrat, ſhewed his uniform, was re- 
leaſed, and I was taken r The Town Major 

came the next day, and told me I had intentionally: 

ſought a. quarrel with two. officers, Lieutenants Fg 

and K— n. Theſe kind gentlemen. did not reveal 

den intention of fending- me to the other 
wor ** 


L was alone, could produce no witneſs, they were: 
two. I-muſt neceſſarily be in the wrong, and I re- 
mained ſix days in E No ſooner was I releaſed: 
than theſe, my good friends ſent to demand fatisfaftion. 
for the ſaid pretended inſult. The propoſal Was ac- 
cepted; and 1 L to be at the Scotch gate, the 
pl — appoint by them, within an hour. aVing- 


heard their names, I preſently knew them to be two 


famous ſwaggerers, who were daily exercifing them- 
ſelves in fencing at the Arſenal; and where they of- 
ten viſited Trenck. I went to my couſin to afk his. 
aſſiſtance, related what had happened, and as the con- 
ſequences of this duel RON, Canes ſerious, defired: 


him to give me a hundred ducats, that I might be able: 


10 fly, it either of them ſhould fall. Z IK 
Hitherto-I had expended my own money on his ae- 


count, and had aſked no. reimburſement ; but what 


was my aſtoniſhment when this wicked man faid to. 
me with a ſneex, -** Since, good couſin, you have got 
into a quarrel without conſulting me, you will alſo. 
get out of it without my aid!“ As I left him, he 
called me back to tell me, © I will take care and pay 
your undertaker ;” for he certainly believed I ſhould - 
never return alive. OD. Re: 

I ran now, half deſpairing, to. Baron Lopreſti, who, 
gave me fifty ducats and a pair of Piſtols, provided 
with which, I cheerfully repaired to the field of battle. 
Here I found half a eo. officers of the garriſon. 


As I had few acquaintances in Vienna, I had no ſec- 


ond, except an old, Spaniſh invalid captain, named 
Pereyra, who met me going in all haſte, and having. 


Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant K—n was the firſt with whom Tfought, 


and who received ſatisfaction by a deep wound in the 


right arm, Hereupon I deſired the ſpectators to pre- 
vent farther miſchief ; for my own part, I had noth- 
ing more to demand. Lieutenant F—g next entered 
the liſts, with threats, Which were ſoon quieted by a 
hange in the belly. Hereupon Lieutenant M:, ſec» 
ond to the firſt wounded man, told me very angrily— 
Had I been your man, you would have us a 


very different reception.“ My old Spaniard of eigh- 


ty, proudly and immediately advanced, with his long 
whiſkers and tottering frame, and cried “ Hold !— 
© Trenck has proved himſelf a brave fellow, and if 
any man thinks proper to * further, he 
* muſt firſt take a breathing with me. Every body 
laughed at this bravado, from a man who eig 
eould ſtand, or hold a ſword, I reptied—* Friend, I 
am ſafe, unhurt, and want not aid: Should I be dif- 
* abled, you then, if you think proper, may take my 
place; but as long as I can hold a ſword, I ſhall 


take pleaſure in ſatisfying all theſe gentlemen, one 
after another“ I would have reſted myſelf a mo- 


ment, but the haughty M-, enraged at the defeat of 
his friend, would not give me time, but furiouſly at- 
tacked me, and having wounded him twice, once in 
the hand, and again in the groin, he wanted to cloſe, 
and fink me to the grave with himſelf, but I diſarmed 


and threw him. 


None of the others had any deſire to renew the 
conteſt. My three enemies were ſent bleeding to 
town; and as Mf appeared to be mortally wound- 
ed, and the Jeſuits and Capuchins of Vienna refuſed 
me an aſylum, I fled to the convent at Keltenberg. 

I wrote, from the convent, to Colonel Baron Lo- 
preſti, who came to mee told him alt that had pafl- 
ad, and, by his good offices, had liberty in a week, to 
appear once more at Vienna. | 11 

The blood of Lieutenant F—g was in a corrupt 
ſtate, and his wound, though not in itſelf dangerous, 
made his life doubtful. He. ſent ta entreat I woutd: 


1 
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viſit him, and when I went, having firſt requeſted I 
would pardon him, gave me to underſtand I ought to 
beware of my couſin, I afterwards learned the trait- 
erous Trenck had promiſed Lieutenant F—g à com- 
pany, and a thouſand dueats, if he could Sd means 
to quarrel with me, and rid the world ef me. He 
was deeply in debt, and ſought the aſſiſtance of 
Lieutenant Kn; and had not the Pipers luckily 
preſerved me, I had undoubtedly been ifpatches 
by his firſt lunge. Io clear themſelves of the infa- 
my of ſuch an aft, theſe two worthy gentlemen had 
pretended I had aſſaulted them an the ſtreets. 
I could no more reſolve to ſee my ungrateful and 
dangerous kinfman, who wiſhed to have me mur- 
dered becauſe I knew all his ſecrets, and thought he 
ſhould be able to gain his cauſe without obligation to 
me, or my aſſiſtance. Notwithſtanding all his great 
qualities, bis marking chara®teniſtic, certainly Was 
that of ſacrificing every thing to his private views, 
and eſpecially to his covetouſneſs, which Was fo great 
that, even at his time of life, though his fortune 
amounted to a million and à half, he did not ſpend 
per day, more than thirty Kreutzers. F 
No ſooner was it known that I had forfaken 
Trenck, than General Count Lowenwalde, his moſt 
ardent enemy, and preſident of the firſt council of 
war, by which he had been condemned, deſired to 
ſpeak to me, promiſed every ſort of good fortune angl. 
Protection, if I would diſcover what means bad ſe- 
cretly heen employed in the reviſion. of the procels..; 
and went fo far as to offer me four thouſand, florins if 
I would aid a proſecution againſt my couſm. Here] - 
tearned the influence of villains in power, and the in- 
juſtice of judges at Vienna. The propoſal I rejected 
with diſdain, and rather determined to ſeek my for- 
tune in the Eaſt Indies, th continue in a country 
where, under the beſt of queens, the moſt loyal.of 
f{ubjetts, and firſt of ſaldiers, might be rendered miſer- 
able, by intereſted, angry, and corrupt courtiers. Cer 
nin its 5s K move can po, that Zrepok, though 
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the bittereſt of my enemies, and whoſe condutt to- 
wards me merited my whole reſentment, was the beſt 
foldier in the Auſtrian army, had been liberal of his 
Blood and fortune in the imperial ſervice, and would 
Kill ſo have continued, had not his wealth, and his 
contempt for Weber and Lowenwalde, put him in 
the power of thoſe wretches who were the avowed 
enemies of courage and patriotiſm, and who only can 
maintain their authority, and fate their thirſt of gain, 
by the baſe and wicked arts of courts, Had' my 
couſin ſhared the plunder of the war among theſe 
men, he had not fallen the martyr of their intrigues, 
and died in the Spielberg. His accuſers were gener- 
ally unprincipled men, of ruined fortunes ; and ſo 
infafcient were their accuſations, that a uſeful mem- 
ber of ſoctety ought not, for any, or all of them, to 
have ſuffered an hour's impriſonment, Being fully 
informed, both of all the circumſtancesgf the proſecu- 
tion, and the inmoſt fecrets of his PH ice re- 
quires I ſhould thus publicly declare ti trith, and 
yindicate his memory, While living he Was my bit- 
tereſt enemy, and even though dead, was the cauſe of 
all my future ſufferings ; therefore, the account 1 
fhall give of him in the third volume, will certainly 
be the leſs liable to fuſpicion, where I ſhall ſhew that 
he, as well as myſelf, deferved better of Auſtria. 
I was reſolved for ever to forſake Vienna. The 
friends of Trenck all became diſtruſtful of him, be- 
caufe of his ingratitude to me. Prince Charles tilt 
' endeavoured to perfuade me to a reconciliation, and 
gave me a letter of recommendation to General 
Brown, who then commanded the Imperial army in 
Italy. But, more defirous of going to India, I left 
Vienna in Auguſt, 1748, deſirous of owing no obli- 
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ation to that city or F's inhabitants, and went for 
olland; Mean time, Me enemies of Trenck found 
no one to oppoſe their iniquitous proceedings, and 
obtained a ſentence of impriſonment in the Spiel- 
berg, where he, too late, repented having betrayed 
bis faithful adviſer, and prudent friend. I pitied 
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kim, and his judges certainly deſerved the puniſh. 
ment they inflicted; yet, to his laſt moments, he. 
ſhewed his hatred towards me was rooted, and, even 
in the grave, ſtrove, by his will, to involve me 10 
misfortune, as will hereafter be en. : 

I fled from Vienna, would to God it had been for 
ever; but fate, by ſtrange ways, and unknown means, 
brought me back, where Providence. thought proper 
I ſhould become a veſſel of wrath and perſecution: 
1 was to ena my part in Europe, and not in Aſia. 
At Nuremberg I met with a body of Ruſſians, com- 
manded by General Lieuwen, my .mother's relation, 
who were marching to the Netherlands, and were 
the peace-makers of Europe. Major Buſchkow, 
whom I had known when Ruſſian reſident at Vien- 
na, prevailed on me to viſit him, and preſented me 
to the General. I pleaſed him, and may ſay, with. 
truth, he behaved to me like a friend and a 4 7 8 
He adviſed me to enter into the Ruſſian ſervice, and 
gave me a company of dragoons, in the regiment of 
Tobolſki, on condition I ſhould not leave him, but 
employ myſelf in his cabinet; and his confidence 
and eſteem for me were unbounded? 3 

Peace followed; the army returned to Moravia, 
without firing a muſket, and the head en were 
fixed at Proſnita. * 

In this town a public entertainment was given, by | 
General Lieuwen,, on the coronation day of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth ; and here an adventure happened te. 
me, which I ſhall ever remember, as a. warning 19. 
myſelE, and inſert as a memento to others. 

The army phyſician, on this day, kept a Faro bank, 
for the entertainment of the gueſts, My ſtock. of. 
money conſiſted of two and twenty ducats. Thirſt, 
of gain, or perhaps example, induced me to venture 
| two of theſe, which 1 immediately loſt, and, very. : 
ſoon, b venturing again to regain them, the. Whole 7 
two and twenty. Chagrined at my folly, I returned... 
home: I had nothing. but a pair of piſtols left, for 
which, becauſe. of their workmanſhip, General 

6 WED We | 
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Woyekow had offered me twenty ducats. Theſe 1 
took, intending by their aid, to attempt to retrieve 
my lofs. Firing of guns and piſtols was heard 
throughout the town, becauſe of the feſtival, and 1 
in imitation of the reft, went to the window, and 
fired mine. After a few diſcharges, one of my piſ- 
tols burft, and endangered my own hand, and, 
wounded my ſervant. I felt a momentary deſpon- 
cy, ſtronger than I ever remember to have experienc- 
ed before; infomuch that I was half induced, with 
the remaining. piſtol, to' ſhoot myſelf through the 
head. I, however, recovered my ſpirits, aſked my 
ſervant what money he had, and received from him 
three ducats. With theſe I repaired, like a deſper- 
ate gameſter, once more to the Faro table, at the 
General's, again began to play, and, fo extraordinary 
Was my run of luck, I won at every venture, Hav- 
Ing recovered my principal, I played on upon my win- 
nings, till at laſt I had abſolutely broken the Doctor's 
bank; a new bank was ſet up, and I won the greateſt 
part of this ikewiſe, ſo that I brought home about 
fix hundred ducats. | 

Rejoiced at my good fortune, but recolle&ing my 
danger, I had the prudence to make a ſolemn reſolu- 
tion never more to play at any game of chance, to 
which I have ever ſtrictly adhered. | | 
It were to be wiſhed young men would reflect upon 
the effects of gaming, remembering that che love of 
play has made the moſt promiſing and virtuous,# miſ- 
 Erable; the honeſt, knaves; and the ſincere, deceiv- 
ers and liars. Officers, having firft loſt all their own 
money, being intrufted with the ſoldiers' pay, have 

next loft that alfo ;. and thus been caſhiered, and cter- 
nally diſgraced, I 07 = Proſnitz, have been 
equally raſh and culpable. The Hrſt venture, wheth- 
er the gameſter wins or loſes; enſures a ſecond; and, 
with that, too often deſtruction. My good for- 
tune was almoſt miraculous, and my ſubſequent reſ- 
olution very uncommon; and I entreat and conjure 
my children, when I ſhall no longer be living to ad- 
| d Vile 
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viſe and watch for their welfare, moſt determinedly 
to avoid play. I ſeemed preſerved by Providence 
from this evil but to endure much greater. . 

General Lieuwen, my kind patron, ſent me from 
Krakow, to conduct a hundred and forty ſick men 
down the Viſtula to Dantzic, where there were Kuſ- 
ian veſſels to receive and tranſport them to Riga. 

I requeſted permiſſion of the General to proceed . 
ſorward and viſit my mother and ſiſter, whom I was 
very defirous to fee : At Elbing, therefore, I reſigned 
the command to Lieutenant Platen, and, attended by 
a ſervant, rode to the biſhoprick of Ermeland, where 

I had appointed an interview with them in a frontier 
village, 55 . 

Here an incident happened that had nearly coſt 
me my life. The Pruſſians, ſome days before, had 
carried off a peaſant's ſon from this village, as a re- 
cruit. The people were all in commotion. I wore 

ſpatterdaſhes, and the blue horſe uniform of Ruſſia. 
They took me for a Pruſſian at the door, and fell up- 
on me with every kind of weapon. A chaſſeur, who 
happened to be there, and the landlord, came to my 
aſſiſtance, While I, battling with the peaſants, had 
thrown two of them down. I was delivered, but na 
till J had received, among others, two violent bra 
one on the left arm, and another which broke 
bridge of my noſe. The landlord adviſed me td 
cape as faſt as poſſible, or, that the village would riſe 
and certainly murder me; my ſervant, therefore, Who 
had retired for defence, with a pair of piſtols into thie 
bakehouſe, got ready the horſes, and we'rode off. | 
I had my bruiſes dreſſed at the next village; my 
hand and eyes were exceedingly ſwelled, but 1 was 
obliged to ride two miles farther, to the town of Ref. 
ſel, before I could find an able ſurgeon, and here I fo 
far recovered, in a weck, that I was able to return to 

Dantzic. My brother viſited me while at Reſſel, but 
my good mother had the misfortune, as ſhe was com- 
ing to me, to be thrown out of her carriage, by 
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which her arm was broken, ſo that ſhe and my ſiſter 


were obliged to return, and I never ſaw her more. 

I was now at Dantzic, with my ſick convoy, where 
another moſt remarkable. event happened, which I, 
with good reaſon, ſhall ever remember. 

I became acquainted with a Pruſſian olkces, whoſe 
name I ſhall conceal, out of reſpect to his very wor- 
thy family; he viſited me daily, and we often rode 
out together in the neighbourhood of Dantzic- 

My faithful ſervant became acquainted with his, 
and my aſtoniſhment was indeed great when he, one 
day, ſaid to me with anxiety, © Beware, Sir, of a 
* ſnare laid for you by Lieutenant N-; be 
«means to entice you out of town, and deliver you 
* up to the Pruſſians.“ I aſked him where he learued 
this: From the Lieutenant's ſervant,” anſwered he, 
„ho is my friend, and wiſhes to ſave me from mil. 
fortune. 

I now, with the aid of a couple of ducats, diſcover- 
ed the whole affair; and learned it was agreed 
between the Pruſſian reſident Reimer, and the Lieu- 
tenant, that the latter ſhould entice me into the ſub- 
urb of Langfuhr, where there was an inn on the Pruſ- 
ſian territories : Here eight recruiting under-officers 
xc to wait concealed, and ſeize me the moment 1 
ee the honſe, hurry me into a carriage, and drive 
away for Lauenberg i in Pomerania. Two under-ofi- 

were to eſcort me on horſeback, as far as the 
frontiers, and the remainder to hold, and prevent me 
from calling for help, ſo long as we ſhould remain on 
the territoriegof Dantzic, _ 

I farther learned, my enemies were only to be arm-. 
ed with ſahres; and chat they were to wait behind the 
door. The two officers on horſeback, were to fecure 
my ſervant, and prevent him from ridin 8 off and rail- | 
ing an alarm, 

Theſe preparations might eaſily. have been * 
ed fruitleſs, by my refuſing to accept the propoſal of 
the Lieutenant: But vanity gave me other advice; 
and reſentment made me deſirous of avenging myſcif 
For ſuch deteſtable treachery. Eieutenant 
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Lieutenant N. came about noon to dine with me 
2s uſual; was more penſive and ſerious than I had 
ever obſerved him before, and left me at four in the 
afte rnoon, after having made me promiſe to ride ear- 
ly next day with him as far as Langfuhr. I obſerved 

my conſent gave him great pleaſure, and my heart | 
then pronounced ſentence on the traitor. ' The mo- 7755 
ment he had left me I went to the Ruſſian reſident, ; 
M. Scheerer, an honeſt Swiſs, related the whole con- 
ſpiracy, and aſked whether I might not take fix of the 
men under my command for my own perſonal de- 
fence : I told him my plan, which he at firſt oppoſ- 
ed, but, ſeeing me obſtinate, he anſwered at laſt, Do- 
as you pleaſe; I muſt know nothing of the matter, 
«nor will I make myſelf reſponſible,” .... 
I immediately: joined my foldiers, ſelected fix men, 
and took them, while it was dark, oppoſite the Pruſ- 
fian inn, hid them in the corn, with an order to run to- 
my help, with their firelocks loaded, the firſt diſcharge 
they ſhould hear, to feize all who ſhould fall into- 
their power, and only to fire in caſe of reſiſtance, I 
provided them with fire arms, by concealing them in 
the carriage which brought them to their hiding place.. 
- Notwithſtanding all theſe precautions, I ſtill thought 
it neceflary to prevent ſurpriſe, by informing mylſelt. 
what were the proceedings of my enemies, leſt my in- 
telligence ſhould have been falſe ; and I learned from. 
my ſpies that, at four in the morning, the Pruſſian reſ- 
ident, Reimer, had left the city with poſt-horſes. 
L loaded mine and my ſervant's horſe and pocket 
piſtols, prepared my Turkiſh ſabre, and in gratitude to. 
the heutenant's man, promiſed to take him into my 
_ ſervice, being convinced of his honeſty. 
The heutenant cheerfully entered about fix-in tze 
morning, expatiated - on the fineneſs of the weather, 
and jocoſely told me I ſhould be very kindly received 
by the handſome landlady of Langfuhr. ö 810 
I was ſoon ready; we mounted, and left the town, 
attended by our ſervants, Some three hundred paces: 
from the inn, my worthy friend propoſed that we 
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chauld alight, and let our ſervants lead the horſes, that 


we might enjoy the beauty of the morning: I con- 
ſented; and, having diſmounted, obſerved his treach- 
erous eyes ſparkle with pleaſure, 1 3 

The reſident, Reimer, was at the window of the 
inn, and called out, as > as he ſaw me, Gogd- 
„ morrow, captain, good-morrow-;z come, come in, 

** your break faſt is Waiting. N ſneering, Imiled, and 
told him I had not time at preſent... So faying, J con- 
tinued my walk, hut my companion would abfolutely 
force me/ to enter, took me by the arm, and partly 
ſtruggled with me, on which, loſing, all patience, 1 
gave him a blow, which almoſt knocked him down, 


and ran to my horſes as if I meant to fly. 


The Pruſſians inſtantly ruſhed from "behind Air 
door, with clamour, to attack me. I fired at the firſt; 
my Ruſſians ſprapg from their hiding place, preſent- 
ed their pieces, and called, Stuy, ſtuy, yehionnamat. 

The terror. of the poor Pryikians may well be ſup- 
poſed, All began to run. I kad taken care to make 
fare of my lieutenant, and was, next, running to ſeize 
the reſident, but he had eſcaped out of the back door, 
with the ſs only of his white periwig. The Ruf- 
fans had taken four priſoners, and I commanded. them 
tO. beſtow ty ſtrokes upon each of them, in the open 
fireet. An enſign, named Caſſeburg, having told me 


kis name, and that he had been my brother's ſchool- 


fellow, begged remi ſſion, and excuſed himſelf, on the 
neceſſity which he was under to obey his arent 
I admitted his excuſes, and ſuffered him to I 
then drew my ſword, and bade the lieutenant „ 
himſelf; but he was bo confuſed that, after drawing 
his {word, he aſked my pardon, laid the whole blame 
upon the rehident, and: had not'the power to put him- 
ſelf upon his guard. I twice fart | his ſword out of 
his hand, and at laſt takin — Ruſſian corporal's 

cane, I exhauſted tay Rs with beating him, with- 
out his offering the leaſt reſiſtance. Such is the mean- 
neſs of detected treachery. I left him kneeling, ſay- 
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ing to him, « Go, raſcal ! now, and tell your comrades 
«the manner in which Trenck Punifies aaa ade? on 
« the highway.” 7 

The people had aſſembled round us e the ac- 
tion, to whom I related the affair, and the attack hav- 
ing happened on the territories of Dantzic, the Pruf- 
fans were in danger of being ſtoned by the populace. 

I and my Ruſſians marched off victorious, proceeded _ 
to the harbour, embarked, and three or four days af 177 
ſet ſail for Riga. | 

It is remarkable that none of the ablic papers took 
any notice of this affair; no ſatisfaction was required. 
The Pruſſians, no doubt, were aſhamed of being de- 

feated in an attempt ſo perfidious. 

I ſince have learned that Frederic, no doubt, by the 
falſe repreſentations of Reimer, was highly itritated, 
and what afterwards happened proves his anger pur- 
ſued me through every corner of the earth, till at laſt 
I fell into his power at- Dantzic, and ſuffered'a- mar- 
tyrdom moſt unmerited and unexampled. - 5 

The Pruſſian envoy; Goltz, indeed, made complaints | 
to Count Beſtuchef, concerning this Dantzic ſkirmiſh, J 
but received no fatisfa&ion. My conduct was juſti- 
hed in Ruſſia, I having defended myſelf . aſſal- 
fins, as a Ruſſian captain ought. 4 

Some diſpaſſionate readers may blame me for not 4 
having avoided this rencontre; and demanded-perſon- Is 
al ſatisfaction of” Liemenant N „ But I have, 1 

through life, rather ſought than avoided danger. My 
vanity and revenge were both rouſed. I was every 
where perſecuted by the Pruſſians, and was therefore 
determined to ſhow- that; far from fearing, I was able 
to defend myſelf, 18. 

Lhired the ſervant of the lieutenant; „ found 
honeſt and faithful, and whom 1: comfortably ſettied - 
in marriage at Vienna, i in 1753; After my ten years 

impriſonment; I found him poor, and again took him 

into my ſervice, i in which ke. dicd, at: ee in 
779. CC | 
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And now behold me at fea, on my voyage to Riga, 

1 had eaten heartily before I went on board; a ſtorm 
eame on, I worked half the night to aid the crew, hut 

at length became ſea-fick, and went to lie down. 
Scarcely had I cloſed my eyes before the maſter came 
with the joyful tidings, as he thought, that we were 

running for the out of Pillau, Far from pleaſing, 

5 this, to me, was dreadful intelligence. I ran on deck, 

faw the harbour right before me, and a pilot coming 

off. The ſea muſt now be either kept in a ſtorm, or 
I fall into the hands of the Privilang 3 for I was 

known to. the whole garriſon of Pillau,* 

I defired the captain to tack about and keep the ſea, 
but he would not liſten to me,  Perceiving this, I 
flew to my cabin, fnatched my piſtols, returned, ſeiz- 

ed the helm, and threatened the captain with inſtant 
death, if he did not obey, My Ruffians began to. 
murmur ; they were averſe to encountering the dan- 

gers of the ſtorm, but, luckily, they were {till more 
Werts te meet my anger, overawed as they were by 
my piſtols, and my two ſervants, who ſtood by me 
P SIT Top e K 

Half an hour after the ſtorm began to ſubſide, and 
we fortunately arrived the next day in the harbour 
of Riga. The captain, however, could not be ap- 
peaſed, but accuſed me before the old and honourable 
Marſhall Lacy, then Governor of Riga. I was oblig- 
ed to appear, and replied to the charge by relating the 
truth. The Governor anſwered, my obſtinacy might 
have occaſioned the death of a. hundred and ſixty per- 
ſons. I, ſmiling retorted,. I have brought them 
all ſafe to port, pleaſe your Excellency; and, for 
© my part, my fate would have been much more mer- 
5 ciful, by falling into the hands of my God, than in- 
*to the hands of my enemies. My danger was ſo 
great that I forgot the danger of others; beſides, ſir, 
I knew my comrades were ſoldiers, and feared death 
* as little as I do.” My anſwer pleaſed the fine grey- 

headed general, and he gave me a recommendation to 
the chancellor Beſtuchef at Moſcow. 


* 
General. 
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General Lieuwen had marched from Moravia, for 
Ruſſia, with the army, and was then at Riga. I went 
to pay him my reſpects; he kindly received me, and 
took me to one of his ſeats, named Annaburg, four 
miles from Riga. Here I remained ſome days, and 
he gave me every recommendation to Moſgow, where 
the court then was, It was intended I ſhould endeav- 
our to obtain a company in the regiment of cuiraſſiers, 
the captains of which: then ranked as majors, and he 
2dviſed me to throw: up my commiſſion in the Siberi- 
an regiment. of Tobolſki drageongs. Peace be to the 
manes and the memory of this worthy man! May God 
reward his benevolence ! etch our anpaagab 4:14 

From Riga I departed, in company with M. Oet- 
tinger, lieutenant colonel of engineers, and Lieuten- 
ant Weiſmann, for Moſcow, This is the fame Weis 
mann who rendered. fo many important ſervices to 
Ruſſia, during the laſt war with the Turks. 
On my arrival, after delivering in my letters of rec- 
emmendation, I Was particularly well. received by 
Count Beſtuchef. Oettinger, whoſe friendſhip I had 
gained, was exceedingly intimate with the chancellor, 
and my intereſt was thereby promoted. 

I had not been long at Moſca; ; before I met Count 
Hamilton, my former friend during my-abede at Vi- 
enna. He was captain of cavalry; in the regimengot” 
General Bernes, who had been ſent as.imperial-ambaf+. 
fador to Ruſſia, N e D the 

Bernes had been. ambaſſador at Berlin, in 1743, 
where he had, conſequently, known me during the 
height of my favaur at the court of Frederic. Ham- 
ilton preſented me to him, and I had the good fortune 
fo far to gain his friendſhip, that after a few viſits, he 
endeavgured to detach me * Ruſſian ſervice, of- 
fering me the ſtrongeſt recommendations to Vienna, 
and a company in his. own regiment. My couſin's 
misfortunes, however, had left too deep an impreſſion 
upon my memory, for me to follow his advice. The 
wm would then have been preferred by me to 
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Bernes invited me to dine with him, in company 
with his boſom friend, Lord Hyndford, the Engliſh 
ambaſſador. How great was the pleaſure I that day 
received! This eminent ſtateſman had known me at 
Berlin, and was preſent when Frederic had honoured 
me, with ſaying, C'eſt un matador de ma jeuneſſe. He 
was well read in men, conceived a good opinion of my 
abilities, and became a friend and father to me. He 
feated me by his ſide at table, and aſked me, Why 
came you here, Trenck ? In ſearch of bread and 
“ honour, my Lord,“ anſwered I, having unmerit- 
1% edly loſt them both in my own country.“ He far- 
ther inquired the ſtate of my finances: I told him my 
whole ſtore might be ſome thirty du cats. 

* Take my counſel,“ ſaid he; you have the nec- 
eſſary qualifications to ſucceed in Ruſſia, but the 
& people here deſpiſe poverty, judge from - the exteri - 
* our only, and do not include ſervices or talents in 
the eſtimate ; you muſt have the appearance of be- 
ing wealthy. I and Bernes will introduce you into 
* the beſt families, and will fupply you with the nec- 
* eflary means of ſupport. Splendid liveries, led 
* horſes, diamond rings, deep play, a bold front, un- 
daunted freedom 1With ſtateſmen, and gallantry a- 
mong the ladies, are the means by which foreigners 
* uſt make their way in this country, Avail your- 
* {elf of them, and leave the reſt to us.“ This leſſon 
laſted ſome time. Bernes entered in the interim, and 
they determined, mutually, to contribute towards my. 
promotion. eee | ETSY 

Few of the young men who ſeek their fortune in 


foreign countries, meet incidents fo favourable, For- 


tune, for a moment, ſeemed willing to recompenſe my 

aſt ſufferings, and again to-raiſe me to the height from 
which 1 had fallen, Theſe ambaſſadors, here again; 
by aceident. met, had before been witneſſes df my pros 
perity when at. Berlin. The talents I poſſeſſed, and 
the favour I then enjoyed, attracted the notice of all 
foreign miniſters. They were boſom friends, equally” 
well read in the human heart, and equally benevolent. 


* 


BARON TRENCK. 205 


and noble - minded: Their recommendation at court 

was deciſive; the nations they repreſented, were in 

alliance with Ruſſia, and the confidence alen 
aced in them Was unbounded. 

I was now introduced into all companies, 0 10 
2 foreigner who came to intreat employment, but as 
the heir of the houſe of Trenck, and its rich Hungari- 
an poſſe ſſions, and as the former favorite of che Hubs 
fan monarch, -- 

I was alſo admitted to the [NCI of the firſt lite 
rati, and wrote a poem on the anniverſary of the coro- 
nation of the Empreſs Elizabeth. Hyndford took 
care ſne ſhould ſee it, and, in conjunction with the 
chancellor, preſented me to the ſovereign. My recep- 
tion was molt gracious ; ſhe herſelf recommended me 
to the chancellor, and preſented me with a gold-hilted 
ſword, worth a thouſand: rubles. This ' raiſed me 
highly in the eſteem of all the houſes of the Beſtuchef 

arty. T 
n Manners were at that time 10 eu in Ruſſia, chat 
ecvery foreigner, Who gave a dinner or a ball, "muſt 
ſend notice to the chancellor Beſtuchef; that he might 
return a liſt of the gueſts allowed to be invited. Fac- 
tion governed every thing, and, wherever Beſtuchef 
was, no friend of Woronzow durſt appear. I was the 
intimate of the Auſtrian and Englith ambaſfadors ; 
conſequently, was careſſed and ' eſteemed in all com- 
panies. I foon became the favourite of the chancel- 

lor's lady, as I ſhall hereafter. notice; and nethang 

more was wanting to obtain all I could wiſh, *: | 
I was well acquainted with architectural x Wi 
had free acceſs +. the houſe. and cabinet of the chan- 
cellor here I drew in company with Colonel Oet- 
Unger, who was s then the head-architeet of wats 

ade 


* Books, GA PO ivate l all 3 Us that 
the Cheſterfield jy s far from. being ſuppoſed deprav- | 
ed, is held honourable, and its pupils boaſt. of thein ex. 
| = in all foreign count ies. We ſay foreign, for we 

ue an ardent hope England i 2s fill an exception. T. 
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made the perſpective view of the new palace, which 
the chancellor intended to build at Moſcow, by which 
I acquired univerſal honour. I had gained more ac- 
quaintance in, and knowledge of, Ruſſia in one month, 
than others, wanting my means, have done in twelve. 
As I was one day relating my progreſs to Lord 
Hyndford, he, like a friend, grown grey in courts; 


kindly took the parental trouble to'adviſe me, From 


him J obtained a perfect knowledge of Ruſha : He was 


acquainted with all the intrigues of European courts, 


their families, party cabals, the foibles of the monarchs, 
the principles of their government,' the. plans of the 


. Peter, and had alſo made the peace of Breſlaw. 


hus, having been the confidential friend of Frederic, 
he was intimately acquainted with his heart, as well 
as the ſources of his power, Hyndford was penetrat- 
ing, noble minded, had the greatneſs of the Briton, 
without his haugtineſs; and the principles by which 
he combined the paſt, the preſent and the future, 
were fo clear, that I, his ſcholar, by adhering to them, 
have been enabled to foretell all the m oft remarkable 
revolutions that have happened, during the ſpace of 
fix and thirty years, in Europe, By theſe I knew, 


when any miniſter was diſgraced, who ſhould be his 


ſucceſſor. I daily paſſed ſome hours improving by 
his kind converſation, and to him am I indebted for 
N of that knowledge of the world I happen to poſ- 
els. | | 

He took various opportunities of cautioning me 
againſt the effects of an ardent, ſanguine temper, and 
my hatred of arbitrary power; warned me to beware 
of the determined perſecution of Frederic, of his irre- 
concilable anger, his intrigues and influence in the 
various courts of Europe, which he would certainly 
exert to prevent my promotion, leſt I ſhould impede 
his own projects, and lamented my future ſufferings, 
which he plainly foreſaw. * Defpots,” ſaid he, al- 
ways are ſuſpicious, and abhor thoſe who have a 
* conciouſmeſs of their own worth, of the rights of 
* mankind, and bold the laſh of ſlavery in ey: » 

3 e | The 
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* The enlightend are, by them, called reſtleſs ſpirits, 
c turbulent and dangerous; and virtue, there, where 
« virtue is unneceſſary for the humbling and tramp- 
© ling upon the ſuffering ſubject, is accounted a crime 
© of all others, the moſt to be dreaded.” . 
Hyndford taught me to know, and highly to value, 
freedom, to deſpiſe tyrants, to endure the worſt of 
miferies, to emulate true greatneſs of mind, to deſpiſe 
danger, and to honour only thoſe 'whoſe elevation of 
ſoul had taught them equally to oppoſe bigotry and 
deſpotiſm. e 1 
Bernes was a philoſopher, but, with the penetra- 
tion of an Italian, more cautious than Hyndford, yet 
equally honeſt and worthy. . His friendſhip for me 
was unbounded, and the time paſſed in their compa- 
ny was eſteemed by me moſt precious. The liberali- 
ty of my ſentiments, thirſt after knowledge and ſci- 
entific acquirements, gained their favour : Our topics 
of converſation were inexhauſtible; and I acquired 
more real information at Moſcow than at Berlin, un- 
der the tuition of La Metri, Maupertuis, and  Vol- 
taire, 35535 | 
Scarcely had I been fix weeeks in this city before 
1 had an adventure. which I ſhall here relate; for, 
myſelf exepted, all the perſons concerned in it are 
now dead. Intrigues properly belong to novels. 
This book is intended for a more ſerious purpoſe, 
and they are, therefore, here uſually ſuppreſſed. - It 
cannot be ſuppoſed I was a woman-hater, | Moſt of 
the good or bad fortune I experienced originated in 
love. I was not by nature inconſtant, and was inca- 
pable of deceit, even in amours. In the very ardour 
of youth I always ſhunned mere ſenſual pleaſures.— 
1 loved for more exalted reaſons, and, for ſuch, 
ſought to be beloved again. Love and friendſhip 
were, with me, always united; and thefe I was capa- 
ble of inciting, maintaining, and deſerving. The. 
moſt difficult of acceſs, the nobleſt and the faireſt, 
were ever my choice; and my veneration for theſe, 
always deterred me from groſſer gretifications;- By 
| ; woman 
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woman I was formed; by the faith of woman ſup- 
orted under misfortunes ; in the company of woman 

enjoyed the few hours of delight my life of forrows 
Has experienced. Woman, beautiful and well in- 
ſtructed, even now, lightens the burden of age, the 
world's tediouſneſs, and its woes; and, when theſe 
are ended, I would rather wiſh my eyes might be cloſt 
ed by fair and virgin hands, than when expiring, fix- 
ed on a hypocritical prieſt. | | 
My adventures with women would amply furniſh 
a romance; but enough of this. I ſhould not relate 
the preſent, were it not neceffary to my ſtory.“ 

Dining one public day with Lord Hyndford, I was 
ſeated befide a charming young lady of one of the beſt 
families in Ruſſia, who had been promiſed in marriage 
though only ſeventeen, to an old invalid miniſter, 
Her eyes ſoon told me ſhe thought me preferable to 
her intended bridegroom. I underſtood them, la- 
mented her hard fate, and was ſurpriſed to hear her 
exclaim, Oh Heavens! that it were poſſible you 
«could deliver me from my misfortune : I would 
engage to do whatever you would direct.“ 

The impreſſion ſuch an appeal muſt make on a 


man of four and twenty, of a temperament like mine, 


may eaſily be ſuppoſed. The lady was raviſhingly 


beautiful; her ſoul was candour itſelf, and her rank 


that of a princeſs; but the court commands had al- 
ready been given in favour of the marriage; and 


flight, with all its inſeparable dangers, was the only 


expedient. A public table was no place for long ex- 
planations. Our hearts were already one. I re- 
queſted an interview, and the next day was ap- 
pointed, the place the Trotzer garden, where I paſſed 

| three 


At would be unpardonable not to warn the youthful 
reader of the mixture of good and bad morality in what 
the Baron has here, and in various other places, been 
hleaſed to ſay concerning love ; or, rather, as he tos 
often and too tvidenily means, the worſt part of love, 
gallantry, T : 
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f \ \ 
three rapturous hours in her company; thanks to 
her woman, who was a Georgian, 

To eſcape, however, from Moſcow was impoſſible. 
The diſtance thence, to any foreign country, was too 
reat, The court was not to remove to Peterſburg till 


£ the next ſpring, and her marriage was fixed for the 


firſt of Auguſt, The misfortune was not to be reme- 
died, and nothing was left us but patience perforce. 
We could only reſolve to fly from Peterſburg, when 
there, the ſooneſt poſſible, and to take refuge in ſome 
corner of the earth, where we might remain unknown 
| of all. The marriage therefore was celebrated with 
pomp, though I, in deſpite of forms, was the true huſ- 
band of the princeſs. Such was the ſtate of the huſ- 
band impoſed upon her that, to deſcribe it, and not 
give diſguſt, were impoſſible. 5 i 
The princeſs gave me her jewels, and ſeveral thou- 
fand rubles, which ſhe had received as a nuptial preſ- 
ent, that I might purchaſe every thing neceſſary for 
flight: My evil dekiny, however, had otherwiſe deter- 
mined, I was playing at ombre with her one night, 


at the houſe of the Counteſs'of Beſtuchef, when ſne 
complained of a violent head ach, appointed me to 


meet her on the morrow, in the Trotzer gardens, claſ- 
ped my hand with inexpreſſible emotion, and depart- 
ed. Alas! I never beheld her more, till ftretched upon 
her bier! | | | 

She grew delirious that very night, and ſo contin- 
ued till her death, which happened on the ſixth day, 
"when the ſmall pox began to appear. Amidſt her diſ- 
traction, ſhe Lat 
called on me to deliver her from her tyrant. Thus, 
in the flower of her age, periſhed one of the moſt love- 


ly women I ever knew, and with her fled all I held 


molt dear, . ©. | 

All my plans were now eto be new arranged. Lord 
Hyndford alone was in the ſecret, for I had no ſecrets 
for him : He ſtrengthened me in my firſt reſolution, 
and owned that he himſelf, for ſuch a miſtreſs, might 


perhaps have been weak enough to have acted as I. 
| I: N N 
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diſcovered our love, and inceſſantly 
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had done. Almoſt as much moved as myſelf, he ſym. 


pathized with me like a friend, and his advice deter. 
red me from ending my miſeries, and deſcending with 
her, whom I had loved and loſt, to the grave. This 
was the ſevereſt trial I had ever felt. Our affection 
was unbounded, and ſuch only as noble hearts can feel, 
She being gone, the whole world became a deſert, 
There 1s not a man on earth, whoſe life affords more 
various turns of fate than mine. Swiftly raiſed to the 
higheſt pinnacle of hope, as ſuddenly was I caſt head. 
long down, and ſo remarkable were theſe revolutions 
that he, who has read my hiſtory, will at laſt find it 
difficult to ſay whether he envies or pities me moſt, 
And yet theſe were, in reality, but preparatory to the 
evils that hovered over my devoted head, Had not 
the remembrance of paſt joys ſoothed and ſupported 


me under my ſufferings, I certainly ſhould not have 


endured the ten years torture of the Magdeburg dun- 
geon, with a fortitude that might have been worthy 
even of Socrates, | | 

Enough of this. My blood again courſes ſwifter 
through my veins as I write! Reſt, gentle maiden, 
noble and lovely as thou wert! For thee, ought 
Heaven to have united a form ſo fair, animated as it 
was by a ſoul ſo pure, to ever-blooming youth and 
immortality. | : *+ 

My love for this lady became well known in Moſ- 
cow; yet her corpulent overgrown huſband had not 


underſtanding enough to ſuppoſe there was any 


meaning in her rhapſodies during her delirium, 
Fler gifts to me amounted in value, to about ſeven 
thouſand ducats. Lord Hyndford, and Count Bernes, 


both adjudged them legally mine, and well am I aſſur- 


ed her heart had bequeathed me much more. 

To this event ſucceeded another, by which my 
fartune was greatly influenced, The Counteſs of 
Beſtuchef was then the moſt amiable and witty wem- 


an at court. Her huſband, cunning, ſelfiſh, but ſhal- 


low, had the name of miniſter, while ſhe, in reality, 
governed with a genius at once daring and compre- 
Fa BY! e : henſitve 
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henſive. The too pliant Elizabeth, careleſsly left the 
moſt important things to the direction of otheis. 
Thus the Counteſs was the firſt perſon of the empire, 
and on whom the attention of all the foreign miniſters 


was fixed. | TOE 1 5 Z 
Hlaughty and majeſtic in demeanor, ſhe was ſup- 
oſed to be the only woman at court who continued 
faithful to her huſband ; which ſuppoſition, proba- 
bly, originated in her art and education, ſhe being a 
German born; for I afterwards found her virtue was 
only pride, and a knowledge of the national charac- 
ter. The Ruſſian lover rules deſpotic over his miſ- 
treſs ; requires money, ſubmiſſion, and, ſhould he 
meet oppoſition, threatens her with blows and the 
diſcovery of her ſecret, 
During Elizabeth's reign, foreigners could neither 
appear at court, nor in the beſt company, without the 
introduction of Beſtuchef. I and Sievers, gentlemen 
of the chamber, were at that time the only Germans 
who had free egreſs and regreſs in all houſes of faſh-. 
ion: My being protected by the Engliſh and Auſtrian 
ambaſſadors, gave me very peculiar advantages, and 
made my company every where courted. 
Beſtuchef had been reſident, during the late reign, 
at Hamburg, in which inferior ſtation he married the 
counteſs, at that time, though young and handſome, 
only the widow of the merchant Boettger. Under 
Elizabeth, Beſtuchef roſe to the ſummit of rank and 
power, and the widow Boettger became the firſt 
lady in the empire. When I knew her, ſhe was 
eight and thirty, conſequently no beauty; though a 
woman highly endowed in mind and manners, of 
keen diſcernment, diſliking the Ruſſians, protecting 
the Pruſſians, and at whoſe averſion all trembled. 
Her carriage towards the Ruſfians was, what it 
muft be in her ſituation, lofty, cautious, and ironical, 
rather than kind. To me, ſhe ſhewed the utmoſt eſ- 
teem on all occaſions, welcomed me to her table, and. 
ogten admitted me to drink coffee in company with 
herſelfalone and Colonel Oettin ger, The counteſs never 
55 e failed 
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failed giving me to underſtand ſhe had perceived my 
love for the Princefs N—— ; and, though I conſtant. 
ly denied the fa, ſhe related circumftances which 
ſhe could have known as I thought, only from my 
miſtreſs herſelf : My filence pleaſed her, for the Ruf- 
ſians, when a lady has a partiality for them, never fail 
to vaunt of their good fortune. She wiſhed to per. 
ſuade me ſhe had obſerved us in company, had read 
the language of our eyes, and had long penetrated our 


ſecret. I was ignorant, at that time, that ſhe then, 


and had long before, entertained the maid of my mif- 
trefs, as a ſpy in her pay. | | | 
About a week after the death of the princeſs, the 
counteſs invited me to take coffee with her, in her 
chamber; lamented my lofs, and the violence of that 
paſſion which had deprived me of all' my cuſtomary 
vivacity, and altered my very appearance, She ſcem- 
ed fo intereſted in my behalf, and expreſſed ſo many 
w:fhes, and fo ardent, to better my fate, that I could 
no longer doubt. Another opportunity ſoon happen- 


ed, which confirmed theſe my fuſpicions: Her mouth 


confeſſed her ſentiments. Diſcretion, fecreſy, and 
hicelity, were he laws ſhe impoſed ; and never did ! 
experience a more ardent * as from woman, Such 
was her underſtanding and penetration, ſhe knew 
how to rivet my affections. 5 7 
Caution was the thing moſt neceſſary. She con- 
trived, however, to make opportunity. The chancel- 
tor valued, confided in me, and employed me in his 
cabinet ; fo that I remained whole days in the houſe, 
My captainſhip of cavalry was now no longer thought 
of: I was deſtined to political employment, My 
firſt was to be gentleman of the chamber, which, in 
Ruſlia, is an office of importance, and the proſpect of 
futurity became to me moſt reſplendent. Lord Hynd- 
ford, ever the repoſitory of my ſecrets, counſelled 
me, formed plans for my conduct, rejoiced at my ſuc- 
ceſs, and refiiſed to be reimburſed the expenſe he had 
been at, though now my circumſtances were proſpet- 
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The degree of credit I enjoyed ſoon was noticed: 
Foreign miniſters began to pay their court to me ; 
Goltz, the Pruſſian miniſter, made every effort to win 
me, but found me incorruptible. 

The Ruſſian alliance was, at this time, highly 
eourted by foreign powers; the humbling of Pruſſia 
was the thing generally wiſhed and planned ; and no- 
* body was better informed than myſelf, of miniſterial 

and family faftions at this court. . 

My "niftreſs a year after my acquaintance with 
her, fell into her enemies' power, and, with her huſ- 
band, was delivered over to the executioner. Chan- 
cellor Beſtuchef, in the year 1756, was forced to con- 
feſſion, by the knout. Apraxin, miniſter of war, 
had a fimilar fate. The wife of his brother, then en- 


voy in Poland, was, by the treachery of a certain 
Lieutenant Berger, with three others of the firſt la- 


dies of the court, knouted, branded, and had their 
tongues cut out. This happened in the year 1741, 


when Elizabeth aſcended the throne. Her huſband, 


however, faithfully ſerved ; I knew him, as Ruſhan 


envoy, at Vienna, in 1731. This may indeed be 


called the love of our country, and thus does it hap- 


pen to the firſt men of the ſtate; what then can a 
foreigner hope for if perſecuted, and in the power of 
thoſe in authority? * | | | 

No man, in ſo fhort a ſpace of time, had greater 
opportunities than I, to diſcover the ſecrets of ſtate ; 
eſpecially when guided by Hyndford and Bernes un- 
der the reign of a welb meaning but ſhort- ſighted Em- 
preſs, whoſe firſt miniſter was a weak man, directed 


» 


by the will of an able and ambitious wife, and which 


wife loved me, a ſtranger, an acquaintance only of a 
„ 8 


_* There is a. confuſion of dates, as well as facts, in the 
above paragraph. Perhaps there may be ſome error of 
the preſs ; and the Barons long impriſonment, aud 
advanced age in which he wrote, might both, or either, 
lead to miſtake.. The Baron's Chronology, even of hamfelf, is 

throughout, very inaccurate, 1. 8 
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1 months, ſo paſſionately that, to this paſſion, me 


would have facrificed every other object. She might 


in falt be conſidered as Emprefs of Ru ſſia, diſpoſing 
of peace or war; and, had I been more prudent or 
leſs ſincere, I might, in fuch a ſituation, have amaſſed 
treaſures, and i them in full ſecurity. Her 
generoſity was boundleſs ; and, though obliged to 
pay above a hundred thoufand rubles in one year to 
diſcharge her ſon's debts, yet might I have faved a 
{till larger fum ; but half of the gifts ſhe obliged me 
to receive, I lent to this fon, and loſt. So far was 1 
from ſelfiſh and ſo negligent of wealth, that, by ſup- 
plying the wants of others, I often, on a reverſe of 

fortune, ſuffered want myſelf, 

This my ſplendid fuccefs in Ruſſia, diſpleaſed the 
great Frederic, whoſe perſecution every where at- 
tended me, and who ſuppoſed his intereft injured by 
my fuccefs in Ruſfia, The ineident I am going to. 
relate was, at the time it happened, well known to, 
and cauſed much agitationfamong, all the foreign am- 
haſſadors. 

Lord Hyndford deſired I would make him a fair 
copy of a plan of Cronſtadt, for which he furniſhed 
the materials, with three additional drawings of the 
various ſhips in the harbour, and their names. There 
was neither danger nor ſuſpicion attending this; the 
plan of Cronſtadt being no fecret, but publicly fold. 


in the ſhops of Peterſburg. England was, likewife, 


then m the cloſeſt alliance with Ruſſia, Hyndford 
ſhewed the drawing to Funk, the Saxon envoy, his 
intimate friend, who aſked his permi ſſion to copy it 
himfelf. Hyndford gave him the plan ſigned with 


my name, and after Funk had been fome days em- 


ployed copying it, the Pruſſian minſter, Goltz, who 


lived in his neighbourhood, came in, as he frequent- 
ly paid him friendly viſits, Funk, unfuſpectingly, 
ſhewed him my drawing, and both lamented that 


Frederic had loſt fo uſeful a ſubject. Goltz aſked to 


borrow it for a couple of days, in order to correct 


his own, and Funk, one of the worthicft, moſt hon- 


elt, 
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eſt, and leaſt fuſpicious of men, who loved me like a 
brother, accordingly lent the plan. 
No ſooner was Goltz in poſſeſſion of it than he 
hurried to the chancellor, with whoſe weakneſs he 
was well acquainted, told him his intent in coming 
was to prove that a man, who had once been unfaith- 
ful to his king and country, where he had been loaded 
with favours, would certainly betray, for his own pri- 
vate intereſt, every ſtate where he was truſted, He 
continued his preface, by ſpeaking of the rapid prog 
reſs I had = in Ruſſia, and the free entranee I had 
found in the chancellor's houſe where I was received 
as a ſon, and initiated in the ſecrets of the cabinet. 
Ihe chancellor defended me: Goltz then endeav- 
oured to incite his jealouſy, and told him my private 
interviews with his wife, efpecially in the palace gar- 
= den, were publicly fpoken of. This he had learned 
= from his fpies, he having endeavoured, by the ſnares 
; he laid, to make my deſtruction certain. a c 
He likewiſe led Beſtuchef to ſuſpect his ſecretary, 
S—n, was a party in the intrigue ; till at laſt the chan- _ 
cellor became very angry : Goltz then took my plan 
of Cronſtadt from his pocket, and added, Your ex- 
* cellency.is nourifhing a ſerpent in your boſom. 
« This drawing have I received from Trenck, copied 
„from your cabinet deſigns, for two hundred duc- 
s ats.“ He knew I was employed there ſometimes 
with Oettinger, whoſe office it was to infpe@ the 
buildings and repairs of all the Ruſſian — 
Beſtuchef was aſtoniſhed ; his anger became violent, 
and Goltz added fuel to the flame, by infinuating I 
ſhould not be fo powerfully protected by Bernes, the 
Auſtrian ambaſſador, were it not to favour the views 
of his own court. Beſtuchef mentioned proſecution 
and the knout ; Goltz replied my friends were too po-] 
erful, my pardon would be procured, and the evil this 
way increaſed, They therefore determined to have 
me ſecretly ſecured, and privately conveyed to Sibe- 
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Thus, while I unfuſpectingly dreamed of nothing but 
happineſs, the gathering ſtorm threatened deſtruction, 
which only was averted by accident, or God's good 

ovidence, = 

Goltz had ſcarcely left the place triumphant, when 
the chancellor entered, with bitterneſs and rancor in 
his. heart, into his lady's apartment, reproached her 
with my conduct, and while ſhe endeavoured. to ſooth 
him, related all that had paſſed. Her penetration was. 
much deeper than her huſband's : She perceived there 
was a plot againſt me: She indeed knew my heart 
better than any other, and particularly that I was not 
in want of a poor two hundred ducats. She could. 
not, however, appeaſe him, and my arreſt was deter- 
mined, She therefore inſtantly wrote me a line to the 
following purport. Bas}, 

* You are threatened, dear friend, by a very immi- 
* nent danger. Do not ſleep to-night at home, but 
& ſecure yourſelf at Lord Hyndford's till you hear far- 
ther from me.” « 

Secretary S—n, her confidant (the ſame who, not 
long ſince, was Ruſſian envoy at Ratiſbon) was ſent 
with this note. He found me, after dinner, at the En- 
gliſh ambaſſador's, and called me aſide. I read the 
billet, was aſtoniſhed at its contents, and ſhewed it 
Lord Hyndford. My conſcience was void of re- 
proach, except that we ſuſpected my ſecret with the 
counteſs had been betrayed to the chancellor ; and, 
fearing his jealouſy, Hyndford commanded me to re- 
main in his houfe till we ſhould make further diſcov- 


We placed fpies round the houſe where I lived : L 
was inquired for after midnight, and the heutenant of 
the police came himſelf, and ſearched the houſe. 
Lord Hyndford went about ten in the morning to, 
viſit the chancellor, that he might obtain ſome intelli- 
gence, who immediately reproached him for having 
granted an aſylum to a traitor, © What has this traitor 
„done ?“ ſaid Hyndford. © Faithleſsly copied a plan. 
of Cronſtadt, from my cabinct drawings,“ e 

| | : N the 
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the chancellor, © which he has ſold to the Pruſſian 
% miniſter for two hundred ducats.“ 15 
Huyndford was aſtoniſhed ; he knew me well, and 
alſo knew that he had then in money and jewels, more 
than eight thouſand ducats of mine in his own hands; 
nor was he leſs ignorant of the little value I ſet on 
money, or of the ſources whence I could obtain it, 
when I pleaſed, © Has your excellency actually ſeen 

«this drawing of Trenck's P“ “ Yes, I have been 
«*ſhewn it by Goltz,”—* I wiſh I might likewife be 
© permitted to ſee it; I know Trenck's drawing, and 
© make myſelf reſponſible that he is no traitor, Here 
js ſome myſtery ; be fo kind as to deſire M. Goltz 
«will come, and bring his plan of Croriſtadt. Trenck 
* js at my houſe, ſhall be forth-coming inſtantly, and 
e will not protect him, if he proves guilty.” 

The chancellor wrote to Goltz, but he, artful as he 
was, had, no doubt, taken care to be informed that 
the lieutenant of the police had mifled his prey. He 
therefore ſent an excuſe, and did not appear. In the 
mean time I entered, Hyndford then addreſſed me, 
with the openneſs of an Engliſhman, and aſked 
Are you a traitor, Trenck ? If ſo, you do not merit 

© my protection, but ſtand here a ſtate priſoner. 
Have you ſold a plan of Cronſtadt to M. Goltz ?““ 
My anſwer may eafily be» ſuppoſed. Hyndford re- 
hearſed what the chancellor had told him, 1 was de- 
fired to leave the room, and Funk was fent for, The 
moment he came in, Hyndford ſaid, Sir, where is 
«that plan of Cronſtadt which Trenck copied 7“ 
Funk, heſitating, replied, * I will go for it.” © Have 
you it,“ continued Hyndford, at home? ſpeak 
«upon your honour”-—** No, my Lord, I have lent 
w it for a few days to M. Goltz, that he may take a 

copy.” | 218g 

| Hyndford immediately then faw the whole affair, 
told the chancellor the hiſtory of this plan, which be- 
longed to him, and which he had lent to Funk, and 
requeſted a truſty perſon might be ſent with him to 
make proper ſearch, Beſtuchef named his firſt ſecs 
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retary, and to him were added Funk and the Dutch 
envoy, Schwart, who happened then to enter. All 


went together to the houſe of Goltz. Funk here de. 
manded his plan of Cronſtadt ; Goltz gave it him, 


and Funk returned it to Lord Hyndford. 


The ſecretary, and Hyndford, both then deſired he 
would produce the plan of Cronſtadt, which he had 
bought of Trenck for two hundred ducats. His 
confuſion now was great, and Hyndford firmly inſiſt- 
ed this plan ſhould be forth-coming, to vindicate the 
honour of Trenck, whom he held to be an honeſt 
man. On this, Goltz anſwered, © I have received 
my king's commands to prevent the preferment of 
*Trenck, in Ruſſia, and I have only fulfilled the duty 
© of a miniſter.” . | 


Hyndford ſpit on the ground, and ſaid more than! 


now chooſe to repeat, after which the four gentlemen . 


returned to the chancellor, and I was again called, 


Every body complimented me, related what had paſ- 


fed, and the chancellor promiſed I ſhould be recom- 
penſed ; ſtrittly, however, forbidding me to take any 
revenge on the Pruſſian ambaſſador, I having ſworn, 
in the firſt tranfports of anger, to puniſh him where- 
ever I ſhould find him, even were it at the altar's 
foot. „„ 

The chancellor ſoothed me, kept me to dine with 
him, and endeavoured to aſſuage my boiling paſſions. 


The counteſs affected indifference, and aſked me if 
ſuch-like actions characteriſed the Pruflian nation. 
Funk and Schwart were at table. All preſent con- 


gratulated me on my victory, but none knew to 
whom I was indebted for deliverance from the haſty 
and unjuſt condemnation of the chancellor, although 
my protectreſs was one of the company. I received 
a preſent of two thouſand rubles, the next day, from 
the chancellor, with orders to thank the Empreſs for 
this mark of her bounty, and accept it as a ſign of her 
eſpecial favour. | I paid theſe my thanks ſome days 


after. The money I diſregarded, but the amiable _ 
Empreſs, by her enchanting benevelence, made me 
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forget the paſt, The ftory became public, and Golts 
appeared neither in .company nor at court, The 
manner in which the eee fpencengy ; reproached 
him, I ſhall, out of reſpect, paſs over. Bernes, the 
crafty Piedmonteſe, aſſured me of revenge, without 
my troubling myſelf in the matter, and—what ha 
pened after I know not: Goltz appeared but little in 
company, fell ill when I had left Ruſſia, and died 
ſoon after of a conſumption, 
This vile man was, no doubt, the cauſe of all the 
calamities which afterward fell upon me.“ I ſhould 
have become one of the firſt men in Ruſſia; the miſ- 
fortunes that befel Beſtuchef and his family. ſome 
years afterward, might have been averted; I ſhould 
never have returned ta, Vienna, a city ſo fatal to the 
; name of Trenck ; by the mediation of the Ruffian 
court, I ſhould have recovered my great Sclavonian 
= cſtates; my days of perſecution at Vienna, would 
have been paſſed in peace and pleaſure ; nor ſhould I 
have entered the dungeon of Magdeburg. 5 
How little did the Great Frederic know my heart! 
Without having offended, he had rendered me miſ- 
crable, had condemned me to impriſonment at Glatz, 
on mere ſuſpicion, and, flying thence, naked and deſ- 
titute, had confiſcated my paternal inheritance. Not 
contented with inflicting all theſe calamities, he 
would not ſuffer me, peacably to ſeek my fortune in 
a foreign land. | „„ E 
Few are the youths who, in ſo ſhort a time, being 
expelled their native country with diſgrace, by their 
own eltorts, merits and talents, have obtained honour 
and favour ſo great, acquired ſuch powerful friends, 
or been entruſted with confidence equally unlimited 
in tranſactions ſo important. Enraged as I was at 
the treachery of Goltz, had opportunity offered, IL 
7 6. | 34.4 might 


Ne Baron forgets himſelf, and continually makes . 
the perſon, or incident he is then ſpeaking of, the princi-" 
hal and firſt cauſe of has future ſufferings. They vers 


acurred by a combination of theſe cauſes, T. 
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might have been tempted even to turn my native 


country into a defert ; nor do I deny that I, after. 


ward, promoted the views of the Auſtrian envoy, 


- who knew well to cheriſn the flame that had been 


kindled, and turn it to his own uſe, Till this mo. 
ment I certainly never felt the leaſt enmity, either to 
my country or king, nor did I ever ſuffer myfelf, on 
any occaſion, to be made the agent of their diſadvan. 
tage, | | 
* o ſooner was I entruſted more intimately with 
Eabinet ſecrets, than I diſcovered the ſtate of faftions, 
and that Beſtuchef and Apraxin were, even then, in 
Pruſhan pay; that a counterpoiſe, by their means, 
might be formed to the prevalence of the Auſtrian 
arty. | 
- "> 24M we may date the change of Ruſſian politics 
In the year 1762, Here alſo we may find a clue to 
the contradiQory orders, artifices, poſitions, retreats, 
and diſappointments of the Ruſſian army in the ſeven 
years war.“ The counteſs, who was obliged to act 
with greater caution, foreſaw the conſequences of 
the various intrigues in which her huſband was en- 
aged : Her love for me naturally drew her from her 


Former party ; ſhe confided every ſecret to me, and 


ever remained, till her fall, which happened in 1758, 
during my impriſonment, my beſt friend and . corre- 
fpondent. - Hence was I ſowell informed of all the 
plans againft Pruſſia, to the years 1754 and 1756; 
much more {o than many miniſters of the intereſted 
courts, who imagined they.alone were in 'the ſecret. 
How many after events could I then have foretold! 


Such was the 2 of my deſtiny, that, where 


I ſhould molt have been ſought for, and beſt known, 


there was I leaſt valued, - 


No man, in my youth, would have believed I ſhould 
live to my fixtieth year, untitled and obſcure. In 
Berlin, Peterſburg, London, and Paris, have I been 

\ _ eſteemed 


* Beginning in 1756 ; So called by the German writs 
er x : . oh | 
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eſteemed by the greateſt, ſtateſmen, and now am I re- 
| duced te the invalid lift, How. ſtrange are the cap- 
xices of fortune] I ought never to have left Ruſſia; 
this was my great error, which I ſtill live to repent, 

I have never been. accuſtomed to ſleep more than 
four or five hours, {o that, though through life, I have 
allowed time for paying viſits and receiving company, 
I have {till had ſufficient for ſtudy and improvement. 
Hyadford was my inſtructor in politics; Boerhaave, 
then phyſician to the court, and my boſom friend, m 
tutor in phyſic and literary ſubjects. Women formed 
me for court intrigues, though theſe, as a philoſopher;, 
] deſpiſed.. : | ; 


- 


The chancellor had greatly changed his carriage tc- 
ward me fince the incident of the plan. He obſerved 
my looks and words, Hewed be was diſtruſtful, and 
deſirous. of revenge. His lady, as well as myſelf, re- 
marked this, and new meaſures became neceſſary. I 
was obliged to att an artful, but at the ſame time, a very 

dangerous part. | EY | 
My couſin Baron Trenck, died in the. Spielberg, 
October 4, 1749, and left me. his heir, on condition 
I ſhould only ſerve the houſe of Auſtria. In March, 
1750, Count Bernes received the citation Tent me to. 
enter on this inheritance. I would hear nothing of 
Vienna; the abominable treatment of my: couſin terri- 
ged mc. I well knew the. origin of his prolecution,, 
the ſervices he had rendered his country, and had been 
an eye-witnels of the injuſtice by which he was repaid. 
Bernes, however, repreſented that the property left me 
was worth much above a million-; that the Empreis 
would ſupport me in the puxſuit of juſtice, and that I 
had. no perſonal enemy at Vienna; that a million of 
certain property, in Hungary, was much ſuperior 1 
the higheſt- expectation in Ruſha, where I myiclf had 
beheld fa many changes of fortune, and the effects of 
family cabals. Ruſſia he painted as dangerous, Vien- 
na as ſecure, and promiſed me himſelf, offeckual a ſſi ſt- 
ance, as his erabaſly would end within the year, Were 
once rich, I might reſide in what country 1 pleaſed; 
L nor 
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nor could the perſecutions of Frederic, any where 
purſue me ſo ineffectually as in Auſtria. Snares would 
be laid for me every where elſe, as I had experienced 
in Ruſſia, © What,” ſaid he, would have been the 
+ conſequence, had not the counteſs warned you of 
* the impending danger? You, like many another 
* honeſt and innocent man, would have been ſent to 
Siberia. Your innocence muſt have remained un- 
d atteſted, and yourſelf, in the univerſal opinion, a 
„„ d ne INT ROTgnL G4 
Hyndford ſpoke to me in the'fame tone, aſſured me 
of his eternal protection, and deſcribed London as a 
certain aſylum, ſhould I not find happineſs at Vien- 
na. He ſpoke of {lavery as a Briton ought to ſpeak, 
reminded me of the fate of Munich and Oſterman, 
painted the court ſuch as I knew it fo be, and aſked ? 
what were my expettations, even were I fortunate 
enough to become general or miniſter in ſuch a coun- 
"Theſe reaſonings at length determined me ; but, 
having plenty of money, 1 thought proper to take 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Holland in my way ; 
and Bernes was, in the mean time, to prepare me a 
favourable reception at Vienna. He defired alfo I 
would give him authority to get poſſeſſion of the eſ- 
tates to which I was heir. My miſtreſs ſtrongly en- 
deavoured to detain me, but yieled at length to the 
force of reaſon, I tore myſelf away, and promiſed, 
on my honour, to return as ſoon as T had arranged 
my affairs at Vienna, She made the propoſition of 
inveſting me with ſome foreign embaſſay, by which 1 
might render the moſt effectual ſervices to the court 
of Vienna. In this hope we parted with heavy 
hearts: She preſented me with her portrait, and a 
ſnuff-box ſet with diamonds : The firſt of theſe, three 
years afterward, was torn from my boſom by the offi- 
cers in my firſt dungeon at Magdeburg, as 1 ſhall 
' hereafter relate. The chancellor embraced me, at 
parting, with — Apraxin wept, and claſped 
me in his arms, propheſying, at the ſame time, + 
2 | | {ſhould 
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ſhould never be ſo happy as in Ruſſia, I myſelf fore- 


boded misfortune, and quitted Ruſſia with regret, 
but {till followed the advice of Hyndford and 
Bernes. Ne Ton | 
From Moſcow I travelled to Peterſburg, where I 
found a letter, at the houfe of Baron Wolf, the bank- 
er, from the counteſs, which rent my very heart, and 
almoſt determined me to return, She endeavoured 
to terrify me from proceeding to Vienna, yet incloſ- 
ed a bill for four thouſand rubles, to aid me on my 
journey, were I abſolutely bent to turn my back on 
fortune. | | | 
My effects in money and jewels, amounted to about 
thirty-ſix thouſand florins ; I therefore returned the 
draught, intreated her eternal remembrance, and that 
ſhe would reſerve her favour and ſupport to times in 
which they might become needful. After remaining 
a few days at Peterſburg, I journeyed, by land, to 
Stockholm; taking with me letters of recommenda- 
tion from all the foreign envoys. 
Il forgot to mention that Funk was inconſolable for 
my departure; his imprudence had nearly plunged 
me into miſery, and deſtroyed all my hopes in Ruſſia. 
Twenty-two years after this I met the worthy man 
once more in Dreſden, He there conſidered himſelf 
as the cauſe of all the evils inflicted on me, and aſſur- 
ed me the recital of my ſufferings, had been ſo many 
cutting and bitter reproaches to his ſoul. Our re- 
N of former times, gave us endleſs pleaſure, 
and it was the ſweeteft of joys to meet and renew my 
friendſhip with ſuch a man, after having weathered 
ſo many ſtorms of fate. 1 „ 
At Stockholm I wanted for no recommendation: 
The Queen, fiſter to the great Frederic, had known 
me at Berlin, when I had the honour, as an officer of 
the body-guard, of accompanying her to Stettin. I 
related my whole hiſtory to her without reſerve. She, 
from political motives, adviſed me not make any ſtay 
in Stockholm, and to me continued, till death, an ev- 
er gracious lady. I proceeded to Copenhagen, where 


L had 
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I had buſineſs to tran fact ſor M. Chaiſe; the Daniſh 
envoy, at Moſcow ; from whom allo I had letters of 
recommendation. Here I had the pleafure of meet- 
ing my. old friend, Lieutenant Bach, who had aided 
me in my eſeape from my imprifonment at Glatz. He 
was poor, and in debt, and I procured him protection, 
by relating the noble manner in which he had behav. 
ed, I alſo preſented him with five hundred ducats, 
by the aid of which he puſhed his fortune. He wrote 
to me in the year 1776, a letter of ſineereſt thanks, 
and died a colonel of huffars in the Daniſh ſervice, 


in 1779. FI | | 
I remained in Copenhagen but a fortnight, and then 
Failed in a Dutch fhip from Elfinour fer Amſterdam. 
Scarcely had we put to fea before a ſtorm arofe, by 
which we loſt a maſt and our bowfprit, had our ſails 
ſhattered, and were obliged to caſt anchor among the 
rocks of Gottenburg, where our deliverance was ſin- 
gularly fortunate, 1 | 
Here we lay nine days before we could make the 
open ſea, and here 1 found a very plealant amuſement, 
by going daily in the ſhip's boat from rock to rock, 
attended by two of my ſervants, to ſheot wild ducks, 
and catch ſhell-fiſh; whence I, every evening, return- 
ed with proviſions and fheep's milk, bought of the 
poor inhabitants for the ſhip's crew. 1 
There was a dearth among theſe poor people. 
Our veſſel was laden with corn; ſome of this I pur- 
chaſed, to the amount of ſome hundreds of Dutch 
Horins, and diſtributed wherever I went. I alſo 
gave one of their miniſters a hundred florins for his 
poor congregation, who was himſelf in want of 
bread, and whoſe annual ſtipend did not amount to 
ae hynared ang ly Tlonns, 8 
Here, in the fWeet pleafure of oing good, J left 
behind me much of that money I had fo eaſily àc- 
quired in Ruſſia; and, perhaps, had we Raid much 
longer, ſhould myſelf have leſt the place in poverty. 
A thouſand bleſſings followed me, and the ſtorm- 
driven Trenck Was long remembered. and. talked 3 
al Gottenburg. 5 | I 85 Iz . 
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In this worthy employment, however, I had near- 
ly loſt my life. Returning from carrying corn, the 
wind roſe, and drove the boat to fea. I not under- 
ſtanding the management of the helm, and the ſer- 
vant aukwardly handling the fails, the boat, in tack- 
ing, was overſet, The benefit of learning to {ſwim I 
again experienced, and my faithful ſervant, who had 
gained the rock, aided me when almoſt ſpent. The 
good people who Fad ſeen the fhallop overſet, came 
off in their boats to my. aſſiſtance. An honeſt Cal- 
muc, whom I hag proug t from Ruſſia, and another 
of my ſervants, periſhed, I faw the firſt fink after I 
had reached the ſhore. _ „ 
The kind Swedes brought me on board, and alſo 
righted and returned with the ſhallop. For ſome 
days J was ſea-fick,, We weighed anchor, and ſailed 
for the Texel, the mouth of which we faw, and the 
pilots coming off, when another ſtorm roſe, and 
drove us to the port of Bahus, in Norway, into 
which we ran without farther damage. In ſome few 
days we again ſet fail with a fair wind, and at length 
reached Amſterdam,  _ „ 

Here I made no long ſtay, for the day after my 
arrival, an extraordinary adventure happened, in 
which I was engaged, chiefly by my own raſhneſs. 

I was a ſpectator while the harpooners, belonging 
to the whale fiſhery, were exereiſing themſelves in 

darting their harpoons, moſt of whom were drunk. 
One of them, OY Rogaar by name, a hero 
among theſe people for his dexterity with his ſnicka- 
nee, came up, and paſſed ſome of his coarſe jokes 
upon e ſabre, and offered to fillip me on 
the noſe. I puſhed him from me, and the fellow 
threw down his cap, drew his fnickaſnee, challenged 
me, called me monkey-tail, and aſked whether L 
choſe a ſtraight, a circular, or a croſs cut, | 

Thus, here was I, in this excellent company; with 
no choice but that of either fighting or running away. 


The robuſt, Herculean fellow grew more inſolent, 


and], turning round to the by-ftanders, aſked them 


e 
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to lend me a ſnickaſnee: No, no,“ faid the challen. 
ger, draw your great knife from your fide, ang; 
long as it is, I will lay you a dozen ducats you get a 
gaſh in the cheek.” I drew; he confidently ad- 
vanced with: his ſnickaſnee, and, at the firſt ſtroke of 
my ſabre, that, and the hand that held it, both dropt 
to the ground, and the blood fpeuted in my face. 

I now expected the people would indubitably tear 
me to pieces; but my fear was changed into aftoniſh. 
ment at hearing a univerſal ſhout applauding the van- 
quiſher of the redoubted Herman Rogaar, who, ſo late- 
iy feared for his ftrength and dexterity, became the ob- 
ject of their ridicule. A Jew fpeRtator condutted me 
out of the crowd, and the people elamorouſly followed: 
me to my inn. This kind of duel, by which I gained 
honour, would, any where elſe, have brought me to- 
the higheſt diſgrace. A man who. knew the uſe of the 
fabre, in a ſingle day, might certainly have diſabled a 
hundred Hermin Rogaars. This ſtory may. inſtrutt 
and warn others. He that is quarrelſome ſhall never 
want an enemy. My temerity often engaged me in 
diſputes which, by timely compliance and calmneſs, 
might eaſily have been avoided, but my evil genius al- 
ways impelled me into the paths of perplexity, and L 
tcldom {aw danger till-1t was inevitable. =_ 

I left e a for the Hague, where I had been 
recommended to Lord Holderneſs, the Engliſh ambaſſa- 
dor, by Lord Hyndford ; to Baron Reiſchach, by 
Bernes; to the Grand Penſionary Fagel, by Schwart; 
and, from the chancellor, I had a letter to the Prince” 
of Orange himſelf, I -could not, therefore, but be 
every, where received. with all poſſible diſtinetion.. 
With theſe recommendations, and the knowledge EL 
poſſeſſed, had I had the good fortune to have avoided. 
Vienna, and gone to Indi, where talents would have 
infured me wealth, how many tears of affliction had 1 
been ſpared.! My ill fortune, however, had brought 

me letters from Count Bernes, aſſuring me that heaven 
was at Vienna, and including a citation from the high 
court, requiring me to give in my claim of inheritance. 

5 | I Bernes 
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Bernes farther. anformod me the Auſltian court had 
aſſured him L hould meet witk all juſtice and pro- 
tection, and adviſed me to haſten my journey, as the 
executorſhip of the eſtates of Trenck was condutted 
but little to my advantage. 

This advice I took, procceded to Vienna, und 
from that moment, all my happineſs had an end. I 
became bewildered in law-ſuits, and the arts of wit k- 
ed men, and alt poſſible calamities affaulted me at 
once, the recital of which would, itſelf, afford ſubje& 
matter for a hiſtory. They began by the following, 
incident. 

One NI. Schenck ſought my ac uaintance at the . 
Hague. I met with him at my hotel, where he intreated. 
I would take him to Nuremberg, When d was to 
proceed to Saxony. I complied, and bore his expenf- 
es; but, at Hanau, waking in the morning, I found 
my watch, ſet with diamonds, a ring worth two thou- 
fand rubles, a diamond fnuff-box, with my miſtreſs's 

icture, and my purſe, containing about eighty ducats, 
rr from my bed- ſide, and Schenek become invifi- 
ble. Little affected by the loſs of money, at any time, 
yet was grieved form my ſnuff-box. The raſcal, how. 
ever, had eſcaped, and is was fortunate that the re- 
mainder of my ready money, with my bills of ex- 
change, were ſafely locked up. | 
I now purſued my journey without company, and 
arrived. in Vienna, I cannot exactly recolled | in what 
month, but I had been abſent about two years; and 
the reader will allow that it was barely: poſſible for 
any man, in ſo ſhort. a time, to have: experienced 
more various changes of fate, though many ſmaller in- 
cidents have been ſuppreſſed. The places where my 
pledged fidelity re 509: diſcretion, will be eafily- 
. ſuppoſed, as likewiſe wilk the concealment of court. 
intrigues and: artifices, the publication of which- 


| might, even yet, ſuhje& me to more perſecutions. All 


writers are not permitted to {peak truth of. monarehs. 
and miniſters. I am the father of eight children, and. 
N love and duty vanquiſh the inclination of 
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the author, and this duty, this affection, have made 
me particularly cautious in relating what happened 
to meat Vienna, that I might thereby ſerve them more 
effectually than by indulging the pride of the writer, 
or the vengeance of the man. = | 
Since accounts fo various, contradictory, and dif. 
honourable to the name of Trenck, have been circy- 
lated in Vienna, concerning facts which happened 
thirty-ſeven years ago, I will here give a ſhort abſtrat 
of them, and ſuch as may be verified by the records 
of the court. I pledge my honour to the truth of the 
ſtatement, and were 1 ſo allowed, would prove it, to 
the conviction of an unprejudiced court of juſtice ; 
but this I cannot hope, as princes are much more diſ- 
poſed to beitow unmerited favours than to make ret- 
ribution to thoſe whom they have unjuſtly puniſhed, 
Francis Baron Trenck, died in the Spielberg, Otto- 
ber 4, 1749. It has been erroneouſly beheved'in Vi- 
enna, that his eſtates were confiſcated by the ſentence 
which condemned him to the Spielberg. He had 
committed no offence againſt the ſtate, was accuſed of 
none, much leſs convicted. "The court fentence was, 
that the adminiſtration of his eftate ſhoutd be com- 
mitted to Counſellor Kempf and Baron Peyaczewitz, 
wha was ſelected by himſelf, and the accounts of his 
ſtewards and farmers were to be ſent him yearly. He 
continued till his death, to have the free and entire 
diſpoſal of his property. | | 1 
Although before his death he fent for his advocate, 
Doctor Berger, and by him petitioned the Empreſs 
ſhe would iflue the neceflary orders to the Governor of 
the Spielberg, to permit the entrance of witneſſes, and 
all things neceſſary to make # legal will, it by no 
means follows that he petitioned her for permiſſion to 
make this will, The caſe istoo clear to admit of doubt, 
The royal commands were given that he ſhould enjoy 
all freedom of making his will. Permiſſion was allo: 
given that, during his fickneſs, he might be removed 


to the capuchin convent, which was equal to liberty, 


; but this he refuſed to accept, | 


Neither 
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| Neither was his ability to make a will queſtioned, 
The advocate was only to requeſt the Queen's per- 
miſſion to ſupply ſome formalities wkich had been 
neglected when he purchaled the lordſhips of Velika 
and Nuftar, which petition Was likewife granted. The 
royal mandate ſtill exiſts, which commiſfioned the 
perſons therein named as truſtees to the eſtate and ef- 
| tets of Trenck, and this mandate runs thus: Let 
„the laſt will of Trenck be duly. executed; let dif- 
© patch be uſed, and the heir protected in all his 
„ rights,” Confiſcation, therefore, had never been 
thought of, nor his power to make a will difputed. 
Iwill now ſhew how I have been deprived of this 
valuable inheritance, while I have been obliged to pay 
above ſixty thouſand florins, to defray legacies he had 
left; and, when this narrative is read, it will no long- 
er be affirmed at Vienna, that, by the favours of the 
court, I inherited ſeventy-ſix thoufand florins, or the 
lordſhip of Zwerbach, from Trenck. I fhall proceed 
to my Proofs, „„ ry one . 
The father of Baron Trenck, who died in the year 
1743, Governor of Leitſchau, in Hungary, named me 
in his will, the ſucceſſor of his fon, ſhould he die with- 
out heirs male, Sow 1 5 
This will was fent to be proved, according to form, 
at Vienna, after having been authenticated in the moſt 
legal manner in Hungary, The court called Hof- 


kriegſrath, at Vienna, neglected to provide a curator © 


for the fecurity of the next heir; yet this could not 
annul my right of ſucceſſion. When Trenck ſucceed- 
ed his father, he entered no proteſt to this his father's 
will, therefore, dying without children, in the 8555 | 


1749, my claim was indiſputable. I was heir, had he 


made no will ; and even in caſe of confifcation, my 
title to his father's eſtates ſtill remained valid. 1 
Trenck knew this but too well: He, as I have be- 
fore related, was my worſt enemy, and even attempt- 
ed my life, I will therefore proceed to ſhew the real 
intent of this his crafty teſtament, 43 £45 


Determin ned 
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Determined no longer to live in confinement, or to 
aſk forgiveneſs, by which it is well known he might 
have obtained his freedom, having loft all hopes of re. 
imburſing his loſſes, his avarice was reduced to de. 
ſpair. His defire of fame was unbounded, and this 
could no way now be gratified but by having himſelf 
canonized for a ſaint, after ſpending his life in commit. 
ting all the ravages of a pandour, Hence originated 
the following facts. 

He knew I was the legal claimant to his father's 

eſtates, His father had bought, with the family mon- 
ey, remitted from Pruſſia, the lordſhips of Preſtowacz 
and Pleternitz, in Sclavonia, and he himſelf, during 
his father's life, and with his father's money, had pur- 
chaſed the lordſhip of Pakratz, for forty thouſand flor- 

ins; this muſt therefore deſcend alſo to me, he hayi 
no more power to will this from me than he had the 
remainder of his paternal inheritance, The property 
he himſelf had gamed was conſigned to adminiſtrators, 
but a hundred thouſand florins had been expended 
in law ſuits, and fixty-three ſuits continued actually 
pending againſt him in court; the legacies he be- 
queathed amounted to eighty thouſand florins. Theſe 
he ſaw could not be paid, ſhould I claim nothing 
more than the paternal inheritance; he therefore to 

render me unfortunate after his death, craftily named 
me his univerſal heir, without mentioning his father's 
will, but endeavoured, by his myſterious death, and 
the following conditions, to enforce the execution of 
his own will. 3 

Firſt, I was to become a catholic. 

Secondly.—I was to ſerve only the houſe of Au- 
ſtria; and, 1 | 

Laſtly-—He made his whole eſtate, without except- 
ing the paternal inheritance, a Hdei commiſſum. 

Hence aroſe all my misfortunes, as indeed was his 
intention ; for, but a ſhort time before his death, he 
ſaid to the Governor, Baron Kottulinſky, I ſhall 
© now-die contented, ſince I have been able to trick 
my coukn, and render him wretched,” 
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had induced many weak people, who really 
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His death, believed in Vienna to be miraculous, 
happened after the following manner 7 and by this he 

clieved 
him a ſaint, to further his views. ee 
Three days before his death, while in perfect health, 


he deſired the Governor of the Spielberg would ſend 
for his confeſſor, for that St. Francis had revealed to 


him he ſhould be removed into life everlaſting on 
his birth day at twelve o'clock. The capuchin was 
ſent for, but the prediction laughed at. 
The diy, however, after the departure of his con- 
feſſor, he Taid, “ Praiſe be to God, my end approach- 
cs; my confeſſor is dead, and has appeared to me.“ 
Strange as it may ſeem, ie was actually found to be 


W true, that the prieft was dead. He now had all the 


officers of the garriſon' of Brunn aſſembled, tonſured 
his head like à capuchin, took the habit of the order, 
publicly confeſſed himſelf, in a fermon of an hour's. 


5 length, exhorted them all to holineſs, acted the part of 


a moſt exemplary penitent, embraced all preſent, 


W ſpoke with a ſmile of inſignificance of alt earthly of. 


ſeſſions, took his leave, knelt down to prayers, flept 


W calmly, roſe, prayed again, and, about eleven in the 


forenoon, October 4th, taking his watch in his hand, 
fad Thanks be to my God, my laſt hour ap- 
„ proaches.” All laughed at fuch a farce from a man 


W of ſuch a character; yet they remarked that the left 


fide of his face grew pale. He then leaned his arm on 


3 | the table, W remained motionleſs, with his 


eyes cloſed. The clock ſtruck twelve no figns of 
life or motion could be diſcovered ; they ſpoke to him, 
and found he was really dead. 1 
The word miracle was echoed through the whole 
country, and the tranſmigration of the Pandour Trenck 
from earth to heaven, by St. Francis, proclaimed, The 
cluc to this labyrinth of miracles, known only to me, 


is truly as follows: 


He poſſeſſed the ſecret of what is called the agua 
tofana, and had determined on death. His confeſſor 


P had been intruſted with all his ſecrets,” and with 


promiſſory - - 
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promiſlory notes, which he wiſhed to invalidate. ] 
am perfectly certain that he had returned a promiſſo- 
ry note of a great prince, given for two hundred thöu- 
ſand florins which has never been brought to account. 
The confeſſor, therefore, was to be provided for, 
that Trenck might not be betrayed, and a dole of poj- 
{on was given him before he ſet off for Vienna: His 
death was the conſequence. He took fimilar means 
with himſelf, and thus knew the hour: of his exit: 
Finding he could not become. the firſt on earth, he 
wiſhed to be adorcd as a ſaint in heaven. He knew 
he ſhould work miracles when. dead, becauſe he or- 
dered a chapel to be built, willed a perpetual mals, 
and bequeathed the capuchins fixty thouſand, flor- 
Thus died this mot extraordinary man, in the 
thirty-ſourth, year of his age, to whom nature had de- 
nied none of her gifts; who had been the ſcourge of 
Bavaria; the. terror of France; and who. had, with 
his, ſuppoſed contemptible pandouts, taken, above {ix 
thouſand. Pruſhan priſoners. He lived a tyrant and 
enemy of men, and died a ſanctified impoſtor. 
Such was the ſtate of affairs, as walled by Tranck, 
when I came to Vienna, in 1750, where I arrived 
with money and jewels to the amount of twenty thoy- 
ſand florins. | 
Inſtead of profiting by the wealth Trenck had ac- 
quired, I expended a hundred and twenty thouſand 
i of my own money, including what devolved 
to me from my uncle, his father, in the proſecution 
of his ſuits. Trenck had paid two hundred ducats to 
the tribunal of Vienna, in the year 1743, to. procure 
its very reprehenſible ſilence concerning. a curator, 
to which I was ſacrificed, as the new judges of this 
court refuſed to correct the error of their predeceſſors. 
Such are the proceedings of courts of juſtice in Vi- 
enna. | 
On my firſt audience, no. one could be received 


more kindly than I was, by the Empreſs Queen. 


| and | 


BARON; TRENCR wap 
and eſteem, promiſed me all grace and favour, and | 


informed me of the particular recommendations The _ 
had received, on my behalf, from Count Bernes. 
Finding ſixty three cauſes hung over my head, in 
eonſequence of the inheritance of Trenck, to obtain 
juſtice in any one of which, at Vienna, would have 
employed the whole life of an honeſt man, I deter: 
mined to renounce this mheritance, and claim only 
under the will, and as the heir of my uncle. 
With this view I applied for, and obtained a copy 
of that will, with which I perſonally appeared, and 
declared to the court that I'renvunced the inheritance 
of Francis Trenc k, would undertake nonè of his ſuils, 
nor be reſponſible for his legacies, and required only 
bis father's eſtates, according to the legal will, which 
I produced ; that is to ſay, the three lordſhips of 
Pakratz, Preſtowacz, and Fleternitz, without chattles 
ei perſonal effects. Nothing could be more juſt of 
mcontrovertible than this claim, What was my al- 
toniſhment, to be told, in open court, that her Majel- 
ty had declared I mult either wholly perform the ar- 
ticles of the will of. Trenck, or be excluded the entire 
inheritance, and have nothing further to hope. What 
could be done? I ventured to remonſtrate, but the 
will of the court was determined and abfolute ; I muſt __ 
become a Roman Catholic. 333 „ 
In this extremity, I bribed a . who gave me a2 
figned atteſtation, “That I had abjured the accurſed 
* hereſy of the Lutheraniſm, My religion, howev- 
er, remained what it had ever been. General Bernes 
about this time returned from his embaſſy, and I re- 
lated to him the lamentable ſtate in which I found my 
affairs. He ſpoke to the Empreſs in my behalf, an 
ſhe promiſed every thing. He adviſed me to have 
patience, to perform all that was required of me, and 
to make mylelf reſponſible for the depending ſuits 
Some family concerns obliged him, as he informed 
me, to make a journey to Turin, but his rgturn would 1 
be ſpeedy; he would then take the management of — 
my affairs upon 3 and inſure my good ſortune 
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Mm Auſtria. Bernes loved me as his ſon, and 1 had 
reaſon to hope, from his aſſurance, I ſhould be largely 
remembered in his will, which was the more probable, 
as he had neither child nor relations. He parted from 
me like a father, with tears in his eyes; but he had 
ſcarcely been abſent fix weeks before the news arrived 
of his death, which, if t may be credited, was ef- 
ſected b poiſon, admini ered by a friend. Ever the 

ſport of fortune, thus were my ſupporters ſnatched 

rom me, at the yery moment they became moſt nec- 
eſſary. 

The ſame year was 1 likewiſe deprived, by death, | 
of my friend and prote&or, F ield Marſhal Konigfeck: 
Governor of Vienna, when he had determined to in- 

_ tereſt himſelf in my behalf. I have been beloved by 

the greateſt men Auſtria has produced, but unfortu- 

nately, have been perſecuted by the chicanery of pet- 

_ Uſoggers, fools, fanitics, and prieſts, who have phate 
ad me of the 1 of my Em preſs, guiltleſs as I 
was, of crime or deciet, and left. 475 old age in Pov- 
ert 

"My ills were increaſed 15 a new Leeident. Soon 
after the departure of Bernes, the Pruſſian Miniſter 
taking me aſide in the houſe of the Palatine envoy, 
M. Beckers, propoſed my return to Berlin, aſſured me 
the King had forgotten all that was paſt, was con- 
vinced of my innocence, that my good fortuue would 
there be certain, and he pledge. his honour to recov- 
er the inheritance of Trenck, 1 anſwered, the favour 

_ came too late; I had ſuffered injuſtice too flagrant 1 in 
my own country, and that I would truſt no prince on 


_ ._ earth, whoſe will might annihilate all the rights of 


men, My good faith to the King had been too ill 
repaid; my talents might g gain me bread in any. part of 
the world, and I would not again ſubjett myſelf to the 

Sanger of unmerited impriſonment. 
His perſuaſions were ſtrong, but ineffectual: ** My 
Ace renck,” ſaid he, God is my judge, that my 
intentions are honeſt; I Will rie = elf that my 
N W will inſure your fortune”: : Fou do not 
„know 


BARON TRENCK ugg 
& know Vienna, you Will loſe all by the faits in which 
« you are involved, and will be perſecuted, becauſe 
% you do not carry a rofary,” SS: wr 
How often have I repented I did not then return to 
Berlin! I ſhould have « Nan ten years impriſonment, 
ſhould-have recovered the eſtates of Trenck ; ſhould 
not have walted my prime. of: life in the litigation! of 
ſuits, and the writing of memorials, and ſbould have 
certainly bean ranked among the firſt men in my na- 
tive country. Vienna was no place for a man whe 
could not fawn and flatter; yet here was I deſtined 
to remain fix and thirty years, unrewarded; unem: 
ployed, and, through youth. and age, to continue on 
the liſt of invalid majors. 36S | 
_ Having rejected the. propoſition of the Pruſhan en- 
voy, all my hopes in Vienna were ruined ; for Fred 
eric, by his rehdents and emiſfiries, knew how. to ef 
fe& whatever he pleaſed in foreign courts, and deter- 
mined that the Trenck, who. would no longer ſerve, 
or confide in him, ſhould: at leaft find no opportunity 
of ſerving againſt him. I ſoon became painted to the 
Empreſs, as an arch heretic, who never would: be 
faithful to the houſe of Auſtria, and only endeavour- 
ed: to obtain the inheritance of Trenck, that he might 
devote himſelf to Pruſſia. This I ſhall hereafter 
prove, and diſplay a ſeence that ſhall be the diſgrace 
of many, by whom the. Empreſs was induced to har- 
bour unjuft ſuſpicions of an able and honeſt, man. I 
here ſtand, erett and confident, before the world, pub- 
liſh the truth, and take everlaſting ſhame to myſelf, if 
any man on earth can nove me. guilty of one treach- 
erous thought. I o no thanks, for, ſa far from 
Havivog. received favours, I have fix and thirty years 
remained unable to obtain ju Gee, though I have al} 


the while been defirous of thedding my blood in de- 
ſence of the monarchy where I have thus been treat- 
ed. Till the year 1746, T was equally zealous and 
faithful to Pruſſia, yet my eſtates there, though con- 

filcated, were liable to recovery; in Hungary, on the 

Sontrarv, the ſentence of confiſcation is. ä 
. 5 | | * This 
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This is a remarkbts proof in favour of my honour, 
and my children's claims. 


* Surely no reader will be offended at thefe digref. 
ſions : My mind is agitated, my feelings rouſed, re- 


membering that my age and grey hairs deprive me of 


the {ſweet hope of, at length, vanquifhing oppoſition, 


5 either by patience, or forcing Jake by eminent ſer- 


vices, or noble efforts. 

This my hiſtory will never reach a monarch's eye, 
conſequently, no monarch, by perceiving, will be in- 
duced to protect truth, It may indeed he criticiſed 
by literati; it will certainly be decried by my perſe- 
eutors, Who, through life, have been my falſe accuſers, 
and will probably therefore be prohibited by the 
prieſts.—All Germany, however, will read, and poſ- 
terity perhaps may pity, ſhould my book efcape the 


misfortune of being elaſſed among improbable roman- 


ces; to which it is the more liable, becauſe that the 


7 biographers of Frederic and Maria Therela for mani 
Feſt reaſons, have never ſo much as mentioned the 


name of Trenck. | 
Once more to my ſtory: 15 was now obliged to declare 
myſelf heir, but atways cum refervatione- Juris mei, not 


as ſimply claiming under the will of Francis Trenck. 


I was obliged to take upon myſelf the management of 
ſixty-three ſuits, and the expenſe attending any one of 
theſe are well know to thoſe acquainted with Vienna. 
My ſituation may be imagined, when I inform the 
5 7 7 J only received from tlie whole, eſtate of 


Trenck, 3600 florins in three years, Which were 
1 ſcareely ſufficient to defray the expente of new year's. 


gifts to the ſolicitors and maſters in chaneery. How 
did I labour in ſtating and tranfcribing proofs for the 


court |. The money I poffeſſed ſoon vaniſhed. My 


Pruffian relations fupported me, and the Counteſs. 
Beſtuchef ſent me the four thoufand rubles I had re- 
Fuſed at Peterſburg, I had alfo remittances from | 
my faithful miſtreſs in Pruſſia, and, in addition, 
was obliged to borrow money at the ufurious rate 


Myers 


1 


lawyers and knaves, my ambition ſtill prompted 
me to proceed, and all things are poſlible to 1our 
and preſeverance ; but my property was pe 7 
and at length I could only obtain that the contefted + 
eſtates ſhould be made a Fidei commiſſum or put under 
truſt, whereby, though they were protected from be- 
ing the further prey of others, 1 did not inherit them 
as mine. In this purſuit was my prime of life waſted, 
which mi ght have been prefitably and honorably 
ends EE OE rd nd n is HTO 
1 In three years, however, I brought my ſixty-three _ 
ſuits to a kind of concluſion; the probabilities were, 
this could net have: been effected in fifty. Exclufive 
of my aſſiduity, the means I took mult not be told; 
it is ſufficient that I here learnt what judges were, and 


. 


thus am enabled to defcribe them to others; | 11 
For a few dueats, the preſrdent's fervant ufed to my 


admit me into a clofet Where I coula ſee every thing 


as perfectly as if J had myſelf been one of the council; a 1 
This often Was uſeful, and taught me to prevent evil, i | 
and often was I ſcarcely able to refrain burſting in up- i 
en this court. ro Pee wh | 
Their appointed hour of meeting was nine in the {| 
morning, but they feldom aſſembled before eleven. The 1 
preſident then told his beads, and muttered his pray- 4 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ers. Some one got up and harangued, while che re- 
mainder, in pairs, amufed themſelves with talking, in- 
ſtead of liſtening, after which the news of the day bo- +1 
came the common topic of converſation, and the 14 
council broke up, the court being firſt adjourned ſome | 
three weeks, without eoming to any determination.— | 
This was called Judicium del gatum in cauſir Frenchia- | 
nis and when at laft ogy regs to a conclukon, the | 
fertence was fuch as I ſhall ever ſhudder at and | 
abhor. . e a ' * % 1 + 5 = 
| The test eſtates of Trenck cenüöfted in the Fes | 
Sclavonian manors, called the lordſhips of Pakratz, | 
Preſtowakz, and Pleternitz, which he had inherited 
from his father, and were the family property, to- 
gether with Velika and Nuſtak, which he linnſelf had 
_ Purchaſed ; The annual income of theſes was boon flo- 
„ tis, 


7 
: 
1 
14 
6. 
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k 
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rins, and they contained more than two hundret villa. 
ge nd hamlets. The laws of Hungary require, 
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Ilſt, That thoſe who purchaſe eſtates, fhall obtain 


er aon ſenſas regius (royal conſent.) 


ad,  Tlat the ſeller ſhall poſſeſs, and: make over 
the right of property, nn with that of transfer. 
ring or alienating, and 

. That the purchafer ſhall be a native bom, 
or have bought his naturalization. 

In default of all, or any of theſe, the Fifcus, on the 
death ef the purchafer, takes poſſeſſion, repaying the 


. fumma- emptitia, or purchaſe money, together with 
What can be own to have been laid out in improves 


ments, or the ſumma inſcripbitia, the ſum at which it 
ſtands rated in the fiſcal regiſter 

Without form or notice, the Hungarian Fifeal Preſs 
went, Count Graſſalkowitz, took poſſeſſion of all the 


| Trenck eſtates on his deceaſe, in the name of the Fiſ. 


dus, The prize was great, not ſo much becauſe of 
the eſtates themſelves, as the perſonal property upon 
them. Trencek had ſent loads of merchandize to his 


eſtates, of linen, ingots of gold and ſilver from Bava- 


ria, Alſatia, and Sileſta. He had a vaſt ſtore-houſe of 
arms, and of faddles ; alſo the great ſilver ſervice ob 
the Emperor Charles VII. which he had brought 
from. Munich, with the ſervice of plate of the King; 


of Pruſſia ; andthe perſonal property on theſe eſtates | 


was affirmed, conliderably, to exceed 1 in value the: 


| eſlates themſelves, 


I was not long finer informed, by one of the firſk. 
generals, whoſe henour 1s nee that ſeveral 
waggens were laded with theſe rich effe&s, and ſent” 


"to. Mihalefze. His teſtimony was. undubitable ; he: 


knew the two. Pandeurs,, Who. were the conkdents. of 
Trenck, and the keepers of his treaſures, and theſe, 


during che general plunder, each ſeized a: bag of 
pearls, and fled to Turkey, where they became wealthy- 


merchants, His rich ſtuds of horfes were taken, and 


the very cows driven off the farms. His ſtand of 
ams conſiſted. of more than three thouſand. rare piec- 
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es. Trenck had affirmed, he had fent Kod to the va» 
zue of fifty thoufand florins, m:chefts, from Dannhaws 
len and Gerſdorf, in the county of Glatz, te his 
eſtates.; the pillage was general, and when orders 
came to fend all the property of Trench, and delives 
it to his univerſal heir, nething remained that any per- 

fon: would accept. I have myfelf ſeen, in a certain 

Hungarian nobleman's houſe, ſome valuable arms; 

which I poſitively knew E had been robbed of; and I 

bought at Eſſcek, ſome ſilver plates on Which were 
the arms of Pruſſia, that had been ſold by counfellor 
D—n, who had been empowered to take poſſeflion os 
theſe eſtates, and had thus rendered himſelf rich. - Of 
this I procured am atteſtation, and proved the theft; 
I complained aloud at Vienna, but received an eden 
from the court, to be ſilent, under pain of difpleafure, 
and alſo to go no more into Sclavenia. The principab 
xeaſon of my loſs of the landed property in Hungary; 

was my having dared to make inquiries concerning 
the perſonal, not one guinea of which was ever 
brought to account. I then proved my right to the 
family eſtates, left by my unele, beyond all diſpute, 
and alfo of thoſe purchaſed by my eeuſin. The eom- 
miſſioners, appointed to inquire into theſe rights, even 
confirmed them, yet, after they had been thus eftabliſh= 
ed, I received the following order from the court, im 
the hand ef the Empreſs herſelf. The Preſident- 
Count Graſſalkewita, takes it upon his conference” 
that the Sclavonian eſtates do not deſcend te- 
« Trenck, in natura, he muſt, therefore, receive the 


& ſumma emptitia & inſercptitia, together with the mo 


« ney he can ſhew to have been e in im- 


prevements. * 


And herewith ended my Pede awd 9 
I had ſaerificed my property, laboured N ſixty 


three inferior ſuits, and leſt.this great cauſe withoyt as | 


trial. I could have remained ſatisfied with the loſs 
of the perſonal-property :: The booty of a foldier, like 
the wealth amaſſed by a miniſter, appears to me little 


detter than a public robbery; | but. we 
e W heck. BY 


BARON TRENCK, 2 
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| 1 fed, or rx rifoners, fa ' many-thoulands: 
her — 
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my ancefiors, which deſcended” to me hy right, 1 
could not he deprived of, without exceſſive cruelty. 


Oh patience ! Patience — ot Mall my children 


never become the footmen, or'groams of: thoſe who 
have robbed them of their inheritance ; and to them 
FE bequeath my rights in all their power: Nor ſhall any” 
man preveat my crying aloud, fo long as juſtice ſhall 
not be done. | 

The prefident, it is true, did not immediately poſſeſs: 
himſelf of the eſtates, but he took good care his friends 
Would _ them at fuch rates, that the fate of them 
did not bring the fiſcal treaſury 150,000 dollars, while 
F, in real — perſonal property, loſt a million and z 
—— — 1 a ſuns equal to this in perional 


Nhe fu Eriptitae, e emptitia; for all theſe great 
Pune jar 2 to 149, 00 florins, and this 
was to be paid by the chamber, but the preſident 
thought proper te dedu& 10,000 on pretence the cat- 
tie had been driven off the eſtate of Pakratz ; - and 
further, 36,00cmore, under the ſhamefut pretence that 
Frenck, to recruit his pandours, had drained the eſtates. 
ef 3600 vaſſals, who had never returned; the eſtates, 
therefore; muſt make them good at the rate of hirty 
flarins per head, which would have amounted to- 
108, oo florins; but with much difficulty, this ſum: 
was reduced, a8 above ſtated to 36, 00 florins, eachs 
uaſſal reckoned at ten florins 3 Thus was EF 
obliged, from the property of family, to pay for 
3500 men, who had gloriouſly ay Jed in war, in de- 
fence of the conteſted: rights of the: great Maria The- 
refa'; her had raiſed > many millions of contribu- 
tions for her in the countries of her enemies; Who, 
fword in N had ſtormed and taken ſv many towns, 


lis be believed by liſtening: ; 


All dedaRiots maids: for e fees and formali- 
ties, there remained to me 63,000 florins, with Which 


— eng of Zwerbach, and 1 was. 
oblige} 


Nations ? 


BARON TRENCK. * 


; cbliged to pay Case. florins for: mp: naturalization. "vp 
Thus, when the ſums are enumerated which I expend- — 
ed on the ſuits of Trenck, received from my friends at ũ 
Berlin and Peterſburg, it will be found that I cannot, - 
at leaſt, have been a gainer by having been made the e 
univerſal heir of the immenſely rich Trenck. With | 
regret I write theſe truths, in ſupport of my children's 
claims, that they may net, in my grave, reproach” me 
for having negleCfted the duty of a father. 

I will here add a few particulars which may afford 
the reader matter for meditation, cauſe him to com- 
miſerate my fate, and give a picture of the manner in 
which the profecution. was carried on agamſt Trenck. 

One Schygrai, a filly kind of beggarly baron, who. 
was treated as a buffoon,-was invited in the year 1749, 
to dine with Baron Pejaczewitz, when Trenck hap- 
pened to be preſent.” The converſation happened to 
turn on Brandy, and Trenck jocularly, faid he annu- 
ally diſtilled Brandy, from cow-dung, to the value of 
thirty thoufand florins. Schygrai ſuppoſed him ſeri- 
ous, and wiſhed to learn the art, which Trenck prom- 
iſed to teach him. Pejaczewitz told him he could 
give him thirty thouſand load ef dung. But where 
„ ſhall I get the weod ?” ſaid Schygrai. I will giye 

« you thirty thoufand klafters,“ anfwered Trenck.. 
The credulous baron, thinking himfeH very fortunate, 
deſired written promifes, which they gave him; and 
that of Trenck ran thus: © I hereby permit and em- 
power Baron Schygrai to fell, gratis, in the foreſt of 
4 Iſchexra Horra, thirty choufand Rlafters of wood. 

Witnefs my hand, Trenck. “ 

Treuck was no fooner dead than the Baron brought... . 
his note, and made application to the court. His at- 
torney was the noted Buffy, and the court decreed. 
the eſtates of Trenck fhould pay at the rate of one | 
Aorin thirty kreutzers per klafter, or forty-five thous. 1 

| 
i 
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fand florins, with all coſts, and an order Was Wen 
40 the adminiſtrators to pay the money. — 


- Juſt at this time I arrived at Vienna, from peterkl A | 
be. : DpRor Berger, the advocate of Trenck; tota | 


3" 1 me 
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me the affair would admit of no delay. I haſtened to 
the Empreſs, and obtained an order to delay. payment. 
An inquiry was inſtituted, and this foreſt of Fichetra 
Horra, was found to be ſituated in Turkey. The ab- 
ſurdity and injuſtice were flagrant, and it was revok- 
ed. I cannot fay how much of theſe forty-five thou- 
ſand florins the haron had promiſed to the noble judge 
and; the attorney. I only know that neither of them 
was puniſhed, Had not ſome holidays luckily inter- 
vened, or had the attorney expeRted: my arrival, the 
money would have been paid, and an ineffectual ar- 
tempt to obtain retribution would have been the con- 
ſequence, as happened in many ſimilar inſtances. 
0 1 have before mentioned the advertiſement inviting 
all who had any demands or complaints againſt Trenck 
to appear, with the promiſe of a ducat a, day; and it 
is here proper to 444 that the ſum of fifteen thouſand 
forins were brought to account, and paid out of the 
eſtates of Trenck. For this ſhameful purpoſe. ſome 
thouſand of florins were paid, beſide, to this fpecies 
of claimants ; and, though after examination, their 
pretentions all; proved. to be futile, and themſelves. 
were caſt. in damages, yet. was none of this money ever 
refunded, or the falſe claimants puniſhed. Among 
theſe the. pretended daughter of General Schwerin re- 
ccived two thouſand florins, notorious as Was her 
character. Again: Trenck was accuſed of having 
appropriated the money of the regiment to his own 
ule, and treated as if convicted. After his death a 
conſiderable. demand was accordingly made. L hap- 
pening, however, to meet, with Ruckbardt, his quar- 
ter- maſter, he with aſſeverations, declared that, zalbead 
of being indebted to his regiment, the regiment was 
more than a hundred:thoufand florins indebted to him, 
adviſed me to get atte ſtations from the captains, and 
aſſured me he, bi mſelf, would give in a clear ſtatement 
of the regiment's.aeccounts. | FE $2950 
I followed his advice, haſtened to the regiment, and 
obtained {5 many proofs that the quarter-maſter of the 
I&g1mneat, Who, in concurrence With the major, — 
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reali keted the money, Wag, impri and 
in 2 What became of the ie er the falſe Low) 
neſs afterward, I know not: I only know that nothe 
ing Was refunded, that the quarter. maſter found pro- 
tectors, detained the money, and, ſome years after this 
vide! action, purchaſed a commiſſion, One inſtance 
2 

Trenck, to the corps of infantry he commanded, 
added a corps of huſſars, Which he raiſed, and provid- 
ed with horſes and accoutrements at liis on expenſe. 
Theſe huſſars were diſbanded after his death, and the 
horſes and accoutrements feld by auction. My de- 
mand, on this account, was upward of ſixty thouſand 
: florins; to which I received neither money nor reply. 
He had alſo expended a hundred thouſand florins for 
the raiſing and equipping his three thouſand pandours z 
in conſequence of Which a ſigned agreement had been 
given him by government, that ' theſe hundred thous 
find florins ſhould - be repaid to his heir, or he, the 
heir, ſhould receive the command of the regiment. 
The regiment, however, at his deceaſe, was given to 
General Simſchen, and, as for the agreement, care was 
taken it ſhould never come into my hands. Thus 
theſe hundred thouſand florins were loſt. by 

Yet has it been wickedly affirmed he was impriſons 
ed in the Spielberg for having embezaled the regis - 
ment's money; Whereas, I would to God I only was 

in poſſeſſion of the ſums be expended on this regi 
— dut he conſidered the regiment as his o-õꝗͥn — 
reat as Was his avarice, ſtill greater was his deſire 
abba and greater ſtill' his love for his Empreſs, for 
whom he would gladly have are both | 
and lite, «© 8 

With reſpect to the money that was to have . 
5 for improvement of the eſtates, I muſt add theſe 
eſtates were bought at a time hen the country had 
been left deſolate by the Turks, and the reinſtatement 
of ſueh places as had fallen into their hands, und the 
ereting of farm · houſes, mills, ſtocking them wick 
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eſtimate could not amount to leſs than eighty thbu- 
ſand florins ; but I s forbidden to go into Sclavo- 
nia, and the preſident offered, as an indemnification, 
four thouſand florins. Every body was aſtoniſhed, 
but he, with the utmoſt coolneſs, told me I'muſt either 
accept this or nothing. The hearers of this ſentence 
caft their eyes up to heaven, and pitied me. I remon- 
ſtrated, and thereby onky made the matter worſe, 
Grief and anxiety occaſioned me to take a journey in- 
to Italy, paſſing through Venice, Rome, and Florence. 
On my return to Vienna, I, by a friendly interfer- 
ence in behalf of a woman, whoſe fears rather than 
guilt, had brought her into danger, hecame ſuſpecbed 
myſelf, and the very officious officers of the police 
had me impriſoned as a coiner, without the leaſt 
grounds for any ſuch accuſation, except their own 
ſurmiſes. I was detained, unheard nine days, and 
when having been heard, I had entirely juſtified my- 
ſelf, was again reſtored to liberty : Public declaration 
was then made in the Gazette, that the officers of the 
police had acted too pretipitately, : „ 
This was the ſatisfaction granted, but this did not 
content me. I threatened the counſellor by whom my 
character had been ſo aſperſed; and the Empreſs, 
condeſcended to mediate, beſtowed on me a captain- 
* ſhip of cavalry in the Cordova Cuiraſſiers. EL, 
+. Such was the recompenſe I received for wounds ſo 
deep, and ſuch the neglect into which I was thrown 
at Vienna. Diſcontent led me to join my regiment - 
%%% ͤ Ela | 6 | 
Here I gained the applauſe of my Colonel Count 
Bettoni, who, himſelf, told the Empreſs, I, more than | 
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any other, had contributed to the forming of the regi- 1 
ment. It may well be imagined how a man like me, ä 
accuſtomed as I had been to the firſt company of the FF i: 


firſt courts, muſt paſs my time among the Carpathian 
mountains, where neither ſociety nor good books | 
were to be found, nor knowledge, of which I was ena- | 
moured, improved. The converſation of Count Bet- 1 
toni, and the chace, together with the love of the " 
6-4 TS be” — 5 | Y | general 1 
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to viſit his camp in Pruſſia, 


Highneſs Prince Ferdinand of Br e and the Ber- 


- | 5 
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general of the regimert, old Field Marital C 


were my only reſources; the perſecutions, neglect, 
and even contempt I received at Vienna, were {till 
the ſame. | To 

In the year 1754, and the month of March, my 
mother died in Pruſſia, and I requeſted permiſſion of 


the court that held the inheritance of Trenck, as a fi- 


dei commiſſum, to make a journey to Dantzic, to ſettle 
ſome family affairs with my brothers and ſiſter, my 
eſtates being confiſcated, This permiſſion was grants . 
ed, and thither I went in May, where I once more fell 
into the hands of the Pruſhans, which forms the ſec- 
ond great, and ſti} more gloomy epocha in my life. 
All who read what follows will ſhudder, will com- 
miſerate him who, feeling himſelf innocent, elates 
afflictions he has miſerably encountered, and glori- 
ouſly overcome, | by 

I left Hungary, where I was in garriſon, for Dant- 
zic, where I had defired my brothers and fiſter to 


meet me, that we might ſettle our affairs. My prin- 


cipal intent, however, was a journey to Peterſburg, 
there to ſeek the advice and aid of my friends, for 
law and perſecution were not yet ended at Vienna, 
and my captain's pay, and ſmall income, were ſcarcely 
ſufficient to defray charges of attornies and coun« 
ſellors. —_— . 

It is here moſt worthy of remark that I was told, 
by Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwic, governor of Mag- 


deburg, he had received orders to prepare my priſon, _ 


at Magdebarg, before I ſet out from Hungary. 


Nay, more it had been written, from Vienna to Ber- 


lin, that the King muſt beware of Trenck, for that he 


would þE at Dantzic at the time when the King was 


<3. 

What thing more vile, what contrivance more a- N 
bominable could the wickedeſt wretch on earth find to 
baniſh, a man his country, that he might ſecurely en- 


joy the property of which the other had been robbed ! 


That this was done, I have living witneſſes in his 
N lin 
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lin miniſtry, from whoſe mouths I learned this arti. 
fice of villany. It is the more neceflary to eſtabliſh 
this truth, becauſe that no one can comprehend why 

the Great Frederic ſhould have proceeded againſt me 
in a manner ſo cruel as, when it comes to be related, 
muſt raiſe the indignation of the Jult and move 
hearts of iron to commiſerate. | 

Men ſo vile, fo wicked, as I have defcxind, them i in 
conjunction with one Weingarten, ſecretary to Count 
Puebla, then Auſtrian miniſter at Berlin, have Fare 
on me theſe my misfortunes, | 

This was the Weingarten, who, as is now wel 
known, betrayed all the ſecrets of the Auſtrian,court to 
Frederic, who at length was diſcovered in the year 
4 756, and who, when the war broke out, remained 
in the ſervice of Pruſſia. This ſame Weingarten, 
allo, not only cauſed my wretchedneſs, but my ſiſters 
ruin and death; as he likewiſe did the puniſhment 
and death of three innocent men, which will hereat- 
ter be ſhewn. | 

It is an incontrovertible- truth that I was betrayed, 
and ſold by men in Vienna, whole intereſt it was that 
I ſhould be eternally filenced, 

1 was immediately viſited, by my bx others and ſiſter, 
on my arrival at Dangaic, where we lived happy in 
each other's companygAuring a fortnight#and an am- 
icable partition was made of u my mother's effects: My 
ſifter perfectly juſtified herſelf concerning the manner 
in which I was obliged to fly from her houſe, in the 
| year 1746; our parting was. kind, and as brother and 

ſiſter ought to part. 8 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was the 1 5 
reſident, M. Abramſon, to whom I brought letters of 
recommendation from: Vienna, and whoſe reception 
of vs was polite even to extravagance. 

This Abramſon was a Pruſſian horn, and had never 
ſeen Vienna, but obtained his then office by the rec- 
ommendation of Count Beſtuchef, without ſecurity 
for his good condutt, or proof of his good morals, 
Heart, or head. He was in cloſe connexion with the 

* | Pruſſian 
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Pruſſtan refident, Reimer, and Was made the inflru- 
ment of my ruia. | 
Scarcely had my brothers and ſiſter departed befors 
] determined to make à voyage, by ſea, to Ruſka, 
Abramſon contrived a thouſand-artifices, Ly which he 
detained me a week longer in Dautzic, that he, in 
conjunction with Reimer, might make the ncceſſary 
preparations, 3 2 i 
Ihe King of Pruſſia had demanded that the magiſ- 
trates of Dantzic ſhould deliver me up, but this could 
not be done, without offending the imperial court, I + 
being a commiſſioned officer in that ſervice, with 
proper paſſports : It was, therefore, probable that this 
negociation required letters ſhould paſs and repaſs, 
and, for this reaſon, Abramſon was employed tb 
detain me ſome days longer, till, by the laſt letters 
from Berlin, the. magiſtrates of Dantzic were induced 
to violate public ſafety, and the laws of nations. 
Abramfon I conſidered as my beſt friend, and my 
perſon as in perfect ſecurity ; he had, therefore, no 
difficulty in perſuading me to ſtay, | 
The day of ſuppoſed departure, on board a Swediſh 
ſhip for Riga, approached, andthe deceitful Abramſon 
promiſed me to ſend one of his ſervants to the port, to 
know the hour. At four anfftþe afternoon, he told 
me he had himſelf ſpoken to captain, who ſaid he 
ſhould not fail till the nexk day; additig that he, 
Abramſon, would expe& me to breakfaſt, and would 
then accompany me to the veſſel, I felt a ſecret in- 
quietude, which made me defirous of leaving Dant- 
z1c, and immediately to ſend all my baggage, and fleep 
on board: Abramſon prevented me, dragged me al- 
moſt forcibly along with him, telling me he had much 
company, and that I muſt © ſolutely dine and ſup at 
his houſe : Accordingly, I did not returs to my inn | 
till eleven at night. ] 7 | 
I was but juſt in bed when I heard a knocking at | 
my door, which was not ſhut, and'two of the city mag- 
iſtrates, with twenty grenadiers, entered my cham- 
ber, and ſurrounded my bed ſo ſuddenly, that I had 
3 | | 35 not- 
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then embraced me, declared. nothing ſhould be negle&> 
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not time to take to my arms and defend myſelf, My 
three ſervants had been. ſecured, and I was told that 
the moſt worthy: magiſtracy of Dantzic was obliged to 
deliver me up, as a delinquent, to his. mazelty the 
King of Pruſha. 

What were my feelings at ſeeing myſelf thus be- 
traved - They ſilently conducted me to the city 
priſon, where I remained twenty-four hours. About 
noon, Abramſon came to viſit me, affected to he infi- 
nitely concerned and enraged, and. affirmed he had 
ſtrongly proteſted againſt the illegatity: of this pro- 
ceeding to the magiſtracy, as I was actually in the 
Auſtrian fervice ; but that they had anſwered him, 
the court of Vienna had afforded. them a precedent, 
for that, in 1732, they had done the fame by the 
two ſons of the Burgomaſter Rutenberg, of Dantzic, 
and that, therefore, they were juſtified in making re- 
prifal; that likewiſe, they durſt not refuſe the moſt 
earneſt requeit, accompanied with threats, of the 
King ef Pruſſia. . 

Tar plea of retaliation originated as fellows : 
There was a kind of club at Vienna, the members of 
which were ſeized, for having committed the utmoſt 
extravagance and debauchery, two of whom were the. 
ſons of the Burgomaſter Rutenberg, and who.were, 
fentenced to the pill. © Great fums were offered by 
the father, to avoid tms public diigrace, but ineffec- 
tually; they were.puniſhed, their puniſhment was le- 
gal, and had no. ſimilarity. whatever to my. caſe, nor 
could it, any. way, juſtly give pretence of reprifal. 

Abramſon who had, in reality, entered no proteſt 
whatever, but rather excited the magiſtracy, and act- 
ed in concert with. Reimer, agvited me to put my. 


_ writings and other valable effects into his hands, 


otherwiſe they would; be ſeized, He knew I had re- 
. EE, ; N 6 5 8 
ceived, in letters of exchange, from my brothers and 


fiſter, about feven thouſand florins, and theſe I gave. 


him, but kept my ring, worth about four thoufand and. 
ſome ſixty guineas, which I had in my purfe. He. 
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ed to effect my immediate deliverance, that even he 
would raiſe the populace for that purpoſe, that I could 
not be given up to the Pruſhans in leſs than a week, 
the magiſtracy being ſtil undetermined, in an affair ſo 
ſerious, and he left me, ſhedding abundance of croco- 
dile tears, like the moſt affectionate of friends. 

The next night, two magiſtrates, With their poſſe, 
came to my priſon, attended by reſident Reimer, a 
Pruſſian officer and under-offiters, and into their 
hands I was delivered. — The pillage inſtantly began; 
Reimer tore off my ring, ſeized my watch; fnuff. box, 
and all Thad; not ſo much as fending me a coat, or 
ſhirt, from my effects, after which, they put me into a 
cloſe coach, with three Pruſſians. The Dantzie 
guard accompanied the carriage to the city gate, that 
was opened to let me paſs, after which, the Dantzic 
dragoons eſeorted me as far as Lauenburg, in Pome- 
Tania. 88 | | | | 

I have forgotten the Uate of this miſeraþle day, but, 
to the beſt of my memory, it mult have been in the be- 
ginning of June. Thirty Pruſſian huſſars, commanded 
by a lieutenant, relieved the dragoons at Lauenburg, 
and thus was I eſcorted, from garrifon to garriſon, 
till 1 arrived at Berlin, 3 + 
Henee, it was evidently falfely affirmed, by the mag- 
iſtracy of Dantzic, and the confpirator, Abramſon, 
who wrote, in his own excufe, to Vienna, that my 
feizure muſt be attributed whoſly to my own impru- 

ence, and that I had expoſed myſelf to this arreſt; by 
going without the city gates, where I was taken and 
carried off: Nor is it leſs aſtoniſhing that the court of 
Vienna ſhould not have demanded ſatisfaction, for the 
treachery of the Dantzickers toward an Auſtrian offi- 
cer, I having: incontrovertibly prove this treachery, - 
after I-had regained my libgrty. Abramſon, indeed, 
they could not puniſh, for, during my impriſonment; 
he had quitted the Auſtrian for the * Pruſhan ſervice, 
where he had gradually become fo contemptible, that, 
ix the year 1 # when I was releaſed from my im- 
priſonmentz he Was himſelf impriſoned in the houſe of * 
THER >) ks correction; 
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correction; and his wife, lately fo rich, was obliged! 
to beg her. bread. Thus have I generally lived to ſee- 
the fall of my betrayers; and. thus have I found that, 
without: indulging perſonal. revenge, virtue and forti-- 
tude muſt at length triumph over the, calumniator and: 
the deſpot. ; 

This truth-will: be further proved hæreafter, nor can: 
I behold, unmoved, the open ſhame in which my per- 
ſecutors live, and how they tremble in my preſence, 
their wicked deeds now being known tothe world. 
Nay, monarchs may yet puniſh their perfidy l— Vet 
not ſo !-—May they rather die in poſſe ſſion of wealth: 
they have torn. from me !. I only wiſh the pity. and re- 
ſpect of the virtuous and. the wiſe, 

But, though Auſtria has never reſented the affront: 
committed on the perſon, of an officer in its fervice, 

ſtill have I a.claim on the city of Dantzic, where I. 
was thus treacherouſly delivered up, for the effects I. 
there was robbed of, the amount of which is between: 
eleven and twelve thouſand florins. This is a caſe too 
clear to require argument, and the publication of this. 
hiſtory will make it known to the world. This claim 
alſo, among others, I leave to the children of an unfor- 
tunate father. ITO | | 

Enough of digreſſion; let us attend to the remarka- 
ble events which happened on chis diſmal, journey to: 
Berlin. E was efcorted. from garrifon to garriſon, 

which were diſtant from ezch other, two, three, or, at 

molt, five miles; when er I came, I found compal-- 
fon and reſpect. The detachment of huſſars only at- 
tended me two days; it conſiſted of twelve men, and 
an officer, who rode with me in the carriage. 

The fourth day I arrived: at Where the Duke of: 
Wirtemberg, father of the preſent Grand Ducheſs of 
Ruſſia, was commander, and where his regiment was 
in quarters. The Duke converſed with me, was much 
moved, invited me to dine, and detained me all the day 

where I was not treated. as a priſoner. I ſo far gain- 
ed his eſteem that I was allowed to remain there the: 
next day: The chief perſons of the place an 
8 | pled 
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Bled, and the Ducheſs, whom he had lately married, 
teſtified. every mark of pity and efteem.. I ſtaid din- 
ner with him alſo ap the third day, after which, I de-- 
parted. in an open carriage, without efcort, attended* 
only by a-heutenant ef his regiment, =] | 

I mult relate this event circumſtantially, for it not 
only proves the juſt and noble character of the Duke, 
but likewiſe that there- are moments in which, the 
brave may appear cowards, the clear-ſighted blind, 
and the wile foolifn; nay; one might almoſt be led to- 
conclude, from this, that my impriſonment at Magde 
burg, was the conſequence of predeſtination, fince L 
remained riveted in ſtupor, in deſpite of ſuggeſtions, 
forebodings, and favourable opportunities. Who but: 
muſt be aſtoniſfſied, having read the daring efforts. I 
made at Glatz, at this ſtrange inſenſibility now in the- 
very criſis of my fate? I; afterward, was convinced it 
was the intention of the nohle-minded Duke that L 
mould eſcape, and that he muſt have given particular 
orders to the ſucceſſive officers. He would probably 
Have willingly ſubjedted himfelf to the reprimands of 
Frederic, if I would have taken to fight. The jour- 
ney through. the on where his regiment; was ſta- 
tioned, continued five days, and I every where paſſed: 
the evenings in the company of the officers, the kind-. 
neſs of whom was unbounded... I ſlept in their: quar- 
ters without centinel, and travelled in their carriages, 
without other guard than a-fingle officer in the carri- 
age. In various places tho gh road was not more 
than two, and ſometimes one mile from the frontiers 
road, therefore nothing could have been eaſier than ta 
have eſcaped; yet did the fame Trenck, who in Glatz, 
Had out his way through thirty men, to obtain his 
freedom, that Trenck, who had never been acquainted: 
with fear, now remain four days bewildered, and una- 
ble to come to any determination. | 

In a {mall:garrifon town, I lodged in the houſe of a 
eaptain of cavalry, and continually was treated by him 
with every mark of friendſhip. After dinner, he roda 
at the head of his ſquadron to water the harſe, unſadd- 


* 
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led; Fremained alone in the houſe, entered the ftabls, 
faw three remaining horſes, with faddles-and bridles-: 
In my chamber was a ſword, and pair-of piſtols. I 
had but to mount one of the horſes, and fly at the op- 
— Polite gate, I meditated on the project, and almoſt rs. 
folved to put it in execution, but preſently became un- 
determined, by ſome ſecret impulſe. Ihe captain re- 
turned ſome time after, and appeared fur prifed to find 
me ſtill there. The next day, he accempanied me 
alone in his carriage: We: came to a foreſt ; he ſaw 
lome champignons, ſtopped; aſked me to alight, and 
help him to gatherthem»; he ſtrayed more than a hun- 
dred paces:from me, and gave me entire liberty to fly; 
yet, notwithſtanding. all this, I- voluntarily returned, 
fuffering myſelf to be led; like a ſheep to the laughter. 
I was treated ſo well, and eſcorted with ſo much neg 
lgence, that I fell into a groſs error. Perceiving 
they conveyed me {trait to Berlin, I imagined the King 
wiſhed to queſtion me, concerning the plan formed 
for the war, which Was then on the point of breaking 
out. This plan I perfectly. knew, the fecret corre ſpon- 
dence of Belkuchef having albpaſſed through my hands, 
which cireumſtance was much better known at Berlin 
than at Vienna. Confirmed in this opinion, and far 
from imagining the fate that awaited me; I remained 
_ 3rreſolute, inſenſible, and blind to danger. Alas, how 
ſhort was this hope! How quickly was it ſucceeded 
by deſpair, when, after four days march; I quitted the 
diſtrict under the command of the Duke of Wirtem- 
berg, and was delivered up to the firſt garriſon of in- 
fantry at Collin ! The laſt of the Wirtemberg officers, 
when taking leave of me, appeared to be greatly affect: 
ed; and, from this moment; till I came to Berlin, 1 
was put under a ſtrong eſcort; and the given oiders 
were rigorouſly obſerved. TELE a 
Arrived here, I was: todged over the grand guard 
houſe, with two centinels in my chamber, and one at 
the door. The King was at Potzdam, and here I re- 
mained three days; on the third, ſome ſtaff officers 
made their appearance, ſeated themſelves at a table, 
and put the following queſtions to me: | 
; | Fir ſt 5 
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_ Firſt, What was my buſinefs at Dantzic ? 

Secondly, Whether Is was acquainted ts M. 
Goltz, Pruſſian am Tador i in Ruflia p 

Thirdly, Who Was, 
ſpiracy at Dantzic f 
When 1 percezveetheir 1 intention, by theſe interro- 
gations, I abfolytely refufed to reply, only faying I had 
been impriſoned in the fortreſs of Glatz, without 
hearing, or trial, by court martial ; that availing my- 


felf of the laws of nature, I had, by my owai ex ertions, 


procured my. liberty, and that L was no] a captain of 

cavalry in the imperial fervice ; that I demanded a le- 
gal trial for my firſt unknown offence, after which I 
engaged to anfwer all interrogatories, and prove my 
innocence; but that, at preſent, being accufed of new 
crimes, without a hearing concerning my former pun- 
iſhment, the procedure was illegal, I was told they 
had no orders concerning this, and I remained dumb 
to all further queſtions. 


They wrote, ſome two- hours, Cod knows what: A 


carriage came up; I was ſtrictly ſearched to find-whethe . 


er I had any weapons; thirteen or fourteen ducats, 
which I had concealed, were taken from me, and I was 
conducted, under a ſtrong eſcort through Spandau to 
Magdebur . the officer here delivered me up to the 
captain of t 


tuchef, ſet with diamonds, which I had kept concealed 


in my boſom, was now taken from me ; the docz Was. 
Wutz and here was I left. 


* 
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he guard at the ditadet ; the town major 
came, and brought me to the dungeon, expreſsly pre- 
pared for me; a ſmall picture of the Counteſs of Bef- 


* 


doors, and a third at the entrance of the caſemate itſelf. 


* 
* 
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ed that, though Ihad light, I could ſee neither heaven nor 
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NAV dungeon was in a caſemate, the fore part of 


which, fix feet wide, and ten feetlong, was di- 
vided by a party wall. In the inner wall were two 


The window, in the ſeven feet thick wall, was ſo ſituat- 


earth; I could only- ſee the roof of the magazine; 
within and without this window were iron. bars, and 


in the ſpace between an iron grating, ſo- cteſe, and ſo 
ſituated, by the rifing. of the walls, that it Was impolli- 


ble I ſhould ſee any perſon without the priſon, or that 
any | Sig ſhould ſee me. On the outfide was a 
wooden pal:{adoe, ſix feet from the wall, by which the 
centinels were prevented from conveying any thing to 


me. I had a matraſs, and a hedſtead, but which was 


immoveably ironed to the floor, ſo: that it was impoſſi- 


ble I ſhould drag. it, and ſtand up to the window; be- 


and. my bread was ſo. mo uldy I could ſcarcely at firſts 


fide the door was a ſmalk iron ſtove and a night table, 
in like manner fixed to the floor, 1 was not yet put 
in irons, and my allowance was a pound and a half 
per day of ammunition breWfand a jug of water. 
_  Frem my youth I had always had a good appetite, 
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eat the half of it. This was the conſequence of Major 


Rieding's avarice, who endeavoured to profit even by 
this, ſo great was me unfortunate. priſoners ; 


therefore, it is impo 


ble I ſhould deſcribe to my read- 


ers the excels of tortures that, during eleven months, 
] fclt from ravenous hunger. I could, eaſily, every 


day have devoured fix pounds of bread.; and every 


twenty-four hours after having received, and ſwallow- . 


ed my {mall portion, I continued. as hungry as before 


I began, yet muſt wait another twenty-four hours for 


a new morſel. How willingly would I have figned'a 
bill of exchange for a thouſand ducats, on my ;proper- 
ty at Vienna, only to have ſatiated my hunger on dry 
bread ! For, ſo extreme was it, that, ſcarcely had I 
dropt into a ſweet ſleep, before I dreamed I was feaſt- 
ing at fame table, luxuriouſly loaded, where, eating 
like a glutton, the whole company where aſtoniſhed 


to ſee me, while my imagination was heated by the 


ſenſation of famine, Awakened by the pains of hun- 


ger, the diſhes vaniſhed, and nothing remained but the 
reality.of my diſtreſs ; the cravings of nature were but 

inflamed, my tortures prevented fleep, and looking in- 
to futurity, the cruelty of my fate ſuffered, if poſſible, 
increaſe from imagining that the prolongation .of -- 


pangs like theſe was inſupportable. God preſerve 


every honeſt man from ſufferings like mine! They +. 
were not to be endured by.the villain moſt obſtinate, = 
Many have faſted three days, many have ſuffered want 


for a week, or more, but certainly no one beſides my- 
ſelf, ever endured it in the ſame exceſs for eleven 

 manths, Some have ſuppoſed that to eat little might 
become habitual, but I have experienced the contra. 
ry. My hunger increaſed. every day, and of all the 


trials of fortitude my whole life has afforded, this of 


eleven months, was the moſt bitter. 


Petitions, remonſtrances, were of no avail ; the an- 
ſwer was We muſt giyeno more, ſuch is the King's 
our General Borck, born 
the enemy of man, replied, when I entreated, at leaſt, 
to havemy $11 of bread, © You have feaſted often 


„command.“ The Gov: 


enough 


11 
rs.” 
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© enough out of the ſervice of plate taken from the 
„ King, by Trenck, at the battle of Sorau; you muſt 
© now eat ammunition bread in your dirty kennel], 
„Four Empreſs makes no allowance for your main- 
© tenance, and you are unworthy of the bread you eat, 
© or the trouble taken about you,” Judge, reader 
what pangs ſuch inſolence, added to ſuch ſufferings, 
muſt inflict, Judge what were my thoughts, foreſce- 
ing, as I did, an endleſs duration to this impriſonment, 
and theſe torments. | au 
My three doors were kept ever ſhut, and I was left 
to ſuch meditations as ſuch feelings, and -ſuch hopes, 
might inſpire, Daily, about noon, once in twenty- 
our hours, my pittance of bread and water was 
Drought. The keys of all the doors were kept by the 
governor; the inner door was not opened, but my 
bread and water were delivered through an aperture. 
The priſon doors were opened only once a week, on a 
Wedneſday, when the governor, and town major, 
my hole having been firſt cleaned, paid their viſit. 
Having remained thus two months, and oblerved 
this method was invariable, I began to execute a proj- 
ect I had formed, of the poſſibility of which I was 
convinced, , £ | : 85 | 
Where the night-table and ſtove Rood the floor was 
bricked, and this paving extended to the wall that ſep- 
arated my caſemate from the adjoining one, in which 
was no priſoner. My window was only guarded by a 
ſingle centinel ; I therefore ſoon "tes"; among thoſe 
who ſucceſſively relieved guard, two kind-hearted 
fellows, who deſcribed to me the ſituation of my 
priſon ; hence I perceived I might effet my eſcape, 
could I but penetrate into the adjoining caſemate, the 
door of which was notſhut, Provided I had a friend, 
and a boat waiting for me at the Elbe, or could I ſwim 
acroſs that river, the confines of Saxony were but a. 
mile diſtant, - _- 5 
To deſcribe my plan at length, would lead to prolix- 
ity, yet I muſt enumerate ſome of its eircumſtances, as 
it was remarkably intricate, and of gigantic labour. 
A | I worked 


ON 
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IJ worked through the iron, eighteen inches long, 
by which the night-table was faſtened, and broke of 
the clinchings of the mails, but preſerved their heads, 
that I might put them again in their places, and all might 
appear ſecure to my weekly viſftors, This procured me 
tools to raiſe up the brick floor, under which I found 
earth, My firit attempt was to work a hole through 
the wall, ſeven feet thick, behind, and concealed by 
the night-table, . The firſt layer was of brick, I af- 
terwards came to large hewn ftones. I endeavoured, 
accurately, to number and remember the bricks, both 
of the flooring and the wall, fo that I might replace 
them, and all might appear ſafe, This having accom- 

pliſhed, I proceeded, „ VE 
The day preceding viſitation all was carefully re- 
placed, and the intervening mortar as carefully pre- 
Jerved ; the whole had, probably, been white-waſhed- 
a hundred times; and, that I might fill up all re- 
maining interſtices, I pounded the white ſtuff this af- 
Jorded, wetted it, made a brufh of my hair, then ap- 
plied this plaiſter, waſhed it over, that the colour 
might be uniform, and afterward ftripped myſelf, 'and 
ſat with my naked body againſt the place, by the heat 


of which it was dried. Fo 
While labouring, I placed the ſtones and bricks up- 
on my bedſtead, and had they taken the precaution” 
to come at any other time in the week, the ſtated 
Wedneſday excepted, I had inevitably been diſcover- 
ed; but as no ſuch ill accident befel me, in fix month 
my Herculean labours gave me a profpett of ſucceſs. 
Means were to be found to remove the rubbifh from 
my priſon ; all of which, in a wall To thick, it was 
impoſſible to replace: Mortar and ſtone could not be 
removed, I therefore took the earth, ſcattered it a- 
bout my chamber, and ground it under my feet the 
whole day, tall F had reduced it to duſt ; this duſt T 
ſtrewed in the aperture of my window, making uſe 
of the lonſened night-table to ſtand upon. I tied 
ſplinters from my bedſtead, together with the ravelled 
yarn of an old * and to this affixed a ft ot my 


158 em V ITF E or 


hair. I worked a large hole under the middle grating, 
which could not be ſeen when ſtanding on the ground; 
and through this I puſhed my duſt with the tool IL had 
prepared to the outer window, then, waiting till the 
wind ſhould happen to riſe, during the night I bruſh- 
ed it away, it was blown off, and no appearance remain- 
ed on the outſide. By this ſingle expedient I rid my- 
Telf of at leaſt three hundred weight of earth, and thus 
made room to continue my lahours : Yet, this bein 
Rill inſufficient, I had recourſe to another artifice, 
which was to knead up the earth in the form of ſau- 
ages, to reſemble the human faces : Theſe I dried, and 
when the priſoner came to clean my dungeon, haſtily 
tolled them into the night table, and thus diſencumbered 
myſelf of a pound or too more of earth each week. 
further made little balls, and when the centinel was 
walking, biew them through a paper tube, out of the 
window. Into the empty ſpace I put my mortar 
and.ſtones, and worked on ſucceſsfully. 8 
I cannot, however, deſcribe my difficulties, after 
'baving-penetrated about two feet into the hewn ſtone, 
My tools were the irons I had dug out, which faſtened 
my bedſtead and night-table. A compaſſionate ſold- 
+zer, alſo gave me an old iron ram- rod, and a ſoldier's 
Meath-knife, which did me excellent ſervice, more 
- ſpecially the latter, as I ſhall -prefently more fully 
ew. With theſe too I cut ſplinters from my bed- 
ſtead, which aided me to pick the mortar from the in- 
terſtices of the ſtone; yet the labour of penetrating 
through this ſeven- feet wall was incredible; the 
building was ancient, and the mortar, occaſienally, 
quite 332 ſo that the whole ſtone was obliged to 
de reduced to duſt. After continuing my work unre- 
mittingly, for ſix months, I at length approached the 
accompliſhment of my hopes, as I knew by coming 
o the facing of brick, which now was only between 
me and the adjoining caſemate, mu 
Meantime I found opportunity to ſpeak:to ſome of 
the centinels, among whom was an old grenadier.call- 
A Gefhardt, whom I here name, becauſe he diſplayed 
2 nw | | qualities 
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qualities of the greateſt and moſt noble kind. From 
him I learned the preciſe fituation of my priſon, and 
every circumſence that might belt conduce to my 
ea; | 5 | - 
Nothing was wanting but money to buy a boat, and, 
croſſing the Elbe with Gethardt, to take refuge in 
Saxony. By Gefhardt's means I became acquainted 
with a kind-hearted girl, a Jewels, and a native of 
Deſſau, Eſther Heymannin by name, and whoſe fathei 
had been ten years in priſon, This good, compal- 
fionate maiden, whom I had never ſeen, won over two 
other grenadiers, who gave her an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to me every time they ſtood centinel, By 
tying my ſplinters 1 I- made a ſtick long 
enough to reach beyond the paliſadoes that were be- 
ſore my window, and thus obtained paper, another 
knife, and a file. VVV 
I now wrote to my ſiſter, the wife of the before- 
mentioned only ſon of General Waldow, deſcribed 
my ſituation, and intreated her to remit three hundred 
rix-dollars to the Jewels, hoping by this means 1 
might eſcape from my priſon, I wrote another affect- 
ing letter to Count Puebla, the Auſtrian ambaſſador at 
Berlin, in which was incloſed a draft for a thouſand 
florins on my effects at Vienna, defiring him to remit 
theſe to the Jewels, having promiſed her that ſum, as 
a reward for her fidelity. She was to bring the three | 
hundred rix-dollars my ſiſter ſhould ſend to me, and .: 
take meaſures with the grenadiers to facilitate py | 
flight, which nothing ſeemed able to prevent, I havin 
the power either to break into the caſemate, or, aided 
Ly the grenadiers and the Jewels, to cut the locks 
from the doors, and that way eſcape from my dungeon. 
The letters were open, I being obliged to roll them 
round the ſtick to convey them to Eſther. 4D 
The faithful girl ſtraightway proceeded to Berlin, 
where ſhe arrived ſafe, and immediately ſpoke 10 
- Count Puebla, The Count gave her the kindeſt res 
ceptian, received the letter, with the letter of eg 
change, aud bade her go and ſpeak to Weingarten, the 
2 | a erer, 
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fecretary of the embaſſy, and act entirely as he ſhoult? 
direct. She was received by Weingarten'in, the, moſt 
friendly manner, Who, by his queſtions, drew from 
her the whole ſecret, and our intended plan of flight, 
aided by the two grenadiers, and alſo, that ſhe had a 
letter for my ſiſter, which ſhe, mult carry to Hammer, 
near Cuſtrin. He aſked to. fee: this letter, read it, 
told her to proceed on her journey, gave her two duc - 
ats to bear 12 expenſes, ordered her to 'come to him 
on her return, fad, that during this interval, he would: 
endeavour to obtain her the thouſand florins for my 
draft, and would then give her further inſtructions. 

Eſther cheerfully departed for Hammer, where my 
fiſter, then a widow, and na longer, as in 1746, in 
dread of her huſband, joy ful to hear I Was till living, 
immediately gave her the three hundred rix-dollars, 
exhorting her to exert every poſſible means to obtain 
muy deliverance. - Eſther haſtened back, with the letter 
from my ſiſter to me, to Berlin, and told all that had. 
paſſed to Weingarten, who read the tetter, and en- 
97980 the names of the two grenadiers. He told her 
e thouſand florins, from Vienna, were not yet come, 
but gave her twelve ducats, bade her haſten back to 
Magdeburg, to carry me all this good news, and then 
to return to Berlin, where he would pay her the thou- 
land florins. Eſther came to Magdeburg, went imme- 
diately to the citadel, and, moſt luckily, met the wife 
of one of the grenadiers, who told her. that her huſ- 
band and his comrade had been taken, and put in 
irons the day before. Eſther had . quickneſs. of per- 
ception, SY ſufpeted we had. been betrayed: ; ſhe 
therefore inſtantly again began! her travels, and, oth 
pily came- fafe to Deſſau. | 
Here I muſt interrupt. my narrative, that 1 5 en- 
plain this infernat enigma to my readers, an account 
of which I received, after L had obtained my freedom, 
and {till polleſs, i in the, hand-writing, of this Jewels. 
Weingarten, as was afterwards difcovered, was a trais 


2% Tor, and too much truſted by Count Puebla, he being. 
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the court of Berlin, not only the ſecrets of the Impe- 
rial embally, but alſo the whole plan of the projeQed * 
war, For this reaſon, he afterward, when war broke 
out, remained at Berlin, in the Pruſhan ſervice, IIis 
reaſon for betraying me was that he might ſecure the 
thouſand florins, which I had drawn for on Vienna; 
ſor the receipt of the 24th of May, 1755, atteſts that 
the ſum was paid by the adminiſtrators of my effects, 
to Count Puebla, and has ſince been brought to ac- 
count; nor can I believe that Weingarten did not ap- 
ropriate this fum to himſelf, ſince I cannot be per- 
{aaded the ambaſſador would commit ſuch an attion, 
although the receipt is in his hand-writing, as may 
cahly be demonſtrated, it being now in my poſſeſſion. 
Thus did Weingarten, that he might detain a thouſand 
florins, with impunity, bring new evils upon we, and 
upon my ſiſter, which occaſioned her premature death; 
cauſed one grenadier to run the gauntlet three ſuc- 
ceſſive days, and another to be hung. | 
Eſther alone eſcaped, and ſince gave me an elucida- 
tion of the whole” affair, The report at, Magdeburg 
was that a Jeweſs had obtaiged money from my hiſter, 
and bribed two grenadiers, and that one of theſe had 
truſted, and been betrayed by his camrade, Indeed, 
what other ſtory could he told at Magdeburg, or how 
could it he known I had been betrayed to the Pruſſian 
rainiſtry by the Imperial ſecretary ? The truth, how- 
ever, is as I have ſtated ; my account hook exiſts, and 
the Re algo Een. 
_ Her poor impriſoned father was puniſhed with 
more than a hundred os, to make him declare 
whether his daughter had intruſted him with the plot, 
or if he knew whither ſhe was fled, and miſerably di- 
ed in fetters. Such was the miſchief occaſioned by a 
raſcal !' And who might be blamed but the imprudeng 
Conn TP ĩͤ v 
In the year 1766, the Jeweſs demanded of me a 
thouſand florins; ànd I wrote to Count Puebla, that 


having his receipt for the ſum, which never had been 
repaid, I begged it might be reſtored. He received 
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£1 own expenſe ! Belide being amerced in a fine, the ex- 
plundered, her eſtates made a deſert, her children fell 
into extreme poverty, and ſhe herſelf expired in her 
perial embaſſy! 
my adverſe and dreadful fate! Thee could I never 


cured him, had he not ſought that laſt of aſylums for 
numan wickednels and human woes, the grave! To 


my agent with rudenefs, returned no anſwer; and 
emed to trouble himſelf little concerning my loſs. 


Whether the heirs of the count be, or be not, indebted 
to me theſe thouſand florins, and the intereſt, I leave 
the world to determine. Thrice have I been betrayed. 
at Vienna, and ſold to Berlin, like Joſeph to the Egyp- 
tians. My hiſtory proves the origin of my- misfor- 
tunes was the perſuaſion that relidents, envoys and 
ambaſſadors, muſt be men of known worth and honeſ. 
ty, and not the vileſt of raſcals and miſcreants. But, 


alas! the effects and money they have robbed me of 
have never been reſtored; and, for the miferies they 


have brought upon me, they could not be recompenſed 


by the wealth of any or all the monarchs on earth. 


Eftates they may, but truth they cannot, confiſcate; 
and of the villainy of Abramſon and Weingarten, I 
have documents and proofs that no court of juſtice 
could difannut,—Stop, reader, if thou haſt a heart, 
and in that heart compaſſion ! Stop, and imagine 


what my fenſations are while I remember, and re- 


count a part only of the injuſtice that has been done 


me, a part only of the tyranny I have endured !. By 
this laſt act of treachery of Weingarten, was I held in 
chains, the moſt horrible, for nine fucceeding years! 


By him was an innocent man brought to the gallows! 


By him too, my ſiſter, —4 beloved, my unfortunate 


Rſter, was obliged to build a dungeon for me, at her 


tent of which I never could learn. Her goods were 


thirty-third year, the victim f cruelty, perſeeution, 
her brother's misfortunes; and the treachery of the Im- 


 Blefſed ſhade of a beloved filter Ihe facrifice of 


avenge ! Thee could the blood of Weingartef never 
appeaſe? No aſylum, however ſacred, ſhould have ſe- 


thee 
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thee do I dedicate theſe few Pages, a tribute of.thank-- 
fulneſs; and, if future ; rewards: there are, may the 
brighteſt of theſe, rewards; be;thine l. For us, nor for 
ours, may rewards be expected from menarchs WhO 
in apathy: haveibeheld Our mortal ſufferings. Reſt, no- 
ble ſoul, murdered. though thou wert by the enemies 
of thy brother L Again my blood boils, again the tears 
roll n my cheeks, when I-remember thee; thy. ſufe- 
ferings in my cauſe, and thy untimely end II knew it 
not—L fought te thank thee—I found; thee: in the 
grave—l COUT have made retribution t children, 
but unjuſt, iron-hearted princes had deprived me of 
the power. Can the virtuous heart conceive aflliction 
more cruel ? My on ills 1 would have endured with 
magnanimity; but thine are wrongy I odd neither the 
N to forget nor heal. | . 
Enough of this. 
The worthy: Emperor, Francis. ſhed tears when E 
afterward had the honour of relating to him, in per- 
fon, my paſt miſeries; I beheld them flow, and-grati-- 
tude threw me at his feet. His emotion was ſo great, 
he tore himſelf away; I left the palace with all thats 
enthuſiaſm of ſoul which ſuch a ſcene mult inſpire. 
He probably. would have done more than pitied 
me, but his death ſoon followed. I relate this inci» 
dent to convinee poſterity; Francis I. poſſeſſed a heart 
| 2 emperor, worthy of a- man. In the know- 
| Fn 6 have had of monarchs, he ſtands atone. Fred- 
eric Deg Thereſa both died without doing me r 5 
L am now too eld, tao proud; have too much apathy, 
do expedt it from their fucceſſors. Petition I wi il not, - 
knowing my riglats; and juſtice from courts of law, | 
however evident my claims; were in theſe courts, vain 
indeed to expect.—Lawyers and advacates I know 
but too well, and an aur eres my rights Thave 
not. 
| * What heart that can feat but will pardon me theſe- 
digreſſions I At the exact and. ſimple recital of facts 
like thee, the whole man ae! muſod, and the 
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Once more :— I heard nothing of what had hap- 
ned for {ame days; at length, however, it was the 
oneſt Gefhardt's tur to mount guard; but, the poſty 
being doubled, and two additional grenadiers placed 
before my door, explanation was exceedingly difficult, 
He, however, in ſpite of precaution, found means to 
inform me whac had happpened to his two unfortu- 
nate comrades, | BEE? r 
The King came to a review at Magdeburg, when he 
viſited the Star-Fort, and commanded a new cell to be 
immediately made, preſcribing himſelf the kind of 
ons by which I was to be ſecured. The honeſt Gef. 
hardt heard the officer ſay this cell was meant for me; 
gave me notice of it, but aſſured me it could not be 
ready in leſs than a month. I therefore determined, 
as ſoon as poſſible, to complete my breach in the wall, 
and eſcape, without the aid of any one. The thing 
was poſlible; for I had twiſted the hair of my matraſs 
into a rope, which I meant to tie to a cannon; and de- 
| feend the rampart, after which J might ſwim acroſs 
the Elbe, gain the Saxon frontiers, and thus ſafely 
ame vo b>dfrgorgdft ty ASS 575 
On the! 26th of May I had determined to break into 
the next caſemate ; but, when I came to work at the 
bricks, I found them ſo hard, and ſtrongly cemented, 
that I was obliged to defer the labour to the following 
day. I left off, weary and ſpent, at day-break, and, 
ſhould any one enter my dungeon, they mult infallibly 
diſcover the breach. How dreadful is the deſtiny by: 
which, through life, I have been perſecuted, and 
which has contmually plunged me headlong into ca- 
lamity, when I imagined happineſs was at hand! 
The 27th of May was a cruel day in the hiſtory of 
my life. My cell, in the Star-Fort, had been finifhed® 
Jooner than Gefhardt had ſuppoſed ; and at night, 
when I was preparing to fly, I heard a carriage ſtop 
before my priſon. Oh, God! what was my terror, 
what were the horrors of this moment of deſpair !- 
Tas locks and bolts reſounded, the doors flew open, - 
and the laſt of my poor. remaining reſources was to 
canceal my knife The town-major, the major of the 
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day, and a captain entered; I faw them by the light of 


their two lanterns... The only words they ſpoke were, | 


* dreſs yourſelf 3”: which was immediately done. 1 
ſtill. WOre the uniform 'of the regiment of Cordova. 
Irons were given me, which I was obliged myſelf to. 


faſten. on my wriſts and: ancles: The town major tied , 


a bandage over my eyes, and, taking me under the 
arm, they thus conducted me to the carriage.” It was. 
neceſſary to paſs through the city to arrive at the Star- 
Fort: An was ſilent, except the noiſe of the efeort ; 
but when we entered e er heard the people 
running, who were crowding together, to obtain a. 
fight of me. Their curioſity was raiſed, by the report 
that I was going to be beheaded. That I was executed 
on this occaſion, in the Star-Fort, after having been 
conducted blind- fold through the city, has fince been 
both affirmed and written, and the officers had then or- 
ders to propagate this error, that the world might re- 
main in utter ignorance concerning me. I indeed knew 
otherwiſe, though I affected not to have this know-- 


ledge ; and, as I was not gagged, I behaved as if I ex=. * 


pected death ;—reproached my conduftors in language 
that even made them fhudder, and painted their king. 
in his true colqurs, as by who, unheard, had con- 
 Cemned an innocent ſfubje& by a deſpotic | exertion of 
PLoWwerus: i'r . 3 
My fortitude was admired, at the moment when it 
was ſuppoſed I thought myſelf leading to execution. 
No one replied, but their ſighs intimated their com- 
paſſion : Certain it is, few Pruſſi ans willingly execute 
tuch commands. The carriage at length ſtopped, and: 
I was brought into my new: cell. | The bandage was 
taken from my eyes. The dungeon was lighted by a. 
tew torches. God of heaven I what were my feel-: 
ings, when I behe}d the whole floor covered with 
chains, a fre- pan, and two grim men ſtanding with 
their Mh hammerr n 8 
„ WS. a „ ˙— e mg WD ̃ ! 
_» To work went theſe engines of deſpotiſm - Enor- 
mous chairs were fixed to my ancle 'at. one end, and 
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at the other to a ring which was incorporated in the 
wall. This ring was three feet from the ground, and 
only allowed me to move about two or three feet to the 

right and left. They next riveted another huge iron 
ring, of a hand's breadth, round my naked body, to 
which hung a Chain, Kxed into an iron bar, as thick 
as a man's arm. This bar was two feet in length, and at 
each end of it was a handcuff, as repreſented in the 


Plate. 'The iron collar round 270 wende was not a6 99255 
4 * rr 756. | 
+ #* Ss „ „3 „ „53 „ „ „„ 


WL ſoul bade me good night.— All retired in dread- 


ful ſilence and I heard the horrible grating of four 


doors, that were ſucceſſively locked and bolted upon 
me ! 

Thus does man act by his fellow, knowing him to 
be innocent, having received the commands of another 
man ſo to act. 

Oh God! thou alone ee how my heart, void 
as it was of guilt, beat at this moment. There ſat 5 
deſtitute, alone, in thick darkneſs, upon the bare 
earth, with a weight of fetters inſupportable to nature, 
thanking thee that theſe cruel men had not diſcovered 
my knife, by which my miſeries might yet find an end. 
Death is a laſt, certain refuge, that can indeed bid 


defiance to the rage of tyranny, What ſhall I ſiy ? 


How ſhall I make the reader feel as I then felt? How 
deſcribe my deſpondency, and yet account for that la- 


tent apy that withheld my hand on this fatal, this 


miſerable night. 


This miifory I foreſaw was not of ſhort duration : 1 
had heard of the wars that were lately broken out he- 


tween Auſtria and Pruſſia. Patiently to wait theit 


termination, amid ſufferings and wretchedneſs, ſuch 
as mine, appeared impoſſible, and freedom even then 
was doubtful. Sad experience had I had of Vienna, 
and well I knew thoſe, who had deſpoiled me of my 


property, moſt an xiouſly would endeavour to prevent 


my return,—Such were my meditations, ! Such my 
night * Day at length returned—But where 
Was 
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was its ſplendor ? Fled—I beheld it not—Yet was its 
glimmering obſcurity ſufficient to ſhew- me what was 
my dungs 5 tarts 1 1 

In breadth it was about eight feet; in length ten. 
Near me once more ſtood a night table; in a corner 
was a ſeat, four bricks broad, on which I might ſit, 
and recline againſt the wall. Oppoſite the ring to 
which I was faſtened, the light was admittéd through 
a ſemicircular aperture, one foot high, and two in K. 
ameter. This aperture aſcended to the centre of the 
wall, which was fx feet thick, and àt this central part 
was a cloſe iron grating, from which, outward, the 


aperture deſcended, and its two extremities were again 


ſecured by ſtrong iron bars. My dungeon was buils 


in the ditch of the fortification, and the aperture, by 
which the light entered, was ſo covered by the wall 
of the rampart that, inſtead of finding immediate paſ- 
ſage, the light only gained admiſſion by reflection. 
This, conſidering the ſmallneſs of the aperture, and 
the impediments of grating and iron bars, muſt needs 


make the obſcurity great, yet my eyes; in time, be- 


came ſo accuſtomed to this glimmering that I could ſee 
a mouſe run. In winter, however, when the ſun did 


not ſhine into the ditch, it was eternal night with mer 
Between the bars and the grating was a glaſs window, 
with a {mall central exfement, which might be opened 


to admit air. My night-table Was daily removed, and 
beſide me ſtood a jug of water. The name of 
_TRENCK was built in the wall, in red brick, and un- 

der my feet was a tombſtone, with the name of 


TR EN xk alſo cut on it, and earved with a death's head. 


The doors to my dungeon were double, of oak, two 
inches thick: Without theſe was an open ſpace or 
front cell, in which was a window, and this ſpace was 
likewiſe ſhut in by double doors. The ditch, in 


which, this dreadful den was built, was incloſed on 
both ſides by paliſadoes, twelve feet high, the key of 


the door of which was entruſted to the officer of the 
uard, it being the King's intention to prevent all poſ- 
ibility of ſpeech or communication with the centinels. 
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The only motion I had the power to make was that ef I 8 
jumping upward, or {winging my arms, to procure 
myſelf warmth. When more accuſtomed to theſe 

fetters, I Was likewiſe capable of moving from fide to 
= - fide, about four feet, but this free > my ſhin bones. 
The cell had been finiſhed with lime and plaiſtet 
hut eleven days, and every body ſuppoſed it would be 
impoffible I ſhould exiſt in theſe damps above a fort- 
night. I remained fix months, continually immerſed 
in water, that trickled upon me from the thick arches 
under which I was ; and I can ſafely affirm that for 
the firft three months, I was never dry; yet did I 
continue in health. I was viſited daily, at noon, af 
ter relieving guard, and the doors were then obliged 
to be left open for ſome minutes, otherwiſe the damp- 
neſs of the air put out their candles. 1 
This was my fituation, and here I ſat, deſtitute of 
Friend, helpleſsly wretched, preyed on by all the tor- 
ture of thought that continually ſuggeſted the moſt 
gloomy, the moſt dreadful of images. My heart was 
not yet wholly turned to. ſtone, my fortitude was 
funken to deſpondency ; my dungeon. was the very 
cave of deſpair ; yet was my arm reſtrained, yet was 
this exceſs of milery endured. ' 25 
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A How then may hope be wholly eradicated from the 
| Heart of man ! My fortitude, after ſome time, began to 
1TH | revive; I glowed with the deſire of convincing the 
4 | world I was capable of ſuffering what man had never 
11 ſuffered before, perhaps of, at laſt, emerging from this 
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load of wretchedneſs, triumphant over my enemies. 
So long and ardently did my fancy dwell on this pic- 
ture, that my mind at length acquired a heroiſm, 
Which Socrates himſelf certainly never poſſeſſed. Age 
1 had benumed his ſenſe of pleaſure, and he drank the 
| poiſonous draught with cool indifference ; I was 
young, inured to high hopes, yet now beholding deliv- 
erarice impoſſible, or at an immenſe, a dreadful diſ- 
tance. Such too, were the ſufferings of ſoul and body, 

I could not hope they might be ſupported and live. 
About noon. my den was opened. Sorrow and 
<ompaition were painted on the countenances of my 
+ LE Py keep ers. 
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keepers. No one ſpoke, No one bad me good mor- 
row. Dreadful indeed was their arrival, for, unac- 
cuſtomed to the monſtrous bolts and bars, they were 
kept reſounding for a full half hour, before ſuch ſoul- 
chilling, ſuch hope-murdering impediments were re- 
moved. It was the voice of tyranny that thundered ! 
My night-table was taken out, a camp-bed, matraſs, 
and blankets, were brought me; a jug of water ſat 
down, and beſide it an amunition loaf of fix pounds 
weight. That you no more may complain of hun- 
ger,” ſaid the town-major,“ you ſhall have as much 
bread as you can eat,” The door was ſhut, and I. 
again left to my thoughts. | = 
What a ſtrange thing is that called happineſs +}. 
How ſhall I expreſs my extreme joy, when, after eleven 
months of intolerable hunger, I was again. indulged 
 wi.h a full feaſt of coarſe amunition bread ? The fond 
lover never ruſhed more eagerly to the arms of his ex- 
petting bride ; the famiſhed tiger more ravenouſly on 
his prey, than I upon this loaf; I eat, reſted, ſurveyed 
the precious morſel, eat again, and abſolutely ſhed 
tears of pleaſure Breaking bit after bit, I had by 
evening, devoured all my loaf. © | | 

Oh Nature ! what delight haſt thou combined with 
the gratification of thy wants: Remember this, ye 
who gorgo, ye who rack invention to excite appetite, 
and which yet, you cannot procure ; remember how 
ſimple are the means that will give a cruſt of mouldy 
bread a flavour more exquiſite than all the ſpices of the 
Eaſt, or all the profuſion of land or fea ; remember 
this, grow hungry: and indulge your ſenſuality. 

Alas, my enjoyment was of ſhort duration. I ſoon 
found that exceſs is followed by pain and repentance. 
My faſting had weakened digeſtion, and rendered it 
inactive. My body ſwelled, my water-jug was empti- 
ed, cramps, cholics, and at length inorainate thirſt 
racked me all the night. I began to pour curles on 
thole'who feemed&to' refine on torture, and after ſtav- 
ing me ſo long, to invite me to gluttony. Could I not 
have reclined on my bed, I ſhould indeed have been 
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driven this night, to deſperation ; yet even this was 
but a partial relief, for, not yet accuſtomed to my en- 
normous fetters, I could not extend myſelf in them in 
the ſame manner I was afterward taught to do by hab- 
it. 1 dragged them, however, ſo together as to ena- 
hle me to {it down on the bare matraſs. This, of all 
my nights of ſuffering, ſtands foremoſt. When they 
opened my dungeon, next day, they found me in a 
truly pitiable fituation, wondered at my appetite, 


brought me another loaf ; I refuſed to accept it, believ- 


ing 1 never more {ſhould have occaſion for bread : they, 
however, left me one, gave me water, ſhrugged up 
their ſhoulders, wiſhed me farewel, as, zccording to 
all appearance, they never expected to find me alive, 


and ſhut all the doors, without aſking whether I wiſh- 


ed, or needed, farther aſhiſtance. 

Three days had paſſed before I could again eat a 
morſel of bread, als my mind, brave in health, now, 
in a ſick body, became puſillanimous, ſo that 1 deter- 
mined on death. The irons, every where round m. 
body, and their weight, were inſupportable ; nor could 
I imagine it was poſſible I ſhould habituate myſelf to 
them, or endure them long enough to expe& de- 
liverance, Peace was a very diſtant proſpect,” The 
King had commanded that ſuch a priſon ſhogild be 


built as ſhould exclude all neceſfity of a centinel, in 


order that I might not converſe with and ſeduce them 
from what 1s called their duty ; and; m the firſt days 
of deſpair, deliverance appeared impoſſible; aid the 


fetters, the war, the pain I felt, the place, the length 


of time, each circumſtance ſeemed equally impoſlible 
to ſupport. A thouſand reaſons convinced me it was 
necellary to end my ſufferings. I ſhall not enter into 
theological diſputes : Let thoſe who blame me im- 
agine themſelves in my ſituation z or, rather, let them 
firſt actually endure my miſeries, and then let them 
reaſon. I had often braved death in proſperity, and 
at this moment, it ſeemed a bleſſing. e 
Full of theſe meditat ions, every minute's patience 
appeared abſurdity and reſolution meanneſs of ſoul, 


yet 
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yet I wiſhed my mind ſhould be ſatisfied that reaſon, 
and not raſhneſs, had induced the act. I therefore 
determined, that I might examine the queſtion coolly, 
to wait a week longer, and die on the fourth of July. 
In the meantime I revolved in my mind what poſſible 
means there were of eſcape, not fearing, naked and 
chained, to ruſh and expire on the bayonets of my 
enemies. 

The next day I, obſerved, as this four doors were 
opened, that they were only of wood, therefore, queſ- 
tioned whether I might not even cut off the locks with 
the knife that I 120 ſo fortunately concealed; and, 
ſhould this and every other means fail, then would be 
the time to die, I likewiſe Actermitied to make an at- 
tempt even to free myſelf of my chains. I happily 
forced my right hand through the' hand-cuff, though 
the blood trickled from my nails. My attempts on 
the left were long ineffectual: But by rubbing with a 
brick, which I got from my ſeat, on the rivet that had 
been negligently cloſed, I effected this alſo. | 

The chain was faſtened to the rim round my body, 
by a hook, one end of which was not inſerted in the 
rim, therefore, by ſetting my foot againſt the wall, 1 
had ſtrength enough fo far to bend this hook back, 
and open it, as to force out the link of the chain. 
The remaining difficulty was the chain that attached 
my foot to the wall; The links of this chain I took, 
doubled, twiſted and wrenched, till at length, nature 
having beſtowed on me great ſtrength, made a deſ- 
perate effort, ſprang for cibly up, and two links at once 
flew o 

Fortunate indeed, did I think ydl I haſfened to 
the door, groped in the dark to find the clinchings of 
the nails by which the lock was faſtened, and difcov- 
ered no very large piece of wood need be cut! Jn 
mediately I went to work with my knife, and cut 
through the oak door, to find its thickneſs, Which 
proved to be only one inch, therefore, was it poſſible 
to 1 all the four doors in four and twenty hours. 
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Again hope revived in my heart. To prevent 5 
tection I haſtened to put on my chains; but, oh God {-«y 
what difficulties had I to ſurmount ! After much 


' groping about I at length found the link that had 


flown off; this I hid. It had been my good fortune, 


hitherto, to eſcape examination, as the poſſibility of 


ridding myſelf of ſuch chains was in no wile ſuſpett- 
ed. The ſeparated links I tied together with my hair 
ribbon; but, when I again endeavoured to force my 


hand into the ring, it was ſo ſwelled that every effort 


was fruitleſs. 'The whole night was employed upon 


the rivet, but all labour was in vain. 


Noon was the hour of viſitation, and neceſſity and 


| danger again obliged me to attempt forcing my hand 


in, which at length, after excruciating torture, I effect- 


ed. My viltors came, and every thing had the ap- 
pearance of order. I found it, however, impoſſible 


to force out my right hand while it continued {welled 
I therefore remained quiet till the day fixed, and, on 


the determined fourth of July, immediately as my vil 


itors had cloſed the doors upon me, I diſincumbered 
myſelf of my irons, took my knife, and began my 
Herculean labour on the door. The firſt of the dou- 
ble doors that opened inwards was conquered in leſs 
than an hour; the other was a very different taſk, 
The lock was hon cut round, but it opened outwards ; 


there were, therefore, no other means left, but to cut 


the whole door away above the bar. 

This inceſſant and incredible labour made poſſible, 
though it was the more difficult, as every thing was to 
be done by feeling, I being totally i in the dark ; the 
{ſweat dropt, or rather flowed from my body ; my fin- 
gers were clotted with my own blood, and my lacera- 
ted hands were one continued wound, 

Day-light appeared, I clambered over the door that 
was half cut away, and got up to the window in the 
{pace or cell that was between the double doors, as be- 
fore deſcribed. Here I faw my dungeon was in the 
ditch of the firit rampart ; before me I beheld the 
rogd from the rampart: The guard but fifty paces diſ- 
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tant, and the high paliſadoes that were in the ditch, 
and muſt he ſcaled before I could reach the rampart. 
Hope yu_ ſtronger; my efforts were redoubled,, _ 
Ihe firft of the next double doors was attacked, which 
likewiſe opened inward, and was ſoon conquered. 
the ſun ſet before I had ended this, and the fourth 
was to be cut away, as the ſecond had been, Mx 
ſtrength failed; both my hands were raw: I reſted 
while, began again, and had made a cut of a foot lai, 
when my knife ſnapt, and the broken blade dropt t 
the ground. | 79188 
„ * 4 SS 2% %+#% 4 4% „ * * 
God of omnipotence'! What was I at this moment ! 
Was there, God of mercies | was there ever creature 
of thine more juſtified than I in deſpair P The moon 
ſhone clear; I caſt a wild and diſtracted look up to 
Heaven, fell on my knees, and, in the agony of my 
ſoul, fought comfort; but no comfort could be found, 
nor Religion nor Philoſophy had any to give, I curſ- 
ed not Providence, I feared not annihilation,” I dared 
not Almighty vengeance ; God the creator was the 
diſpoſer of my fate; and, if he heaped afflictions upon 
me he had. not given me ſtrength to ſupport, his juf- 
iice would not, therefore, pumſlr me. To him, the 
Judge of the quick and the dead, I commited my ſaul, 
ſeized the broken knife, gaſhed through the veins of 
my left arm and foot, fat myſelf tianquilly down, and 
faw tne blood flow. Nature, overpowered, fainted, 
and I know not how long I remained. lumbering in 
this ſtate——Suddenly I heard my own name, awoke, 
and again heard the words Baron Trenck ! My anſwer 
was, who calls ?—And who indeed was it—who but 
my honeſt grenadier Gefhardi—My former faithful 
friend in the citadel—The good. the kind fellow had 
got upon the rampart, that he might comfort me. 
* How do you do ?” ſaid Gefhardt—*© Welterin 
ö in my blood,” anſwered I, * to-morrow you will find © 
* me dead.“ Why ſhould you die p“ replied he. 
| * It is mach eaſier for you to eſcape here than from 
the citadel. Here is no centinel, and I ſhall ſoon 
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© means to provide you with tools; if you can only 
& break out, leave the reſt tome. As often as I am on 
“guard I will ſeek opportunity to ſpeak to you. In 
© nthe whole Star-Fortt here are but two centinels; the 
* one at the entrance, and the other at the guard-houſe. 
o not deſpair, God will ſuccour you; truſt to 
© me.” — The good man's kindneſs and diſcourſe reviv. 
ed my hopes: I ſaw the poſſibility of an elcape. A ſe- 
cret joy diffuſed itſelf through my foul—l immediately 
tore my ſhirt, bound up my wounds, and waited the 
approach of day; and the ſun ſoon after ſhone through 


the window, to me, with unaccuſtomed brightneſs. 


Let the reader judge how far it was chance, how far 
the effect of divine Providence, that in this dreadful 
hour my heart again received hope, Who was it ſent 


the honeſt Gefhardt, at ſuch a moment, to my priſon ? 


For, had it not been for him, I had certainly, when 1 
awoke from my flumbers, cut more effectually through 
my arterics. | | 

Till noon I had time to conſider what might farther 


be done: Yet, what could be done, what expetted, but 


that I ſhould now be much more cruelly treated, and 
even more inſupportably ironed than before; finding 
as they mult, the doors cut through, and my fetters 
ſhaken oft ? | 


After mature conſideration, I therefore made the 


_ following reſolution, which ſucceeded happily, and 


even beyond my hopes. Before I proceed, however, 


1] will ſpeak a few words concerning my then ſitua- 


tion. It is impoſſible to deſcribe how much I was ex- 
hauſted. The priſon ſwam with blood, and certainly, 
bat little was left in my body. With painful wounds, 
{welled and torn hands, I there ſtood, ſhirtleſs, felt an 
inclination to ſleep almoſt irreſiſtible, and ſcarcely had. 


ſtrength to keep my legs, yet was I obliged to rouſe 
myſelf, that I might execute my plan. 


With the bar that ſeparated my hands I looſened. 
the bricks of my feat, which being newly laid, was 
eaſily done, and heaped them up in the middle of my 
priſon, The inner door was quite open, and with 
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my chains I ſo barricadoed the upper half of the 


{ſecond as to prevent any one climbing over it. When 
noon came, and the firſt of the doors. was unlocked, 
all were aſtoniſhed to find the fecond open. There 
I ſtood, a deſperate man, beſmeared with, blood, the 
picture of horror, with a brick in one hand, and in 
the other my broken knife, crying, as they approach- 
cd, * Keep off, Mr. Major, keep off! Tell the 
„ Governor I will ive no longer in chains, and that 
3 here I ſtand, if ſo he pleaſes, to be ſhot ; for ſo only 
„will I be conquered. Here no man ſhall enter 
& I will deſtroy all that approach; here are my wea- 
„ pons—here will I die in deſpite of tyranny.” The 
major was terrified, wanted reſolution, and made his 
report to the governor. I, mean time, {at down on 
my bricks, to wait what might happen; my ſecret 
intent, however, was not {o deſperate as it appeared, 
I ſought only to obtain a favourable capitulation. 
The governor, General Borck, preſently came, at- 
tended by the tewn-major, and ſome officers, and en- 
tered the outward cell, but ſprung back the moment 
he beheld a figure like me, ſtanding with a brick and 
up-lifted arm. I repeated what I had told the major, 
and he immediately ordered ſix grenadiers to force the 
door. The front cell was ſcarcely ſix feet broad, ſo 
that no more than two at a time could attack my in- 
trenchment, and when they ſaw my threatening bricks 
ready to deſcend, they leaped, terrified, bacx. A ſhort 
pauſe enſued, and the old town-major, with the chap- 
lain, advanced toward the door to ſooth me; the con- 
verſation continued ſome time; whole reaſons were 
moſt ſatisfactory, and whoſe cauſe was the moſt juſt 
I leave to the reader. The governor grew angry, and 
ordered a freſh attack. The firſt grenadier was knock- 
ed dowm, and the reſt ran back to avoid my miſſiles. 
The town-major again began a parley, For God's 
«ſake, my dear Trenck,” ſaid he, in what have I 
& injured you, that you endeavour to effect my ruin ? 
“J muſt anſwer for your having, through my negli- 
* ence, concealed a knife, Be perſuaded, I intreat 


vou, 
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ou. Be appeaſed. You are not without hope, nor 
* without friends.” — My anſwer was“ But will You 
& not load me with heavier irons than before ?“ 

He went out, ſpoke with the governor, and gave me 
his word of honour that the affair ſhould be no farther 
noticed, and that every thing ſhould be exactly rein- 
ſtated as formerly. 

Here ended the capitulation, and my wretched cita- 
del was taken. The condition I was in was viewed 
with pity ; my wounds were examined, a ſurgeon ſent. 
to dreſs them, another ſhirt was given me, and the 
bricks, clotted with blood, removed. I, mean time, 
lay half dead on my matraſs ; my thirſt was exceſſive, 
the ſurgeon ordered me {ome wine; two centinels 
were ſtationed in the front cell, and I was thus left, 

four days in peace, unironed. Broth, alſo, was given 
me daily, and how delicious this was to taſte, how 
much it revived and ſtrengthened me, is wholly im- 
poſſihle to deſcribe. Two days I lay in a flumberin 
kind of trance, forced by unquenchable thirſt, to drink 
whenever Ll awoke. My feet and hands were ſwelled; 
the pains in my back and limbs, were exceſſive. 

On the fifth day, the doors were ready; the inner 
was entirely plated with iron, and I was fettered as be- 
fore; perhaps, they found further cruelty unneceſſary. 
The principal chain, however, which faſtened me to 
the wall, like that I had hefore broken, was thicker 
than the firſt, Except this, the capitulation was ſtrictly 
kept. They deeply regretted that, without the King's 
expreſs commands, they could not lighten my afflictions, 
wiſhed me fortitude and patience, and barred up my 
doors. | ES * 

It is neceſſary I ſhould here deſcribe my dreſs. My 
hands being fixed and kept aſunder, by an iron bar, 
and my feet chained to the wall, I could neiſfer put 
on ſhirt or ſtockings in the uſual mode; the ſhirt was 

therefore tied, as repreſented in the plate, and changed 

once a fortnight ; the coarſe ammunition ſtockings 
were buttoned on the fides ; a blue garment, of fold- 
zer s cloth, was likewiſe tied round me, and I had a 
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pair of flippers for my feet. The ſhirt was of the 


army linen; and when I contemplated myſelf in this 
dreſs of a malefactor, chained thus to the wall, in ſuch _ 
a dungeon, vainly imploring mercy or juſtice, my con- 
ſcience void of reproach; my heart of guilt ; when L 
reflected on my former ſplendor in Berlin and Moſ- 
cow, and compared it with this ſad, this dreadful re- 
verſe of deſtiny, I was ſunk into grief, or rouſed to 
indignation, that might have hurried the greateſt 
hero, or philoſopher, to madneſs or deſpair. I felt 


"what can only be imagined by him who has ſuffered 


like me, after having like me flouriſhed, if ſuch can 
be found. | | pg 
Pride, the juſtneſs of my cauſe, the unbounded con- 
fidence I had in my own. reſelution, and the labours 
of an inventive head and iron body, theſe only could 
have preſerved my life. Theſe bodily labours, theſe 
continued inventions, and projected plans, to obtain 
my freedom, preſerved my health. Who would ſup- 
pole that a man, fettered as I was, could find means of 


_ exerciling himſelf ? By ſwinging my arms, acting 


with the upper part of my body, and leaping upward, 
I frequently put myſelf in a ſtrong perfpiration.— 


After thus wearying myſelf, I ſlept ſoundly, and often 


thought how many generals, obliged to ſupport all the 


inclemencies of weather, and all the dangers of the 


held ; how many of thoſe who had plunged me into 
this den of miſery, would have been molt glad, could 
they, like me, have ſlept with a quiet conſcience, 
Often did 1 reflect how much happier I was than 
thoſe tortured on the hed of ſickneſs, by gout, ſtone, 
and other diſeaſes, terrible to man, How much hap- 
pier was I in innocence, than the malefactor doomed 
to ſuffer the pangs of death, the ignominy of men, 


and the horrors of eternal guilt ! 


In the following part of my hiſtory it will appear 


 loftten had much money concealed under the ground, 


and in the walls of my den, yet would I have given 
A hundred ducats for a morſel of bread, it could not 
have been procured, Money was to me uſcleſs. In 

| | . this 


— ——— — 


178 Txr 1.7 F 8 8 
this I reſembled the miſer, who hoards, yet lives in 
wretchedneſs, having no joy in gentle acts of benevo- 
lence. As proudly might I delight myſelf with my 
hidden treaſure, as ſuch mifers, nay more, for I was 
fecure from robbers. DD 
Had faſtidious pomp been my pleaſure, J might 
have imagined myſelf fome old field-marſhal bed-rid- 
den, who hears two grenadier centinels at his door 
call, © Who goes there ?” My honour, indeed, was 
ſill greater, for, during my laſt year's impriſonment, | 
my door was guarded by no lefs than four. My 
vanity alſo might have flattered itſelf, I hence might 
eonclude how high was the value ſet upon my head, 
fince all this trouble was taken to hold me in ſecurity, 
Certain it 1s, that in my chains, I thought more ra- 
tionally, more nobly, reaſoned more philoſophically 
on man, his nature, his real, his imaginary Wants ; 
the effects of his ambition, his paſſions, and ſaw more 
diſtinctly his dream of earthly good, than thoſe who 
had impriſoned me, or thoſe who guarded. I was 
void of the fears that haunt the paraſite, who ſervilely 
wears the fetters of a court, and daily trembles for the 
loſs of what vice and cunning: have acquired, Thoſe 
who have uſurped my Sclavonian eſtates, and feaſted 
ſumptuoufly from the ſervice of plate J had been rob- 
bed of, never eat their dainties with ſo ſweet an appe- 
tite as I my ammunition bread, nor did their high- 
flavoured wines flow ſo limpid as my cold water. 
Thus the man, who thinks, being pure of heart, 
will find confolation when under the "moſt dreadful 
of calamities, convinced, as he muſt he, that thoſe 
apparently moſt happy, are frequently leaſt, inſenfible 
as they are of the pleaſure they might enjoy. Evil 
never is ſo great as it appears. | | 
“Sweet are the uſes of adverſity, K 
* Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
© Wears yet a precious jewel in its head.“ 
- 1 As you like it.“ 
| Happy 
* The Baron has quoted a poem written and publiſhed 
by himfelf, . 8 Am 
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BARON TRENCE. 179 


Happy:he, who, like me, heving ſuffered, can be- 
come an example bo his ſuffering brethren. i. | 
YOUTH, proſperous, and imagining proſperity 
etcrnal, read my hiſtory attentively, though I ſhould 


be in my grave! Read feeling] y, and bleſs my geeping 


duſt, if it has taught thee wiſdom or fortitude ! 

FAT HER, reading this, ſay to thy children, I, like 
them, in blooming youth, little propheſied of misfor- 
tune, Which after fell thus heavy on me, and by which 
I am even ſtill perſecutcd ! ! Say that I had virtue, 
ambition, was educated in noble principles; that I 
laboured with all the zeal of enthuſiaſtic youth to 
become wiſer, better, greater than other men; that L 
was guilty of no crimes, was the friend of men, was 
no deceiver of man or woman; that I firſt ferved my 
own country faithfully, and after every other in which 


I found bread ; that I was never, during life, once 


intoxicated ; was no gameſter, no night rambler, no 
contemptible idler ; that yet, through envy and arbi- 
trary power, I have fallen to miſery, ſuch as none but 
the worſt of criminals ought to feel. | 
BROTHER, fly thoſe countries where the lawgiver 
knows himſelf no law, where truth and virtue are 
puniſhed as crimes ; and, if fly you cannot, be it your 


_ endeavour to remain unknown, unnoticed, in ſuch 


countries; ſeek not favour or honourable employ, 
elſe you will become, when your merits are known, as 
I have been, the victim of flander and treachery 3 - the 
beheſts of power will perſecute you, and innocence 
will not ſhield you from the ſhafts of wicked men 
who are envious, or who with to obtain the favour of 
princes, though by the worſt of means, 

SIRE, imagine not thou readeſt a romance ; my 
head is grey, like thine, Read, yet deſpiſe not the 
world, though it has treated me thus unthankfully. 
Good men have I alſo found, who have befriended 

np 
«© Im nebel cell leckt noch tin preils 
Menn man ihn nur zu finden weils. 
The jemutarity of the thought, which ſeems borrowed: from- 
care, Juſtiſtes a quotation ſo beaut? ful, T. 44, 
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me in misfortune, and there, where leaſt I had claim, 
have Iffound them moſt, May my book aflift thee in 
noble thoughts; may ſt thou die as tranquilly as 1 
ſhall render up my ſoul to appear before the Judge of 
me and 'my perſecutors. Be death but thought a tran- 
ſition from motion to reſt. Few are the delights of 
this world, for him, who, like me, has learned to know 
it. Murmur not, deſpair not of Providence. Me, 
through ſtorms, it has brought to haven; through ma- 
ny griefs, to ſelf Knowledge; and, through priſons, to 
philoſophy. He only can tranquilly deſcend to anni- 
hilation, Who finds reaſon not to repent he has once 


exiſted. My rudder broke not amid the rocks and 


of knowledge. 


ſeek the golden, mean, and ſay 


uickſands, but my bark was wrecked upon the ſtrand 
Yet even on theſe clear ſhores, are 
I have ſeen more diſtinctly 
than it is ſuppoſed men ought to ſee. Age will de- 
cay the faculties, and mental, like bodily fight, muſt 
then decreaſe. I even grew weary of ſcience, and en- 
vied the blind-born, or thoſe Who, till death, have 
been wilfully hood winked. How often have 1 been 
aſked, What didſt thou ſee? And, when Ianſwered 
with lincerity and truth, how often have I been derid- 
ed as a liar, .and been perſecuted, by thoſe who de- 
termined not to ſee themſelves, as an innov ator, ſin- 
gular and raſh! , 

Sire, I farther ſay to thee, ach thy nde to 
with Gellert“ The 
* boy Fritz needs nothing: His ſtupidity will inſure 
„his 1 Examine our wealthy and titled lords 
what their abilities are, and what their honours, then 
inquire how they were attained, and, if thou canſt, 
diſcover in what true happineſs on 5 

Once more to my priſon. The failure of my eſcape, 


impenetrable clouds. 


and the recovery of life, from this ſtate of deſpair, led 


me to moralize deeper than I had ever done before; 
and, in this depth of thought, I found unexpected 
n b fortitude, and a firm pexſuaſion [ yet 

Zhould accompliſh my deliverance. 
\ Gefhardt, my honeſt grenadier, had infuſed freſh 
wege and my mind now 7 began to meditate new 
*. 223 | SEA | Plans, | 
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Plans. Sens ael bed been placed before my. door 
chat 1 7 be more narrowly. watched, and the 
married ann f the, Pri 174 Rates were yppeinted to 
this duty, ho, ps 1.ſhell: horeafter ſhew, were more 
caſy to ꝙ erlaade fin viding TE, N foreign fugi⸗ 
tives. Ihe P Saen e r 


kind, therefore may eubly ME Wane gull ine 
Taccour faſt res. 42-1 2214 


I began to- be 72 1 9 5 oed g 1 0 ar — 
1 had before ound io. 75105 pen e 1 23 comb 
out my long hair, and <auld tie it # delt with. one 


hand. My beard, Which, had ſo long remained un- 


aven, gave mea grim apprararice, and began ts 
pluck it up by the ros. Ihe 


cuſtom conquered, and 4 performed 8 operation in 

the following years, once in fix weeks, or two'moniths 
—asthe hair thus plucked up required that? ngth of 
time before the nails could again get bold. Vermin 
did not moleſt me; the dampneſs of my Hen was'in- 
mical to them. My limbs never Welle 922 7 . h 
the exerciſo gave myſelf, as before de 5 de 
great eſt paĩn I foundwas in dhe comigugd 155 7 


dimneſs in which I lived. 


20 had 4 ade had. vet in, yand. TG much = 


N 


Habit made this 8 cxerciſeſo pp. to me. FE 


I could, compoſe ſpeeches, fables, odes, ſatires, All 


which I repeated aloud, and had fo Rored my memory 


with them that I was<nabled, after I had 6htained m 
freedom, to commit to writing two volumes of 75 


my priſen labours. Accuſtomed to this exerciſe, 


days, ok would: 6therways. have. becn.days of miſery, 


His but as a moment. The following narrative 
HHhew how much eſteem, low many friends theſe 
R 9 | 


xK.. | 
2 2 


lien, and is hy Ka 


at Hrll, Was con⸗ 


Qderable, eſpecially: round. the ps. 8g his alſo, 
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P procured me, even in my dung goon, info. 
much that I otfained li ght, p⸗ apef, arid garn fre- 


dom itſelf. For theſe e Ito thank the induſtrious 


acquirtmients of my outh, therefore'do' 1 counſel all 


readers ſo to employ Aae time! Rites: honours, 


os favoürs if fortune, Pe mowered b monarchs 


upon the thoft worthleſg; But rohart hs C an give and 
take, ſay and unſay, raiſe Jay ull down. 27s "Monarchs, 
however, can neither gde wiſdom not virtue 2 
trary power itſelf, 1 before theſe," is 1 Rh L 

o wiſely Bas Prop idee ordained that the en- 
dowments of Induſtry, learning and ſcience,'g given by 
ourſelves, cannot be bt: from as; While, on” the 
contra What others beſfowis a fantaſtical dream, 
from which ny actident may'awaken us. The wrath 
of Frederic could deftroy legions,” and defeat armies ; 
but it could not take from me the ſenſe of honour, of 
innocence, and their {weet / concomitant,” peace of 
mind; ö. 775 not deprive me of fortitude il magna- 
nimity *: I defied his power, reſted on the. juſtice of 
m) cauſ 8 found te yielf expedients wherewith"to' 
oppoſe h nn, Was at length crowned with conqueſt,and 


came forth to the world, the Fan vol ſuffering R 
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tue. Ps 
Some of N oppreſſors now rot in be ö 
raves.” . Aas! 1 in VI jenn; i, remain Eimer in 


hg Polellerse of my ew 1 5585 cee, but 
look down with ſhame whenever. Land my children 
appear. We ſtand ere eſteemed, and honoured, 
while t their injuſtice is ke to the Whole world. 
be oufig man, be induſtrious, for, without ry, | 
can none of the treaſures I have deſcribed be purchal- 
cl; Thy labour will reward itſelf; then; when "aſ- 
ſaulted by misfortune, or Cen milery; Jeaths of me, 
and ſmile ; or, hodſdeſt thou eſcape 1 triuls, 1 il: 
labour to acquire Wiſdofn, thut in old E tha me 
ej find content and happinefs. IH 1 7 
nee 401 | ſr every - . N 
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BARON*TRENGK. fy 
The years in my dungeo paſſed aivay/asr days; +thoſs. 


momentgexcepted, when,thinkingortthogreat world, 


so greatmeny myambitipn was; rouſed. ; 


| Except When contemplating tir wilenels of my chams; 
and the wretchedneſs of my ſmuation, I laboured for 
liberty; and found my labours endlefs 4nd imefettual; 


except While 1 remembered the triumph of my ene- 
mies, and the ſplendor in which thoſegby whom I had 
been plundered, lived. Then indeed did L experience 
intervals that approached madneſs, defpair and. her- 
ror: Beholding myſelf deſtitute of friend or protector, 
the Empreſs herſelf, for whofe fake I faftered; dee „ 


ing me; reflecking on paltinics anti puff prefperit ; 


cruel natur of my puniſhment, mut be: obliged/ts 
conclude: mea etch anda vilkmand thatallmeans = 
of juſtification ere cut off; oh, God How: did my 
heart brat! Withiwhat violence“ What Would nok 
have undertaken, in theſe fuffering moments, tochave 
put my enemies to ſhame !| Vengeance and rage then 
rofe rebellious againſt patience'; long ſuffering philo- - 
fophy vaniſhed; and the poiſoned cup of Soerates | 
would havebeen the nettar of the Gods. 1 4 5 241 4 39 3 

0 Man, deprived af hope, is man deſtroyed. I found 
but little probability in all myzplans and: projects, yet 
did I truſt that ſome of them fhould ſucceed, yet did 


Jconfide in them and my honeſt Gefhardt, and that 1 e 


ſhould ſtill fres myſelf from my chains 
I gnhe greateſt of all my incitements to patient endur- 
ance was love. I had left behind me, in Vienna; a4 


lady, for whom the world ſtill Was dear to me her | 
would I neither deſert nor afflitt. To her and wy . 


ho had loſt and ſuffered ſo much for mine; would, 1 


preſerve my life; for them no difficult no fuffering, 


erty was reſtored, hund both in their graves. Ihe 
joy, for which I ha&orne fo much Was no more 0 
be taſtædi d , . m 0 ttt, 
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6 nnn weeks after my atterbpt io elcapej Ae 


_ good Gefhardt firſt came to ſtand centinel over me; 
and the centĩnel they lrad fo carefully ſet waſh indeed, 
theonly, hope I could have of v 256d 3 for help muſt 
be: had from without, or this was impeſhble:.- :. 
The effort) had made had excitodtoo-much ſurpriſe 
and alarm for me to paſs without ſtrift exami 
finee, on the ninth day after F was connec, J. had; in 


eighteen Hours for farrbroken threugh a phiſon built 


ofuly for myſelf, by: a\cdrabination- of i: many 
ors, and with fuch: extreme precaution, Which 


Fre had-univetfally! been declared impenetrable... 


Gefhardt . — paſt fore we: had 
converſing: together; Fr when 

þ N foot on myt badftrad, 1 reach 

dhe x e, throngh which light * 

Ge 3 2 my Auggen, 
770 our: firſt plan / vias to! break throiigh the found. 
tioti vhich he had ſcen laid, ain} which be ahr 
te tuo feet deep. 

Money was: the firſt thing n Gefbarde 


vis relieved during his guard, and returned, bringing 
_ with-himra thee of paperrroliedon'a wire, uthich he 


ſſeck through my ing ; after vrhich a piece of 
R coy — fey ariadioue- (a kind of 
tinder) a mateh ad a pen. now Had light; pticks 
ed my fager, ufd wrote; vrit Rm blood, to- my faith. 
ful friend, Captain Nuekhardtz at Vienna, deferibed 
my ſituation in” afewwords, fent him an acquittatice 
for chece choufancł florins an my revenues, and re- 
ſtevi the would diſpoſe of a thouſand i florins to de · 
ra the en pen ſes of his journey to) Gummern, only 
ton fre Maxdeburg: Here heiwas poſitively | 


to bœ on-, the v5 th of e About noni, on this 


fame day, he-was to. walk with a letter im his hahd-; 
a md Mas there to meet him, Amoking. 2 roll of-tobac- 
c, to . * | opera 09g 
ab Froturante Vienne 
L returned: the written ect bo. to. Cefhardt by. the 
Wy męans it had hen, reagived,, gave him m 
"al 


S 


p Ie Oe no on. 


Q 


4 


J mou ue guard, fo often did we continue our proje 


theſe, this labour, though 


BARON TRENCK. 485 


ſtructions, and be ſens his, e with I, to Cure, 
b whom it was afely ut in t poſt. 
; hopes daily. 1 55 Ta” as often a8 beser 


The 1 th of Auguſt came, but it was fome days before 
Gefhardt was again, on guard; and or how did 
heart 1 when he came and exclajtned; :6 ſh 
is e !'we 105 e . 9 5 e in the 


ho” | 
ofthe Bn: at e air? wy, fr: 
too ſmall” 


ſhould, on the next guard, per 5 Wh eee oe cle 


ing my dungeon, and that e chen Hould convey! the. | 
money to me i the y raterjug. r 

This, luckily, was done. 1 How great was my Alton. 
iſhment when, inſtead of one, 1 N two thonfant 


florins K Foß 25 "had; permitted him to reſerve half' to 


himſelf,” as a 1 8 00 for his Hdelity.. He, however, 
had kept but five piſtoles, N he Fe was 
enou h. D 
Worthy) Gethardt! 2 This was the aft of 7 a e 
nian grenadier } How rare ale ſuch examples! Be thy 
name and mine ever united. Live thon while th 
memory of me ſhalt live. Neyer did my ac uaintance 
with the great bring to my, Know edge i to. noble, 
ſo. dilintcreſte&! d 1 | HR REIH 46: 

It is true I afterwards ee on 5 At t he 
whole, thoufand. ; but we mall foon'fee he TOP hat 
them, and that his fooliſh wife, three years after, fuf- 


fered by their means; however, ſhe Tuifered alone, 
for he foon, marched to the a, and therefore. wes 


unpuniſhed. 


Having nancy 6 ality Wt my deſig 9 * began to 
put my plan of burrowing under the foundation into 


_ execution. The firſt thing neceſſary was to: free my- 


felf from my fetters. To aceompliſh tlis Gefhardt 
ſupplied me with two ſmall files, and, by the 4 of 
great, was effected. TIDY 
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The e foot-ring,. was made 
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arter of an inch 
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it on the 
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| off the ring, 
it: 


== 


» 4 by ot we. — — 
. —TPTbTCT0T0T0T0T0T———V 
- * * 2 1 — D FI T . 8 — n 
. — . ===> > O — 2 8 — — <> : 
po, — : 2 = —_ s * - th "4 
l q 2 7 7 — — — — bs = » 
es — — — * - — 7 * r rn Fo tt — 2 — 
- = 8 — 4 , 8 2 2 = = _ 
o 2 — — a 8 2 8 — — 2 
4 , & 5 — - — — - — —_— 
= n — 
: 5 


- 


1 
” 2 9 = 


c 
en Ban And. 


1 
. 


the heat. of my body; and would Wager any fum that 
withoutzſtriking the chain, lin by link, with a kam- 
mer, no one, not in the ſecret, Would have diſcovefed. 
ade n , „ 
Ihe window was never ſtridtiy examined; I there - 
ore dre the two ſtaples by which the iron bars were 
| fixed to. the Walk and which- E daily replaced, care 
 fully- plaiſtering them over. Eproeured wire from. 

Gefhardt, aud tried how: well: F cauld-imitate the in- 
ner-grating : Finding I fuccceded tolerabty, I cut the- 
real ;grating- totally away; and ſubſtituted an artificial: 
one of my own fahricating; y hier I obtained a free 
communication With the outhde, additional. freſh; airy. 
together: with alt. necelfary. implements, tinder and; 
candles. Thattheight might nat be een, ILhung the- 
covertit.of the bed before mp-window, ſo that I could 
work fearlefs and un detected. 3 „ 
Everything prapared, I. went to-worki. Fhe floor. 
of my dungeon Was not of ſtone, but oak planks, 
eue inches thick.; three beds. of which were laid 
| NES rd croſſwiſe. 
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BERON TRENCE. 


wide: anch were faflened. a ele ties" yn 
K inen iti diameter, At ac fHet lots Havix 
wofked rand e heal of? weit L make Re of th 

hole at the enck of the bay; Wu ATA 
5 ie ea 


to draw it out, and” this alt F 
now cut throup e boarEt SU e 
width, that 1 might work "dowhware, and; Havin 
12855 away à Pie E of board whit vag in- Ert . 


The ſmall crevice it occaſiones* T-teppetFuy with. 
bread, c de weck ever with dufy, fo. is o Pfei * 
fufp ieibüs app JEAtaNCe, My I aber 0 der this 
enn Seh Tſe precalitſon, ant'i kat sen Werk 
ed through” t my ninerifich pinks: Under tem 1. 
came 0 BAE Wuite fanck, on Whick the Star- Fort Was 
built. My chips t eate füt diftiButed*Betieath the 
boards: II Wd ige help" from without, I'coutd pro 
ceed no further, for to dig Were ufeleſs, urls Fcould- 
rid myRIF of my rubbiflf.. Geffardr füpphied mo 
with ſome ells of cloth, of which T made thn narrow. 
bags, ſkirffed chein with earth, and paſfed them bes 
tween the iron bars, to Gefhardt, bs. as often — 4 
was on Suan altered or : conveyed away their c 
tents. 

Furniſhed "ith" rom to ſecrete them under a 
bor, obtained mort inſtruments, together with' * 
pair of piſtols, powder, ball, and. a Ba poriet, 
IE-new-difcovered that! the korg by 3 


in ſtead of two, was ſunk four fee 


bour, and patience, were all nebefla Tos F break ont 
unheard,. and-undifeevered ; but few: things- Are ifs. 
poſſible, a e rg is not wanting. 

The hole I made Wa obliged to be but fear dreh 
correſponding wit A the . and wide endug 
to kneel and deep! in; the laying- down on the floor. 
tv work, the continual Kooping. to throw. out. the- 
earth, the narrow ſpace iich alt muſt he perfortn- 
ed, theſe made the bedr incredible; and; aſter this. 


dail; 1 labour, all. things Were to be. replaced, and "myo 


Chains. 


chains again reſu h alone required ſome 
| hours to effect. N Carat Fre Was 1 int e Wax can- 
W pup 155 Gelhped ſtood 


$19. | t Tn 


1 nn 
ee. * 


; 444g CE 
by w me 'fy ies 185 A 
ax 8 ag *. e mY falt 28 ready 
dreſſed, which, increaſed my rent th, and when 
was not digging, I wrote. ſatires aug verſes : Thus 
time was. employed, and 1 contented, even. in priſon. 
Lulled into ſecurity, an accident happened, that 
will appear almoſt incredible, and by which err 
hope was nearly fruſtrated, 
a Gef hardt had been working with me, and was re- 
| lieved in,the N ß As I was replacing the win- 
ow, Which I was obliged to remove on theſe occa- 
ſions, it fell out of my hand, and three of the glaſs panes 
were broken. Sefhardt was not to ret xn till guard | 
was again relieved ; I had therefore mil pportunity 
of ſpeaking. With him, or concerting any mode of re- 
air. I remained ncarly an hour conjeQuring and 
Fielicating, for certainly had the broken window been 
ſcen, as it was impoſlible I ſhould reach it when fet - 
tered, I ſhould immediately have been more rigidly 
examined, and the Halle, grating muſt have been dil- 
covered. F | 
I therefore came to a reſolution, and {poke tothe 
centinel,, who was amuſing himfelf with whiſtling, 
thus: My good fellow, have pity, not upon me, 
6 but upon your comrades. who, mould you refuſe, 
& will certainly be executed; I will throw you thir- 
«ty piſtoles through the wind ow, if you will do me a 
« {mall favour.” He remaſhed ſome moments lilent, 


and at all. i in a low voice, *+ What! have 


| eu 
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| him out ten more piſtel 


ere — * — Th ndow. 
r — 1-wld-my 125 rity; 
and gave him the ze in paper. The man, 
fortunately, was bold and prudent.” The doo of the 
iſadoes through the negligence of theofficer,hadnop 
een ſhut that day: He prevailed on one of his com 
rades to ſtand eentinel - for him, during half. an hour, 
while he; -mean- time, ram into the taway and rh, 
ed the glaſs, on the — of. which I inſtantly threw 
ion DOR the: hour ef n a 
and viſitation came, eve t wa once more 
ſtated, my glaziery — ty rmed to a miracle, —4 
life of my. worthy, Gefhardt preferved. 4 —Such-is.the 
power of money in this world} This. is a very re- 
markable incident, for I never bree 1. cork 
man who. did me this-ſignalſervice. | - | 


S Tx, 


Gefhardt's alarm ma eaſily be imagined | $; het 
42 after, returned to his poſt . and was the- more 


toniſhed-as he knee. the centineb who had. dene me 


this good office 3; that he had five-children, and w a. 
man moſt to be depended o by 2 — 
one in the whole grenadier company... 

I new pon, my labour, and found it wery pi 
loch break: out under the- fouhndatien-z but 4 
hardthatbeen-foterrified;by:the: pens yg 
farted-a' thonfand: dificuttiess. in tiom as: m 
end Was more nearly- acdom li 3 and, at the mo- 8 
ment when I wiſhed-to concert with him! the means 
of flight; en tk was neceffary. to find addition 
at: help, to- eſeape in ſafety, and not bring both him 
and myſelf: to rudtion>— At - Jerigth, We came:;te 
the following: i —— however, after 


eightimonths eee ene e whole 


| project abortive. £3 998 


I wrote: onee-more. to Ruck hard; ate Vienna, fene 
him à now. aſſignment for money; and deſtred he 
would agate! Rain * -where-he ſhould 
wait fin” ——— two ſpare honſes on the 


n ö atithe; time appointed} . 1 5 
2 


think being Oye A for flight. "Within" theſe fix 
ys," Gern — Have foand means, either in ro- 
atio, or n to have been with 
me! "Alas f the feet hope ef again beholding the 
| face of theſun; of once more obtaming my — opak 
endured but three days: Providence thought p 
otherwiſe to ordain. Gefhardt ſent his Ne! ng 
Gummern; with the letter, and this filly woman told 
the poſt-maſter her hufband had a lawfuit at Vienna, 
that, therefore; lie begged he would take particular 
Cure of the letter, for Which purpoſe me d ten 
DPD 115 5. 00d rare, 9s Dy 
This unexpected liberality raiſed the Gafpietotl 
of the Saxon poſt-maſter, - who therefore opened the 
letter, read the contents, and in ſtead of ſending it to 
Vienna, or at leaſt to the general poſt maſter at Preſ. 
den, he preferred the —— act of taking it him- 
Telf to the governor of Magdeburg, who then, as at 
| Preſent, was Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwics!s 7c 
What were my terrors, what my deſpair,” Whew 1 
beheld the Prince himſelf, about three o'clock in the 
afternoon enter my prison, With his attendants, pre. 
ſent my letter, and alk, in an authoritative voice, Who 
Had carried it t Gummefn. My anſwer Was, 4 I 
Knew not. Strict fearch was immediately made, by 
Imiths, carpenters, and maſons; andafter half an hour's 
examination, they diſcovered neither my hole, nor 
the manner in which 1 diſencumbered myſelf of my 
chains: "They only faw that the middle grating, in 
the 8 where the light was admitted, had beer: 
removed. This was boarded up the next day, end 
. a mall ait hole left, of about ſix inches diameter, 
The Princes began to threaten ; I perſiſted I had 
never ſeen the ceminel, who hidreadered me this ler- 
vice, nor alked his name. Seeing his attempts all in⸗ 
effectual, the governor, in a milder tone, did, Mou 
2 have ever complained, Baron Trenck, of not hav- 
ing hitherto been legally ſentenced, or heard in your 
« den defence I give you my word of Honour, this 
1 459 m_ be, n roa mall! be 1 
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BARON AAN 


cx Trends r'ferters} if you; wilt? online 

« took you letter. To e -adylied? e 
« fortitude” of. ififieerice-—2264 Every: bang. Knaus 
my Lord, I have never deſerved the theatmens a 


„have met With in my entry. My Nrart inif- 


R 


5 re proachablet 1 T ſecllavorecover my) Ubertynbe 

; 6 every” 'mieans-- in my power; but werb>litca 

© „ of betraying the man sls compaſſion has induced 
aS © him to 2 diſtreſs: were the coward that. 

: e could/ purchaſe: pines at His-expenſe;.. 4; then 

* * ſhould indeed deſerve to wear theſe chains witht 

8 5 which-I am loaded. For -myſelfpdorwith-me-what 

1 * you pleaſe'y yet remember I am not Wwholly 

4 *.tute; Lam ſtilt a captain in ther: mpemal lervice, 

6 « BAS a deſcendant of the houſe of Trenck:““ Nn 26 

a Prince Ferdinand ſtood, for a moment, unable toanſs 
 - wer, then renewed his threats, and left my dungeon. 

t I have been! ſince told that, hen he Was out of hear 

# ing, he ſaid toi thoſe around him, 1 pityi this! hand e 
1 2 late, and carmot but admire his ſtrengthof mind 4 

is - - I muſt here remark that, hen we remember the 

"IN uſual circumſpection of this great man, we-are:ophige 
4 ed to wonder at his imprudenee in holding a Conver- 

* ſation of ſuch᷑ a kind with me, which laſted a conſid- 

y crable time, in the preſence of the guard The ſoldiers 

8 of the whole garriſon had after ward the utmoſt confi- 

or dence, as they were convinced I would not meanly 

iy dAevote others: to deſtruttion: that I might benefit my- 4 
in ſelf. This was the way to gain me eſteam and inter- 
en courſe among the men, eſpecially as the Duke had 

ny laid he knee I muſt-have money concealed, for: that 
= 5 1 had diſtributed ſome to the cent inels. Abi $9574 
ad He had ſcarcely been gone an hour before 1 heard © * 
ED a noife near my priſon. I liſtened What could it 
AP be? Eheardla talking and learned a grenadier had. - 
ms - hanged/himfſelfito the „ of. my priſon! 

W- * The officer of the guarti, and the town- major, ear” 

ur entered my dungeon to fetch a lanthorn they had for- 

is _ gotten, and the officer, at going out, told me in a whiſ- 
cd pers © One of * aſſociates has — hanged him- 


= 25 „ ſelf.“ . 
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Wie toi: unpart my nnn 
it- could;be only my kind, my honeſt Get. 


Lo 


1 


3 #2 <a gloomy , thoughts, and Jament- 


gthe —— ſo worthy a/ fellow, 1 
ne hodepmadlek Wah i 
would :xtifcover my accomplice.; I knocked. at the 
Arge ſired to. peak to. the oſſicer 1 he me to. the 
window; and aſked What IL Wanted; I requeſted; he 
would inform the ee that, if he would fend me 

Gaps: ,? diet ebe : 


=: Thefe:were- ode 5 bene time was 
granted; — Mut, and I:left; alone. I ſat 
myſelfdown; began to write on my night-table, and 
was about to inſert the name of Gefhardt, but my 
blood thrilled, .andſhrunk hack tomy heart. I ſhi 

; roſe;:went to the aperture of the window, and 


called, Is there no man Who, in compaſſron, will 


tell me the name of him Who has hanged! himlelf, 
ce that I may deliver many others from deſtruttion 1 
The window: vas mot nailed 3 the next day. 
therefore rapped five pi aper, threv bay 
out, called tothe ending n «. Friend, take 
«theſe, and fave thy r nor go, betray me, 
and bring down innocent blood upon thy head!“ 
The paper was taken up; a pauſe of ſilence enſued; 


I heard ſighs, and, preſently aſter, a lo voice ſaid. 


His name is Scütz, he belonged to the company of 


Rips.“ © I-had never heard che name before, or 


known the man, hut I, bowever,- immediately wrote 


- Seitz; inſtead of Gefhardt. Having finiſhed the let- 


ter, I called the lieutenant; ho took that and the 
light away, and again barred 2 the door of my dun- 
geon. The Duke, however, ſuſpected there muſt be 


ſome collufion, and every thing: remained in the; ſame 


Nate ; I obtained neither hearing nor courtimartial. I 
learned, in the ſequel, the following circumſtances, 
which will e the . — this ene ins- 
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diamond ſhirt buckle, 
which I had load 


thanked me for havi 


BARON TRENCK. 493 


While LWas impriſoned in the citadel; ya” centinel 


came to the poſt under my window, e and blaf- 


hemed, exclaimed aloud “ Damen: the Pruſſian ſer- 
vice! If Trenck only knew my mind, he would not 
long continue in his infernal hole!“ 1 entered into 
diſcourſe with him, and he told me, if I could give 
him money to purchaſe x boat, in which he might 


croſs the Elbe, he would ſoon make my doors fly den, 


and ſet me fene EE * 
Money at that time I had none.; . 1 


un hundred florins, 
never heard more from 
this man; he ſpoke to me no more. He often ſtood 
centinel over me, which I knew by his Weſtphalian 
dialect, and I as often addreſſed myvſelf to him, but 1 in- 
effeRually, he would make no anſwer. | 

This Schütz muſt have ſold my buckle, and let his 


nant on guard ſaid to him You mult certainly be 
«the raſcal who carried Trenck's letter; you have, 
for ſome time paſt, ſpent much money, and we have 


gave kim'a 


riches he ſeen, for, when the duke left me; the lieute- 


* 


* feen you with louis d ors. How came you bythem? 


Schütz was terrified, his conſcience accuſed him, he 
imagined I ſhould betray him, he having deceived me, 
He, therefore, in the firſt agonies of deſpair, came to 


the paliſadoes, and, ene himſelf Bafom the door of my 


dun geon. 


How wonderful is 15 and of: e, The 
wicked man fell a ſacrifice to his crime, after having 


eſcaped a Whole year, and the faithful, the benevo- 


lent. hearted Gef hardt was thereby ſaved. 
The centinels were now doubled, that any inter- 
courle with them might be rendaredl more difficult. 


Gef hardt again ſtood guard, but he had ſcarcely op- | 


portugity, without danger, to fpeak-afew words: He 
ng preſerved him, wiſhed me bet- 


ter fortune, and telcas the garriſon,” in a few days, 


would take the field. 
This was dreadful news; my * en was de- | 


1 however, ſoon recovered 
rela, 


Rroyed at a Death 
8 


* *7 


"os 
1 


194 i THE n E or 


freſh hopes. The hole had ſunken was not diſcov- 
; ered: I had five hundred florins, candles, and imple- 
ments. T $44.8 | FEST 

The ſeven years war broke out about a week after, 
and the regiments: took the field. Major Weyner 
came, for the laſt time, and committed me to the care 
of the new major of the militia, Bruckhauſen, who 
was one of the moſt ſurly and ſtupid of men. I ſhall 
often have occaſion to mention this man. 

All the majors and lieutenants of the guard, who 

had treated me with cappaſſion and efteem, now de- 
parted; and I became ati old priſoner in a new world, 
I acquired greater confidence, however, by remember- 
ing that both officers and men in the militia were 
much eaſier to gain over than in the regulars; the 
truth of which opinion was ſoon confirmed to me. 

Four heutenants were appointed, with their men, 
to mount guard at the Star-Fort in turn, and, before a 
year had paſſed, three of them were in my intereſt. 

The regiments had ſcarcely taken the field ere the 
new governor, : General Borck, entered my priſon 
ke what he was, an imperious, cruel tyrant, The 

King, in giving him the command, had informed him 
he muſt anſwer for my perſon with his head; he 
therefore had full power to treat me with whatever 

ſeverity he pleaſed.” 4 

Borck was a ſtupid man, of an unfeeling heart, the 
ſlave of deſpotic orders, and, as often as he thought it 
poſſible I might rid myſelf of my fetters, and eſcape, 
his heart palpitated with fear. In addition to this, 
he conſidered me as the vileſt of men and traitors, ſee- 

ing his King had condemned me to impriſonment ſo il 
cruel, and his. barbarity toward me was thus the effect 

of character, and meanneſs of ſoul, He entered my 
dungeon, not as an officer, to viſit a brother officer in 
miſery, but as an executioner to a felon, Smiths then 
made their appearance, and a monſtrous iron collar of a 
hand's bow, was put round my neck; and connett- 
ed with the chains of the feet by additional heavy 

links, as may be ſeen in the plate, My window the 

1 | „„ Walle 


l — —H — 1 
* N . * — — — 0 —_ 2 To OIY - IE to nia * 2 * — * a . 
— 2 "ne . - : 2 : : 22 \ 
- * 4 - "of 4 Rs ad _ — 2 2 — * — E 
— 7 ad — — 2 2 2 - 
* INS * N 4 — "7 
= a - 2.2 {+ — II * 4 x - 
F Lv - — 2 i * - 4 : 
* 2 ä 1 * — I "0 
— "4 - — . as Yo * Schon n 


I 
* _ — 


= © 
BS" = IT ” 3 * 


4 e 
Z =. 


22 : \ 
. pre DIES 4 — — f 2 — —_ k . — — r — —e— — YI * . - * 2 LC” 
4 a 7 = * A — - p == — = — * — 
— = : 5 — 7 r A 2 — 2 —ů— 
— l - S 2 5 2 — Fs — — — * 
5 on 2 < W . nn nies Ear” * 2 2 . 1 fn — ww — — 2 . 
3 * — 3 g 71 A — = — — — - — — = — 
* * * 2 i _ "=" 0677 — — 
K . — — * 22 — — — 
- 4 - L- x - — 2 hee . * 7 
— ů — — 
2 2 > 
IF EAR - 1 IEIE”-- 7 
4 * 9 —y 
* — — — 
— 7 : 4 


== 


q 
M 

9 10 . 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i ' 


—-- _— Ox 
£ = 
4 * 


1 * 
YER 


BARON TRENCK, 195 


walled up, except a {mall air hole. He even at length 
took away my bed, gave me no ſtraw, and quitted me 


with a thouſand revilings on the Empreſs Queen, her 


whole army, and myſelf. In words however I was 


little in his debt, and he was enraged even to mad- 


nels... +4 #4 1 
What my ſituation was under this additional load 


of tyranny, and the command of a man ſo void of hu- 
man pity, the reader muſt imagine. My greateſt good 


fortune conſiſted in the ability I ſtill had to diſen- 


cumber myſelf of all the irons that were connected 

with the ankle rims, and the proviſion I had of light, 
aper and implements; and though it was apparently 

impoſſible I ſhould break out undiſcovered by both | 


centinels, yet had I the remaining hope of gaining 


ſome officer by money, who as in Glatz, ſhould aſſiſt 


my eſcape. 


— 


Had the commands of the King been literally ins "2 


Y 


ed, eſcape would have been wholly impoſſible. ; for by 


this all communication would have been cut totally off 


with the centinels. To this effect the four keys of 


the four doors were each to be kept by different per- 


ſons ; one With the governar, another with the tooẽn 


major, the third with the major of the day, and the 


fourth with the lieutenant of the guard. I never could 
have found opportunity to have ſpoken with any one 


of them ſingly. Theſe commands at firſt were rigidly 


obſerved, with this exception, that the governor made 
his N every week. Magdeburg became 
lo full of prifoners that the town- major was obliged 
to deliver his key to the major of the day, and the 
governor's viſitations wholly ſubſided, the citadel be- 

ing an Engliſh mile and a half diſtant from the Star- 


Fort. | 8 A : Dy 
General Walrabe,* who had been a priſoner ever 


fince the year 1746, was alſo at the Star-Fort, but he 


had 


_ * Valrave (or Walrabe) had long been ſuſpected of © 
partuality to Auſtria, he being a bigotte"'. catholic. He 
was at length betrayed by. a mijtr2js, for whoſe huſband + 


's for 


196 D F.Þ ut 5 
apartments, and three thouſand rix dollars a year, The 
major of the day and the officers of the guard dined 
with him daily, and generally ſtaid till evening, Ei- 
ther from compaſſion, or a concurrence of fortunate 
circumſtances, theſe gentlemen entruſted the keys to 
the lieutenant on guard, by which means I could 

peak with each of them alone when they made their 
vilit,*and they themſelves at length {ought theſe op- 
portunities. My conſequent undertakings I ſhall re- 
late with all brevity, that I may not fatigue the reader 
with all the arts and inventions of a wretched priſon- 
er endeavouring to efcape, 

Borck had ſeletted three majors and four lieuten- 
ants only for this ſervice, as thoſe he beſt could truſt. 
My fituation was truly deplorable. The enormous 
iron round my neck pained me and prevented motion, 
and I durſt not attempt to diſengage myſelf from the 

endant chains, till I had for ſome months carefully 
obſerved the mode of their examination, and which 
parts they ſuppoſed were perfectly ſecure. The cru- 
elty of depriving me of my bed was {till greater: I 
Was obliged to fit on the bare ground, and lean with 
my head againſt the damp wall. The chains that de- 
ſcended from the neck-collar were obliged to be {ap- 
ported firſt with one hand, and then with the other, 
for if thrown behind they would have ftrangled me, 
and if hanging forward, occaſioned moſt exceſſive 
head achs. The bar between my hands held one 
down while leaning on my elbow ; I ſuMrted with + 
the other my chains, and this fo benumbed the mul- 
cles, and prevented circulation, that I could perceive 
my arms ſenſibly waſte away. The little ſteep Lcould 

| PEE RF have 
{for ſhe was married) he had obtained the digniiy of coun- 
fellor. Frederic, when he granted the title, told Waldrabe, 
it certainly became the miſtreſs of a general to have a coun- 
fellor for a huſband, He was ſuperintendant of the forti- 
fications, and was confined. not according to Fiſcher, in 1740, 
but in 1748, in a priſon himſelf had built at Magdeburg. 
See Fiſcher as Fried, JJ. Che 
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have in ſuch a ſituation may caſily be ſuppoſed, and at 


length body and mind ſunk under this accumulation 
of miſerable ſuffering, and I fell ill of a burning fever. 
The tyrant Borck was inexorable ; he wiſhed to 
expedite my death, and id himſelf of his troubles and 
his terrors. Here did I experience what was the la- 
mentable condition of a ſick priſoner, without bed, 
refreſhment, or aid from human being. Reaſon, for- 


titude, heroiſm, all the noble qualities of the mind, 


decay when the corporal: faculties are diſeaſed, and 
the remembrance of my ſuffermgs, at this dreadful 
moment, {till agitates, ſtill inflames my blood, fo as 
almoſt to prevent an attempt to deſcribe what they 


Were. 8 


Vet hope had not totally forfaken me. Del'ver- 


| ance ſeemed poſſible, eſpecially ſhould peace enſue ; 


and I ſuſtained, perhaps what mortal man never bore, 


except myſelf, being, as I was, provided with piſtols, 


or any fuch immediate mode of diſpatch. 
I continued ill about two months, and was fo re- 


duced at laſt, that I had ſcarcely ſtrength to lift the 


water jug to my mouth. What maſt the ſufferings of 
that man be who ſets two months on the bare ground 
in a dungeon ſo damp, fo dark, ſo horrible, without 
hed or ſtraw, his limbs loaded as mine were, with no 


refre{hment but dry ammunition. bread, without ſo 
much as à drop of broth, without phyſic, without 


12 ue and who under all theſe afflictions, 
muſt truſt for his recovery, to the efforts of nature 
ala; 025 £5477 4 INE 5 


* 


» Sitknels itfelf is ſufficient to humble the mightieſt 


mind; what then is fickneſs, with ſuch addition of 


torment ? The burning fever, the violent head achs, 


my neck ſwelled and inflamed with the irons, enraged 


me almoſt to madneſs. The fever, and the fetters togeth- 


er fleed my body, ſo that it appeared like one continued 


wound. Enough! Enough! The male factor extended 
living on the wheel; to whom the cruel executioner re- 


fuſes the laſt ſtroke, the blow of death, muſt yet in ſome 
ſhort period expire: He ſuffers nothing 1 did not 


8 2 | . 
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then ſuffer, and theſe my excruciating pangs continu- 
ed two dreadful months. Yet can it be ſuppoſed ? 
There came a day! A day of horror, when theſe mor- 
tal pangs were beyond imagination incręaſed ! I ſat 
Tcorched with this intolerable fever, in which nature 
and death were contending, ana when attempting i to 
quench my burning entrails with cold water, the jug 
dropped from my feeble hands and broke! 1 had four 
and twenty hours to remain without water. So in- 
tolerable, ſo devouring was my thirſt, I could have 
- drank human blood! Ay, in my madneſs, had it been 
the blood: of my father! #34 $85.4, 3.» 
Willingly would I have ſeized my. piſtols, but 
ſtrength had forſaken me ; I could not open the place 
I was obliged to render ſo ſecure. e 
My viſitors, next day, ſuppoſed me gone at laſt— 
I lay motionleſs, with my tongue out of my mouth, 
They poured water down my throat, and found life. 
Oh God! Oh Ged! How pure, how: delicious, 
how-exquiſite was this water! My inſatiable thirſt 
ſoon emptied the jug ; they filled it anew, bade me 
 Farewel, hoped death would ſoon relieye my mortal 
ſufferings, and departed. _ 8985 | 
The lamentable ſtate in which I lay, at length be- 
came fo much the ſubject of general converſation, that 
all the ladies of the town united with the officers, and 
prevailed on the tyrant Borck, to reſtore me my bed. 
Oh Nature, what are thy operations? From the 
Cay I drank water in ſuch exceſs I gatEred ſtrength, 
and to the aſtoniſhment of every one, ſoon recovered. 
I had moved the heart of the officer who' inſpected 
my priſon. ; and after fix months, ſix cruel months, of 
added miſery, the day of hope again began to dawn. 
One of the majors of the day entruſted his key. to 
Lieutenant Sonntag, who came alone, ſpoke in confi- 
dence, and related his own' ſituation, complained} of 
his debts, his poverty, his nece ſſities; and Þ made 
him a preſent of twenty-five louis chors, for which 


he was ſo grateful that our friendſhip became unſhak- 
el» 4. SY 00 


The 
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The three lieutenants all commiſerated me, and 
would fit hours with me when à certain major had 


the inſpection; and he himſelf, after a time would 


even paſs half the day with me. He too was poor, 
and I gave him a draft for three thouſand florins: 
Hence new projects took birth. Money became ne- 


ceſſary; I had diſperſed all I poſfefſed, a hundred flo- 


rins excepted, among the officers. - The eldeſt ſon of 


Captain K——, who officiated ' as major, had been 
<aſhiered : His father complained to me of his diſtreſs, 
and I fent him to my fiſter, not far from Berlin, 


from whom he received a hundred ducats. He re- 


turned, and related her joy at hearing from me. He 
found her exceedingly ill, and ſhe informed me in a 
few lines, that my misfortunes and the treachery of 
WMieingarten, had entailed poverty upon her, and an 

_ Jllneſs which had endured more than two years. She 


wiſhed me a happy deliverance from my chains, and 


in expectation of death, committed her children tomy 
pron She however grew better, and married a 
ſecond time, Colonel Pape ; but died in the year 1758. 
] ſhall forbear to relate her hiſtory ; it indeed does no 
honour to the aſhes of Frederic, and would but leſs 
diſpoſe my own heart to forgiveneſs, by reviving the 
memory of her oppreſſions and griefs. FL 
Kn returned happy with the money: All 


things were concerted with the father. | I wrote to 


the CounteſsBeſtuchef, alſo to the Grand Duke, at- 


terwards Peter III. recommended the young ſoldier, 


and entreated every poſſible ſuccour for myfelf. 

K n departed through Hamburg for Peterſburg, 
where, in conſequence of my recommendation, he be- 
came a captain, and in a ſhort time, major. He took 
his meaſures ſo well, that I, by the intervention of his 
father and a Hamburgh merchant, received two thou- 


land rubles from the Counteſs, While the ſervice he 


rendered me made his own fortune in Ruſſia 


To old K——, who was as poor as he was honeſt, ' 
1 gave three hundred ducats; and he till death, con- 


teaued my grateful friend. I diſtributed nearly as much 
1 BS 180 ta 
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to the other G and matters proceeded fo far 


that Lieutenant Glotin gave back the keys to the ma- 


jor without locking my priſon, himſelf paſſing half the 
night with me. Money Was given to the guard to 
drink, and thus every thing ſucceeded to my wiſh, 
and.the tyrant Borck was deceived. I had a ſupply 
of light; had books, newipapers, and my dayspalſed 
ſwiftly away, I read, I wrote, I buſied myſelf ſo 
thoroughly. that I almoſt forgot I was a priſoner, — 
When, indeed, che ſurly dull block head, M lajor Bruck- 
bavſen, had the inſpection, every thing muſt be care- 
fully reinſtated. Major Z 
three, was alſo wholly mine. He was particularly at- 
tached to me, for I had promiſed to marry his daugh- 
ter, and ſhould: die in prifon, bequeathed him a leg- 
acy of ten thouſand florins. 

Lieutenant Sonntag got falſe handcuffs de ſor me, 
that were ſo wide I could eaſily draw my hands out; 
the lieutenants only examined my irons; the new 


hand- cuffs were made perfectly ſimilar to the old, and 


Bruckhauſen had too much ſtupidity to remark. any 
difference. 

The remainder. of my chains I could. . 
myſelf of at pleaſure. When I exerciſed myſelf 1 
held them in my hands, that the centinels might be 
deceived by their clanking. The neck- iron was the 
only one I durſt not remove; it was likewiſe too 
ſtrongly rivetted. I filed through the upper link of 


the pendent chain however, by which means I could 


take it off, and this I concealed with bread in the 
manner: before mentioned. 


So could Idiſencumher myſelf of moſt of 1 my ſetters, . 


and ſleep at caſe, I again obtained Tauſages and cold 
meat, and thus my ſituation, bad as it ſtill Was, hecame 
leſs miſerable. . Liberty ſtill, however, was moſt deſir- 
able: But alas! not one of the three lieutenants had the 
courage 


ſuaſion was in vain, with men determined to riſk no- 


thing, but if they w ent, to go in ſafety. | W 1 ind leck 


W 


, the ſecond. of the 


of a Schell: Saxony too was in the hands of the 
Pruſhans, and flight therefore more dangerous. Per- 
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was not wanting in Glotin RF) Sonntag; but the 


firſt was a poltroon, and the latter a man of Teri les, 


who likewiſe thought this ſtep might be the ruin of 
his brother in Berlin. 

The centinels were doubled, therefore my W 
through my hole, which had been two years dug, 
could not, unperceived! by them, be effected; fill 
leſs could E in face of the guard, clamber the twelve 


feet high paliſadoes. The following labour, therefore, 


though Herculean, was undertaken. 


Lieutenant Sonntag. meafuring the interval between | 
the hole I had dug and the entrance of the gallery in 


the principal rampart, found it to be thirty- ſeven feet. 


Into this it was poſſible I might, by mining, penetrate. 


The difficulty of the enterpriſe was lefiened. by 
the nature of the ground, a fine white ſand, Could 
I reach the gallery my freedom was certain. 1 
had been informed how many ſteps to the right 
or left muſt be taken, to find the door that led 
to the ſecond rampart: And on the day when 1 


ſhould be ready for flight, the officer was ſecret- 


ly to leave this door open. I had light and min- 
ing tools, and I Was further to rely” on money and 
my own diſcretion. | 
1 began and continued this our Aoi fix he: 
I have already noticed the difficulty of ſcraping out 
the earth with my hands. The noiſe of inſtruments . 
would have been heard by the centinels; I had ſcarce- 
ly mined beyond my dungeon wall before I diſcover- 
ed the foundation of the rampart was not more than a 
ſoot deep, a capital error, certainly in ſo important a' 
fortreſs. My labour became the lighter, as I could re- 
move the foundation ſtones of ny dungeon, and Was 
not obliged to mine ſo deep. 
My work at firft proceeded ſo rapidly, that oth 
I had room to throw back my fand, I was able in one 
night to gain three ſeet; but ere. 1 proceeded ten fect 
1 diſcovered all my difficulties. Before 1 could con- 
tinue my work I was obliged to make room for my- 
elf, by empty ing __ fad out of my hole * 
OO 
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floor of the priſon, and this itſelf was an employment 
of ſome hours. The fand was obliged to be thrown 
out by the hand, and after it thus lay heaped in my | 
riſon, muſt be again returned into the hole, and. I 
have calculated that, after I had proceeded twenty 
feet, I was obliged to creep under ground in my hole,. 
from fifteen hundred to two thouſand fathoms, with- 
in twenty four hours, in the removal and replacing 
of the ſand, This labour ended, care was to be taken 
that in none of the crevices of the floor, there might 
be any appearance of this fine white fand, The floor. 
ing was next to be exactly replaced, and my chains to 
be reſumed. So ſevere was the fatigue of one day in 
this mode, that I was always obliged to reſt the three 
following. a 5 e e ES 
Jo reduce my labour as much as poſſible, I was 
conſtrained. to make the paſſage fo ſmall that my body 
only had ſpace to paſs, and J had not room to draw 
my arm back. tomy head. The work too muſt all be 
done naked, otherwiſe the dirtineſs of my ſhirt muſt. 
have been remarked : The ſand was wet, water being 
found at the depth of four feet, where the ſtratum of 
gravel began. At length the expedient of ſand bags 
occurred to me; by which it might be removed 
out and. in more expeditiouſly. I obtained linen 
from the officers, but net in ee ; ſuſ- 
picions would have been excited at obſerving ſo 
"th much linen brought into the priſon, ; At laſt I took 
my ſheetsand the ticking that incloſed my ſtraw, and 
cut them up for ſand bags, taking care to lie down on 
my bed, as if ill, when Bruckhauſen paid his viſits. 
The labour toward the concluſion, became ſo intol- 
erable as to incite defſpondency. I frequently ſat con- 
templating the heaps of ſand, during a momentary reſ- 
pite from work, and thinking it impoſſible I could 
have ſtrength or time again to replace all things as 
they were, reſolving patiently to Wait che conſequence, 
and leave every thing 1n its prefent diſorder. No, I 
ean, aſſure the reader, that to effect concealment, I have 
ſcarcely had time in twenty-four hours, to fit 3 
5 . | : N N | and 
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and eat a morſel of bread.” Recollecting, however, 
the prodigious efforts, and all the progreſs I had made,” 
hope would again revive, and exhauſted ſtrength re- 
turn; again would I begin my labours, that I might 
preſerve my ſecret and my expectations; yet has it 
frequently happened that my viſitors have emered a 
few minutes after I had reinftated every' thing in its 
lace. . 64 x OE SY ATE Rs 
: When my work was within ſix or ſeven feet 
of being accompliſhed, a new misfortune happened 
that at once fruſtrated all further attempts. I Work 
ed, as I have ſaid, under the foundation of the 
rampart near where the centinel ſtood. I could dif- 
encumher myſelf of my fetters, except my neck-collar, 
and its pendent chain. This as I worked, though it 
had been faſtenea, got looſe, and the clanking was 
heard by one of the centinels about fifteen feet from 
my dungeon. The officer was called, they laid their 
ears to the ground, and heard me as I went backward 
and forward to bring my earth bags. This was re- 
orted the next day, and the major, who was my beſt 
K with the town major and a ſmith and maſon, - 
entered my priſon. I was terrified. The Lieutenant, 
by a ſign, gave me to underſtand I was diſcovered. An 
examination was begun, butthe officers would not ſec, 
and the ſmith and maſon found every thing, as they 
thought, ſafe. Had they examined my bed, they would 
have ſeen the ticking and ſheets were gone. 
The town-major was a dull man, was perſuaded the 
thing was impoſſible, and ſaid tothe centinel © block- 
4 head?! You have heard ſome mole under ground, 
and not Trenk. 'How indeed could it be, that he 
* ſhould work under ground at ſuch a diſtance: from 
© his dungeon?“ Here the ſcrutiny ended. S 
There was now no time for delay. Had they altered 
their hour of coming, they muſt have found me at 
work ; but this during ten years never happened, for 
the governor and town-major were ſtupid men, and 
the others wiſhing me all ſucceſs, were wilfully blind, 


= 


Inna few days I could have broken out, but when pre- i 
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; pared, wiſhed to wait for the viſitation day of the man 
who had treated me fo tyrannically, Brackhauſen, 
that his own neghgenge might be evident, but this 
man, though he wanted underſtanding, did not want 
good fortune. He was ill for ſome time, and his duty 


devolved on K 


| He recovered, and the viſitation being over, the 
doors were no ſooner barred than I began my ſup. 
: poſed, laſt labour. I had only three feet farther to 
L proceed, and it was no longer neceſſary 1 ſhould bring 
out the ſand, I having room enough to throw it be- 
hind me. What my anxiety. was, what my exertions 
were, may well be imagined, . My evil genius, how- 
ever, had decreed that the ſame centinel, who had 
heard me before ſhould be that day on guard. Tie 
as piqued by vanity to prove he was not the block- 
head he had been called: He therefore again laid his 
ear to the ground, and again, heard me burrowing. 
He called his comrades firſt, next the major: He came 
and heard me likewiſe ; accordingly they went with- 
out the paliſadoes, and heard me working near the 
door, at which place I was to break into the gallery. 
This door they immediately opened, entered the gal- 
lery with lanthorns, and waited to catch the hunted 
foxwhen.uncarthed. nt. nn 8 
Through the firſt ſmall breach I made, I perceived 
-a light, and ſaw the heads of thoſe who were expecting 
me. This was indeed a thunder ftroke ! I crept back, 
made my way through the ſand I had caſt behind me, 
and awaited my fate with ſhuddering ! I had ſtill the 
preſence of mind to conceal my piſtols, candles, paper, 
and ſome money, under the floor which I could re- 
move. The money was diſpoſed of in various holes, 
well concealed, alſo between the pannels of the doors; 
and under different cracks in the floor, I hid my ſmall 


files and knives. 3 


Scarcely were theſe diſpoſed of before the doors 
reſounded ; the floor. was covered with ſand and 
ſand bags; my hand-cuffs, however and the ſeparat- 
pg bar, I had haſtily reſumed, that they might yy 
3 | oh | pole 
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poſe I had worked with them on, which they were 
filly enough to credit, highly to my future advantage. 
No man was more buſy on this occaſion: chan the 
brutal and ſtupid Bruckhauſen, who put mar inter- 
rogatories, to which I made no reply, except aſſuring 


| him that I ſhould have completed my work ſome days: 


ſooner, had it not been his good fortune to fall fick, 
and that this only had been the cauſe of my failure. 
The man Was abſolutely terrified with apprehen- 


fon: he began to fear we, grew-more polite, and even 


ſuppoſed nothing was impoſſible to ue. 

It was too late to remove the ſand, therefore the 
leutenant and guard continued with me, ſo that this 
night, at leaſt, I did not want company. When the 


morning came, the hole was firſt filled and walled ups; 


the planking was renewed. The tyrant Borck Was 
ill, and could not come, otherwiſe my treatment would 
have been ſtill more lamentable. The ſmiths had 
ended before the evening, and the irons were heavier 
than ever. The foct chains, inſtead of being faſten- 


ed as before, were ſcrewed and rivetted; all things 


clſc remained as formerly. They were employed in 


the flooring till the next day, ſo that I could not leepy 


and at laſt I ſankdown with wearineſs. 
The greateſt of my misfortunes was, they again de- 


8 me of my bed, becauſe I had cut it up for fand 


ags. Before the doors were barred, Bruckhauſen, 


and another major examined my hody very narrowly. 


They often had aſked me, where I concealed all my 
implements? My anfwer was, Gentlemen, Beelze- 
bub is my beſt and moſt intimate friend; he brings 
me every thing I want, ſupplies me with light, we 


© play whole nights at piquet, and, guard me as you 
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leaſe, he will finally deliver me out of your po-- 


* er.“ 


Some were aſtoniſhed, others laughed. At length, 


as they were barring the laſt door, I called, Come 


back, gentlemen ! You have forgotten ſomething of 
great importance.“ In the interim I had taken up 


one of my hidden files. When they returned, Look 


* 
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ye, gentlemen,” ſaid I, here is a proof of the 
„ friendſhip Beelzebub has for me; he has brought 
me this in a twinkling.” Again they examined, and 
again they hut their doors. While they were ſo do- 
ing, I took out a knife, and ten ſouis- d'ors, called, and 
they returned, grumbling curſes: I then ſhnowed them 
the knife and the louis-d'ors. Their conſternation 
was exceſſive ; and I diverted my misfortunes, by 
jeſting at ſuch blundering, ſhort-ſighted keepers. It 
Was ſoon rumoured through Magdeburg, eſpecially 
among the ſimple and the vulgar, that I was a magi- 
cian, to whom the devil brought all I aſked. 
One Major Holtzkammer, a very ſelfiſh man, prof- 
ited by this report. A fooliſh citizen had offered him 
fifty dollars, if he might only be permitted to ſee me 
through the door, being very defirous to have a peep 
at a wizard, Holtzkammer told me, and we jointly 
determined to {port with his credulity, The major 
gave me a maſk, with a monſtrous noſe, which I put 
on when the doors were opening, and threw myſelf in- 
to a heroic attitude, The affrighted Burger drew back, 
but Holtzkammer topped him, and ſaid, have patience | 
but for ſome quarter of an hour, and you ſhall ſee he 
will aſſume quite a different countenance. The Bur- 
ger waited, my maſk was thrown by, and my face ap- 
peared whitened with chalk, and made ghaſtly. The 
Burger again ſhrank back; Holtzkammer kept him 
in converiation, and I aſſumed a third farcical form. I 
tied my hair under my noſe, and a pewter diſh to my 
| breaſt, and, when the door a third time opened, I thun- 
dered, © Begone, raſcals, or I'll ſet your necks a- 
wry !” They both ran, and the filly Burger, caſed of 
nis fifty dollars, ſcampered firſt, © 
The major in vain laid his injunftions on the Bur- 
ger never to reveal what: he had beheld, it being a 
breach of auty in him to admit any perſon whatever 
to the ſight of me. In a few days, the necromancer 
Trenck was the theme of every ale houſe in Magde- 
burg, and the perſon was named who had ſeen me 
Change my form thrice in the ſpace of one hour. Ma- 
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ny falfe and ridiculous circumſtances were added, and 
at laſt the ſtory reached the govermor's ears. Ihe cit- 
izen was cited, and offered to take his oath. to the 
truth of what himſelf, and; the major, had ſeen. . 
Holtzkammer, accordingly taffered_ a ſevere, repri- | 
mand, and was ſome days put under arreſt, We Al 
quently laughed, however, at this adventure, whic 
had rendered me ſo much the fubjeft of converfation. 
Miraculous reports were the more calily credited, be- 
cauſe no one could comprehend how, in deſpite of the 
load of irons I carried, and all the vigilence of my 
guards, I ſhould be continually able to make new at- 
tempts, while thoſe appointed to examine my dungeon 
ſeemeqd, as it were, blinded and bewildered. A proof, 
this, hom eaſy it is to deceive the, credulous, and 
whencs. have originated witchcraft, prophecies and 
miracle ! 8 
My laſt undertaking. had employed me more than 
twelve months, and ſo weakened me that I appeared 
little better than a fkeleton. Notwithſtanding the 
greatneſs of my ſpirit, I ſhould; have funken into de- 
 ſpondency, at ſeeing an end, like this, to allmy labours, 
had I not ſtill cheriſhed, a ſecret hope of eſcaping, 
founded on the friends J had gained among the oft 
cer Tha? S 
I ſoon felt the effects of the loſs of my bed, and was pe 
a ſecond time attacked by a violent fever, which would Fo 
this time certainly have conſumed me, had not the 
officers, unknown to the governor, treated me with all 
poſſible compaſſion. Bruckhauſen alone, continued 
my enemy, and the ſlave of his orders: On his day of 
examination, rules and commands, in all their _rigour, 
were obſerved, nor durſt I free myſelf from my irons, 
till J had for ſome weeks remarked thoſe parts on 
which he invariably fixed his attention. I then cut 
through the link, and cloſed up the vacancy with 
bread. My — 4 could always draw out, eſpecially _ 
after illneſs had conſumed the fleſh. off my bones. 
Half a year had elapſed before I had recovered ſuf- 


bcient Krength to undertake anew, labours like the _ 
paſt. | Cn epi e 
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Neceſfity at len th ime: mie the means of driving 
Btuckhaufan from my dungeon, and of inducing him 
to commit his office to another.” 1 learnt his elfa@ory 
nerves were ſomewhat delicate, and, whenever 1 heard 
the doors unbir, I tobk care to make a ſtir in my 
| Pight-table. This made him give back, and at length 
he would come no farther than the door. Such are. 
the hard expedients'of a Poor, unhappy prifoner ? 
N One day he came, bloated with pride, juſt after a 
> Fourier had brought the news of viftery, and poke of 
I the Auftrfans, and the auguft perfon of the Empreſs- 
Queen, with fo much virutence' that, at laſt, enraged 
almoſt to'madnefs, I fnatched the FOR öf an oices 
from its ſheath, Ana ſhould certainly have ended him, 
Had he not mate 4 halty retreat, From that day for- 
ward he durſt no more come without guards to exam- 
ine the dungeon. Two men always preceded him, 
with their bayonets fixed, and their pieces preſerited, 
behind Shot ne Rdod at he dber. Thiswis #idther | 
fortunate incident, as I dreaded ofly his examination. 
The following anecdote will afford a Fpecimen of 
Ibis man's underſtin mg. While digging" in the carth, 
1 found a cannon ball. anck laid it in the mickdte of my 
priſon. When he came to examuẽ,A- What in the 
name of God is that ?” faid he. © It is a part of the 
< ammunition,” anfivered I, that my; Familiar brings. 
40 ne. The cannon will be here anon, na - you will 
de then ſee fine fport P' He Was altoriſhed, told this 
to others, nor cold conceive fach a ball might by arty 
natural means enter my priſon. 
Lwrote a ſatire on Rim, when the late Laridgrave Of 
Heffe-Caſſel was governor « of Magdeburg, and ! hat 
5 e to Write, as Will hereafter 1 71 The 
andgrave gave it to him, to read hit and fo 
grofs Was his coneeption, that, though his own phrafe-. 
ology' was introduced, part of his -hiſtory, and his 
character painted, ret did he not perceive the jelſt, 
but lauglied heartily with the Hhearers.. The Land- 
Save was highly diverted, and, after 1 obtained 
ede, reſtored me the "manuſcript written in my 
Bro | About 


ouring only to obtain freedom by ſe 
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About the time that my laſt attempt at elcaping 


failed, General Kruſemarck.came to my priſon, whom 
I had formerly lived with in habits ef intimacy, when 


cornet of the body- guard. Without teſtifying friend- 


hip, eſteem, or compaſſion, he aſked, among other 


things, in an authoritative tone, how I could empl 
my time to prevent tediouſneſs. I anſwered in a 
haughty a mood as he interrogated ; for never could 
misfortune bend my mind, I told. him I always 


could find ſources of entextainment in my ovn 
* thoughts, and that, as for my dreams, I unagined they 


* would at leaſt be as peaceful and pleaſant as thoſe 
* of my oppreſſors. Had you, in time,” rephed he, 
curbedꝭ this feryor of yours, had you aſked pardon. 
* of the King, perhaps you would = Deen in very 


* different cireumſtanees; oy he who has committed 


an offence in which he obWnately perſiſts, endeav- 


men. 


Juſtly was my anger reuſed ! Sir, anfwered T,- 
Nou axe a general of the King of Pruſſia, I am an 


perhaps deliver. me, er at leaſt revenge my death. 
© I have a conſciense void of reproach... You, . your- 
„ ſelf, well know I have not deſerved theſe chains. I 
© plaee-my hope in time, and the juſtneſt of my. cauſe, 
* cal umniated and condemned, as I have been, with- 


© out legal ſentence or hearing. In ſuch a ſituation 
the philoſopher will always be able to brave and de- 
* ſpiſe the tyrant. | 1 


Ile departed with threats, and his. laſt words were 


4 


ry quaxter of an hour, 
diately executed, .. 


* The bird ſhall. ſoon be taught to. ang another, tune: 
—The effects of this courteous viſit. were ſoon felt. 
An order came that I ſhould. be prevented ſleeping, 
and that the centinels ſhould call, and wake me eve- 
Which dreadſul order was imme 


This, was, indeed, à puniſhment intolerable to- na- 
ture { Vet did cuſtom, at length, teach me to anſwer- 


MY 


x. years did this unheard-of cruelty 
* continues 
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Jength put — tei a Ne before 15 "WAS. gar Pr 
from my dungeon, and once . e aercdd 
me to ſleep in peace. 5 

Under this new afftiction 1 wiote an Elegy, which 
may be found in the ſecond volume N n * phot 2 


ew LATE ich I. mall cite. 


Wake ine; ye nd, kan darkk; —— Avikest 
Sport with my woes, laugh loud at my miferies! 
— Heatken if you hear my neee — 2 Wr 

Of an inexorable Tyrant be ye ö : 

Ti inexorable inſtruments! Wake pigs ye faves 3 
Ve do but as you're bade. Soon ſhall he lie 
Sleepleſs, or, dreaming, the ſpectres of — 
Behold and Wwe opp Ane of voſt,” 


Walke te! Again the quarter Ariker l 1 Call loud! 1 
Rip up all my bleeding wounds, and ſhrink not! 
Yet think, tis I that anfwer, Cod that hears ! 
To every wretch in chains ſleep is permitted: 

I, I alone, am robb'd of this laſt refuge Wy” 
' Of ſinking nature! Hark! Again the ry wa TD 
ou — iterate you of Trenck an death 15 


Feste t thy lager, peace thow kuffering — 
Nor ee beat, adding tenfold pangs to” ee 


Ye burthened limbs ariſe from momentary 
nts Shake your chains! Murmur not, hut riſer 
Arid ye! Watch-dogs of —.— . let looſe 220 9 9 = 
Fear not, for Iam helpleſs, unprotefted.. - 
And yet, not fo—The noble mind, within ts 85 
Itſelf, re ſources finds innumerable. fx . 
Thou Oh God, thought ' ſt good me Cimpriſon ny 3 


5 Thou, Oh God, in Hy good thine, wilt me deliver. 1 


Wake me then, nor fear! My ſuut dun bers not, 5 
And who can ſay but thoſe WhO fetter re per? 
May, ere „ groan themſelves in fetters ? the 

a 3 
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Wake me! Pet Io k- deln A | 
_— Call Frommighttomorn, feven'ewili tte dawn 
Inceſſant#: Vea, im God's name, alp Cali: Ca¹ : 
Amen! Amen! Thy will, On Gad, be 
Vet furl thou at length ſhalt hear arp Sth — SS pu 

E Shalt b 1 1 — ae. pt GRE 
Creation Ven de wem Heav'n'ef n, yt 


* 

Wich wtletnrahthe: — torigh b. ones npled 
in nan nh „I halb not ventute to 
lay. The »>who was my friend, adviſed mei to 
oo in not Anfwering. 1] followed his adoice, and 

it produced this goed effect, that we mutually foreed 
each other to 2 eapitulation rota, bm e 
'bed, and Iwas obliged to reply. 


5 General Ts, b-governer Stilatic, was x 


diſpoſſeſſed of his ſt, and —— Reich- 
mann, the e 8 
ſub-gevernor. enen mii 
About the — ourt whe en Betitnzana 
the Queen, the Prinee of Pruſſia, the Princefs Amelia, 
and the Margrave Henry, choſe Magdeburg for their 
reſidence. Bruekhauſen grew more polite, probably, 
perceiving I was not Whelly defertedi nad tha it was 
yet poſſible I might obtain my freedom. The eruek 
are uf cowards, and there ieibealen to fuppole: 
Bruckhauſen — i 2 — to treat me With 
1 ͤĩ³“»1᷑/ ĩ 4 
The —— gevernor had: inet indeed the 
power to. lighten my chiains, or alter the ral'r 
lations: What —— he did. 16 hhe d bot oo. 
mand, he connived at the doors" being, oceaſtenally, 
at inſt, and at length, daily kept open ſome Hours, 10 
| _ dayrlight and freſh air. After a time they were 
en the WHDe day, and only elefed by the officers 
ien they returned from their viſit to Walrabe. 
Having light, I began to carve, with a nail on the 
; 1 — in which 1 * verſes and vari- 
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© Cups, at laſt, were: conſidered as 22 — both of 
engraving and invention, and were ſold dear as rare 
curioſities, {My firſt attempts were rude, as may well 
be imagined. - My cup was carried te town, and 
fhown ts viſitors by the governor, who ſent me an- 
other. I improved, and each of the inſpecting officers 
wiſhed to poſſeſs one. I grew. more expert, and 
ſpent a whole year in this employment, which thus 
4 — {ſwiftly away. The perfection had now ac- 

. quired obtained me the permiſſion of candle-light, 14 "1 

: is continued till I was reſtored to freedom. 

The King gave orders, theſe cups ſhould all be in- 
dpetled by government, becauſe I wiſhed, by my verſes 
and devices, to inform the world of my fate. But 
this command was not obeyed; the officers made 
* merchandize of my c and fold- them, at laſt, for 
Fo twelve ducats each. "6" value increaſed ſo much, 

when I was releaſed from priſon, that they are now to 
be found in various muſeums throughout Europe. 
Twelve years ago the late Landgrave oh Heſſe-Caſſel 
preſented one of them to my wife; and another came 
in a very unaccountable manner, from the Queen 
| Dowager of Pruſſia, to Paris. I have given prints of 
both theſe, with the verſes they contained, in my 
Works; wheghe it 1 . tes _ Eo ey 
were engrav a FFF EI 82 
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us Lob- 
kowitz, then a priſoner of war at Magdeburg, who on 
his return to Vienna, preſented it to the Emperor, 
who placed it in his muſeums, Among other devices 
on this cup was a landſcape, repreſenting a. vineyard 
and —— aud under it the. IG ys * 


14 — 33 — row ines to 
make every exertion for my deliverance, She Would 
1 0 at laſt, have even reſlanes me to my _ 


BARON 'TRENCK. © _ 


had not the poſſeſſors of them — 
had the herſelf lived one year 
engraved eups was I-mdebtedifor — re- ; 
membered at Vienna. On the ſame cup, alſo, was 
another engrav ing of a bird in a cage, held by a Turk, 
with the following infeription: Ile bird ſengs even in 
the form; open his cage, break his fetters; e friends f 
virtile and xis ſongs: Mall be tit delig lit of your abodes MN 
There is another remarkable circumſtance atten 
thefe cups. All were forbidden, under pain of death, 
to hold converſation with me, or to fupply me n 
pen and ink, yet, by this open permiſſion of writing 
what I pleaſed on pewter, was I enabled to inform the 
world of alt T wifhed, and to prove a man of merit 
was oppreſſed. The difficulties of this engraving will 
be conceived When it is re ered that I worked bye 
candle-light, on ſhining pewi attained the art of 
giving light and ſhade, and, by practice, could divide 
a cup into tWo and thirty compartments, 'as po 
ly with a ſtroke of the hand as with à pair of cempaſ- 
es. The writing was ſo minute that it could . 
read with glaſfes. I could uſe but one hand, -both 
being ſeparated by the bar, and therefore held the cup 
between my knees. My fole inſtrument was a ſharp- 
| ened nail, yet did I write two lines on the rim only. 
My labour became ſo exeeſſive that I Was in danger 
of diſtraction or blindnefs. Every body wiſhed for 
N cups and I Wiſhed to oblige every body, ſo that I 
WW worked eighteen hours a day. The reflection of the 
naht from the pewter Was. irjurious to my eyes, and 
L the labour of invention for appoſite fubjetts arid verſ- 
: es as moſt fatiguag. 1 had ne — anne 
8 ral drawing. 
| Enough of theſe (caps, w which procure ocured m fo YON 
honour, fo many — helped 10-fhorten ſo 
"W; mournfut heurs. My greateſt incumbrance 
he huge iron collar, with its enormous appenda- 
ges, mb, When fuffeteck to preſs the arteries in the- 
back of my neck, o&caſioned intolerable head achs. E 
dat too much, and athirbtime fell ck. A Brunſwie 
faufage,, 
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ſauſage, ſecretly gies: me by a friend, oceafioned an 
_ indigeſtion, which endangered my life a putrid fever 
followed, and my body was reduced to a ſkeleton. 

Medicines, however, were conveyed to me "my the of- 

| CIOS now and then, warm food. 

After my recovery IL again thought it ey to 
endeaveur to regain my liberty. I had but forty * 
d' ors remaining, and theſe 1 could not get till 1 had 
firſt broken up the flooring. 

Lieutenant Sonntag was conſumptive, ee 

his diſcharge. I fupplied him with money to defray 
the expenſes of his journey, and with an order that 
four hundred florins ſhould be annually paid him, front 
my effects, till his death or my releaſe,” 1 commiſſion- 
ed him to ſeek an audience from the Empreſs, endeay- 
our to excite her cgmpaſſion in my behalf, and to 
remit me four thou florins, for ado I gave a 
proper acquittance, by the way of Hamburg. The 
money draft was addreſſed to my d eee fi coun- 
ſellor Kempf and Huttner. 

But no one, alas, in Vienna, ed my return: 
They had already begun to ſhare my property, of 
which they never rendered me an account. Poor 
Sonntag was arreſted as a ſpy, impriſoned, ill treated 
for ſome weeks, and at laſt, When naked and deſtitute, 
received a hundred florins, and was eſcorted beyond 
the Auſtrian confines, - The worthy man fell a ſhame- 
ful ſacrifice to his honeſty, could never obtain an au- 
dience of the Emprefs, and returned, poor and miſera- - 
ble, on foot, to Berlin, where he was twelve months 
Fecretly maintained by his brother, and with whom he 
died. He wrote an account of all this to the good 
Knoblauch, my Hamburg agent, and I, from my | 
' fmall tore, ſent him a hundred ducats A 
How much muſt I deſpair of finding any place of 
refuge on earth, iat accounts ** theſe Hoa Vi- 
.cnna }:_- Ab + +} 
A Cree, whom 1 will never name, by the: aid. of 
one of the lieutenants, ſecretly viſited me, and ſuppl- 
La with ſix * ducats. * ſame 9 y 
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rial — Raron Riedt, at Berlin, for the 5 


Thus I had once more mne... 
_ About this time the French arn y advanced to with - 


in ive miles of Magdeburg. This important fortreſs 
was, at that time, the key-of the whole Pruſhan pow-. 


or. It required a garriſon of | ſixteen. thouſand men, 


and contained not more than ſifteen hundred. The 
French might have marched in unoppoſed, and at once 
have put an end to the war. The officers brought 
me all the news, and my hopes roſe as they approach - 


ed. What was my aſtoniſhment when the major in- 


formed me three waggons had entered the town in the 


night, had been ſent back loaded with money, and 
that the French were retreating This, I can aſſure 


my readers, on my honour, is lit ally truth, to the eter- 


nal diſgrace of the French general. The major, who 
informed me, was himſelf an eye-witneſs of the fact. 


It was pretended the money waggfor the army of the 


ing; it left the town without a convoy, and the 


were the allies f Maria Thereſa! The receivers of 


this money are known in Paris. Not only were my 
hopes this way fruſtrated, but in Ryſſia likewiſe, 
where the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, and he chancellor, 


were fallen into diſgrace. I now imagined another, 


and indeed a fgarful and dangerous project. The gar- 


riſon of Magdeburg, at this moment, conſiſted but of 


nine hundred militia, who were diſcontented men. 
Two majors and two lieutenants were in my intereſt, 
The guard of the Star- Fart amounted but to a hund- 
red and fifteen men. Fronting the gate of this fort 
was the town-gate, guarded only by twelv men and 
an inferior officer; beſide theſe lay the caſemates, in 
n were ſeven thouſand Croat priſoners. Baron 


K, a captain, and priſoner of war, alſo was P 


our intereſt, and would hold his comrades ready, at 


certain place and time, to ſupport my undertaking. 


Another 
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Another friend was, under ſome 6 his: * 
company ready, with their muſkets loaded, and the 
plan was ſuch that I ſhould; have had four fer | 
men in arms, to carry it into execution. e 
The officer was to have placed the two men we molt 

ſuſpected, and teared, as centinels over me; he was 
to command them to take away my bed, and when 
encumbered, I was to ſpring out, and ſhut them in 
the priſon, Clothing and arms were to have been 

rocured, and brought me into my -prifon'; the town- 
gate was to have been ſurpriſed; I was to have run. to 
the caſemate, and called to the Croats; c Prenck l To 
6 arms'F? My friends, at the ſame inſtant, were to 
break forth, and the p an on ſo well concerted thatit 
could not have failed. gdeburg; the magazine of 
the army, the royal . arſenal, all would have 
been mine; and ſix thouſand men, Who were 
then priſoners of . . would have enabled me to 8 
Poſſeſſion: 
The oft een iubeeret, by-whieh all this- was to 

have been effected, 1 dare not reveal; ſuffice it to 
ſay, every thing was provided for, every thing ſe- 
cure; I ſhall only add that the garriſon, in the harveſt 
months, Was exceedingly weakened, becauſe the 
farmers paid the captains a florin per man each day, 
and the men; for their labour, likewife, to obtain 
Hands. The ſab-povenor connived at the praffice. | 

One Lieutenant G. rocured a furlough, to 

viſit his friends; but, fapptied by me with money, he 
went to Views. 1 furnhed him with a letter, ad- 
dreſſed to Counſellors Kempf and Huttner, including 
à draft for two thouſand ducats; wherein 1 ſaid that, 
by theſe means, I ſheuld not only ſoon be at liberty, 
but in poſſeſſion of the fortreſs of 1 and 
that the heurer was intruſted with the reſt. 
The lieutenant came ſafe to Vienna, underwer 
thouſand interrogatories, and his name was re 


ly aſked. This, fortunately, he concealed. They 
adviſed him not to be concerned in fo dangerous an 
undertaking ; told him I had not ſo much * due 
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a to me, and gave him, inſtead of t] thouſand ducats, 
one thouſand florins. Witli eheſe he leſt Vienna, 
him ever more returning to Magdeburg. A month. 
had ſcarcely paſſed before the late Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, then chief governor, entered -my-prifon, thew - 
ed me my letter, and demanded to know who had 
carried the letter, and Who were to free me, and be- 
tray Magdeburg. Whether the letter was ſent imme · 
diately to the king, or the governor, I know not; it 
is ſuffreient that I was once more betrayed: at Vienna. 
| The truth was, the adminiſtrators of my effects had 
| ated as if 4-were deceaſed, and choſe not to refund 
5 two theuſand ducats. They wiſhed not I ſhould ob- 
ü tain my freedom; in a manner that would have obliged 
' the government to rewardime, and reſtore the'efftebts 
. they had embezzled, and thEeftates they had ſeized, 
) What happened-afterward in Vienna, which will be 
related in Rs place, will inconteftably prove this furs 
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) Veil . e eee 
4 Theſe bad men did not, it is true; die in the manner 
ws they ought, but they all are dead, and I am ſtill living, 
t and like an honeſt, though poor man; ſo did not they 
e die. Be this read and remembered by their luxurious 
7 heirs, who refuſe to reſtore my children to their rights, 
1 My confternation on the appearance of the Land- 
| grave, with my letter in his hand, may well be ſap= 
„ pole: 1 bad dhe preſence of mind, however, to den 
ie my hand writing, and affect aſtoniſhment at ſo erafty 
4. a trick. Ihe Landgrave endeavoured to con vict me, q 
ig told me what Lieutenant Kemnitz had repeated at =_ 
it, | Vienna, conceming my poſſeſſing myſelf of Magde. 
5. burg, and thereby Thewed me bow fully 1 had been 
od det rayed. But as no ſuch perſon exiſted as Lieuten- = 
ant Kemnitz, and as my friend had fortunately con- 
_ realed his name, the tniſtery remained impenetrable, 
eſpegially as no one could conc(eive how a prifener, = 
in my ſituat ion, could ſeduce or ſubdue, the/whole. 
garriſon. The worthy prince left my priſon, appar- | 
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ently ſatisfied. with, my, defence; his heart ſelt not 


ſatis faction in the misfortunes of others. 
; The next day a formal examination was; taken, at 
which the ſub-governor Reichmann preſded. I was 
accuſed as a traitor to my country, hut I obſtinately 
denied my hand writing. Proofs or witneſſes there 
were none, and in anſwer. to the principal charge, I 
ſaid, © I was DO EY: but a man calumniated, il- 
legally impriſoned, and loaded with irons; that the 
** King, in che year 1546, had caſhiered me, and con- 
« fiſcated my parental inheritance; that, therefore, 
the laws of nature enforced me to ſeek. honor and 
<< bread in a foreign ſervice; and that, finding theſe 
<« in; Auſtria, I was become an officer, and a faithful 
ſuhject of the Empreſs-Queen,; that 1 had been a 
*< ſecond time unoffendingly. impri ſoned 3 that he re I 
Vas treated as the worſt of malefactors, and that my 
only reſource was to ſeek my liberty, by ſuch means 
as Lcould: were I, therefore, in this attempt to do 
< itroy the very town of Magdeburg, and occaſion the 
© loſs. of a thouſand, lives, I ſhould, ſtill be guiltleſs. 
Had I been. heard, and legally ſentenced, previous 
_ to, my impriſonment at Glatz, 1 ſhould have been, 
* and have continued, a criminal; but not having 
been guilty.of. any, fmall, much leſs of any great 
* crime, equal to my puniſhment, if ſuch crime could 
be, I was, therefore not accountable for conſequen- 
ces: Iowed neither fidelity nor duty to the Kin | 
« of Fruſſia; for.by. the word of hib power,. he had 
« deprived me of, bread, honor, country and freedom.” 
Here the examination ended, without, farther dil- 
covery; the officers, however, falling under ſuſpicion, 
were all removed, and thus I loſt my bet. friends ; yet 
it was not long before I had gained two others, which 
was no difficult matter, as I knew the national charac- 
ter, and that none but poor men were made militia of- 
cers, Thus wWas the governor's precaution frui 


| andeyery body ſceretly wiſhed 1 might obtain v9 fee. 
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I ſhall never forget the noble manner in which 1 
Vas treated on this ocaſion by the Landgrave. This 
I perſonally acknowledged, ſome years afterward, in 
the city of Caſſel, when T heard many things which 

confirmed all my ſurmiſes concerning Vienna. The 

Landgrave received me with all grace, favour and diſ- 

tinction. I revere his memory, and feek to honor his 

name. He was the friend of misfortune. When I, 

not long afterward, fell ill, he ſent me his own phyſi- 
cian, and meat from his table, nor would he ſuffer me, 

during two months, to be waked by the centinels. He 

li kewiſe removed the dreadful collar from my neck; 

for which he was ſeverely reprimanded by the King, 

as he himſelf has fince affured me. I-might fill a vol- 
ume with incidents attending two other efforts to-el- 

cape, but 1 will not weary the reader's patience with 
too much repetition. I ſhall merely give an abſtrat᷑t 

of hRf 8 
When 1 had once more gained the officers; I made 
a new atterapt at mining my way out. Not wanting 
for implements, my chains and the flooring were foon 

cut through, and all was ſo carefully replaced Þ was 

under no fear of examination. F here found my con- 
cecaled money, piſtols, and other neceſſaries, but till 1 
had rid myſelf of ſome hundred weight of ſand, it was 
impoſſible to proceed, For this pur poſe I made two 
different openings in the floor: Out of the real hole 

1 threw a great quantity of ſand into my priſon; after 
which I cloſed it with all poſſible care I then work - 

ed at the ſecond with ſo much noiſe that I was cer - 

tain they muſt hear me without. About midnight the 
doors began to thunder, and in they came, detectin 
me, as I intended they ſhould; - None of them could 
conceive why I ſhould wiſh to break out under the 
door, where there was a triple guard to 2 The 
centinels remained, and in the morning, priſoners were 
lenz to wheel away the ſand. The hole was walled up 
and boarded, and my fetters were renewed, They laugh- 
ed at the ridiculouſneſs of my undertaking, but pun- 
_ Hhed me by depriving me of my light and bed, which 
1 | | however, 
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were 100 much my friends tꝰ remark that th 


ifed me his intereſt to 


ide forgotten 


rofe, and pleaded like Cicero, ha 


Aa 8 who thought and felt like àa man. 
He 


however, in a fortnight; were both ſhoved. Of the 
er bole; out of whieh moſt of the earth had — 
thrown, no one was zware. The major and lieutenam 
ey had re- 


moved thrice the ntity of fand the falfe opening 
could contain. They fuppoſed, this ſtrange attempt 
Having failed, it would be ng haſt, hag 5 
= 1 Wan {7 +4 | 


e governor and Aubtgewetnwt back 0d we; a 
xr fine weeks; but far from the brutakity of Borck, 
the Landgrave fooke to me with great mildaeſs, prom- 

regain my freedom, hen the 

peace ſhould be concluded; told me I had more friends 
than I might fuppoſe, and affured me 1 had net been 
by tlie court of Vienna. Tl manner 
in which I anſwered him moved him to tlie foul : In 
vain he endeavouted to hide his tears, while 1, 

in a moment of exquiſite ſenſibility, fell at his ſees, | 

to hade en With 


promiſed me every alleviation, and ww him 


ray word of honor I would never more attempt to eſ- 


cape,” while he remained 
Which I 


:rnor- The manner in 
fpoke enforted con ĩction, and it was then 


that he ordered my neck- collar to be taken off, my 

_ window'to be N my doors every day to be left 
- two hours open, a ſtove Which I might light myſelf, to 
be put in my dungeon, frner linen for my ſhirts; and 
aper to ame myſell, by writing down my thoughts. 
Ihe ſheets of paper were to be numbered, When given 
and When returned, by the een bat L 8 0 


not abuſe this liberty. , 


Ink was not allowed me, ene and e 
ee fuffered the hood to trickle into a pot, wed 
when coagulated, warme dd it again in my hand, throw- 
ing away the fibrous parts, that would not navefy,; by 


this means I procured me a e N for inkgpoth 


to Write and draw. 
1 now buſicd myſelf with engraving my e 
1 verkiſy ing. 


wigs FO 
{had voy. 3 to diſplay ſuch 
abilities 
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abilities as I, poſſeſſed, to excite eſteem, and awaken 


compaſſion. My emulation Was. increaſed, by the 
knowledge that my productions were ſeen and read at 
courty, Tage ibs Frincels ae the Queep | 
herſelf, teſtified their ſatisfathion,, I had ſoon ſubjects 

ſent me; and the wreich whom, the. King intended 


; =" 1 : 5 
to immure and bur alive, Mhoſe name no man Was to 


mention, never lived to better purpoſe, nox Mas more 


famous, than, while he vented his groans in this dun- 
geon, My writings produced their effect, and in re- 
ality, regained my freedom. Iomy gulti vation of the 
ſciences, and preſe 4 in danger, am I in- 
debted for all.; theſe could not all the power of Fred- 
erick deprive me of; by theſe I ohtained that which 
he, in his Wrath, and the might of his deſpotiſm, had 
intended toſtake from me etexnally.!.Y 


ſence. of min 


| Yes this liber- 
ty L procured, though he had continually. anfweredall 


- petitions ig my behalf He is a dangerous man ; and 
_ * {9 long as I have life, he ſhall. never ſee the light “ 


£ 


Ye: have I ſeen,it. as: broadly as himfelf, during his 
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life: After his death, I have ſeen 1h, without. zeveng- 


ing myſelf, otherwiſe, than by proving my innocence 
and virtue to à monarch, es 4g becaufe he 
knew me not, becauſe, he wou 


Id not recab the haſty 
ſentence of anger, or on it was pqſſible he might he 
miſtaken. No,! In, my ritings I have ſought only 
to appeaſe him, to juſtify, and prays; the greatue/s ot 
foul , He lied OY my integrity, yet 
without, affording me retribution: !“ Perhaps he recol- 
lected my, ſufferings; and knew retribution-wasampol- 
able. Enough! If ſoit can be, peace be to his aſhes | 


Man is farmed. by misfortune ; Viftue ig Alive in ad- 


verlity, Perhaps bad I lived in uninterrupted bappi- 
nels, go exity would have heard little af my name. 
cis indifferent to me that the, cmpanions of my 
youth, have their cars gratiſied; delighted with the ti- 
1 | + 4 Marſhal 1 IL. have learned to 
live, witheut ſuch additions. I am known in my 
wor s. FHlence has it often; been Aſked, why is not he 
alle a miniſter or a General. Bleſſed Content! thes 
N 6 2 . have 
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ive} benfholl 60. des malloye ride! Rex ofs, 
thrice bleſſed ? Thee do 1 enj joy, 8 ke haven © the 
wife, after ſtorms and horrors paſt ! May my hiſto Ft 
my example conſole the afflicted, ſtrike terror to the 
= bridle youth's' imperuofity, and infpire the fuf- 
ring with fortitude! 

'1 return to my Absage. Here after my Taft con- 
divenee with the Landgrave, I waited my coming fate, 
with a mind more at eaſe than that of many a prince 
in his palace. My dawn of hope dall) grew more 
1 The newſpapers they brought me, foretold 

approaching peace, on which all my dependante was 
Placed, and I paſſed eighteen months 'calmity and with- 
Gut further attempt. 

The father of the Landgrave died; he had, tilt r then, 
Wees only hereditary Prince; and Magdeburg now 
Joſt its noble governor. The worthy Reichmanff 
however, teſtified for me all compaſſion and eftcem ; | 
I had books, my time was employed, and therefore 
ſtole unpereeived away. Impriſonment and Chai 
to me were become ha itual, and freedam, in all her. 
* forms, vary hh and une, in hope «7 ee e 
r 5 
About this time, kette the poems, found in i 
works,” called the Macedonian Hero; The Dream 
| Realized; and the Fables contained in the Arft vol- 
ume, moſt of Which have reference to myfelf. The 
moſt, and the beſt of my poems, are now loſt to me. 
*fhe mind's fenfibility, 8 the body is impriſon- 
ed, is Rrongly rouſed, nor can alt the aids of the li- 
drary equat this advantage. Perhaps I may recover 
fome of them in Berlin: If ſo, the world may learn 
what my thoughts then were. When I was ſet at lib- 
' erty, I had none but ſuch as I remembered, and theſe 
J committ<d to. Writing. On my firit perfonal viſit to 
the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caflch, I received a volume of 
them written in my own 1 but there were cer - 
tainly eight of theſe, W 1 n fearcely- Ser re- 
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| Mp the acceſſion of 


_ - 4:yfelf of fand. N 
| 2 ided me with e ge gunpowder, ts font 


nean paſſage to the rampart ready for efc 
| farthe Aecltity 29 815 7 
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| The death of Elizab Peter 11 


On tte recipe of this int Iver 
3 for all ponble cbt 
a ptain Rn! ad opened 
Vienna; 1 was affured of Tapp6 
affureil the adminkſtrstors, © 
my eftates, would: Wach 12 5 


aniothex officer to aid ug eie 
end Schell Was to be RS | | 
the hedirtrecolted, bY 31100 1 dh pp evot » 

1 therefore opened” my dd Wide 4d 4 friendly a 
ea me all in their power, further to he — _— 
woney melted* away, 


had remained fo long g quice that Vir tbe orig Was 

more examined. PEELED hy þ WWE dee » 
Ny intent ee ine peace; and M1 ftitl 

continue in chains, then wout I Have 1 2 nt 


oben had, Win my m 
, Pyrchaſec * koufe in the fuburbs, where I migh 
Tee Gummern, in is two mile 


from Magdeburg: Here a friend, wit 8 good 
es Was'to wait a whole year, to Vs on 90 


Rloſtetbergen, on the firfr and ffteentkt uf eat mock 


„ r znal, to haſten to my ani ſtanre. 
alfa; gi env 0 de rend in de of "&thErgenc bo ; 

I therefore oed the upper placing, 38 up t 

two under: beds, cut che boards into 'th Ips; an 

mem in My Hove.” By this I obtained fo Bey 2d. 


My p 


tional room a to proceed” half way with, wy mine. 


Linen again was brought me; fand- bags made, and thus 
1 3 proceeded to all but the Taft 'operation. 


+. 


* 


very thing Was afterward ſd well cloſed ànd con- 


cealed, that 1 had nothin g fo fear from the narrow- 
eſt inſpe&tion, ſufficzent of the unter” Aborin being 


left to hs the upper, and it appeared doubly-nail- 


e io wa > a eſpecially as the 
new 
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new come garriſon could not no what was ide; apigina 
N length 1 — Mane. 25 3 Na 9 11 7113 581 _ 
is ſevere. educed me again to a ve 60. 
le ſtate ot bod W by the return of the — ars, 
I, in a momente Was deprived, of all my friends. "434 
I muſt, in this place, relate à dreadful - accident, 
which I cannot even now remember, without ſhudder- 
ing, and the terror of Which has often haunted my 
very dreams. n $333 e 
2 2 mining u er the foundation of) 155 by part, 
uit a8 4 W 1 to car out t ſan; , ruc 
= foot a ar ah 99-39. — wall abox . Which bn 
| N Abs, cloſed up the paſſage. 
What was my horror, to find. AT, Ra - 
alive), After a ſhort. time for reflection, I began to 
work: the ſand, away from the ſide, that I might obtain 
room to fuld round. By good fortuuc, there were 
ſome fett o empty pace, into which Ith rey the ſand. 
as:I worked it away z. but the mai, quantity of air 
ſoon made it ſo foul that I, a t thou ſand times, . withed 
myſelf 1.5 and made ſeveral * — ts to ftran gle 
myſelf. Further labour began to ſeeni ĩmpoſſible.— 
Thirſt almoſt deprived. me of my ſenſes, hut often 
AS. 1; 11 Pe my mouth. to the 58 20 led 9 
My wings, WErg ee in as Ly imagine. I paſſe 
Full eight hours in this di ration of horror, 72 a 
dreadful Lets, Turghy ſuch? a death as this is ny 
dreadful, ſpirits fainted.; J again I ſomewhat re- 
covered. NE 1 began to labour, but the.carth was as 
h as my chin, and I had no more ſpace, into which 
1 might row the ſand, that I might turm round. 
ade a more deſperate. effort, dre v my body into 
uo and turned roun I now 4 the ſto! 3 5 
Was as Wide as the whole pallage, brit, there being an 
opening at the top, | ref pixed treſh cher airs My next 
labour was to root: ua — ſand 1 under, the. Rope, and 
let it Ink, ſo that I wil Creep over, and,,by..t 
Moay, at 898 0 b. once more rin en in 1 
dungeon Bolts e ſs 
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E that hung 
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e — * it Was e ee La 


time or ſtrength, to chver-pp and, tomecal * 
After half an hour's. reſt, however, wy ſertitude 
turned : Again I Went te work and foarcdlys had | 
ended, heſore the reſounding ichn and bebte e e 
1 ofrmy vihtors..27 4 45, = 

They: found: wrt! pale A Vine Leptin 


| the bend arid continued en much afſett- 


ed by the fatigue I had ſuſtained, hat I began to im- 
agine my hangs were impaired. After a time, health 
and e e r an m nights = 
of horror, this was the moſt horrible. 1 long repeat- 
edly dre Lwas buried ab ve in the center of the 
earth ; unll now, though three and twenty Rent _ 
clupled, my ſleep is ſtill haunted by this viſion. 
After this accident, whenever I worked in my W- 


$iy, I hung a knife round my neck, that in caſe. 


ſhould be again ſo inelôſed, Fmight ſhorten my miſe- 
ries. Over the fone that had fallen were feverat oth- 

tattering; under Which I Was feveral 
hundred 7 to creep. Nothing could 2 


ber, me from endea voiſting. to obtain m libenty 4 


hen my paſfagt Mis rd ſo that bo FEY 
out when I pleaſed, I wrote: varicds letters in my 
friends at Vienna, and alſo an impaſſioned memorial 


to my ſoveteign. When the militia left M N | 
and the regulars: returned, I took an: 1 leave of 
my friends, h badibedavetl ta me With fomuch hu- 


manity, and fo benevblently ſupplied my wants. Sev- 


eral wetks elapſed before: they departed, and Llearnt 
that General Liedt üs PAT? unbadader 1 


Vienna to Berlin... 117771 
J had ſeen the whrlds + Fu, this general urs be 


averſe to a bribe ; I wrote him a moving letter, con- 


juring him not to abandon me, and to att with per- 
haps more ardor id my behalf than his inftry@tions 
might imply, I incleſeda draft for ſin thouſand for- 


ins on my effects ab, Vienna, and he received four 


_thoufand -more from dne of * 3 1 have to 
| EP <>: t thank 


— 


* 


6 eee ee "pt * er 1 


N thank theſe ten thouſand florins for my freedon 
J obtained nine months after“ N r wen 
the fx thouſand florins were Paid in April 16g, to 
He order of General Riedt. Ihe other a ade tand 
I thankfully repaid, when at liberty, to my friend, 
I received intelligence, before the garriſon depart- 
| bt that no ſtipulation had been made on my behalf, at 
the peace; of Hubertſberg.* - The Vienna plenipoten- 
tiaries after and Lot heiten ie articles were figned, 


mentioned my name-to''Hertzberg,” but with little 


_earneſtnefs of ſolicitation. From Berlin, indeed, I 
received private aſturances of every effort being made 
to move Frederic, a promiſe on which I could much 


better rely than on my protectors at Vienna, Who fo 
many years had left me in misfortune. I therefore” 


determined to wait three months longer; and ſhould I 


Hill find myſelf neglefted,. to owe "oY nal god pf ws 


Self. r 

On the change of the gyriſon, the officers being all 
of the nobility, were much more difficult to gain 
than the former. The majors 1 obeyed * 


orders; their hel Was — buy Kilt I figh 
for my old friends. I had Ghly amn 


| comfortable addition 


My time hung very heavy; ; — ing Wagrrare- ö 


fully examined on the change of the garriſon,” A tilt 


ſtricter ſcrutiny might occur, and all my projets be 
dilcovered. This had nearly been effected by acct } 
dent, as J ſhall here relate. I had two years before 


40 tameda mouſe that it would play around me, and 
eat from my mouth: In this ſmall: animal I diſcover- 
ed proofs of intelligence too great to eaſily gain be- 
ea £ Were 1 10 write: —_— i monks 

eee ee grumble. 


| be Tie eckt o Trenck was 195 -feebly 8 * 41 | 


Auſtrian plempotentiary, tiat Hertz berg oha hs noob ms # 
Mer, took NO the leaft notice o e. Fg ; | A* oy 


Met 


4+ 


nition 5 — 
- again for food, as no one nl _ with the leaſt 1 


1 See Fiſcher Gelt hi Fi Fried. 27. Thelt 
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tenderneſls. A a | 
% - lt took it away, ces it 100 e in the e room, | 
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ble, and ſuch ꝓhilaſophers as ſuppoſe man alone 
with the power of thought, allowing ach: 
ing but what, they call inſtinkt, to animals, wou d pro: 
claim me a fabuleus wrater, , and my 8 he 
dox to what they ſuppoſe ſound. philoſopt : Shoul 
1 live, perhaps T may hereafter publiſh an pla on 
this ſuhjett, in ieh his my. en n l a ſpider, 
will appear as remaxkable characters. 117 E 

This intelligent mauſe had nearly Been. my ruin, ts 

wy diverted. myſelf ith. it during the night; it had 
been nibbling at my door, and, capering on a, trench- 
er. The centinels happened to hear our amuſęment, 
called the officers. they heard. alſo, and added. all was. 
not · rigkt in my = ungeon. At. Hay-break,. my doors 
reſounded : the,townrmayor, a Imith and maſon, en- 


2 


4 
* 


terred as Sribh ſearch. Was begun; Dogring, walls, 


chains, and my own: PAO, n, were all ſcrutinized, but 
in * They acked what, was the * hey, had 
heard: Lmentioned. the mouſe, .whiltled, and it came. 

and jumped upon my ſhoulder. " Orders were given . 


I ſhould be de prived f its ſociety; z I 3 in- 
treated they 1 45 at leaſt ſpare; its lige. The officer 


r 


on guard gave me his Word of honor he would. pre- 


ſent it to a a who Wound: treat at with. the inen 
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but it Was tame to me alone, and ſought a hiding place. 

An led to my priſon door, and at the hour Of viſ- 
tion, ran into my dungeon, immediately teſtifyi 

its joy by its antic leaping between my legs... It, iS n 


| thy remark that it; had been taken. AWAY blindfold, 


that is to ſay, wrapped in a handkerchief, The — 
room, was a hundred paces from my. dungeon... How 
then did it find its maſter ?. Did it know or did.at Mait 
for che hour of viſttation 7 Had 3 it reinarked the 1607s 
wen, daily opened }. .. n 

All were Fiege, of obtaining hs mouſe, but, the 
N carried it off for his lady; ſhe put it into à cage, 
where it pined, refuſed all Hen and in a few. 
* Mas found dead. 1 9 4 . 211010 ny 


* 


— 
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abe welt Wernellerne made me for 
time quite melancholy, yet ori the; laſt OY 
perceived it had ſo enten away the bread, by which 1 
Hai conceuled the crivices Jad made in cutting the 
vor; that The examiners muſt be all but blind not to 
dflcover them. I Was convinced my faithful little 
friend had fallen a neceffary vitiin to its maſterès ſafe. 
Pp: My keepers were perſuaded EF had: neither the 
ill nor the power to make further attempts at Free- 
dom. This accident honevet, ene be 28 to. 
| "Hogs: the three months 
Ihave already related — Gere to ide. . 
ay; on the firſt and fifteenth, and I only ſuffered he 
firſt of Auguſt” to paſs,” Pecauſe Lwould not injure the 
Worthy Major Pfuhl, who had treated me with more 
eLompaſſion than his comrades, and-whoſe day of viſit. 
ation it was. On the fifteenthi I determined to fly. 
This reſolution formed, I Waited im anxious expetta- 
tion of he day, Whenea ew, and . remark- 
able ſuecetſion of accidents' hat peadd;{; 5 
An alarm of fire had obliged the angjor af; K 4 day 
to repair in haſte to the town; he therefore commit - 
ted the keys to the lieutenant. The latter coming to 
viſit me, with a look of compaſſion, .atked—*< Dear 
Trenck, have you never, during ſeven- years that 
you have been under aner, of the militia, found 
a man like Schell 7 Alas! Sir,” anſwered 1, 
euch friends are indeed rare; the wil of many haz 
4 v been good; each knew' I could: make! his: fortune, 
La none had courage enough for ſo deſperate an at- 
_ [<*-tempt ! Money I have diftribute Hee but have 
on e lte A C 
Money! how do you Sbesin me Jos this. on 
0 eon 2 From a ſecret correſpondent at Vienna, 
«hy whom Lam ſtilk fupplied. Hf I can ſerve you, 
command me: I will — it willingly without aſking 
„any return.“ 80 faying, I immediately took: fifty 
ducats from between the pannels, and gave them to 
the licutenant. At firſt he refuſed, but at lengthy ac- 
cepted them, with fear, He left me, promiſedſto re · 


turn, besser n — at Kip his we 
He now avowed debt obliged: hin to defert, that this 
had long been his determination, arick that, Wii 
alliſt me, at the ſame time e iN ready att 6 8 1 
"Thad only toſhew how this might be effeCted;- #1 

We continued two! hours in conference; a pla 
was ſoon formed, approved, and almoſt a certsinty '6f 
ſucceſs demenſtrate be eſpecially, when I teid him 1 
had two hotſes in ain We vowed eternal friend- 
ſhip, I'gave Him fifty at ditional ducts, and he had 
never before been fd rich; his Whole debts, which 
would oblige” bim to deſert; not amounting to more 
than two hundred rix- dollars, which, however, 1 he x 
never could have diſcharged out of kis pay. 

He Was to prepare four keys, that Were to reſemble | 
4 thoſe of my dungeon; the latter Were to be exchanged 
| on the day of flight, being kept in the guard-room 
; awhile the major was with Genet Walrabe. He Was 
" WH to give the grenadiers on guard leave of abſence for 
ſome hours, or ſend them into the town on various 
pretences. The centinels at the gate he Was to call 
1 from their duty, and thoſe placed over me were to be 
Y ſent into my dungeon, to take away my bed; while 
r encumbered with this, I was'to ſpring out, and 166k 
. them in, after Which we were to mount our horſes, 
- kept ready; and ride full ſpeed to Gummern. Every 
l, th ing was to be Free within a week, hen he was 
1 
E, 
K 


again to mount guard. We had ſcarcely fally formed iN g 
6 our Projects before the centinels called, the major Was 
coming; he, accordingly, haſtily: barred up the doors, 5 25 = 


e and the major paſſed to general Walrahe, e.. | 
do] No man now was happier than myſelf, though I was - 112 
n- ma dungeon; My hopes of eſcape were triple; the 

a, mediation at Bertin, the mine 1 wa r and = 

u, new friend; the lidatenapt;* N Fe 

Ng Intoxicated with hope By Wy, to elt molt 

ty my mind/ought to base Nees cool and Cheat, I ſeemed 

to to have loſt my underſtanding. _ I came to a reſolu-. 

ac- tion Which will appear, to every reaſonable man, ex- 

e travagant, abſurd; zud pitiable. I Was vain enough, 

urn i 


ſtup id 


L 


ſtupid eno ough," mad cat to form the deſign of 
caſting mylllf on the generoſity and magnanimity of 
the Great Frederic ! Should this fail, I in thought 
- my t licutenant a certain layzour. | 
Having heated my imagination with Ai lamenta- 
ble ſcheme, I expected the hour of viſitation- with 
anxiety. The major entered; I; beſpoke him thus: o 
©<©T:know;:fir, the great Prince Ferdinand i 18 again in 
„ Magdeburg. (My new friend had told: me chis.) 
by Be pleaſed do inform him that he may firſt examine 
my priſon, double the centinels, and afterward. give 
0 me his commands, ſtating at what. hour it will pleaſe 
-< him I ſhould make my appearance, in perfect free- 
dom, on the glacis of Kloſterbergen. If. I Prove 
7 myſelf capable of this, I then hope for the protec- 
tion of Prince Ferdinand; and that he will relate 
6 my proceeding to the Ring, Who may thereby be 
* convinced of my innocence, and the Perfect clear. : 
1 neſs of my conſcien ce. Mate e 
= I)! he major Was aſtoniſſied; . my brain 4 
1 y 60; The propoſal he held to be ridiculous, and the 
3 performance impeſſible. I, however, perſiſted; he 
rode to town; and returned with the lub-governor, 
Reichmann; the-town-major, Riding; and the major 
of inſpe&ion. The anſwer they delivered was—T hat 
the Prince promiſed me his protection, the King! 3 fa- 
vour, and a certain releaſe from my chains, onld! 
- prove the truth of my aſſertion. I required they 
would appoint a time; they ridiculed the thing as 
impoſſible, and at laſt ſaid that it would be: ſufficient 
could T only prove the pratticability of ſuch a ſcheme; 
but, ſhould I refuſe, they would immediately break up 
the Whole flooring, and place centinels in my dun- 
geon night and day; adding, the nen would not 
admit of any actual breaking Out. $5 
_ :.- After the moſt ſolemn promiſes of good faith, Li im- 
'Þ mediately difincumbered myſelf of my chains, raiſed 
= up my flooring, gave them my arms and implements, 
and alſo two keys, that my friends had procured me, 
to the doors of the ſubterrancan gallery. This galle- 


1 
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ry I defired them to enter, and ſound, with their 
ſword-hilts, at the place through Which I. Was to 
further deſoribed thgiroad:: I was toftake through the 
gallery, informed khat two of the doors had nat 5 
been ſhut . for ſix months, and tothe others they al- 
ready had the keys; adding, I had horſes ready at 
the glacis, that would be immediately ready ; the ſta - 
bles for Which were unknown to them | 

They went, examined, returned, put queſtions, . 
which [ anſwered with as much preciſion as the engi- 
neer could have done Who built the, Star-Fort. They 
left me with ſeeming friendſhip, continued away a- | 
bout an hour, came back, told me the prince was — 
| aſtoniſhed: at what he had heard, that he wiſned me 
a happineſs ans then took me, unfettered, ; to the 
guard-houſe. The major came in the evening, treat- 
ed us with a ſumptuous ſupper, aſſured me every 
| thing would happen to my wiſhes, and that Prince 
; Ferdinand had already written to Berlin 
© The guard was reinforcednext. day. Iwo grena- 
e diers entered the officer's room as centinels, The 
, whole guard loaded with ball before my eyes, the 

= draw-bridges were raiſed in open day, and precautions 
it were taken as if it-were ſuppoſed I intended to make 
„ gatiempts as deſperate; as thoſe I had made at Glatz. 
I now. ſaw numerous workmen. employed on my 
; dungeon, and carts bringing, quarry- ſtones. The:offi-- 
as cers on guard behaved with. great kindneſs, kept a 
nt good table, at which I ate, but two. centinels, and 
1 an under officer, never quitted the guard room. Con- 
wp verſation was very cautious, and this: continued; hve 
1. or ſix days: At length it was my new friend, the 1 
ot lieutenant's, turn to mount guards he appeareck to be, 
| as friendly as formerly, but conference was difficult: J 
m- He, however, found an opportunity to expreſs. his 
ed aſtoniſhment at my Gans. diſcoyery, told me the 
ts, prince knew nothing of the affair, and that the re- 
ae, . Dee ue through the garriſon was, I had. 
le- en ſurpriſed in mak ing a.new attempts. 
gt 5 „ I now 
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I now ſaw my error, but, alas ? te late. I aſſur- 
ed my friend this ſtep had been occaſioned by my 
reliance on his Ne Ile lamented my miſtake, 


S 


iirengthened, and T — ver Nane 
mean conduct of the ſub- governor, . By 
My dungeon was completed in about a week; The 
tovn- major and major of the day re· conducted me to 
it. My foot only was chained to the wall, but with 
links twice as ſtrong as formerly; the remainder of 
my irons were never after adde... 
Inſtead of- flooring, the dungeon was bab with 
huge flag ſtones. The priſon was made impenetrable, 
'Fhat part of my money only was faved which T had 
concealed in the pannels of the door, and the chim- 
ney of the ſtove; ſome thirty Touis:Fors, hidden a- 


| bout my clothes, were taken from me, 


While the fmith was riveting my chains, TL ad- 


creſſed myſelf to the ſub-governoer. Is this the 


© conlequence' f the pledged honour of the Prince? 
Has the magnanimity of my conduct deſerved ſuch 


treatment? But think not you deceive me, 'I am 


1 with the falſe reports that have been 
read; the truth will foon come to fight, and the 
3 put to ſhame. Nay, I now foretell 
£6 12 Trenck ſhalt not be much longer in your 
wer; for, were you to build your dungeon of 

* Reel, A {tilt-be inſufficient to contain me“ 
They ſmiled at my threats. Reichmann, however, 
defired me to take courage, and fait I might, preba- 


bly; foorr obtain my freedom after a* proper manner. 


My firm reliance on my friend, the lieutenant, gave 
ey inſtead of appearing funken and defpondent, a 
ree of * that amazed them all. 
TI is here neceffary: farther” to explain els affair. 
When I had--obtained'my- liberty, I viſited” Prince 
Ferdinand, at Brunſwick, He informed me the ma- 
Jors had not made a true report, being afraid of rep- 
rimand for their own carelefſneſs, Their ſtory was, 
1275 had caught me at work, and, * it not been for 
their 


* 
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their extreme diligence, 1 ſhould certainly have made 
my eſcape. ,Frince Ferdinand heard the truth, ſome, 
time after, and informed the Ring, who, from that 
time, only waited a favourable opportunity to reſtore. 

Such is the, way of the, World! Such the manner 
in which the molt geperous, the molt. noble, e are. 

often painted I was, in thas;cale, the, filly facrihee, 

of my on vanity. Thoſe who guarded. me, Were. a- 


ſhamed of their, neglect, and, te avoid. 1 rimand, - 
which would not effectually bave.. injured any og 


them, was I again. led to my laughter-houſe, Such 
has been the Tie through life, of many noble under- 
takings ;.. Where others have taken advantage of my 
too great, openneſs of heart, and. procured reward to 


« 


themſclves:by my labours. 


- 
: 
* 


- 
> 
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Once more waz... I immured, curſing in my heart 
the cruelties of Kings and governors; this time, howe 


ever, they were innocent, becauſe deceived. 


1 : - 8 
* — 
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| waited in anxious hope for the day when my de- 


. 
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liverer was to mount guard. What again was my 
deſpair when, inſtead of him, I ſaw another lieuten- 
ant. I buoyed myſelf up with the ,expeRation that 
accident was, the occaſion. of this, but I remained 
three weeks in the ſame ſuſpenſe, and ſaw. him no 
more, Ak I durſt not, but heard at length, he had 
left the corps of grenadiers, and therefore was no 
longer to mount guard at the Star-Fort. Whether 
he was afraid, repented his engagement, or that the 
hundred ducats had procured him better proſpekts, 1 
neither Know, nor ever wiſh to know. Should he 
ever read this hook, and ſhould he really bave de- 
ceived me, let him alſo read that he has my hearty | 
forgiveneſs, and that I applaud myſelf for never hav- 
ing ſaid any thing by which he might be injured. © 
Others, perhaps, being thus deſerted by him in mis- 
fortune, after ſo many proteſtations, aud conde- 
es. to receive money, would have been more 

MH rf cngetul. He might, having paid his debts, rapent 
his promiſe ; he might hive truſted another friend 
: a2 W 2 1 e een 
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with the enterpriſe, 2 Hive been Pimfelf't Spe 
but, be it as it may, His-abfence cut off all hope. 2 
L bitterly now 'repented my folly and untimely 
vanity : Melancholy ſeized my mind ; T had brought 
my misfortunes on myſelf, When 1 had removed 
every, impediment, the confidence 7 * laced in the 
honour of man Again "plunge ed me "near Fix months 
longer i in affliction,” doubled by deſpair- I had my- 
ſelf rendered my dungeon impenetrable, Death 
\ would have followed but for the dependence I placed 
| in the court of Vienna. 
=. The officers ſoon remarked the "Toſs of my accuſtom- ; 
= - ed fortitude, and gloomy thoughtfulneſs, * I was leſs 
= induſtrious on my cups; the verſes T wrote were 
- * deſponding.. The only comfort they could give was, 
Patience, dear Trenck ; your condition cannot be 
&Forle ; the King may not live for ever.“ Small 
Wootetion this. Were I fick, they told me I then 
might hope my fufferings would foon have an end. 
If J recove ered, they pitied me, and lamented their 
, continuance,” What man of my rank and ex beta - 
N tions Ever endured what” » 4 985 endured, ever was. 
= treated as I have been treated! | 
Peace had been concluded nine months, Pres 
forgotten. At. l;f, however, when 1 fu 40 05 all 
Bope loft, the 24th; of December, and t 
freedom came * the hour, of parade Count >. oy 
ben, Telitenant of the guards, arrived, ap fn dir, 
ofders for my. relcafe! The h 
The fub-governor ke Leg me l in intellelt 
than F really was, and would not. too fuddenly tell 
me theſe happy tidin 8. He knew not the preſence 
of ming the. Tortitud®, which the various dangers 4 
| had ſeen Rad made habitual. Self- praiſe offends ; 
yet n never was too much elated in profperity, Fo 
refſed'i in adverhity, ;. 75 never timid. or. undetermined 
10 the moment Ne e and. for the truth of this, 
"T appea to all Who have known me perſonally, or 
Yau acquainted with thoſe e LAY ſeen. me in x loch 
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My dere for the" tage ritt; refounde@'! + Rhett 
eople entered; their countenances were more than 
uſually cheerful, and the ſub-governor at their he i 
at 2ength, ſaid, * This time, my dear Trenck, 
«he oyfal meſſenger of good news. Prince | 
8 AT has prevailed on the King to let your iro 
* taken off. *——Accordivgly, to work wen. 
mit“ You can al fo,“ Lan Be 6 ha. 
better apartment,” n free then,“ ſaid 2, 
& 2nd you are afraid to tel} me fo too ſuddenly. 
& Speak f fear not! I can moderate my tranſports.” 
Then you are free!“ was the rgply. 
The ſub- -governor kirſt embraced me, and afcerward 
his attendants.  * 7 
Ile aſked me what cloibgs' 1 would: wiſh. Tan 
feral the uniform of my. regiment. The taylor at- 
tended, and took meafure.) Reichmann told him it 
muſt be made by the morning. The man excuſed 
himſelf, becaufe it was Chriſtmas eve“ So then 
this gentleman muft remain in his dungeon, be- 
© cauſe it is holiday with vou. The 8 was an- 
fwered, and promiſed to be OY 1 
The fmith. having ended his work, I was taken to 
the guard-room : Congratulations were univerſal, and 
the town-major. adminiſtered the oath cuſtomary to 
all State priſoners. 7. 7 
1ſt. That 1 ſhould avenge myfelf on no man. 
2dly. That I thould neither enter. the Pruſhan nor 
Saxon States. 15 
3dly. That 1 ſhould n never r relate; by ſpeech, or in | 
| writing, what had ha pened to me. 
| 4thly, Aud that, fo long as the King lived, T 
] mould neither ee in a civil nor military capacity. | | 
Count Schlieben delivered me a letter from the 1 im- 
perial miniſter, General Riedt, f in Berlin, to the fol- 
lowing. purpert : That he was heartily rejoiced at 


. wy F 


A having found an opportunity of obtaining liberty 
from the King; that I muſt cheerfully 9 the re- 
* quiſitions of Count. Schlieben, lag LIT were to 


| accompany me to 9 Bd | | 
| 6 £ : f #9 Ye 
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. Yes, dear Trench,” ſaid Schlieben, © Iam to 
A condutt you in a covered waggon through Dreſden _ - 
hto Prague, with orders not to ſuffer you to ſpeak to 
one on the road, I have received three hun- 

4 ducats 5 to defray the ex- 

ile of travelling. A waggon muſt be purcha- 

z but, as all things cannot be prepared to-day, 

& ſub-governor bas determined we. ſhall depart 
Having joyfully acquieſced, . Count Schlieben re. 
mained with me; the others, after a ſhort converſa- 
tion, returned to the town, and I dined in company 
with the major of the day and the officers on guard, 
with General Walrabe in his priſon, Here this, gens 
tleman died, in 1774, having remained at Magdeburg 
eight and twenty years. His confinement, however, 
was bath deſerved and rendered ſupportable. 


Once more at liberty, I walked, about the fortifica- 
tions, to accuſtom myſelf to light and air, and collect- 
ed the money I had concealed in my dungeon, which 
amounted to about ſeventy ducats. To every man. 
on guard I gave a ducat, to the centinels then on duty 
over me each three, and ten, ducats to be divided a- 
mong the relief-guard, I ſent the officer on guard a 
reſent from Prague, and the remainder of my money 
beſtowed on the widow of the kind, the honeſt, the 
worthy Gefhardt, - He, poor fellow, was no. more, 
and ſhe had entruſted the ſecret of the. thouſand flor- 
ins to a young ſoldier, Who, ſpending too freely, was 
ſuſpected, betrayed her, and ſhe paſſed two years in 
the houſe of correction. Gefhardt never received 
any puniſhment ; he was in the field. Had he left 
any children, I ſhould, in duty, have provided for 
them, To the widow. of the man who hung him- 
ſelf. before my priſon door, in the year 1756, I gave 

thirty ducats, lent me by Schlieben. 

Ihe night was riotqus, the guard made merry, and. 
I paſſed moſt of it in their company. I was vilited 
by all the generals of the garriſon on, Chriſlinas 
morning, for I was not allowed to enter the town. 
GE nb. en + 
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Boots; uniform, all We ready by ddl} ts: iy 
dreſſed, viewed" myſelf in in the glafs, and 2 3 
fare; but the tumult of my own” paſſions,” the cbn- 
gratulations 1 received, and the vivacity of every 
thing round ine, prevented hs, 75 ineidents | 
minutely. r Bi een en 11771 it 
How mie room for reflection did this ſcene af. 
ford ! My intrinſie worth then, and twenty: Four: * 
hours before, when in priſon; was the ſame ; yet, 
how wonderful an alteration in the carriage and coun- 
tenance of thoſe "by whom 1 had been e ftriflyt_ 
guarded Ewas'treated with friendſhip, diſtinction, 
attention, and flattery. And Why Becauſe thoſe!” 
fetters had dropt off Which 1 Rad ver juſtly | borne./ 
Oh World! what Art thou ? What; indeed, in def. 
potie States! What is merit, what virtue, where ar- 
bitrary power difpoſes of the fateor nen ? Tet 
Evening came, and with it Count Schlieben, a 
waggon, and for poſt-horfes. After a very aden: 
ing farewel, we departed.” Who could have per- 
ſuaded me 1 thoutd have ſhed tears at leaving Magde-' 
burg ? Vet tears I actually did ſhed.” It ſeems 'equat- 
ly Trage NL I lived here ten Pune 125 never La 
the town. 97108 £ een 
I ſhalt not weary | the det Pitenee with the 
trivial incidents of our N The exatt düratſon N 
of my imprifonment a at Mag eburg was nine vears, 
five months; and fome days; add to theſe the ſevenꝰ 
teen mente impriſonment at Glatz, andthe amount 4 
is cleven years. Thus did the prime of life, the 
brighteſt hours in the day of man, pafs in imprifenc 
ment. Thus was I robbed of time, which monarchs pl 
have not the power to reftore ; thus, too, was my =_ 
body weakened, thus my health impalred, To that 1 : 
now in my Geeline of life, a fecond time, I fuffer in : 
the gloom, the damp, and the b recs of the dungeon | 
of Magdeburg. 
The reader would now hope, Having obtaied: my 
freedom, that my calamities were all at an end; yet 
o 1 declare, wow. oy 'hottour,*'T would prefer the | 4 
; e 5 = 
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ſufferings, of the Star-Fort, bote I have ſince "OE | 4 
red in Auſtria, eſpecially the laſt- ſix years, while. 4 
Krügel, en w referendaries, and. cura- 4 N 
tasse 1 + . 
It may: hanpes. that 1 may publiſh. Wird volume, 1 
in which I may more open y and fully relate. the 
misfortunes of twWo and twenty years, particularly, he 
laſt-:fix, ſpent at Vienna, At this moment, I am 
obliged to be guarded in my expreſſions. I have al- 
ready put my enemies to ſhame; but the. hope of 
juſtice or reward, on this ſide the grave; is vain- No 
rewards: eee e. 3 withs all the dar. 


0 
N Ea che bee of their wee L 
repeat the words of my preface: 

Amy right hand is guilty of. writing de; in 

F Apis boek, may the common executioner ſever it from, 
* my body, and, in the een 0 poſterity, l 1 
Ave alan? 

| re, thus called the Mader s attention to its truth, 
Linfoe with my hiſtory. 

On the ad of January I I arvived with Count schlie | 
ben, ſafely at Prague, and the ſame day he delivered 
me to the then governor, the Duke of Deuxponts. 
He received. me With kindneſs and diſtinction; we. 
dined With him two ſucceflive days, and all Prague 
Was anxious to ſee a man who had ſurmounted ten, 
years of ſufferings, ſo unheard of as mine. Here I re- 
ceived three thouſand florins, and paid General Riedt 
bis three thouſand ducats, Which he had "advanced, 
Count Schlieben, for the. expenſes. of my journey, the 
TR of. ney he. e — 835 e al- 


ig „ "This third A the * has „ e ed. 11 ib 
the third volume of the pręſent tranſlatiom : but it is | 
neceſſary: to hreſerve this, and ſimilan paſſages, becauſe 
| whey contain en * 2 70 * * 


. 1 
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though he had, already received ten thouſand. florins WW - 
F The expenſe of returning Lalſo, paid to; Schlieben, 
made him e ed ,mylelf with ſome 
neceſſaries. After vemaining a fe days at Prague, ia 
courier arrived from Vienna,.to.whom, it is moſt wor- 
thy of-remark, I was obliged to pay forty floxins, With 
an order from government to bring me, under a ſtrang 
guard, from Prague 49. Vienna. My ſword was de- 
manded ; Captain, Count. Wela, and two inferior oſſi- 
cers,enterod the gargiage, Which Ius, obliged to pu- 
chaſe, in company with ane, .and-brought.me ta Vien- 
na. ILtook up a thouſand florins more in Prague, to 
defray:theſe expenſes, and was obliged, in Vienna co 
pay the captain fifty ducats, for travelling charges 
Dae K.. ee it rad otro $0 rx, 
At. treatment like this, what; were the ſenſations of 
my foul! IL ought toghavexe- entered Vienna in tti- 
umph, like the; martyr of his country, haſtening to 
receive his reward; 1; on the eontrary, was brought 
back. like acriminal, Was ſent as a priſoner to.thebar- 25 
racks, there kept in the chamber of Lieutenant Blouj- 
bet, with;oxders that L ſhould be ſuffered to Mrite to 
no one, ſpeak to no one, without a ticket from the 
8 counſellors Kempf or Huttner. Theſe good gentle - 
4 men, during my impriſonment; had been the admisiſ- : 
_ trators, f my.egteRts l. 2 : 4nd 


. 
* 


So remained fix weeks; at leugt 


h the colonell of 
the regiment of Poniatowſky, the preſent field - marſnal, 
Count Alton, ſpoke to me. I related hat I ſuppoſed 
were fthe reaſons of my being thus kept ia priſoner in Vi- 
enna; and to the exertions of this worthy man am I in- 
debted that the ahominable intentions of my enemies 

were fruſtrated; Which Were to have me impriſoned, 
during life, as inſane, in the fortreſs of Glatz. Had 
they once removed me from Vienna, all had been loſt, 
and I ſhould certainly have pined away the poor re- 
mainder of my life in a. mad houſe, Vet, when at lib- N 
erty, could I never obtain juſtice againſt theſe men 
By their means, was the Empreſs perſuaded that my 
brain was affected, and that I continually uttered the 
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_— . aſt violent threats againſt the King of Prufſia. The 

* the Romans Was then in agita- ® 
tion, Land the court was apprehenfivts: leſti, With a | 
reh Gene fi! verrgeance, ſhould” act ſomethin „that 
eral Riedt had, 


nE a FA . 


election of a king of: 


might offend the Pfuſflan envoy. e 
moreover, been obliged” to promiſe Predevict that I 
ſhould not be ſuffered to appear in Vienna, and that 
they ſhould hold a moſt wary eye over nie The Em- 
preſs· Queer felt compaſſion for my ſuppoſod diſeaſe, 
And "aſked if ne a ſſi ſtance could be afforded me; to 
Which they anfwered;. I had ſeveral; times been let 
plood, but that I ſtilß remained a very dangerolls men 

They added that I ſquandered my money — 


| 4 hav; ing taken up, and diſperſed, four thoufarid: flor: ins 


in ſix days, at Prague; chat it would therefore be 
proper to appoint curators, or peur to impede 
Auch extravagances. Thus do'the wicked utter their 
al ſehoods !. Thus do they Nen amd obſcure the 
"throne, making truth inviſibl e!!! 
Count Alton, However, ſpoke of wn me; and my hard 
deſtiny; to the Counteſs Paar, miſtreſs of the 'ceremo- 
nies to the Empreſs- Queen, a+ noble minded lady, 
The late Emperor entered the chamber, while I was 
the ſubject of diſcourſe, and aſked Whether I never 
Racl any lucid intervals. 2166 May it pleaſe your majeſ- 
Jeu, anſwered, Alton, She has not been ſeven 
ces in cuſtody, at my barracks, and I never m my 
life met a more reaſonable; or more agrecable man. 
Fhere muſt be ſomething myſterious in this affair, 
or he could not be treated 45 a madman, or ſo rep. 


rxeſented at court. Thas he 1s not io. in 27 Wale, 1 


I my honour? . FEEL 


The next day, het Mani: fonts 4 Thurn, | 


grand minkedof - the: Arch-Duke Leopold, to ſpeak: to 
me. In him I found a worthy man, an enlightened 
philofopher, and a lover of his country. 'To him | 
- related how. Thad twice been» betrayed, tw ice fold at 


Vienna, during my impriſonmènt; demonſtrated that 


my adminiſtrators had only acted in this vile manner 
; * that eee be impriſoned for life, and they remain 


undi ſturbed 


* 
7 


* 
+ 


verſed together two hours, during which many things 
were ſaid, that prudence will not permit me here to 
repeat. I gained his confidence and his heart, and he 
continued my friend till death. He left me, promiſed 
protection, returned the following day, and pro- 
cured me an audience of the Emperor. n 
I ſpoke with freedom; the audience laſted” more 
than an hour. At length the Emperor was ſo moved 
that he roſe from his ſeat, and retired into the next 
apartment; 1 ſaw the tears drop from His eyes. With 
ſympathetic enthuſiaſm, I fell at his feet, embraced 
his knees, and wiſhed for the preſence of à Rubens, 
or Apelles, to preſerve a ſcene ſo highly honourable 
to the memory of the monarch, and paint the ſenſa- 
tions of an innocent man, imploring the protection of 
a great, a juſt, and a compaiſionate prince. I feel 
myſelf unequal to do his memory that juſtice it de- 
ſerves. Words I had none, but my looks, my tears, 
Were indeed elo nent, The. Emperor tore him- 5 
{elf from me, and I departed With ſenfations, ſuch as 


only thoſe can know, who, themſelves being virtuous, 


have, unfortunately, met with vile and wicked men. 


Ide ill judging world has called the Emperor Fran - * 


cis, a weak Prince, T6 me he ſeems ſuperior to Cæfar, 
or Frederic the” Great. That he had a noble mind, 
what I have eited is an irrefragable proof; and, had 
not death robbed me of his protection, then, when he 
found me worthy, I thould. long fince have regained 
the Flungarian eſtates Lhaveinow forever loſt. 

I returned to my barracks in all the raptures of joy, 
and an order the next day came for my releaſe. I 
went with Count Alton, to the Counteſs Paar, Who 
deſired to ſee me, and, by her mediation; Loktained a 
private audience of the Empreſs, sos. 


. 


1 cannot deſerihe the Kindneſs of the fovereign's 


| how much ſhe pitied my ſufferings, how much ſbe 
, admired my fortitude. I had not opportunity t 
vol a word; her profeſſions of pity preventing my 


!tating the juſtneſs of ny caie, She told me the was 8 
S 


— 
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undiſturbed in poſſeſſion” of my effetts. We cons 
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 Mrrators: 1 would have fpeken! . Do not complain 
* of am thing,” Sich The, „but act as I '\defire—] 
note all—you r recompenſed 'by me 
u deſerve reward and repofe, and theſe you ſhall en- 
Je What ceuid l de I uſt either fign Whet- 
ever was given me torfign, or be ſent to a mad-hduſe. 
I received orders toaccompariy”M.Piltricwto Coun. 
ſellor Ziegler: Thither 1 wert, and the next day 
was” Ohliged to fig; in their proſerice, "the following 
conditions: 8 nnn 19 SALFS-3 OZ fs 4.3: en ©} DS. 
2 1 That T-acknowledged the will of Frenekſto 
be wald. „ et ect od bnd 16d 
| Secondly That I-renounced-all elaim tothe Sela. 
vonian eſtates, relying alone on her Majeſtyns favour. 
| Thirdly—That 1 eee my accountants 
5 and curators : And, FF eee oled. 
Laſtly— That 1 end Wes esu Vieinnas: / 
What more could have been aſked of my; had ab- 
4 2 of reward, 'deferved puniſhment? .y 31m, 
» "This I muſt frgn, or languiſh” in a priſon. Af duch 
be not athitrary power, what is n % fig! 2 2 


* #45 * 


So was 1 dealt n The Empreſs was prevented 
acting greatly and nobly, It is an exernabtruth-that 
this my miſtreatment wag Scaſioned by w_ refuſing 
to hear maſs; and that tlie pole ſſors of my eſtates 
were under the protection of the e [ys 95; 
What did 1 feel! How did my blood boil While ! 

"Fg ned! The confidence I had in myſelf affured me 
— obtain honourable employment in any country 
of Europe, by the exe tion of my talents, the labours 
of my mind, and the faithful recital of all my woes, 
At that” de Lhad nb children“; therefore little re- 
g retted 1 nh e U ws 8 e that 
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Juſtly. diſſatisved,. 1odetermined 1h avoid Auſtria 
e My honeſt pride ou ee me, 
by clandedine and; inficious : arts, td. approach the 
throne. 0 knew. ng; ſuch mode of, licking, fox jult- 
ice, hence, was Lan uncqual .match;for my *encmves-; 
hence my ills, hence my misfertunes. Camplaipts, 


aud appeals to quſtice, were arthally repreſented as 4 


ſplenetic effuſions, of a mag never. to.be ſatisfied, .B 
courts. of juſtice l had been ered 4/ appeals 1 
them were therefore vain indęe d, ᷑ ?!?! 
My 100 ſenſible heart was preyed upon, and corro- 
deus ey the treatment I met at Vienna. I, who with 


fo much fortitude, ſuch. uaſhaken honour, had/ſuſfer- 


ed ſo much in the cauſe of Vienna, on whom. the. + 
eyes of all* Germany were at this time fixed, to fee 
what ſhould be the 2 of theſe ſufferings; 3.1, far 
from being rewarded, Was again, in this country „kept 

a priſoner and delivered. over $9, thols by Whom 1 
had been plundered, ag a man inſane AA 

Before my intended departure to ſcck my 1 | 

1 fell ill, and ſickneſs al moſt brought mene. rhe grave, 


Ihe E preſs, hearing of my condition, in her ent 


clemency, ſent one of her own phyſicians 2 
charitable friar to my aſſiſtance 1 both of ; whom 
was at tat obliged de pay. My-owa. e 


5 re ſtored me much cheaper, This was to be * 5 ba. 
voured, diſtinguiſned 17 77 2 . I r f. bo 1 = $i os. 2 1 „ | 
At this time I received; unſolicited a maj6s's com- - OY 

; miſſion, for · which L was obliged do pa pay the fees. Be- 


ing excluded from actual. ſer vice, the title to me was 


of little, value my rank, in the army had been at 
leaſt equal ten yents before in othar fervice. The 
following words, inſerted in my commiſſion; are not 
unworthy. remarks :x Her Majeſty, in conſequence 
Many fideliey: and; zeul for her ſer vice, ſo coſiſpicu- 


© ouſly demonſtrated during a long impriſonment, my 


| « extraordinary endowments, and exemplary virtues, 


* 


had been graciouſly pſeaſed to grant me, in the im- 


* perial ſervice; the rank of major.“ The renk of 
3 n this Mt: voy: woc not have 
| ö | < e, 
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expected either the rank, of, general, gr _nmeſtora; 
tion of my gieat Sclavonian.cſtates. It had been fif- 
teen years a captain of cavalry, and, no.] was I moſt 
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be called to mind, the Thameful manner in which I had 
been pillaged, and-ſo repeatedly betrayed ;\ let Vien- 
na, Dantzic, and Magdeburg be remembered; and, at 

* the ſame time, be-this my promotion remembered al- 
known that the commiſſipn of 


=: m1 $332 4433 IIA INV -; \ # av LALLY „ ene 

gracoilly made an enen an-yn- 
* valid major three and twenty years ago, and an inves 
be lid wajor 1'ſtill,xemain J. Let all chat has been related 


* 4 
5 — 


fo4 Let it be farther knaw 
major might be bought, by any boy, for a few thou- 
£ ſand florins! Thirty thouſand. floxins only, of the 
money I hal been kohbed of. would have purchaſed a 
colonels commiſhon,; I ſhould; then He been 3 
companion for generals, enabled by my pay, I:'then 
might, have educated. children, for the good of he 
State, and my promotion would have placed me be- 

yond the per ſæcutions and. peculations of my enemies. 

It was the intereſt of theſe I ſhiould. be uſeleſs; and, 
tithereſore, I was made an invalid. During the thirty- 
* {ix years that I have been inthe ſervice ultra 
never had any man of, rank, any great general any 
miniſter, any preſident, my enemy, except Count 
Graſſalknowitz, and he was on my enemy becauſe 
he had conceived a friendſhip for my eſtates. 
MʃkRĩMy private character was never calumniated, nor did 
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any truly worthy man ever ſpeak of me but with 
rxreſpect and compaſſion. Who were, who are, my 
enemies ? - Jeſuits, monks, unprincipled advocates, 
wiſhing' to become my curators; referendaries, who 

died deſpicable, or now live in houſes of correction; 

or accountants, who purchaſed protectors, to avoid 
. dying by the hands of the, hangman. Such as live, 

live in , dread of a ſimilar end; for the Emperor 
Joſeph is juſt, and able to diſcover the truth. Alas 
the truth is diſcovered. too late; age has now 
| really rendered me an invalid. Men with hearts gl 
ſo baſe, ſo vile, ought, indeed, to become the 
ſcavengers of ſociety, that, terrified by their example, 
e „ ſucggeding 
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not rack the heart of 


wide w, and wholly. c 1 virtue our! 'of: Auſtria, > = 
ou for om preſerve a ys d men; after me, from 

| 7 
7 maven fait to 5 


8770 N with m val adele 
who ſhatl have: the' cunning, at rOPer: © 
to ſay, as they did af ws "Tre: 

* reſtieſs man; 9 compf Alt of every 5 
62 'of princes: FEM ſtill more than W. 4 
heart; denies that the Auſtrian Ulaus are capable 
« of! ety? | arid cating the Whole Pruffian army! 


My.fp ;rits re e my heart f en at the remen- 
brane & | 91; e GAS 4 
? Tee dug an cel bus inis Kn 


more to be odtaine⸗ Lattended the levee of Friuce 
Kaunita. Nor perſdhalty known'to him, he, on his 
| pinnacle off Ser, viewed” in mea crawling! inſcet 
among the Vari beneath.” I'thowght ſomewhat more 
proud thought myo a man; my actions were 
upright, ed: {6 mould ny body ue I. 1 the 
apartmerit and, atithe doof, was bs rat til 


8 1 abtained'an audience? OO 2» 
applied to the field mat fnal, from hom 1 reteiv- 
ed” this remarkable anſwer “ i you camot 


cd purchaſe, my: dear Trenck, it Wal be impothble to 
admit you into actual ferviee? "beſide, you! are too 

Old r arg ous very Kmeult⸗ cee ft I was 

then thirtyeſeven. I brieſty replied, «© Your” ec. 


© lency miſtakes my cherattet; T. did not come is 


1 © Vienna, to ferve as ar” ne waſor!®' NMy curators” 
* have” taken good eate I fheuld Have rib money to 
„purchaſe; but, had I älktens, I would never ob- 
* tain rank in the army by that mede I quittted*the” 
room with a rug. Theinexr day F addreifygt a me- 
moriał to the Emprefs, Which had H rem, might here 
deſer ve to be wholly inſerted: I did not re- demand 
1 Sclavenian eſtates, I only petitioned, 
1 „ Fir ſ.— 
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r Firſt Thurrghoſl whe had: arriedolb> quintals of 


\bdves: and gold, from the premiſes, and had rendered 
no account, either to me or the treaſury, ſhould be 
obliged to refundlat leaſt a part.. 

Secondly— That they hould be obliged to return 
the thirty-ſix thouſand florins, which had been ille- 

gally eee my family inheritance, and ap. 
5 — to a hof itz aS da e oÞ nt * 
hirdiy That the thirty-fix thouſand florins-mighs 
be repaid, which: Count Grafſalkowitz had dedutted 
from the allodial eſtates, foi e thouſand ſix hund- 
red pandours, who had fallen in the ſervice of the 
Lepeelb 2 1 not being in juſtice hound to pay for the 
lives of men, out of my private Purſe, who had died 
r in defence of the Daprefs. : vi} ni. bcob 
L Fourthly—I required that fifteen 'thoufand florins, 
which had been deducted from my capital, awd 52 
to the Bohemian fortifications, ſhould like wiſe 


4 


ſtored, together with the: fifteen” thouſand — 4 


been unduly paid to the regiment of Tren ck. 
Fifthly—1I reclaimed the twelve thouſand florins, 


| which I had been robbed of at Dantzic, by the treach- 


ery of the Imperial reſident, Abramfon; and public 


ſalisfaction from the magiſtracy of Dantzic; who had 


delivered me up, ſo e G the laws'of mos, 
to the Prufian power. * 
Theſe articles, and others; mais in ene 
rial, were indiſputable: claims, not being included in 
the renunciation 1 Rad, dome wum been oblix- 
ed to ſign. 


I likewiſe clainned - the exo tarde of Go ay 


cent. for the capital of ſeventy-ſix thouſand- florins, 
detained by the Hungarian chamber, hich would a- 

mount to tweritythouſand' figins 3:1 having been al- 

lewed only five per cent. and at laſt Kanne iÞ;. 


«I more particularly inſrſted on the reſtoration. of | 


my Sclavonian eſtates; and: a 2 allowance for im- 
provemegts, Which the very ſentence of the court had 


: granted, and WALES amounted to eighty gland. 


Po — 7. FF 


Radt,. His-own miſco 
and become a beggar. 
J found the following article: 


au arbitrator; I humbly 


Gele, r incontrovertible rights, | 


put nothing ] obtained, not ſon much as an anſwer 0 
this and a hundred other qimilar i pe titioms !! 

I muſtihere ſpeak of my — of mt 
actions during — — „0 had bought a 
houſe in Vienna; in the year 170, ſituated ba the 
Teinfaltſtrafle ; the price was ſixteen thouſand florins, 
thirteen thoufand of which E hach paid at different in- 
talments.- The receipts! were among my writings: 
Theſe writings, together with my other effects, were 
taken from me at Dantzic, in the year 1764. The 
colonel and quarter maſter, and all perſons of the regi- 


ment, of whom . might, require any account, were * 


dead, in the interim, nor have I, to this hour, been 


able ſo learn more than that my writings were ſent 


to the adminiſtrators of my affairs at Vienna. With 
reſpett to my horſes, effects, and property at Dantzic, 
in what manner dheſemver diſpoſed aſp no one could, 
or wouldifays:T do 3nomeny ad! oa by 


After being releaſed foods my dune eon at u Magde- 


. I ihquired concerning» my 3 but no longer 
found it. mine. Thoſe who had gotten: poſſe ſſion of 
my writings muſt have reſtored the acquittances to the 
ſeller, conſequently he could re- demand the whole 


ſlum. My houle, however, was in other hands, and I 
was brought in debtor ſix thouſand florins, for intereſt 
and coſts of ſuit. Thus were houſe and money for- 
ever gone, beyond redemption! Whom can I accuſe ? 


Again—I had two years maintained, at my on ex- 


penſe, Lieutenant Schroeder, who had deſerted from 
Glatz, and for whom Jafterwards obtained a captain's 


commiſſion in the guard of Prince Eſterhazy, at Eiſen- 
ut cauſed him to be caſhiered 
In my adminiſtrators accounts 


1 


Js Captain Schroeder, for capital, intereſt, and 
is of ſuit, fixteen hundred florins,”” 


It was certain, I was not a penny, indebted to this 
perſon ik howev er, had no redreſs, having been, as 
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cerningt this affair: I met Schroeder, by accident,” ag 


he was aſking. alm, near St. Stephen's 3: knew him, 
took him d res me, and” inquired "whether he” 
hac actually broad theſe fixteen hundred florins. 
Hebe inthe | ern 


3 
[5 


ative, No one” believ 
«y0u woultever: more have ſeen the light. I knew, 
you Had afriendfinip'forime; and would willingly! 
«fetve. nic; and, All being loſt to you, that yo ul 


ge ſomething to relieve my extteme nereffities. 1 


ment and ſpoke t ta. Dr. Berger; he agrer d we ſhould 
have the ſum, and His comrivance: was, I ſhould: 
© make'dath 1 had/Jert-you a thouſand florins, wäth. 
* out: having, received your note. The _mone yan Bao Was: 
paid me by M. Frauenberger, to who I ma 2 | 
©a-preſent of Fokay, for Madam Hunter,” © 
On! Excellent! This was the manner” in Kite | 


my curators took care of my property Many fihrilar 


iuſtances I could: produce, but I am too mue agitated, 
by che recolteQion: 1 muff, however, ſpeak” 2 word 
concerning: who and what my curators Wette 
The cnurt counſellor, Kept, was my adininiftrator, 
and counſellor Huttner, my referendary. The fub- 
ſtitute of Kempf was Frauenberger, who, being obliged 


to all as a commiffary clerk, at' Prague, during the war,” 


could not attend to affairs at Vienna, but appointed 


ore Krebs! as x ſub- ſübſtitute: Whether Mi Krebs 


hey reg fub-ſub- .lubtitgte, is more than I am able 


Doctor Bbrtracker as Fidet Loſſes rator; thongk 
there was no legal Fidei Commiſſum exiſting. Docter 


Berger, as Fidei ee Was ſuperintendent | 


over them all, aud, to them 
paid. 3 
Let us now ſee hat was the weighty buſinel hi 
noble company had to tranſact. I had ſeven nk 
thouſand florins in the Hungarian chamber, the intereſt 
* 1 yearly * „ 
by. | bs 4 4 


lalaries were to be 


* 
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| ait peng their whole ohen. and this 
was certainly ſo trifling that any honeſt man would. 
have performed. it gratis, Kempf haying luckily got 
a fat capon, wiſhed to pluck it in company with his. 
old craney ; he therefore. .gaye, him fan office. The 
war made money Icarce, and che diſcgunting of bills 
with I IRA was a profitable trade to my;curators. 
Had it been properly and honeſtly employed, Lihould 
certainly have found my, capital, 3ncrea 55 after my 
ten ,ycars, impralonment,.; ebene and, florins. 
Iaſtead of theſe, I received. t res thouland Morins at 
Prague, and nothing more ; and, gn compenſation... 
found my capital. diminiſhed ſeven thouſand florins. 
Frauenberger and Berger died rich; and the ſupe- 
rior being opliged to protect him whom he had em- 
ployed as a deputy, I muſt be eternally confined as a. 
mad man, leſt this worthy deputy  Thould-have been 
proved a roglte.,. II | 


8, This is the clue to the acquittal I 
was obliged to ign, , Madam N. wen at that. | 
time, a lady of the. bedchamber at court; ſhe. could 
approach the throue; her chamber employments, ino 
_ deed, produced her the keys of doors that, to me, 
were eternally lacked, g eee 
Not ſatisfied with this, Kempf applied to the Em- 
preſs, N her they were indeed acquitted, but 
not recompenſed, and that Frauenberg required four 
thouſand onns for remuneration. The Empreſs lad 
an interdict on the half of my income and penkon, 
Thus was J obliged to live in poverty, thus baniſhed . 
the Auſtrian dominions, Where my feventy-fix thou- 
{and florins were reduced to ſixty-three, the intereſt. 
of Which I could only receive, and that burthened by 
the above interdiät; che Fidel ment fun, and adi. 
tre de Of all. theſe exactions, none ſo nearly, 
o much affected me, as that of being obliged to pre- 
ſent four thouſand florins to. the man by whom my 
affaigz had been thus adminiſterel. „ 


S 


# 


Mn preſs indeed, during my ſickneſs, ordered, 
as an © Pecial favour, that my captain's, pay, during 7 
my ten years impriſonment, ſhould be given me, 2 
1 FOE; * mounting 


however, 1 never-prafited g for; Gurigg:twanyy three 
es that and more was fwallowed by journies to 
Vienna, cbicanery . of.courtiers,.,agents,. advocates, 
andi coſts of ſuit. Of ue eight thouſand forins, three 
were ſolen- during any-ilineſs ; the; court. phyſician 
muſt he paid thrice. as:much.as another, and what re- 
Mained after ac kger, was ſunk in the prepara- 


tions, I made, to. ſe fortune elſewhere. I had, 
beſide eight thouſand; florins to repay, which had 
been advanced by er While in my dungeon; 
four thouſand of which were ſent to General Riedt 
r £43 Þ onetts » $5547 amok got 
Thus have. I den rendered 00 poor that l have nev. 
er been able to repay my fifter's children the money 
their mother advanced, while my kind friends, at Vi- 
enna, have dignified me Wie the: et a diſcon- 
tented man. Nett $14 4 £5 41 Wo Yar by 
How far my captain's pay een rrfattin) of right, or 
matter of favour, let the world judge, 8 
went in the ſervice of Vienna to tha city of- » Dantzic, 
Neither did this reſtitution of pay equal the: ſum I 
had-ſent the-imperial miniſter to obtain my ftcedom. 
It has been aſſerted the Empreſs delivered; me from 
impriſonment. But no, I poſitivoly declare the cans 
trary. I remained nine months in my dungeon aſter 
the articles were fi unthoupht of; and, when 
mentioned, by the: Auſtrians, the King-had:twice re- 
jeded the propoſal of my being ſet free. Them affair 
AAually happened as follows, according to the account 
received from their royal highneſihs. Prince Henry, 
Hrince Ferdinand of , and, particularly, 
from the miniſter, Count Hextaberg. Generali Riadt 
had received my ten thoufand florins fulbſix months, 
and feemed to remember me and my impriſonment. xo 
more. One Gala day, however, on tlie 2 1, De- 
cember, the King: happened to be-in-an-extr4 2 ary - 
good humour, and her majeſty the Queen te Prin- 
cy nets, age the preſent monarch, ale to the im- 


1 | perial 
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zal miniſter ( This · is a fit opportunity for you 
= ſpeale/Iti behalf of Trenck He; accordingly; 
wiite his time, did Tpeak/ and the Ring -replisd; 
6 Veal „c iy wdidewt as gion bn 440} let * 
| of the whole compari * peared ſo res great, 
ret —— the! Great, 1 0e Dic 

Other eircumſtanoes which contribute to p | 
this affair, the reader willealy-cole& from Why Hiſc 
tory, ' That there were perſons in Vientia'who-earrs 
eſtly deſired to detain me in prifor” is indubitable; 
from their proceedings after my return. My friends 
at Berlin, my o] exertions; and my money; were wp 
deliverers. 29. HM $1247 a9 wig: ostuartt 1% 

For ſome weeks after I firſt obtained my CFheadety, * 
was generally abſent in mind, and deep in thought. 
This was à habit I bad acquired in riſon, and the 
23 fight appeared but as the vi ens ef lee p I 

often topped the ſtrebts, ſtared around me; doubts 
ed my own exiſtence, and bit my finger, in order to 
convince „felf Tas really awake and alive. 

How trifling how iuſignificant, does the por pa 
geantry f greatneſs. appear to me at this time! A 
_ thouſandipeopley uarioufly bedecked in all their ne- 
"yy wait, — Frey. appearance of fome extraordi- 
| doors are thrown open ! An 
— oo — Gxaciouſſy ſmiles; and every 

body moſt humbly ſmiles alſo]! She aſks a fe quef- 
tions, concerning the wind and weather, of an old 
prieſt in à red cap and ſtockings, then addreffes her- 
felt: to an inſignificant Eſop, on Whom all 'cagerly 
preis forward to fan . The- good Lady retires; and 

the hubbub of the ſynagogue enſues; and this is-eall- 
ed a levee . Nor to this-ſublime Honour may men of 
noneſt hearts, the friends of virtue, or their coun- 
try, find admittance: They have not the proper key, 
or, having it, hold it in eontempt. Oh, man! What 
Lou when called great and honourable! What 
art Wqughts, What thy dreams! Doſt thou call 
A mat of reaſon, a philoſopher What doſt 
thou thert a at nne 257705 . e long been a- 
voided. Walking 


. 


Walking round the ramparts of Vienna, h 
Ne from my ſickneſs, the vivifying Paving) 
the broad: expanſe of heaven, inſpired a conſciouſ- 
neſs of preſent freedom and of pleaſure indeſcribable. 
Iheardihe morning ſong of the lark. My heart pal. 
pitated, my pulſe quickened, the blood trickled 
through my veins wat delight, for I felt I Was a man, 
and recollected I was not in chains. Happy, ſaid I, 
what may, I fear not futurity ſo long as my feet, my 
will, and my heart, are free, and, like yonder lark, I 
can remove from land to land. My ſoul poured — 
its thankfulneſs fox this 4 of Reede 
I determined to fly Vienna, and ſ{cck. ſome. 2 — 
the world where virtue has nothing to fear from the 
tongues of ſlanderers, the commands of courts, or the 
arbitrary will of monarchs. . 

Tf I went into any large companies, their comedy ſo 
diſtracted my mind, — the lights {o® overpowered 
my eyes, that 1 returned home with hend-adb, . 
tude, and melancholy. 

An accident happened which ee b A. 
Marſhal Laudobn was going to Aix la Chappelle, to 
take the waters. I had always perſonally honoured 
and loved this general When he was no more than a 
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captain of pandours in my couſin's regiment. He 

ie went to take his leave of the Counteſs Paar: I was 
7 preſent, the Empreſs entered the chamber, and, the | 
EF converſation turning on Laudohn's journey, ſaid to 5 
me, The baths, alſo, are neceſſary to the re eſtabliſn- 
ment of your health, Trenck.” I was ready, and f 

followed him in two days, where we remained about 
three months. _ | < 
Here we were ſtared at as ane: 8 All the 0 
world wiſhed. to ſee him becauſe of his fame in war, 5 
and me becauſe of my ſufferings. The ſociety of this bk 
worthy general poured- balm into my.'wounded foul. A 


He was'as well acquainted with due as my; 
his fortitude and magnanimity had con d. 
mies. What he was he had made him 0k. | | 
Ihe mode of life at Aix la C hapelle and Spa pleaſed 0. 
me, where men of all nations mect, and where princes 


a7 * 
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are obliged to-mingle with perſons of all ranks, if they 
wiſh to ſeek; converſation, and Would not renouncy | 
A EE 
eſteem; and friendſhip; than a Whole life in Vienna. 
I ſcarcely had remained here a month befbre my 
ever good friend, the Counteſs: Paar, wrote to me 
that the Empreſs had provided for me, and would 
make my fortune as ſoon as I fhould return to Vien- 
na. J endeavoured, by my agents, to difcover in Hat 
this good fortune conſi ſted, but ineffectually. I hoped 
every thing from the Emprefs, W]1h¹ well knew my 
hard deſtiny. The death of the Emperor Francis at 
and I followed him, on foot; to Vienna 
By means of the Countefs Paar? I obtained an au- 
dience in a few days. The Empreſs received me gra- 
ciouſly, and {aid to me, © I will prove to you, Lrenck, 
that I keep my word. Ichabe inſured your for- 
* tune ; Iwill give you a rich ank prudent wife.“ 
I replied, “ Moft gratious Sovereign, 1 cannot de- 
termine to marry, and, if I could, my choice is al- 
ready made, at -Aix la Chapelle.“ HOW are .. 
© you married then ?“ Not, yet, pleaſe your Maj-- 
eſty. “ Are you promiſed???” * Ves. Well, 
© well, no matter for that, I will take care of that af 
* fair ; I am determined on marrying you to the rich 
* widow-of M-———, and ſhe approves my choice. 
She is a very good kind of woman, and has fifty 
* thouſand florins a year. You are in want of ſuch a 
v6 wife.“ ; TRE > 5 . a . HE 
1 was thunder-ſtruck, This lovely bride Was an 
old canting hypocrite, of ſiæty- three; extremely covet- 
ous, and a termagant. I anſwered, I muſt frankly 
peak truth to your Majeſty; I cannot confent, did 
© ſhe poſſeſs the treaſures of the whole earth. I fcek 
% happineſs, and not miſery, I have made my choice, 
and gixen my word of honour, which, as ah honeſt 
man, hast not break.“ The angry Empreſs re- 


N garded me with contempt, and faid, * Your unhappi- 
d neſs is your own work. ; Act as you think proper; 
5 | \ | | ' „ L-have 
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„ have dener“ Heft my audience ended, and, thus 
diſmiſſed, I bade am eternal adieu to any hope of re- 
Ward from empreſſes and kings. dort E H bs Bote 
Had I been inelined to make my fortune, by marry- 
ing an old woman, L might long before, in 1730, have 
married one in Holland, — three! millions. This 
propolal was to x jenſc-me for the Joſs? of my 
Sclavoniameſtates) and all my other innumerable. af- 
flictions. Compliance was, moreover, impoſſible; I 
was beloved in Ain la Chapelle, where mutual affec- 
tion, reaſon, beauty, pp ak exalted mind, all 
PHE future happineſs; ond e 1595 55 7 
IL was not aftially affienced at ic time to myyt pre. 
ent wife, but love determined me to ne Jer. | 
; N an intimacy” ſo far advanced. Sar d 
Marſhal Laudohn knew my millrels) and 3 
the: match. He was acquainted! with my heart, and 


- the warinth of my paſſions, perceived I-could:not con- 


quer the ſecret deſire of vengeance on men, by whom 

I had been ſo cruelly, ſo wickedly treated. He, and 
my friend, Profeſſor Gellert, — 1 viſited at Leip- 
fie; both adviſed me to take ter mode of calming-pal- 


ions that often iv ſpired projects too vaſt; and that, 


Seeking tranquillity: IL mould fly tho a of the 


great. 4 48 £ 110 = ' 3+ ds *. 5 T "$32 % 4 fre 


This friendly u Far Goon by on wiſhes, 


+4 returned to Aix la Chapelle, i in December, 1763; 


5 et rr youngeſt daughter of the former Bur- 
maſter De Broc. . He was dead: He had lived on 
is on eſtate at Bruſſels; where my wife was born, 


| Fro educated.” He had been called to this -honoura- 


ble office, by the unanimous voice of the citizens of 
Aix la Chapelle. He was the deſcendant of an an- 


- cient and noble family, in the province of Artois ; 


and ſome of his predeceſſors, Who poſſeſſed eſtates 
near Aix la Chapelle, had, I know not for what rea- 
ſon, accepted the dignity. of knights of the Roman 

Empire. My wife's mother was filter to a vice 
anne of pry 647 Baron Roderthy Hom of | 


I 


„ 
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It is not generally knoun at Vienna, that one of the 
two Burgomaſters of Aix la Chapelle muſt always he 
elected from a noble family, and the other from the 
citizens. My children, therefore, can prove their de- 
ſcent to be noble, both by the male and female line. 

My wife has been with me in mbſt parts of Europe, 
where ſhe has always been eſteemed as ſbe deſerved. 
She then was young; handſome, worthyland: virtuous, 


has borne! me eleven childrenp all of whom ſhe has 


nurſed herfelf; eight of them are! ſtill living and have 
been properly educated. God. grant I may be ena- 


| bled ever to provide for her as ſhe de ſerves, and as 1s 
my duty. IVO and twenty Fl years: has me - borne a 
part in all my ſufferings, and-wwelldeſerves reward. 


During my late. ſhort: abode at Vienna, I made one 


effort more; IL ſought an audienee from the prefer 
Emperor Joſeph, related all that had happened to me, 


and particularly remarked ſuch defects as I had ob- 


ferved in the government and regulations of the 
couritry. He gave me an attentive hearing, proved 
bis deſire to incereaſe the happineſs of his people, and 
communded me to commit my thoughts to writing. 
This I accordingly performed, ſtatin 
and unreſerve, the obſervations Thad 


with preciſion 
made on affairs, 
civil, military, and economical. | . 


Might I publiſn chis writing, I am perſuaded it 


would dome no diſhonour, but, on the contrary, ſhew 
the monarch has, long fince; profited, by many of the 
improvements therein ſuggeſted. My memorial was 
graciouſly received ; all I petitiened for was ſecreſy, 


having therein named ſeveral; perſons, who were a- 
gain capable of making me wretehed. I, farther, gave 


a more ample account of what had happened to me in 


various countries, and which prudence has occaſioned 


me to expreſs more cautiouſly and darkly in theſe pa- 
ges. My memorial, though giaciouſſy received, pro- 


duced no effect, and I haſtened back to Aix la Cha- 
peil 5151 be 8 lin WER anon) x 


For ſome few years, I lived here in peace; my 
bouſe Was the rendezvous of the firſt peeple, who 
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came to take the waters. I began to bo more Kleben, 
and every where precured e enen among the 
try ſirſt and beſti hebe. 
Falle itedFiofelbr Gellert at Leipic;>ſhewed 
klin me manuſcripts, and aſked” his advice, eontern- 
in g what baanch of literature hethought it Was proba- 
-Hle:FImight beſt ſuecced in. He moſt apptoved my 
lables and tales but blamed the exceſſive Freedom, 
with which I ſpoke, in my politieaÞ' Writings. I ne- 
gletted his advice 701 wut 1 ealamities were 
neee gebn ed h NGO 
My wife brougbt * Ain W Besémbetz 4766. tt 
1 took this opportunity” of Writing to the / youthful 
monarch at Vienna, Though publiffied in Ty Write 
ings, under the title of Belifarius to the Einp Jul- 
N Aithink it neceſlary to inſert what föllows here. 
6.98 If our Majeſty i is informed of my marriage.” My 
wife. has borne - nie à for, whom I. have chriftened 
„ Joſeph. The imperial chamberlain, .Calontt and 
© Baron Rippenda, ſtood ſponſor, by proxy, for your 
Maejeſty. This was done without firſt obtaining 
& your- Majeſty's: confent. 1 flattered myfelf your 
ts. Majeſty would gracioufly be pleaſed, thus far, to 
67 konour me, knowing my loyalty, and my misfor- 
Itunes. It is, indeed, my hope, that my conduct will. 
5 procure: from your Majeſty a more happ . nay? 
This fon I hall educate in the fime loyal benen les, 
{+ and; rather than depart from hem, he n nbe 
+ poiſon from his mother's'bteaſt. : 
«Moſt gracious Emperor, While Five he will be 
« provided for, but at my death, then muſt he fay to 
* his: ſovereign, I am the fon, and. rightful heir of 
„boch thie Trencks, whofe lands and poſſe ſſions have 


been ſeized by ſtrangers and aliens. I look up to 


55 you, gracious: Sovereign, as a protecting Deity for 
„my poor children. May your Majeſty participate 
my joy, and:yraciouſhy welcome this new citizen of 
che world. May it alfo pleaſe you to inform me 
„ whether-it be your gracious er -l F ſnould far- 
* TI preſent. my. — in writing, for your high 

nn, 


* 


; BARON, 'TRENCK. « 


$4 2 bection. My enemies at Vienna daily increaſe 
rength, but auen our ſovereign protection I rely, 
40 as whatever may be my fate, hall moſt faithfully | 
and eternally remain the dnn ene my Empe- 
C3 ror, and my country., AIs bas 7120 fo, SILRENCK??. + | 
{I have at ae my xeaſons for inſerting the fol- 
lowing anſwer, which was written hycthe Emperor's 
own hand, and i 18. Rilli 1 ole, 1 Das < Nas! 
2700 Dear Major Trenck FL! 111 og da 8 £3 ghd 
am well plealed,, that you. Have chriſtened your 
« ſon Joleph, and have N el 1 ppenda xc 
„my proxy As A-prock of, my good. wiſhes towar 
o 1 have, for manifeſt reaſans, ordered that, 
* henceforth, you ſhall receive your: 2 at Bruſſels, 
* mitcad of Vienna. Continue t0,ſend me your writ- . 
© ings ; I am pleaſed to be informed.of the truth; but 
5 hey. will, giye me more r He ſhould you ſend 
ON! them fimple and ung me HAY! in their mer 


ee (3; Siggi gan, TON 5d 
40:7 20K 1 kee yours, EP i br, aqq 25 ns 
311 10 116400 4 Fial I: 9 0.8 E Pp e * p 81 


10 gl e received orders to 8 with 
ajeſty's private ee Baron, Roder; hat 
this i was, mult mot here be. td, ; Suf- 
fice it to. Lay, 90 attempts, to lerye, my country, were 
fruſtrated 3 1 ſaw. deſetts.. too , cleaily, 1 ſpake...my 
thoughts.t99. frankly, and. wanted ſuflicient. Faellen 
ever to obteig favour. geb Nd ann is 
In the vear 15 767 L wrom.. Be. Macedonian, "Hero, 
which, be game as famous throughout, all Germany as 
my Eulenſpiegel., (The. Malicious Wag) The e poem 
did me honour, but entailed; NEW, perſecutions}; 35 Yet 
having wrote. it, I never, could repent, I have. bad 
the honour of preſenting, it. 10 five. reiguipg Princes, 
by none of whom, it has, bean burnt. The. Empreſs 
alone, ,ycas highly: Cage IL had ſpoken: as Nathan 


did to > David... 290 dhe. Jes us BOW. eng der my 
enemies. I All 2: 8 

The followi ing. My trick was played ma in the year 
2768. . ſrier. dein Brullels, was.commillioned to re. 


. 2 ceive 
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ceive my quarterly; pay, from whom. learnt an N 
dict had been laid upon it by the court called Haf- 
ö kriegſrath, at Ne which had been condemn. 
ed to pay à note eee eee to Lone th. 
with fourteen. wears. intereſt. 

Buffy wWas à Known ſwindler.. 1 was tens TY 
man on earth had zny ſuch. claim :. I therefore. j Jour- 
neyed, poſt-hafte, to, Vienna. No hearing. 0 Elis 
factory account was to be obtained. 8. e eee 2 
Res jam judicata eſt.: lentence is paſty 3herefore a ture. 
ther: vt bel are too late. 

Lapph to the Emperor Jetepn OED þ — 
or and my head, to prove the falfification of this note; 
and intreated a reviſion of the cauſe. My requeſt 
Was granted, and my atterney, Weybrauch, Was an: 
upright man. When he began to ſpeak, and re- 
queſt, a; dxy. of reviſion, to be appointed, be Was 
' threatened to be committed by the referendary, Zetio; 
mould be undertake to . interfere and defend = Wh 
affairs of Trenck, He: anſwered, firmly, IIis de- 
5 fence is, mn buſnets. in this. place ul; know my: 
7 caufe to be good. Silenco was.  imyaſcd,. Aid: yotha 
ing further done. ? t 2veEr :; 
Four months., did comin} 1 + e the 
day was. appointed to reviſe. this cauſg. It; now ap- 
neared. evidently there v ere eraſures and holes through 
the paper, in three places: All. in court were con- 
vinced the claim ought to be annulled, and che elai- 
mant puniſhed, Zetto, notwithſtanding, ardetedithe 

arties to withdaw, and then fo, managed that the 
judges reſolves. the caſe muſt be again laid. before he: 
: court, with fetmal written. proofs, 

This gave time for new knavery: I was obliged to 
return to. Aix la Chapelle, and four Years: : elapſed be- 
fore this affair, clear as the meridian fun, Was decided. 
Two prieſts, in the interim, who were fuch as: father 
confeffors to convents,ufually are, took falfe oaths chat 
they, had actually ſeen me receive: the money. At 
length, however, I proved that the note was, dated a 
year after I had been impriſoned at- Magdeburg, I, 
couſ-quentlyy. 


BARON” TRENCK. why 


conf vently; could nöt give any Höck note in Viewnk, 
Nay, farthe „ m gs roved the ery writs of 
beg court nud Nbewite beck Falfified; Zeito, Ihe ref. 
erendary, and Buffy, were abfOltitely che Torgers, but 
3 happened to be too attive, and any attorney tog Bon- 
oft, to loſe this cafe. Twas" obHyed to make three 
very e expenſive jourtiies from Air * "Ch: apettc'ts vi Vi. -- 
enna, left judgment ftiould ge by default; | Sentence 
at laſt was. neceffarilypronouticet ; e ry cauſe, 
and the note Was declared 2 forgery, But the" colts 
amounting to three thouſand" five Ruared Horins, 1 
was 'obli 8425 pay, for Buffy evuld. not; nor Was We 
l y punithed, though at laft driven from Vier 
na for his villainous/afts; * "Zetto,' kowever, ſtill con- 
tinued reſerendary, fill continued, for ei ghtcen year . 
my barbarous perſeeutor ; tall, not long lince, he Was. 
deprived of his office, 3 and condemned to the kouſe of 
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May ne auch judgments MT ain 8 given in 
courts at Vienna 7 Where, Pe am the dnly one 
whoſe perſeverance and courage would Rave demon- 
trated their injuſtice. But this perfeverance, this, 
courage, have made theſe courts my enemies, as Thaue 
fince bitterly experienced. Too late was Zetto pun- 
iſhed for the welfare of many a widow” and orpham 
and ſtilt are numerous of his Wile practices unknown. 
Ihhis cauſe excited many remarks at Vienna; T gain». 
ed much honour; but more expenſe and trcle. E 
took this opportunity to ſolicit juſtice in my ether af. 
fairs, but to little purpoſe, except that the world be- 
gan to know me n and Were me mewhat more 
0 its | 

FL I: e of the! works ereilte at Alx K. 
Chapelle, wh men of all nations and charaQers m 
particularly Englifn. In the morning. I might con- 
verſe with a lord weten, in the afternoon with. 
an orator of the King's party; and at night with an- 
honeſt man of no party. n converſation like this, 
knowledge is acquired and imparted. I ſent Hunga- 
ian wine. into to Evgland * France, Holland and the En- 
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pire ; this occaſioned me to undertake. long journies, 
and as my increaſe of acquaintance; gave me opportu- 
nities of receiving many foreigners with politeneſs in 
my dn houfe, Was myſelf allo well. received wher. 
ever I Went. iA 213 ae mid, abou! "_ 
Ihe income I: ſhould have had from, Vienna, 
Was all ingulphed by law-fuits, chratars, attornies nd 
the joutnies Liwas;obliged to undertake 4 baving been 
thrice cited to appear, ii perſon, before the-Hofkrieg- 
frath. To mie nothing remained; I. was deſcribed as 
a dangerous malccontent, who. had deſerted his native 
land, by which! inſinuations my enemies took care to 
profit. I, nevertheleſs, remained, he the euntry in 
which I lived what it would; an honeſt man; one who 
eould provide for his own,xece ſſities Without mean- 
neſs or the favout of courts; one whole Lane 
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Was every. where eſteemed. In Vienna, alone, Was 
unſought, unemployed; and obſcure, Gan Andi ut 
My love of the chace made me particularly accept. 
able to the Engliſh, Who brought with them their 
own horſes and dogs, to hunt the wolf and wild boar, 
animals not to be found in their own country, I, in 
return, paſſed whole ſummers at their country ſeats in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, and thus abtaincd a 
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thorough knowledge of the nation. 465 nt 4344575 
The Elector Palatine had granted me a certain, ex- 
tent of country in the territory of Juliers, where I 
might hunt, and the Count Palatine of the Rhine, 
ve me permiſſion to hunt Where I pleaſed. To de- 
End this right of hunting was now my duty, and oc- 
caſioned various diſputes.z, thefe, howeyer, were not 
often determined in courts of law, but, ufually, every 
mzn.aflerted his claim With his MB . 
One day an accident happened, on this occaſion, 
witich made me renowned aver the country as a magi- 
eian, as one whom, lead could not penetrate; and who. 
Rad power over fogs and clouds. 9111 Hud 
I had a quarrel with the Palatine: preſident, Baron: 
Blankart, concerning'a hunting diſtric, I, therefore, 
nutz to him that, on a certain day, he ſhould repair: 
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to the ſpot * dome, at 
ten in the morning; with ford and hoping he 
vould there give me ſatisfaction for the affront T had 
received. Hither F went, Withr two hunmfmen; ard 
two friends, but inſtead of che Baron, was aſtoniſhed 
to find two hundred armed peafanta aſſeuabled .. 
What was te be done p I ſent omeaf: my luintſmen 
to the army of the enemy; inſorming chem that; did 
they not beat à retreat, I ſhould re- It as in the 
month of auguſt, the day was clean and: Hhẽt and, ſud- 
cently, a thick and impenetrable fog arofe. Mu huntſ- 
man returned, with intelligence that, hivving deliver- 
ed his meſſage juft as the fog came on, chefe : valiant 
heroes had all run away in the greuteſt friglitt. 
T advanced, found nobody, fired my piece, as did 
my friends and follo wers, and manched to the manſton 
E adverſary, where my hunting! horn wäas blown. 
in triumph, in his Courtyard, The runaway peafarits 
fired ut a Giftanice,' but the eee —_— 
an A WITT anne 11.4303 165% 
horn taken this' ſatiefa@ton; J returned d 
ele 1 Tale reports had preceded me. My wite 
expected 1houtd be breugbi home dead, and that 
many others would be maiĩmed, Nr e hangs . n 
"miſchief. had happened. dn Jo 28815 
It foon was Er gated through the ner chin 1 
was a Magician Tails fog to render myſelf invul- 
nerable, aud "that the truth'6f this could be juſtiſied by 
two hundredeye witneſfes. Alt the monks of Rin 
la Cbapefle, Juliers, and Cologh, publicly preached 
concerning me, reviled me, and wirned the people.» to 
beware of the areh-magicfan and. lutheren Trenck. 
On a future oecaſion, this belief] turned to matter 
of meriment,” I went to hunt the wolf in the ente 
ſive ſoreſts of the county of Monjeye, and invited . 
peafants and townſmen to che chace. The frſt 
we had but little ſport; toward evening I, and 
forty of my followers; ꝛetired to reſt in the neighbour- 
ing tins huts, well provided with wine and bran- 
. N dg” laid - * ig neceſſary vt 
5 |  " Gthoul © 


Tut 1 1 r E o 


rarge e Wir Piech dan Bad- them 1. 
1 new, that bene; mart oor er eye and that 
. * none of you may excuſe yourſelves. on your pieces 
s miſſing fre.“ The guns were accordingly reload- 
ed, and placed in a ſeparate chamber, after Which tl 
began to eat, drink, and dance. While they were 
merry. -making; my huntſman privately went into this 
chamber, drew the balls, and charged the pieces with 
powder, various of Which he loaded with double 
#4 ys), np Some of their tote min 1 U avs) into oy 
ket. j — I 284 44 WP l — 

In the Meng a d set 15 dent my ey fel. 
lows, to the chace. As we walked, their-converſa- 
tion turned en my necromaney, and the miraculous 
manner in which I could envelope myfelf 1 in à cloud, 
or make myſelf bullet Joe What is that'youare | 

talking abeut, my lads?” faid I. Some of theſe 
e unbelieving good folks,“ anſwered” my huntſman, 

« afhrm your Ronour is unable to ward off balls,” — 
% Well then,” faid 1 „laughing, to one of them, fire 

&% away,” my good fellow, and try.“ The man refuſed, 

N; my W ae took his piece out of his hand, and 
fired. I pretended to parry with my hand; ids call 
ed, Let any man, that is ſo:' inclined, fire, but only 
one at a time. Accordingly, they, began, and pre- 
tending to twiſt and turn about, I ſuffered them all to 
diſchafge their pieces. It muſt be remarked I was per- 
FeRly ſecure, as my people had carefully noticed that 
no man had reloaded his gun. Some of them receiv- 
ed ſuch blows from the guhis that were doubly charg- 
ed, that they fell e A riged i in amazement, at the 
powers of magic. advanted; holding in my hands 
tome of the marked balls. “ Let every one chooſe. 
his own, called I. All ſtood motionleſs, and ma- 
ny of them flunk home, with their guns on their ſhoul- 
ders; lome A 17 remained; and our port was excel 
tent, | p 
On N the monks of wi la Chapelle: again . 
** to preach. My black art became the theme of the 
* country, and, at this day, many of the people 
| Preſens 


e 
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preſent will make oath that, they fired: Abe 
that, after catching; tham an my hand Lreturne ed the 
balls. 10 no 429" nnen lors vorn Men 1 
Thus eaſy is it to Ape this. Ty: iſe; Wor . Ny 7 
and invulterable 1 77 ities Mere publiſhed. through out 
Juliers, Aix la Chapelle, richt, and, Cologne, 
and perhaps this belief has more anten times ſaved 
my life z, the prieſts having. up en their 
pulpits, in a country which ſo [wasms with, high-way 
robbers that one hundred, and; ſaxty, men have bern 
broken alive or the wheel, ua and burnt, With- 
in a year, and where, for. bngle dur, any man may 
hire, an Allafhins | Bols N ow itA. 20 Kit 03-,2wol 
It is indeed no ſmall matter of ſurpriſe? that I ſhould, 5 
for years, have preſerved; my; liſe infa town,; Where 
there are. twenty:three monaſteries and churches, and 
where the monks are all adored 9 many deities. 
The catholic; clergy had been fuſhcicntly, enrag ed 
againſt, meg by, my poem of, 5 The Macedonian Nie- | 
% ron; and, in 17721 publiſhed a new paper, at Aix 
la Chapelle, and another periedical Work, entitled, 
„The Friend of Men,“ in. which: L.endeavourcd, to 
unmaſk. hypocriſy, Indeed for me, an apoſtolic ma- 
jor of the apoſtolie Maria: Thereſa, to-wnite thus in 4 


town. ſwarming with friars, and in a tone: Adden 1 
£6; was unezampled; | od ts Ans $i wink LT B 
At preſent, now toleration and freedom of opinion 
are more encouraged, by the Emperor, Joſeph II. ma- 
ny ſuch eſſayiſts encounter higotry and deceit with rid- 
icule; or, wanting invention themſelves, publiſh ex- 
tracts F wWritings that belong to the age of Bu- 
ther. I have the honor of baving attacked the very | 
pillars of the Romiſh hierarchy{in days more danger- 
ous; I may hoaſt of being the firſt German who, un- 
protected, raiſed a fermentation on the Upper Rhine, 
and in the ſtate of Auſtriay ſs; advantageous. to truth, 
the progreſs of the human n and the hap- 
Panels of futurity, | 
Let the world read nil judge my whip 1 1 They ; 
contain thing inimical, to che pure e We 
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by Chri, I axtacked the ſale of indulgencies, the. 
avarice of Rome, the lazineſs, deceit, licentious glut- 


tony, robbery, and blood Tucking of the monks of Aix 


Ja Chapelle, who ſought the murder of each other in 
the very church, and. in preſence. of the altar. 


I wrote as a moraliſt, and morals do not enrich monks. 


adjutors, declare, every Sunday, from the pulpit, 


publicly naming. me, I was a free: thinker, a Wiz- 


and the Church, ought to aſſaſſinate. The. Jeſuit, 


Father Zünder declared I was invulnerable, and 
a day was appointed, on which my writings were 
to be burnt before my houſe, the houſe itſelf e- 


raſed, and its inhabitants maſſacred. My wife received 


letters, Warning her to fly with her children for ſafe- 


ty, which warning ſhe in terror obeyed. I and two 


of my huntſmen remained, provided with eighty- four 


loaded muſkets. Theſe I diſplayed in the gallery be- 


fore tke window, that all might be convinced I would 


make a deſperate defence. I lived oppoſite the court 


houſe. The appointed day came, and Father Zünder, 


with my writings in his hand, attended by all the ſtu- 


dents in the town, appeared ready for the attack; the 
other monks had incited the town's people to a gene- 
ral ſtorm; no man, however, had the heart to appear 


in the. market place, while I ſtood in a gallery ſo well 


ſtored with fire arms. Thus paſſed the day and night 


in ſuſpenſe, 


In the morning a fire broke out in the town. I 
haſtened, fearleſs, with my two huntſmen, ſecretly 
well armed, to give aſſi ſtance: We, daſhed the water 
from our buckets, and all obeyed my directions. Fa- 


ther Zünder and his ſtudents were there, likewiſe; 


I approached him by degrees and {truck his anointed 
ear with my leathern bucket, as if by accident, which 


* 


* 


no man thought proper to notice. I paſſed undaunt- 
ed through the crowd, the people all ſmiled, pulled 


off their hats, and wiſhed me a good morning. Such 


Are the populace when they perceive they are not fcar- . 
V | ed. 
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ed. The people of Aix la Chapelle were ſtupid big - 
ots, but too cowardly to murder a man WhO vas pre- 
pared for his on defence. Here the threats of my 
adverſaries, for this time, ende. 
As I was riding to Maeſtricht through 2 hollows 
way, a ball whiſtied by my ears, which, no doubt, was 
a meſſenger ſent after me by theſe perfecuting prieſts. 
When hunting near the convent of Schwartzen- 
bruck, three Dominicans lay in ambuſh for me behind 
a hedge, One of their colleagues, Who often hunted 
with me, pointed out the place. 'Iwas'on my guard 
with my double-barrelled gun, drew-near, but callea 
with a voice of terror“ Shoot, ſcoundrels! But do 
not kill me, ſor the devil: ſtands ready for you at. 
your elbow!'“ One fired, and they all ran; the ball 
hit my hat. I fired likewiſe, and wounded: one del- 
perately, whom the other two carried off; he recove 
ered, however, and afterward cloped with a cow-girl. 
Their attempts at poiſoning me were all unſucceſsful, 
for I always ate at home, In the year 1774, journey- 
ing from Spa to Limbourg, I was attacked by eight 
banditti, The weather was rainy, and my muſket was 
in its caſe ; my ſabre was entangled in the belt, fe 
that, unable to draw it, I was obliged to defend mv- 
ſelf as with a-club. I ſpraug from the carriage, and, 
_ with every effort of nature, fought in defence of my 
life, ſtriking down all before me, while my faithful 
huntſman protected me behind, Idiſperſed my-abeil- 
ants, haſtened to my carriage, and drove awvay.. One 
of theſe fellows was foon after hanged, and owned, 
hefore execution, that the confeſſor of this banditti 
had promiſed perpetual abſolution, could they but 
diſpatch me, but that no man could ſhoet me; becauſe 
that Lucifer had rendered me invulnerable. Perſua> 
ded ef the truth of this, fortunately for me, they had 
only allaulted me with clubs. My ſtrength and agil» 
ity, fighting too for life, was ſuperior to theirs, and 
they buried two of their gang, whom, with my heavy 
ſabre, J had killed. I eſcaped with a bruiſed arm and 
3 ; my huntſman received a violent blow with 
a ſtone, 
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- To ſuch exceſs of cruelty may the violence and rage 
of prieſts bo carried ] Yet did not my writings contain 
a ſingle word inimical to the pure morality of Chriſt: 
I attacked only grofs abuſes, the deceit and laſciviouſ- 
neſs of che monks of Aix la Chapelle, Cologne; and 
Liege, where thev are worſe than cannibals, wallowings 
like ſwine, in the ſlough of ignorance and gluttony. 
I wiſhed to inculcate the true Chriſtian duties among 
my fellow citizens, and the attempt was ſufficient to 
irritate the ſelſiſh church of Rmeaͥa‚ͥ‚ͥ· 1 
From my Empreſs I had nothing further to hope. 
Her confeſſor had painted me, with all the craft of a 
prieſt, as an arch-heretic, and a perſecutor of the holy 
and bleſſed mother church. Nor was this all; opin- 
ions were artfully propagated, through Vienna, that 1 
was a reſtleſs man, dangerous to the community. 
Such, indeed, is the univerſal ſuppoſition of all who 
have neither perſonally known me, nor read my writ- 
ings. i 188 | © hy ab 0 12 42 © einen 1 1 wr e. 
Hlence, too, was I always wronged in courts of 
*idicature, where there are ever found wicked or big- 
5d men; Ihe latter thought they were ſerving the 
exuſe of God by injuring me; and the former are ever 
the enemies of pure and ſimple truth, undauntedly diſ- 
played, it being their intereſt that virtue and patriotiſm 
Mould fall the victims of falſchood. Vet were they 
unable ee my writings producing me much 
money, or being circulated: through all Germany, — 
The Aix la Chapelle Journal or Gazette became ſo 
famous in the firſt year, that in the ſecond, I had four 
thouſand ſubſcribers, by cach of whom I ganied a 
—B nne ano adit en 
he poſt-maſters, who gain confiderably by circu- 
iating newſpapers, were envious, becauſe the Aix la 
Chapelle Gazette deſtroyed ſeveral of the others, and 
therefore formed a combination. 2 
I will briefly notice what ſo much contributed to 
the ſale of my paper. I was acquainted with moſt 
countries and courts, in which I had the beſt of cor- 
reſpondents ; whereſore, inſtead of merely relating 
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aſt W 0 could fortel wan I was, ſometimes 
bbliged to be ambiguous, "ur A YIEROS > wiin arty 
* of being underſtood. 
Prince Charlès of Swetlen cideſfs brothierof the preſ- 
ent King, placed the greateſt confidence in me during 
his reſidence at Aix la Chapelle and Spa, and I ac- 
companicd him into Holland. Whai 1-took my leave 
of him at Maeſtricht, while we were in the ſubterra- 
nean gallery of the fortificatious, he ſaid tome; When 
© my father dies, either my brother ſhalb be king, or 
& we will loſe our heads.“ “ The King died, and 
Prince Charles ſoon after ſaid, in theqpoſtleript of one 
of his letters, What we ſpoke of at Maeitricht will 
© ſoon be fully ebnen and you may 2 come 
eto Stockholm.“ 
On this I inſeited an be my Cuntdie; 3 
ing a revolution had taken place in Sweden, and that 
the king had made himſelf abſolute. The other a- 
rs thought proper to expreſs their doubts, and 1 
immediately offered to eu thouſand ducats on 
the truth of every article publimed in my Gazetre un - 2 
der che tule Kix la Chapelle.“ The 8 of. the 5 
revolution in Sweden Was i 1ſtantaneouſly, conbrmed. 
This incident added Wantz 10 the” mne of my 
a TL 303 IE 
— foretold the Poliſh e Wende 
ſooner than: any other; but how' I obtained this in- 
telligence muſt not here be mentioned. I alſo was 
active in the defence of Queen Matilda of Denmark. 
The French miniflry were highly offended at the 
following paſquinade: “ The threg eagles have rent 
the Poliſh bear, without loſing a feather, with which 
6 any. man ir tlie cabinet: of Verſailles can write. | 
Since the death of Wim 8 write * W 
& with-goole quils.“ 
By deſire of the King of Poland, 1 wrote a e 
of ng e e made to afaſßene him, aud named 
| the 
: * The Seviurid noadugt to 105 the hilton of kis father was 
Jo limited that he was: not a king, Ie preſent monarch 
has taken care to have no ſuch complaint, 4. 
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the nuncio, who had given a general — the 
conſpirators in the chapobe of t the holy virgi | 
The houſe was now in flames. — iafiſted 1 5 
Moulck recal my words. Her nuncio, at — 
vented-poifon, daggers, and ex communication: The 
Empreſs. Queen, herfelf, thought proper to interfere. 


J obtained from Warſaw. a copy of the examination of 


the confpirators for my juſtiſication. Ibis Iethreat- 
ened to Publeſh, and ſtood, unmoved, in the defence 
of truth. I derived new fonsurg but new perfecutors, 
likewiſe 3 as for protectors none; mine was the fate 
of all reformers, 3 muſt expedt ne A 


the grave K iog 58] 11 8 


The Empreſs wieteite IP poſt⸗ nde üdertl. :6f 
the empire, commanded hinto lay ar anterdlichb on the 


Aix la Chapelle Gazette. Informed of this, I ended 


its publication with the year, but wrote an eſſay on 
the Partition of Poland; which, alſo, did but increaſe 
ray enemies. The prieſts June care not to be idle at 
theſe moments. 
The magiſtracy of Alx la Chapelle is elected tem 
the lower ranks of people, and the Burger S court 


econſiſts of an ignorant rabble. I know no exceptions, 


but Baron Lamberte and De Witte; and, to héighten 
the ridicule, this people aſſume to chemfelves titles of 


dignity, for which they are amenable to the fiſcal 


court at Vienna. Knowing I found little protection 
at Vienna, they imagined: they might attack and drive 


me from their town. I was a fpy on theirgvildeeds, 
of whom they would willingly have rid themfelves. I 


likewiſe knew that the two ſheriffs, Kloſs and — 


and the recorder, Geyer, had robbed the town cRamber 


of forty-thouſand dollars, and divided the fpoil. To 
theſe I was: a dangerous man; for ſuch reaſons, they 
ſought a quarrel with me, pretending I had committed 
a trefpaſs by breaking doe a hedge, and ſent a Wy | 
geant citing me to.appear at their town-houſe. 3 
It is a well-known right of the empire, hat no 
mag ibtrate of | theſe 'courts can enforce the perſonal | 
appearance « of a ſcaff. officer. n en * mM 
8 the 
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the court called Hoſkriegſrath,- at nas! But by 
this court they ſoon underſtood 1'fhould not be prom 5 
tected. A molt! difagreeable hi n enfued. By 
accident ] obtained a letter from Count Gravenitz, 
member of the Aulie council, tothe polt-maſter, 
Heinfberg, With whom I had allo 5 ſuit pending, in 
which he ſaid, that though juſtice was on my. ſide, dr 
would undertake to weary me by procraſtinamion: 
He fulfilled has promiſe, and an * 7 9 to. 
pay three — aj florins of gold, under 
cution, while I was abſent at Vienna, eee 
to chnae night 432923 Hurt 

This was a trifle. The coftmaies Heinſbeng, of of 
Aix la Chapelle, although te had two thoufan | 
hundred rix. dollars of mine in his poſfethon, 5 
ted falſe fuits againſt me, on pretence of a note, which 
was nothing more than a receipt; for a thoufand dol- 
lars on account, obtained verdicts againſt me contrary: 
to the moſt clear and evident juſtice, feized. on a cargo 
of wine, worth three thouſand eight hundred dollars, 
at Cologne, and I, on the whole; incurred loſſes to the 

amount of eightoen. thoufand flarins, exclufive of the 
interruption given to the trade I carr ied on in wine; 
which devoured the fortune of my! wife, and by 
which ſhe, . and ws e Were re- 
duced to poverty. 

Let it not be imagined.” dhe are NN aller- 
tions. Ihe preſident of one of the counts, to whom 
] complained,” after moralizing concerning the vanity 
of carthly, and the reality of heavenly hopes, in a let- 
ter, told me, It might be the will of God that I 
„mould be treated with injuſtice. He could afford 
me no help, for he had received her majeſty's com- 
6 mands, -The reſerendary, Gravenitz, him- 


felf, in 1778, with tears in his eyes, acknowledged 
how muebh he had injured me, affirmed he had $2 
deceived, and Ae he would endeavour to obtain 
reftitutions 1 Was moved, and fergave him, and he 
attempted to keep his promiſe.; but his power decli- 
_ ** corruptneſs had been. manifeſt, the * 
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had received were become too. public. He was at 


Length diſpeſſeſſed of his poſt, but alas! too late for me. 


He now lives, like the greater part of my enemies, a 
baniſhed man in Poland, deſpiſed, and in Poverty. 
Two other of my judges. are at this time obliged, in 
chains, to ſweep the ſtreets. of Vienna, where they are 
condemned to the houſe of correction. Had this been 
their employment, inſtead of being ſeated on the ſeat. 
of judgment, twenty years ago, I might have been 
more fortunate. It certainly is a remarkable circum- 
ſtance that I fhquld ſo often and ſo continually have 
been deſpoiled by unjuſt judges. Who would have 
dared to have pubhihed their deſerts during the plen- 
itude. of their power? Who would have had the- 
temerity to. affirm their evil ſhould hereafter bring 
them to attend on the city ſcavengerꝰ I, indeed, knew 
them but ioo Well, and, fearleſs, fpoke what I knew. 
But IL Was a reſtleſs man! A ſlanderer of imperial 
courts, of juſtice II It was my. misfortune, not my: 
fault, that I. was acquainted with their mal- practices. 
ſooner than my grac ious ſovereigg g. 
Here let the ſcene cloſe on my litigations at Aix la. 
Chapelle and Vienna. May. Ged preſerve every: 
honeſt man from the like! True it is they hang heavy 
on my heart. They have ſwallewed up my own 
property, and that of my innocent wife, Enough !. 
neee oft brite proctel ct aw 7: 
From the year 1774 to-1 7775 I chieſty ſpent my time: 
| gland and France. I was 
intimate wich Dr. Franklin, the American miniſter ;: 
alſo, wich the Counts, St. Germain and Vergennes, 
who: made me ad vantageaus propoſals. to goto Ameri- 
ca.; but I Was prevented accepting them by my affec- 
tion for my wife and childcenmnn. 
My kind friend, the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel,; who: 
had been governour of Magdeburg during my impriſ- 
onment, offered me a commiſſion in his ſerxvice among: 
che troops going to. America: but Lanſwered—- 


% Gracious prince, my heart. beats in the cauſe of 


* 


& freedom onl y, Lwòill never aſſiſt in euſlaving men, 
| | e 
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4 Were J at the head of your brave grenadiers, L 
, ſhould revolt to the Americans. 

During the year 1775, I continued, at Aix la cha- 
pelle, my periodical eſfays, entitled, The Friend of 
„Men.“ My writings had made ſome impreſſion; 
the people began to read; the monks were ridiculed; 
and became more humble: my partizans increaſed, 
znd their mne dender A the Sooe fortune to get him- 

lelf cudgelled. 8 * 

They did not Sete Mette my name ie publickly, but 
catechilet their penitents at confeſſion, During this 
year various fimple people came to me from Cologne, 
Bonn, and Duſſeldorf, deſiring to ſpeak with me in 
private. When I inquired their - buſineſs, they told 
me their clergy had informed them I was propagating 
a new religion; in which every man muſt fign himſelt 
over to the devil, who then would ſupply them with 
money. They were willing to become converts to 
my faith, would Beelzebub but give them money, and 
revenge them on their prieſts. My good friends,” 
anſwered I, © Your- teachers have deceived you: L 
e know of no devils but themſelves. Were it, 3 
true that I Was founding a ne- religion, Fe con- 

55 yerts to Which the devil would fupply witff money, 
c your biſhops and prieſts would be 99 very Arſt of 
© my — and the moſt catholic: Lam an honeſt 
© mor my worthy friends, as a Chriſtian ought 
to be. Go home, in God's name, and do your duty. 
Be honeſt and induſtrious, and you will not then | 
Want the devil to bring you money. 

I forgot to mention in its place that the icerder 
or or preſiden: of the ſheriff's coutt at Aix la Chapelle; 
who is the ſon ef the banker Geyer, and who is called 
Baron Geyer, had aſſociated himſelf, in 1778, with a 
Jew-convert, and a knight of induſtry ; and that this 
noble company, in concert, Fwindled a Dutch mer- 
chant out- of eighty thouſand: florms, by aſſuming'the 
arms of the Elector Palatine, and producing forged 
veceipts and contracts. Geyer. was taken in Amſter- 
dum, and. would have becn HEY __ that, by tha 


ad. 


ä . ; 


aid of a faithful ſervant; he effected his eſcape,” He 
returned to Aix la Chapelle, where he enjoys his 
honourable office. Three years ago it Wat proved he 
had robbed the towchamber. His handfome wife 
was, at that time, gener: pear = and procured him 
| powerful friends Jon court. The atlextions of this 
1 worthy gentleman found greater credit at Vienna than 
4 thoſe :of the innocent, the injured Trenck. Oh, 
7 Shame Shame I — Oh, World! World ! World 7 : 
AIy Witte trade was fo fücceſsful that 1 had corre- 
| dents ahd ſtores in London, Paris, Bruxelles, Ham- 
burg, and the Hague, and rw ry —— 
florins, With the moſt flattering, — 4 
land. One unfortunate day as My el. 
ful Bepgy ir Gil trae,” . Faker gab OT ee et 
Being in London, 1 n of eighteen hes. 
ied ameas by afwindler. The relating of FP 
will de but — eq the Enghifhmation. ' The 
fault was principa brother-in- aws, a 
man, who parted with — before he had —— 
ed the money. In England there is no law againſt 
fach deceivers. They bid you truſt nobody, »yeu 
Winchen not be Wroriged. And wen I mad been 
| and afked my friend's aſſiſtaner d was only 
ddt; as if they wem happy that - am Eoglith- 
man lea che wit to cheat a German. I cannot give a 
moet hftery-of this affatr, but it is neceſſury 
to narrate it in the abſtract, our prejudices being = 
fron nenne oma "— 
Briti nation, 
"Finding wyſelf defrautied of my wine, I — to 
Sir John Fielding. He was acquainted with me, told 
mie he knew had been fwindled, and that his friend- 
ſhip would make him ative in my behalf; that he. 
N alſo knew the houſes where my wine was depoſited, 
6 and that a ee, of his runners mould go-with: me, 
5 fJufficiently ſtrong for its recovery. I was little aware 
4 


that he bad, at that time, two hundred bottles of my 
beft Tokay in his cellar, His pretended kindneſs was 


rn: ; he Was in partnerſhip with — the 8 | 
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pid among e only he hung, and 8 the 
moſt adroit for the promotion of trade 

He ſent a conſtable and ſix of his runners with me, 
commanding them to act under my orders. By good 
fortune I had a violent head- ach, and could not — 
them myſelf; but ſent my brother-in-law, Who ſpoke 
better Engliſh than I. Him they brought to the houſe 
of a Jew, and told him, our wine, fir, is here con- 


cealed;” * — it Was broad — She 2 Was 


2 — and there found a great part. of n my wine. ar! of 


wrote to Sir John Fielding, that he had found the 
wine, and delirzd to know how he was to act. Pield- 


ing; by a verbal metlage,: anſwered It muſt be tak . 


en by the ner.“ My brother accordingly; got a 
cart, and ſent me the wires eck ine fas; 8 


„ 


He attended the runners, in like manner, to the 
houſe” of another Jew, where. they proceeded as be- 


fore, and he eee quite een at n nc. 


Jane the wine 


Next day came a conteble, with 4 — Gangs | 
© He wanted to ſpeak with my: brother, and that it 


eas to go to my friend, Sir John Fielding.“ When 


he wäs in the ſtreet he 1 him with his taff, and 


told him Sir, you are my priſoner. F Here i it * N 


9 


be remarked chat no man can be arreſted in his.own 


houſe in London: ; but that, when he is in the. ſtreet, 


and the conſtable has touched him with his aff, he is 
beyond delivery; and thauld/he Fung would be Nop- 


"Fu by the people. 


An this I Was a ſpeQaton of through. the 3 
unable to give RIGS tae I, went, . ae 
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Sir John Fielding, and aſked what it all meant. This 
upright juſtice anſwered, in a magiſterial tone — That 


my brother had been accuſed of felony. The jews 


and ſwindlers had ſworn che wine was a legal purchaſe. 
If I had not taken care to be 2 — or was ignorant of 
the Englith laws, that was my fault. Six ſwindlers 
had ſworn the wine was paid for; which circum- 
ſtance he had not known, orhe ſhould not have grant» - 


ed me a warrant... My brother had alfo broken open 


doors, and forciblytaken away wine which was not 
his own.” They had legally made oath of this, and ws 
on charged with burglary and'robbery., + 
Ile farther deſired me, immediately, to giseeib in in 
« thouſand guineas for my brother, for his appearance 
in the court of king's bench; orherwile, his trial 
Would ezediarrhy'c come on, and in a _ 2 he 
would be hanged. 


„ Whatwwas — 80 at Ade myſel han treated 7 


And how willingly would I have plunged my ſword 


2.50 $a ea of 2 ar er og this I 
| * London. 75 en nee 


4 —— 0 2Was my friend, who 
— — what had been told: me, adviſed me imme- 
diately to give bail, and he would chen deſend my 
<aufe. :T-appticdito Lord Mansfield, and received the 
ſame anſwer. I toid my ſtory ro all y great friends, 
who were chiefly members of parliament, and they 
laughed at me, — J ſhould trade in Loudon, without 
detrer underftanding the las. My intimate friend, 
Lord Groſvenor, faid, © Send more wine to-London, 


and we will pay you To well that you with foon re- 


coe your ite his is the character of the na- 
tion. I am certain he would have 9 but 
1 wanted the neeeſſary capital. 

I u went to my wine merchants, hed had stock in 
hand of mine worth upward of a thouſand guineas. 
They gave bail for ox brother, and in a: ir days 'he 


Was releaſed. eier 


Fielding, in the Interim, ſent — runners to my 
houſe, took back the-wine, and: reſtored it to che * 
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as property of which, they had been. robbed. They 


| threatened farther to proſecute. me as; a, receiver. of 


through Dover, to Paris, where L immediately ſold of 

my remaining ſtock at half price, honoured my bills, 
and ſo ended my merahandiaee . 
My brother returned to London, in November, to 
de fend his cauſe in the court of king's bench; but the 
ſwindlers had diſappeared, and the lawyer required a 
hundred pounds to proceed. The concluſion of all 


rhis was, my brother returned with ſeventy pounds 


leſs in his pocket, ſpent as travelling expenſes; and 


the Rock, in the hands of my wine merchants, was 


detained: on pretence of paying the: bail. They 
brought me in an apothecary's bill, and all was loſt. 
Thus do the Engliſh treat the Germans, notwithſtand- 

irg 1 had ſo many friends in Londoͤn. 


I might fill a volume with fſimiler inſtances“ L 


ſhall only relate one ſhort ſtory. A German vielin- 


maker, in London, intending to return home, had 


bought his wife a filver coflee-pot, which. was. left 


ſtending on the table in his chamber. Some one 


knocked atethe door, and two. ſews entered. One be- 
{poke a violin, the other, While he Was converſing, 


ſnatehed up the coffee - pot, and ran. Ihe German 


looked round, and milled: the cofſce- pot; but the 
other Jew told him, Do not be uneaſy, my friend, 
* go with me, and Iwill make my comrade give you 
back your coffee- pot. It is only ſome trick ʒ he is 2 
mad Headed:fellowe? ! fin nh ny lame ds ell, 
Ihe poor German went with the Jew, whobrought 


him into a chamber, where were four other Jews; and 


his coffee-pot on the table. He took it, and ſaid, 


* God be praiſed, I have found it once more. The 


Jew anſwered not a word; and the German returned 


home with his coſtee-pot. Forthwith went five. 1f- 


raelites to the juſtice, and ſwore that the German had 


entered their chamber, and ſtolen thereout a filver 
coflee- pot. A conſtable attended them to the Ger- 


man's houſe, The Jew ſaid, “That is my coſtee- 
| | 6 I 
pot; 
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pot and the other ſwearers anſwered, * Yes, that is 
yours.” The German was taken into cuſtody, and, 
being deſtitute of witneſſes, was hung upon the evi- 
dence of the five Jews. CCC 4 
I poke with this poor fellow in priſon, who told 
me the flory himſelf, and actually ſaw this honeſt man 
hung, by the pitilefs Engliſn. What will my readers 
now {ay to this high -· eſteemed nation, which, in reali- 

, for a thouſand reaſons, merits our contempt _?.,,.. : 
Enough of the proud and ſelfiſh Britons, who would 
treat us, and all other nations, as they do their .negroes, 

were we to fall under their dominion,* '. + ,, 
* The names of the wine merchants are omitted in the 
tranſlation : The Baron may have been miſtaken : they 
may have ated honeſtly. There is no doubt of the Raron's 
veracity ; that is, ſpeaking from the conviction of: as. qwn 
mind. © He was in England, and, as he himſelf afſerts, 


moſt ſhamefully ſwindled'; thoſe concerned have ſence be- 


come notorious. Theperplexities of law daily expoſe the 
natives themſelves to the arts of the diſtoneſt. This is an 
inevitable defect, the conſequence of an advantage, the value 
of which foreigners feldom underſtand ; they are from 
temperament, more haſty than the Engliſi ; they have been 


\. accuſtomed, in ſtates leſs free, when injuſtice is manifeſt to 
more ſummary proceedings ; and, when they have any di- 


pute in England, they uſually fall into the very worſt 


hands, ' Let us hope the Baron was miſinformed, haſty, 


and that the memory of Sir. Fehn Fielding has been wrong- 
ed ! If not— ! | | r 
The Baron jo little knew how he was to act, at: it is 
m poſſt ble, from his narrative, to ſay whether quis brother 
was arreſted as a der or impriſoned as a felon. His 
perplexity and diftreſs inſpire abhorrence for thoſe infiru- 
ments by whom, in ſteud of vigorouſly protecting a m- 


formed ſtranger, they were increaſed. The luberal-minded 


Engliſhmen witi pardon his feoerity on the nation, remem= 
bering how he was treated though by individuals whom 
this and every nation muſt pity and deſpiſe, The flory of 
the poor German and his coffer-pot, if the Baron was not 

| 5 10 deceived, 
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iculars remain to naa Aix la 


Chapelle, for Which I have not fufficient room in this 


lace. 

K The Swediſh General Sprengporten came to- Aix Is 
Chapelle, in che year 2776. He had planned and 
carried into execution the revolution fo highly ba- 
vourable to the King, but had fuddenlyleft Sweden in 
diſcontent, and came te takes; waters with ond ö 
hypochondria. i 

He was the moſt a uus man in eden nk 
had told the King himſelf, after the revolution, in the 
prefence of his guards, ® White Sprengporten can 
hold a ſwords, the King has nothing to command,” * 

It was feared he would go to Ruſſia, and Prince 
Charles wrote to me, in the name of the monarch, de- 


firing I would exert myſelf to the utmoſt, to make 


myſelf intimate with him, and perſuade him to return 


. to Sweden. No taſk could have been more difficult. 


He was a man of unbounded pride, Which, notwith- 
ſtanding the gteatneſs of his ahilities, rendered him 


either a fool or a madman. He hkewiſe agilen ev- 
ery thing that was not Swediſh, 


Never did I undertake any affair with mere ardour 
or better ſucceſs ; I accompliſhed my purpoſe, gained 
his friendſhip, an unlimited power ever his ny, 
and reſtored him to his king and country. Mk 

The Pruſſian minifter, Count Hertzberg, the faths: 


year, came to Aix la Chapelle : I enjoyed the honour” © | | 
of his ſociety and cenverſation three months and * vow l 
1 


ry where accompanied this great man. To his 


_ ality am I indebted, that I can at preſent retern to my 


country with honour.——Asoften as they reat. this, 
let my children remember the reaſons I have had for 
aan this n in e infant hearts. 
The 


; deceived; is indeed a iragical # one ; yet would the 6805 of 


Ave Jews have hung five hundred, or five thouſand, Eng- 
liſhmen ; were they equally deſtitute of the means to prove 
the falſity of ſuch'accufations, Not the laws, not the nes 
_ wicked men 72 were guiliy of this murder, I. 

a 
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T he time. Lhad to ſpare was not 19 in 1 254 $4 
I attacked thoſe ſhar ers 1 2 my Week! 18 Writ * O0 
attend at Aix la Ch apel le and Spa, tn pl - k 
inhabitants and viſitants under the onnivance of the 
magiſtracy : nor are there wanting: rie noblemen,, 
WEG become the: A ot theſe pe o ſociety. = 
The publication f fuch ** ruths Tendon my life 
from ſome of the deſpe ra oes, Who, Ws 5 steckte. s. 
had nothing more to Toles; * How powerf When, inno- 
cent life, how great that preſence of indy hich con- 
ſcious virtue infpites, [nothing can more ally prob 
than that I ſtill exiſt'; in deſpite of all the — mpts o 
wicked and ignorant, monks, 29 deſpicable. 1 
Though my life was miuch diſturbed, yet 8 er 
repent of my manner of acting: Many a. Ing ang; 
a brave and worthy man have I preſerved, {AR 
ſtruction, detained from th. gaming table, an d perſon 
ally pointed out to them the molt notorious ibarhers,, 
This was ſo injurious to Spa that the biſhop of, 17 
himſelf, who enjoys a tax of forty PE. cent. on all thei 
winnings, and therefore: protects ch villians, offers 
me an annual penſion, of five hundred guinegs, i 1 
would not come to Spa: or three per cent, on the 
winnings, would I but afſociate myſelf, with Colonel. 
1 N t, and raiſe recruits, for the gawing tabl 
; My fv may eaſily be imagined, yet. 7 this, Was bY 
* | threatened to be excommunicated i by * IL catholic. 4 
Þ church.” 
< 1 bad u my family paſſed the greatelf pa art, of 3 
14 ſummers in Spa. My houſe became t e rendezvous.” 
1 of the beſt and moſt reſpeQable part of the one 
it. and 1 perſonally known to Toms: of the mo worthy, 
. People in Europe. Ve 
| _— Through life it has N my conſtant defire 0 28. 
oy. for the benefit of others, and to obtain juſlgge to „the 
iti! __ _ whole world; as well as for myſelf. Fatal expggence..., 
[| has convinced me how viſionary, ſuch ſchemgg ; WY i 
| By an effort of Iſls kind I. CES 5 ſelf new conſe ot 
unecalineſs.” 
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A WBteht arge between be top | wh BEL la Cha- 
ws aid Baron Bla, ankar rt t, the mal et the hounds to 

e Eleftor Patartkis'; in a 178 9 con- 
62 1 Eo, 7 W 


trels cb Bat Blas 
ye the” chure KY aha. ts 
x 1a Chapelle, K ah | 1 5 50 ah 
bree deſpo iki I. e £30 oil, OT SEL 
This Selle A: Pp 8 0 to tlie town, 
and” to the Elettor Palins - t 
highly profitable 55 abr, whoſe office.i it was to pro- 


tekt the rights of the town, 7 as. to tholz perſons 
who were deputed to detent the claims of the Elec- 
tor! the Hatter kept a Pharaoh, bank, the plunder of 


which kad before enriched the town; and the former 


Kahr, under pretence of defending. theis cauſe, em - 


bezzlett the money of the people; ſo that both pa 12 


; ties, inſtead of wiſhing to end, endeavoured with all | 


their power to prolong the litigation. 

It vexed me to the heart to ſee their proceedings. 
| tht ſe Who ſuffered on each fide, were deceived ; and 
1 conceived the vain project of expoſing the. truth, 
and obliging theſe diſhoneſt agents to an e 
tion. For this purpoſe 1 journeyed to the electoral 
court, at Manheim elde 


and obtained full powers to act as arbitrator. The 


miniſter of the Elector, Bekkers, pretended highly to 


approve my honeſt zeal, conducted me himſelf to an 
audience, made me dike at his houſe, took me to the 
opera, ſaid a commiſſion was made out for my ſon, 


and forwarded to Aix la N Which was a falfi- 


ty, and the moment he.quitted me, ſent poſt to Aix la 
Chapelle, thereby to fruſtrate the very attempt he 
pretended ſo much to applaud. | He was himſelf in 
league with the parties. In fine, this honeſt, but filly 
interference in what did not concern me, brought me 
only trouble, expenſe, and chagrin. I made five in- 


2 jour nies to e till at dende I became L 
{o : 


but, at the ame time 


the facts to the Elector, 
produced a plan of accommodation, which he approved, | 


4H 
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fo diſſatisfied diet I FERN, to quit Al — CHa- 

pelle, and p et rp; Heel bw in Aultria,,” here 1 
might, live in phitoſophic eaſe, and purſue the inno- 
cent avocations f 4 culture. Bi Fro I, F288. 3096ITG 

© The" Bavarian 108 Was at thi a el a gitation 
my own. pn uy HE me to Paris, and hare I te 
ed particular” e off reat core ttence't* This 
1 communicat 5 8 Se, Duke of loreuce, on 
my return to Vienna. The" Duke departed to join 
ile! zrmy in Bohemia, and I Bad occaſion again to 
write to him, and from the importance or the Fer 5 
thought, i it my duty to fend 4 courier at my on ex- 

ene. The Duke fhewel my letter to the Emperor; 

Lok intelligence Was received, but 1 myſelf remained 
annoticed. | Who DI 

Fdid not think m yſelf very Aale in ſoreign countiies, 
during the time of war, and therefors urchaſed © t 
Wrafhi pof Zwerbach, with appurtenances, Which, 
with tlie concomitant. expenſes, coſt me ſhxty thou- 
fand florins. This jordſhip Was in a, fuinous condi. 
Boſs and was to be reKopec by ray money BS. ind 


4: 


* 


— 


70 conclude this purchaſe, 1was Sbliged, at great 
enpcnſe, to ſolicit, during eleven months, the refer. 
engdary, Zetto, whoſe prelent habitation is che houſe of 
correction, and his good friend whom he had appoint- 
ed as my curator, and my new. eſtate was Meeile 
made a Fidei commfſum, for my kind refetendaries and: 
curators would not let me eſcape contribution. The 
fix thouſand florins, however, of which in one year 
they exoncrated my purſe, would have done my fam» 
ily much fervice, 
Is May, 1780, 1, went to Aiz h Chapelle, where- 
my, Wite's other died} in, July, and'in, September, my 
wife, myſelf and family, all came to Vienna. 

My wife ſolicited the miſtreſs of the ceremenies to. 
obtain an audience. Her requeſt | was granted; anch 
{he had the good fortune to gain the entire a e 
tion. and walter of the Empreſs. Her kindnels was 

1 expreſſion: * herfclf iner my wife 
12 


2 


5 + ara 


. 


B A 1 TR IKE | «+ 
I, 6 1 bancareyjob 12 A bIneitfllio of 
be Archy ery al e. of for 1 dcn, and 


Saen INES gran 955 —.— ceremon 19 | 


Fd en er every w eh RY, Aang IN ute 


ae . © to, — . — into, my 
* 


try I hope to cen 19 at vo may, 
bf, ppier in Auſtria, th 1.4 i fee 


Ea 11 cg b 7 5 1 mer 5 
gad tor e e 


all, Ou 1 lo Me £14 Arte ehre. ea 0 nn 
e 5 
dere 40 hex, requelt, was COmP wk | 
a 19.96, © This e third rung ap, ub 

n * have — * vou fortune, hae ” 
age 17 — 15 ol bier s, 1 
a s th hat. 973 matron. She deliredto { lee, my, ba 
adding, 4.80 excellent a a moth "Io mall 555 Ne : 
20 charming . Fhild LED. * She £ ben F 85 of my 
VER 90 \* How much, good might you Taid the, 
195 you, but) 895 in the c gau! e 0 relig ion e 
proſpe now ſeemed to brit ghten, and a appy 


| 1 o approach, My wife, received more honour 


and” ieee ile the remained at Vichna, than x N 
ny of Ly Hrſt la 885 of the city, F 


1 


41 1 or Rh AY ESRIGDs, where we lived” con- 
tente RY W. zen, af bout tO. return. to Vienna, and {o- | 
licit the J&L ſtitution. of ; A part of 1 my! loft fortune during 


43; is, 


1805 died, . e pil, my bie Were ,OVErCA 571 
i forgot to relate 1 ter. Wy favo 15 9 0 
the - Arch- Buchels Maria PA ip oke to me in the 


ts Ak * 
this momentary | un Une of the court, i. Great The- 


name of the, E porch 11 gehred me to tranſlate à xe- 


uten 1 b by the Abbe Bau- 


I: ious, Wor 
3g 975 


rand, Into. 8 1 a da have little { 
ſuccels,i in. gen Hut that ! ou d obey liex maj- 


A comm n FL 1 gan my Ay took . palſag s 
Bol Baudrand, 925 78 eftec more of my own, EA 
the cenſor 1 was Jef 50 faſticlicu us. in, "the examination. Q 
what was *entitled a tran{ltign, . 8 "The fixlt volume Was. 
sued in ſix Weeks; the Empreſs "FOE it admira- 
Aa2 i 


* 


282 rr Fr o lob 


ble. Tue ſocond koonubsorvd, and — 
myfelf. Sheaſkedime 1 the rit : L an · 
 AvereUFT hopediſt will be fomd more excellent. 
| d ND aid meg never in my life read a better 
| ip e bock and added, ſhe much wondered. how I 
1 could write ſo weth and ſo quick I promiſed wnoth- 
"of er- volume witlimd mom Beg HT 
1 - - 1/2 Before the third was ready; Thereſa died, and my 
f expectations deſcended>with mer to the grave; She 
= e e orders, on her death bed, th have the 
: writings of Baron Trenck read to her; and; though 
! | | hevieo/itellthe well” knew the injuſtice that had been 
1 done mb, An AlL I had lofty yet, in tlieſe her ſaſt _ 
[0 meiits, whey! he hadihe moſt FX vourable of __ 
+ nirics; he Kepta'daftardly filence, though he h given 
1 me his facred promiſe to ſpeak in my behalf. 28 
14 --*: Tho — me, after her death, andl tk. 
9 Arxch- Dutcheſs even commanded that I ſhould print 
1 hat I have here ſtaed, in the preface eber. ird. 
it Fo, volume, and this was my only ſatisfactionn 
j | Untoward, indeed, has ever been my fate.“ For one 
wal thirty years had. I been ſoliciting my right, which, 
j I never could obtain, becaufe the Empreſs Was deceiv- 
7 ed by wicked men, and believed me an arch-lieretic. 
| | Inithe thirty-ſecond; my wife had the good fortune to 
- convince her this was falſe; he had determined to: 
4 make me reſtitution, and my rr a e and. 
{ 7 1 yur at this moment ſnhe diet. 
On Fortune, how doſt thou fponiwith the puffs 
ef men Yet, was it not fo much the fault of Fortune 
;o - as'of myſelf; i I was at length humble enough to ac- 
| cept juſtice as a favour, but then it Was too late. My 
heart Was conſcious of not needing favour or forgive- 
neſs, for I had never done illꝭ therefore did I continue 
unfortunate; I chofe the narrow patk of innocence, 
my enemies the open field of vice. Their ſtation Was. 
the ſtrongeſt and. they have kept poſſeſſion, All con- 


2 D 3 e <A 
ago DTD r —— 


it is teſt is now paſt; Iam too old, and need reſt; 
= For m = children's ſake have I written this hiſtory, 
| have tol 


theſe open truths, which perhaps may draw» 
down new periecytion. on my Ban, The friends of 
> 2 | iunocence 


Tamil yy we only en 


Moſt Gracious Emperor, 


BA RON TRX CK. "by 


nndorne ill def their Fricuide ol have" taught 8 | 
to live ſatished in this world; with what ad neceflary, - 


and without whats — — Be chis their inher- 
itance, inſtæad of their great-Selavonian ſtatet for 
the reſt, Lleaue it m God 2 — fame in 
which ſtheir forefathers haut Wa. v bit on 


The —— granted —— rye Empreß, in. 
. conſequence of my! migfoxruncs, land; Qur emerous. 


joyed nine month. 2nd: en 
i | Thad the vves:tep rived at hy thema] * 


bPappeeſſdd Abet, — various other penſibne, as: die 
hen ſome to the ſtate. He perhaps new nothing of 

che ſ affair, as I never Aoligihted;! Vet much Ra it 
grieyed melo Perhaps 4 may find' relief when the ſighs 


_ wrung from me ſhall reach the heart of dhe father of 


his people, in thia my laſt writing. At preſent, noth- 


ing for me remains, but to ane * Ariel. 
in enbirh!k!k!k bob uy 3 -d 


FR 
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After the death of the Empreſs, that Light fu, 


every daty:tomy family, I wrote to the 


Frous to he fully informed of what] had 20 hope.——. 


£3 Bat 


This was my memorial, L butt « FE FO 


1. 18035 1 


An awork printed at. Aix la Chapelle, in. 1772, 


-% the melt anti, parts of which T had the honoun 


& to. preſent to you, in 2705, in.mauteſeripyin the-fol- 
_ «low paſlage $351 11 3 vat Þ 


All oppreſſed ſubj jeQs ought, at ſtated dom, to have 


. acceſs to the . - thoſe whoJhould prefer falſe 
complaints, feck to.) deceive; or obtain favours un- 


*meritefl, ought to be moge | rage Tt 5 


„ mutilated in the pillory .! 


4, moſtygraczous- eee . am the firſt who. 
will pronounce judgment on ny felf, if-I am not able- 
to prove I have been moſt unjuſtly oppreſſed under 

the reign of the great Maria Thereſa, and deprived: 
- 2 of an immenſe property by unjuſt judges, and men in. 


power: I therefore humbly pray a judge may be ap- 
„ pointed, before whom I may de ene to pro- 


I duce my proofs. I am, Gracious Monarch, your- 
Lever anten ſukjo,: 2 TRENCK? + 


— 
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In vain did I hope an anſwer; my petition remain» 
Ae r isn 3 tied It! = . 
v1 t Sror thou proper 0 ect t 

legacies nd monics beſtowed on. ;bpſpitals, ide 
one fund, The ſyſtem Was wiſe. 1 good My 
cui Trencks as Tage rs & id, had . 175 


De e orins fe e for 


the poor of Bavaria, Who, been n by him, 
and his pandours. This 4 ſhewed he had no ER to 
do, having dedu deduBied d the ſum from the family eſtates; 
I therefore petitioned, the Emperor that theſe thirty 
— . florins might be — as by right they 
ought, to me and my geader who were the people 
whom Ixenck had. indeed made poor, — 0 
property, of his acquiring having been left, to pay this 
legacy, but, on the contrary, the, Wogen: Having Dor. 
viglently.exaftcd from mine. age e ee Ae 
Ales J The memorial came before thoſe. who, KI, 


al informed. of the re deemed the 1 ho 


laborigus. In a few days it was determined 
be.anſwered in 65 love toge, in, —_— On fix WH 
ini art e , All, my, petitions and remonſtrances 
Had been, anlw : 1011320 S943: Ja Ian 4 43987 

ITE ZAQYEST, vr 1 4 Perron zy; axxo BE. 
GRANTED. afs 21 PATE CA WERE {554 
ol Fortune, my. irre 0g e. enemy, perſecuted mo 
even in my retreat hin, ſix years, two,deſtruc. 
tive hailtprms ſwept; away EAT One year Was a 
milgrgth;, 118 85 ſe IG = a rot among,my 
meep; 5 All 28 e lamitie be fe me and m my Manor. 
1 THE ffs ate had; been, * e de BR onds.werg 
to 1 7780 10h. houſe FERLT,..1 ICC, farms 
were to be pug, PAIR Tenn LR 


new. ſtocked, 5 "FH 559% be 0 & en 
my wWiſe's, BHP; WW, Ak 
A la Chapelle Gol 5 2 6 ad 


Lhe ae eee A. 5 hes nos 
| therefore nothing. could pay... Po t Saen gen Was 
obliged to advance them money. My ſons. alli 
me; 2 5 we laboured with our own hands : My NS 
accullomed to the affluence of the great world, anx- 
ious 


BARON TRENcx. £3 2 
ious to fulfil the 5 a and an excellent | 
woman, took care of eight children, wit heu 
as the help of a maid. We lived in poverty and 
wretchedneſs, obliged to ear our da y bread by the 
ſweat of the brow; and, hatt the Emperor: by charice,, 
amid his peregrinations, -viſie#Zwerbach, he would 
have beheld the abode'of induſtry and: Lite. exert- 
ing themfelves 40 falliValÞthe duties af wan and our 
fulferings had certainly been leſs Heberer 10 1004 547 
Enough: 1 have aided my ſelf. The monarch Wh 
oppreiled, never beheld} me crouching te his power. 
4 have deſerved a fate more favourable 3/1 *avoided a 
lace where men are not AN uated by the love f men, 
and bid myſelf in my Zwerbach: I ſighed, ſaid-roth- 
ing, wrote much, feared no man, and rather deſired ts 
feek the world's vitmoſ boundaties, than Re * Wits 
neſs of certain tene. Nenn 
The greateſt of all my Wü Was ahh TY 
ment in he military court, where Zetto and Krüge! 
were my referendaries. Zetio kad clogged me with 
a curator, and, when the cow had no more milk to 
give, they then began to torture me with deputations, 
equeſtrations, adminiſtrations, and executions; Nine 
tecn times was I obliged, perſonally, to attend in Vi- 
enna within two years, and to travel fourteen poſts, 
each time at my own expenſe, This alone ate up my 
income. Every fix ears mult I pay an attorney to, 
difpute; wrangle, and quarrel in my behalf with the 
curator. Their muti uabbles filed huge rolis of 
writing, for all of which 1, in the concluſion, was. 
ige 10 pay. If any affair was to be expedited, I, 
by a third hand, was ebliged to ſend the referendary- 
| fome excellent ducats. Bid he give judgment, Alt 
that judgment lay fourteen months inefficient, and. 
when it then appeared, the copy was fable, and fo was. 
fent to the upper counts, the high referendary of which 
aid, E muſt be diſlodged from Zwer bach... 
True it is no ſuch. ſentener was ever inſerted in. 
tho proceedings, and probably, he in turn, may be 
* from the feat of Hs and once | 
mars 
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more become the companion: of the hondurable Letto; 
in the houſe of correbtion. So ſhall his power be loſt, 
to diſlodge, to baniſh worthy citizens from che terri- 

tories of Auſtria. te 

They obliged me at laſt to purchaſe my Batürakiza- 
tion. I ſent to Pru ſſia for my pedigree; where the fam 
ily had been, known four hundred years: z the atteſta- 
tion of this Was ſent me by Count Hertzberg. Al- 
though the family of: Tanck had hümdre. yæars 
been land-holders in Hungary, yet Was my attorney, 
by order of the court, obliged to ſolicit the inſtrument 
called. ritter diploma, for which, unter pain of execu- 
tion, I: muſt, pay, two. thouſand forins. Thus are men 
treated in Vienna, and de e d eee ſhall | 
not ſoon forget. " 

» By decree, a eee ee 0 . 
firia! In „ N Where every lackey, every worth- 
leſs fellow, can purchaſe a diploma, making him a 
knight of che empire, for twelve hundred wretched 
florins! Where money. is the only merit neceſfary for 
ac 8 the title of Count! Where ſuch inen as/P= 

Graſſalkowitz have purchaſed the dignity of 
1 bo Sri 002 2197 DVI of 

I am at length ſaFered to be at reſt. They, by 
hom I was perſecuted, inſtead of cleanſing courts of 
Juſtices cleanſe the. Hiroptpe: Ip indi .-" 303-206 ſoon 
have company. 

Tortured by — . by hal- 1 1 a 
termined to dread them no more, determined to de- 
pend on the productions of my pen, and to publiſh a 
collection of my works 1 in eight voltamed,and this hi- 
tory a 13-98 A457 e 

Fourteen. months esp licher this 3 My 
labours found a favourable reception through all 
Germany, procured me money, m and honour, 
and I will now no more ſtruggle through my few re- 
maining years under the burt hen of law. ſuits, cura- 
tors, referendaries, attornies, courts of juſtice, and 
the unworthy in authority. I will live as if I never 
wat HA any property on this poor earth but what is 
E | included 
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included within ny own head. By my writirigs only: 
will Lſeek, the — — my writings. 
only endeavaur to obtain che approbati In andthe love 
of men, 4} BUILD 30 CIEFQS 
For-this 1 mn ud ibep of any country, Wan us *% 
tle, no, proteſtion no dourt favour;! n lordſhips,” no 
particular place of abode, no uniform, no Fidei com- 
mniſſecurator ¶ E am a free burger of the world; depend- 
ent on no ęarthly ptinte j andi to m children 1 will 
leave my literary property. TH nothing can c bo 
Sie Sor ods 1191 [6 OHDDRHOR „ines DALE ID 194 N 
4 Ie & 322 to nf B T9 14 1. (A; hve * ale $595 121 „ „ * 
| On the asd of Auguſt, 1786, che neus! art that 
F | E regerieiths — left this world! 2+ 4 
8 * * - * LSE: mt. 4 * 7 
Thees ing eslscd eff abi the 8 
Mt friends of men, the witnefs of my ſufferings in my 
518% native country, immediately ſent me a royal paſſort 
0 for Berlin. The confiſcation of my eſtates Was an- 
Un nulled, and my deceaſed brother, in PE had left 


E 


W my children his heirs g „ 5085 FI 2 

* * to Würgis on e eee e pt 

| I journeyed, with the imperial 8 back to 

r my country, which I-have been two and forty years 
expelled Ig journeyed nt as a pardoned miele 

" tor, but as a man wWhoſe innocence has been eſtabliſhed 
by the whole tenor of his actions, has been proved in 

4 his Writingsg and who is journeying to Fe his re- 3 

* wardy 5: uma mom GE win 

. Here I ſhall once more encounter my old big, 

. my relations, and thoſe Who have known me in the 


day of my affliction. Here ſhall I appear, not as my. 
, countty's Traitor, but as cn 8 Martyr! ! T0) 
1 Martyr: of Wistuek ze: „nene 
7 bat is the — of my ſoul at Sag that: 
s for which I ſo long have laboured! What my joy at 
* the profpe& of -futurity; at the victory which forti- 1 
4 tude, honour and truth, unſhaken, have won ! I im- RT 
4 
5 
d 


agined my end would have been, what my life was | 
Cases ! But a different feene opens to my view. 
b | | 8 Of 
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Of this reſplendent ſcene again ſhall I appear one, 
a and now have I to prove I am the very man I have ſo 


often aſſerted myſelf to be, in this my hiſtory. Vet is 
it a great undertaking for a grey head, become grey in 
its conteſts with misfortune, and requiring retire. 
ment and reſt. Slumbering ambition, lulled' by phi- 
loſophy, again is rouſed, animates and inſpires my 
ſoul, pting me to ſeek that reward for others, 
| which once I fought for myſelf, To them I leave my 
175 name and rights; to them whom, not requiring their 
conſent, I called into exiſtence; who, from the ex- 
ample of their father, contemplating the paſt, might 
imagine this nether world only the heil of man, and 


* — un * 
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1 that they muſt firſt expect the rewards. of virtue be - 
4 15 x 

1 yond the grave, had they not learned, from my exam- 
1 ple alſo, to expect better of futurity, Yes, for m 


mw eight children will I till live; them will J conduct in- 

105 to thoſe paths of honour in which I was myſelf con- 

1 dufted by my anceſtors; paths to me fo gloomy, vet ſo 

19 | glbmous. ' 2 

6 i Safe am J arrived in haven, a weather beaten, but 
experienced ſhipman, enabled to indicate the hidden 


15 rocks and quickſands of this life's perturbed: ſhores ; 
— often have I ſtruck, often been wrecked, but never 
Hy - foundered. 4 5 15 
10 | Poſſible, though little probable, are ſtill future ſtorms. 


For theſe alſo, am I prepared. Long had I reaſon dai- 
ly to curſe the riſing ſun, and ſetting, to behold it 
with horror, Death to me appears the greateſt benefit ; 
a. certain paſſage fromagitation to peace, from motion 
to reſt. I fear not the terrific dreams of futurity.— 
My children, however, jocund in youth, delight in 
preſent exiſtence, When I have fulfilled the duties 
of a father, then may I ede ceaſe to live; nor 
is it impoſſible but a remarkable ſupplement may fol- 
low, of the ſtrange viciſſitudes of this my life, in which 
I may ſpeak more openly of things I have been, in pru- 
dence, obliged partly to conceal. 8 | 
Thou, oh God! my righteous judge, didſt ordain that 
I ſhould be, that I might remain, an example of fuffer- 
1 ing 


hat 
er- 


BARON TR ENS. 
ing to the world; thou madeſt me what I am, —_ 


me theſe ſtrong paſſions, theſe. quick. nerves, this uni- 
verſal glow, this thrilling of the blood, when:l behold, : 


injuſtice. Strong was my ming that deeply, it er 


meditate on deep ſubjects; ſtrong my ae * 


theſe meditations I might retains ſtrong my body, 
thah orO. An might duppoſt all it has pleaſed thee ” 


ts, 7 * 62 "Io 1 LE * "24 > 


firm that, to ſuch, this ee hell. But not, 
ſo; with the eyes; of philoſo 1 contempl 74 t 8 


good God, WhO himſelf is void of wrath, xevehge, or 
the poor paſſions by which, his poor creatures ale tor-, 
tured. Him have Ito thank for enabling me to en- 
counter and to conquer a ha of troubles, and leaving. 


me ſtill in being to reap the fruit of my yattc ries. 9 
Should 1 continue to exiſt, mould identity, 955 
with men and 1 ſhould;know What. Was, theh, wh 


J was called Trenck:; when that eombinztion, 0 -+ q 
les, Which Nature cammanded ſhould. comqpole this, 
i body, ſh ſhall be decompoled, ſcattered,*or i in other bod 


ies united; when J have no muſcles to aft, ct, no. brain 
to thirik, no ret ina on Which pictures can ebnen, 
he painted, my eyes waſted, and no tongue remain! 
io pronounce the Creator's name, thould, I ily behold. 
. then, oh then will my; pit mount, . ba 
indubjtabler alociate with the ſpirits.of #he Juſt, t "at. 
expettant wait their golden harps, and. glorious crowns, 
from the moſt high God— For human W cakneil es, 
human ſcelings, ariſing. from our nature; pringing 


from our-temperamens, which the Creator has. ori ain- 


ed ſhall be even thus, and nootherwiſe; for theſe h 
1 ſuffexcd enough on earth; for. theſe. can 1 "he 
nothing to fear beyond the grave, from a juſt Cod, 


| who made me man, and not angel, and ſtationed me in 


hat world Which his own hand had mingled good 

an evil. = 
Such is my e of faith; in 1 this have I lived, 
in this will 1 die. The duties of a man, and of a 
See, 1 have fulfilled; 1 often have exceeded, 
9 5 often 


+ Coutd; I: believe, "ths St. P Pay, pens ag — — 
8 of wrath fitted for deſtruction, then miglit 1 af- 
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ployments were beſt I might; is perhaps my on fault; 


corrected in this my ſixtieth year. Ves, acknowledge 


hen the deceitful hall become honeſt; the idle in- 


our to his father's principles. Ihe ſecond ſerves 
dis preſent Pruſſian majeſty, as enfign in the Poſadow- 


# 
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often have been too benevolent, too generous:; per- 


Haps, alſo, too proud, too vain; Teould* not bend, 


although liable to be broken. Many a fleepleſs night, 
has a noble thirſt of knowledge made ine paſs. Ex- 
iſtence was given man to be employed. -I ſhall have 
Heep enough in eternal night. 5 A007 ASA In Þ-4 24" 

That I have not ſerved” the world; an acts und em- 


the fault of my manner, which is no t radical tobe 


my failing, acknowledge it unbluſhüingly; nay, glory 
in the pride of a noble nature. jey mall ſpring up 
and quicken in my heart, when my example, ther in- 
ſtructions I give to youth, ſhall teach them, idle and 
thoughtleſs as they often are, virtue and wifdom, and 
thus enſure their happineſs. Joy ſhall make my white 
locks again yourhfar, when grey beards ſhall learn 
from me, to think and act more honourably, and to 
die tranquilly. Joy ſhall again enlighten my foul, 


duſtrious ; the ignorant learned ; the flave a free man, 
and the man of fin, upright, juft, and benevolent. 

For myſelf, T aſk nothing of thoſe who, having read 
my hiſtory, ſhall become my friends, for nothing I 
need; but to them do I commit my wife and children. 
My eldeſt ſon is a lieutenant in the Tuſcany regi- 
ment of cavalry, under General Laſcy, and does hon- 


ſky dragoons, with equal promiſe. _ The third is ſill 
a child. My daughters will make worthy men happy, 
Tor virtue and gentleneſs have they imbibed with their 
mother's' milk, Monarchs may hereafter remember 
what I have ſuffered, what I have loft, and what is 
due to my aſhes. With this reflection I calmly quit 
— de Cds co as ha et ai baba 

Here do I publicly declare—T will ſeek no other 
revenge againſt my enemies, than that of deſpiſing 
their evil Candy: It is my wiſh, and ſhall be my en- 
GCaVOUT, difficult as is the taſk, to forget the paſt, and 
TTC | Ving 
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ks commit no: Grains, 5 "will 1 ſolicit 
monarchs for favour and poſts of . honour, but, as 1 
Bayelitethacites man; a free man.will I die, 

Let the wiſe and benevolcat reader grant me com- 

and by my example, avoid much of that miſ- 
ery in which too much raſhneis, or too little canine, 
has involved me. 

He, whoſe untimely os impels Lp to under- 
tekings-heyond his- ſtrength ; he, whe concerns 
felf-wath affairs not properly has own; ke, who er As 
himſelf into a reformer of this world's Den . will be 

the martyr of virtue, or perhaps the dupe of folly, and 


after having lived pexſecuted, mm even have the for- 


tune to die deſpiſed. t. 
4 conclude this my hiſtory on the evening 8 
my journey to Berlin: Now, when I take leave 
wife and childeca.. grant, oh God, that 
for them l may journey i God t. L may eneouster 
no new afflictions, to be inſerted in che third. volume 
of this tragical iter. Higher and: NES FO ay 
49 4s 1 34 Meds 14 1 11 30 44 wy 
Dated at the Caſtle of Zwerbach, 22519 R nn 
| December 38th, n EZ eee, 10 44 * 3 
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F CONCLUDED. the ſecond volume of my life-with 
L: preparations. for my. journey to Berlin, whence the 


magnanimous Frederic William ſent me the deſired 


paſſport. This journey l cheerfully prepared to un- 
dertake, but my ever envious fate threw me on the 
bed of ſickneſs, inſomuch that ſmall hope remained 
Lever ſhould again behold the countfy of my forefa- 
thers, or outlive the moment which I had been twen- 
ty years in anxious ex pectation of beholding. I ſeem- 
ed following the Great Frederic to the manſions of the: 


dead; then ſhould'I never have concluded my ſecond: 


volume, have written this my third, or obtained the 
victory by. which I am now fo gloriouſly crowned. 
A variety ef obſtacles overcome, I found it neceſſary 
firſt to make a journey into Hungary, which was one 
of the moſt vivifying and pleaſant ob my whole life. 
Wherever I went, eſpecially at Ofen and Peſt, I 
met that honourable reception, that ſenſibility of ſoul, 
the full enjoyment of which he only: can feel who. 
ſolely: feeks the approbation of the wiſe, the worthy, 
and the juſt. I have no words to expreſs my 257 4 
tions, my ardent wiſhes for the welfare of a nation, 
where I met ſo many proofs of honourable friendſhip. 
Wherever I appeared, I was welcomed, and followed- 
with love * that enthuſiaſm which only await the 
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BRAON TRENCK.. 
Waile 7 wi country. The valour. of. my bat: 


Trenck, Who died. ingloriouſly 1 in the Spielberg, the 


loſs of my great Hungarian eſtates, che fume of my 


writings, and the _ of my ſufferings, had. W iy tt 


before me. Theſe muſt I thank, ſor a reception 
which I never can forget. The offieęrs of the army, 
the nobles. of the land, alike el the the, warpth. th 


their eſteem. 7 
Such is, che reward of the upright: 25 ee h 15 


the proofs that this nation knows how juſſly to value 
fortitude and virtue. Have, I not zeaſon to glory 3 -: of 


this ; to publiſh my gratitude, and to Leema, 


children to thofe whe, when I am no more, ſhall dare 
uprightly: to determine concerning the 1 755 . 
have unjuſtly been ſnatched. from me in Hungary 
For myſelf, 1 am content, nay, rewarded, when ch 


miſerated as the martyr to the love of truth, wy pets 
J have ever flood the undaunted advocate LE Lock 


Not a man in Hungary, thoſe alone . w 


6 


were intereſted in my oppreſhon, - bur wall: N 1 


I have been unjuſtly dealt by: Vet have I good reas 


ſon to doubt I never Mall find redreſs... Sentence has 


been already given; judges, more koneſt; cannot. 
without difficulty, — 18 old decrees, and the Profit: 
poſſeſſors of my fine eſtates, are alſo too powerful, tos 
intimate with the gevernors of the earth; for me to en. 
tertain any hope of a happier futurity. God. knows: | 


BS 


my heart: IJ. wifh the preſent poſſeſſors may. gente, 


ſervices to the ſtate, equal to thoſe rendered by the. 
family of the Trencks ; or: to thoſe that family No: 


8 


eſtimated. . it 
There is Httle probability 1 Would e ever „ behold n 

worthy and noble friends in Hungary more. Here 1 
hid them adieu, Nei them to endeavour to «ff 24; 
the remainder 6 

bation of a people, with whole aſhes.4 would moſt; _ 
willingly have mingled my -own. May the God of 
heaven CAN their Mt en "Myr the. God. aft 
pt RB. ba | heaven 


4 _—— 
„ 
nn * 


my life fo as ſtilf to merit the apprfꝰ- 


N d 


have rendered, had its "capability, and the e _ MHA $4 
of its intentions, been lponer. and more Nee il! if is wy 5 


133 
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1 heaven piles ey Hungarian from a fate ſimilar 
tö mine! A fate, Which, ſtill unredreſſed, I. ſuffer, 
and wich gb and deſpair, to miner muff ſtill con- 
tinue. $94; 3% 
enn Cioatihive. ever pecn dead Nane NEVE un⸗ 
ultivated. In Vienna, wow 's talk of their feminaries; 
their academies, ahd-their fcience ; Vet, among this 
rude and uncultivated people, I found more ſubſcri- 
n my: Writings, than among all' the learned men 
of Vienna; and in Hungary; more than in all the 
remaincter of the Auſtrian dominionss. 
Ihe wiſe literati of the capital are little in West of 
freedom. The Hungartans, the unlettered Croats, 
| > He en, Ihe polifiieditpeople ef Vienns 
alk their confellors” permiſſion to read inſtructive- 
books. Various ſubſcribers, having read the firſt 
volume of my works, brought it back, and redemand- 
cd their money; becaufe ſome monk dra told- them it 
| Was a book dangerous to- be read. The very judges 
of their courts Fives refold them to the bookſellers, 
for a few: Pence, or beſtowed them an thoſe who had 
£5.10 Fu care of their conſciences to burn. 
77 7 þ 77 20 OE Hungarians: have read with vidity%; 1 . 
ERA eien me moſt fincerely for the inſtruction they 
uad received, and the attempts 1 had made to deſtroy 
_ + vilgar prejudices. In Vienna, alone, was my life 
| decried as a romance; in Hungary, on the contrary, 6 
I found the compaſſion of men, their friendſhip, and 
. Effeftizal aid. Had my book been the produRtioni of 
2 En liſhman, good wiſhes would not have been his 
= enly reward : Lords and ladies would have ſubſcribed 
to have procured him eaſe, and the Rate itſelf ward: 
- | Have ſelected him as a man 1 who, in A muſt nave 
Tis retribution. | ) 237 AGL 4k | 
ee poor Germer Writers wwe n and reſts. 
H Pater to encounter, if we would ſpeak truth, and 
unmaik injuſtice; and, if a book fnds-a rapid ſale, 
n und diſhoneſt -printers iſſue ſpurious editions, 
+ © defrauding the author of his labours. Such privileged 
wretches Aerive Prafit from. _—_— yet. «ZyCiate them 


$3 | 1 | ſelves 
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felves in companies, appear in the ſociety of honeſt 
men, and are enabled, by their ill-gotten gains, to pur- 
chaſe parents of nobility in Vienna: Vet courts of 
juſtice, that would execute a man, as a thief,” whom 
hunger had compelled to ſteal a leaf of bread, behold 
theſe practices With indifference. Such governments 
are ignorant of the real influence of knowledge on the 
wealth and power ef ſtates. To keep the uſeful wri- 
ter poor, unprotected, not to ineitè his induſtry, by 
honour and reward, is political ignorance, and error: 
of infinite importance. $0; By ; 8 $5 * 3 at e e | 
Want of teachers is want of knowledge; Men of 
genius, unſupperted, will quit their country; or, if 
they remain, wilhbe devoured ' by chagrin and con- 
flicting paſſions, or waſte” their lives in exertions- 
merely mechanical. Induſtry unrewarded, ſlumbers 
inactive, and where true ſcience is not, there will the 
libraries and minds of men be loaded with contempti- 
ble and deſtructive theological difputes. Prieſtcraft- 
and Rome flouriſh, and the ſtate remains in ignorance. 
Uſeful men are wanting in countries where the canons 
of the church and military tactics can fabje@ and de- 


„ . 


ſtroy, but cannot enlighten and regenerate. 8 
The encouragement of the learned produces able 
and ſcientific teachers, and from their ſeminaries, men- 
of genius occaſionally come forth. If obliged to write 
for their daily bread, the minds of fuch men begin to 
deſpond; paid by the ſheet, they write ] tily, inſtead: 
of producing thoſe beautiful original works, of which 
they are capable. The world is thus inundated with 
books and pamphlets; the undiſcerning reader knows. 

not which to ſele& ; the more intelligent are diſguſted, 
or do not read at all, and a work of merit thus becomes. 
as little profitable to the author as to the ſtatG. 
The reader will pardon this digreſſion, and will 
further permit me to remark that thoſe eritical writ- 
ings, the intent of which is only to diſcover faults in, 
and blame all other writings, ſerve but to depreſs the 
firſt efforts of genius, and injure the beſt of authors, 
in the opinion of the ill-judging; yet he Who critici- 
fes will gain as much as he who invents. 


— 


- # 
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- Theſe: wie have read the-writivgs of Gellert, are 
Kill deſirous of hearing what ſlander and envy have to 
alledge. Curioſity i 


poſtor, * eee | 
ted the glaſs, +; 

The man 1g 4 jnvents Ae kale eeahole who 
attend only to the order of words, or the placing of 
eommas ; or vcho deteſt him in having, for a moment, 


forgotten his grammar: Yet ſuch ines muſt rl 


The catterpillar will deſtroy the bloom of che peach 


nav, will devour the fruit; — ſhould be ſaid 
to the gardener, who- therefore roots up the tree, or 


W lops its branches as to render it barren : What, 4 4 

deed, "ſhould he plant. the thiſtle in its place ⁊ 

I left Vienna on the sth of January; and came to- 

Prague. Here I found nearly the ſame reception as in 
Hungary; my writings had been univer read. 

Citizens, noblemen, and noble ladies, — me with. 


Hke favour, Ike friendſhip-; er "my they, E they merit, | 


live happy, in connubial love: May the monarch. 


know how to value and em — of generous feel- 


ings and enlarged underſtandings, whom: Here, 2 
way to expeRation, I found. 


Lreluctantly bade adieu to Prague; and contioncal, bk 


my journey to Berlin, Here in Bohemia, I teok leave 
of my ſon, a «cutenant-m the ſecond regiment of cara- 


bineers, who ſaw his grey-headed father, and his two. 


brothers, deſtined for the Pruſſian ſervice, depart.— 
He felt the full weight of this feparation ::1 reminded. 
kim of his duty to the ſtate he ſerved.; alſo, of the 
—_— fate of his uncle and father, in Auſtria,; and of. 

the poſſeſſors of our vaſt eſtates in Hungary, He 
ſhrank back—a look from his father pierced- him to- 


the ſoul tears food in his eyes—his youthful blood: 
flowed. quick, and the following on pegs 2 | 


fuddenly from his lips: —“ I call God to witneſs, I 
& will prove myſelf worthy of my father's name, an 
* that, While IAive, his euemies mall be mine. 5 of 6 


Thr 


induces us to ſeek the aid of optics, 
b 
the ſimple gazer imag Xue, he prove po 

e iy 8 


— 
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What are the feelings of a father, who in his ſon 
embraces his friend! His brothers wept, nor could I 
retain my tears! The beſt of opportunities this to 
inſtil the beſt of principles ; and I here remind them 
of the holy covenant We then made - charging them 
to read this, and remember it When I am laid low in 
the grave. The monarch, who ſhall wiſh to entertain 

them in his ſerviee, may -reſt-afſured of their fidelity, 
z⁊eal, and their powers of mind? Actuated hy the . 
bleſt ſpirit of ambition, they will endure no diſnonour; 
and fo, not enduring, only, will they fulfil my wiſhes 
and ²7¹ ον,⏑ls e „ 
At Peterſwalde, in the road to Dreſden, my car- 
riage broke down: My life was endangered, and my 
fon received a contuſion in the arm. The eryſipelas 
broke out on him at Berlin, and 1 could not preſent 
him to the King during a month after my arrival. 
| - Thad been but a ſhort time at Berlin before the well- 
known miniſter, Count Hertaberg, with whom I had 
been acquainted at Aix la Chapelle, received me with 
all >oſfible-kindne@, Every man to whom his. pri- 
vate and internal worth are known, not ſeeking the 
addition of titles, will congratulate the ſtate that has 
the wiſdom and good fortune to beſtow- on him ſo 
high an office. His fcholaſtic and practical learning, 
his knowledge of languages, his acquaintance with the. 
profound ſciences, ate indeed wonderful. His diſ- 
courſe is eloquent, his writings are original, his char- 
ater noble, and his heart feeling. 
His zeal for his country is ardent, his love of his 
King unprejudiced, his induſtry admirable, his firm- 
neſs that of a man, and his behaviour in private, amia - 
ble and deſtitute of minMerial arrogance, He is the 
moſt experienced and beſt informed man in the Pruſ- 
ſian ſtates on internal economy. He harangues moſt 
inſtructively in- the aſſemblies of the Royal Academy 
of Berlin, and fpeaks with equal affability and philan- 
thropy to the poor peaſant. The very enemies of his 
country may rely on his word: The eſtabliſhment of 
the Pruſſian power is the object of his heart, * | 


* 


* 2 r — 


| 
— 
7 
f 
: 
1 

0 
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u. I. 1 F or! 
he is incapa 


ple of ſeeking, even this in the inſidious 


paths of Machiavilian politics. The, artful; ho oper 
encounter with art; thaſe who menace with. 


and fortitude ; and, with. wile foreſight, can avert the 
riſing ſtorm. The duties of his laborious, ſtation. he 
Himſelf fulfils. He ſecks not ſplendour in ſumptuous 


entertainment, and, oſtentatious retinue ; but, can he 


only enrich the. ſtate, and behold the le happy he 
is himfelf willing to remain poor 


edneſday, after ſevere fatigue, enjoys recreation. 
The ferviees he renders the kingdom, colt it only five 
thouſand rix- dollars yearly; he therefore lives With - 
out oſtentation, yet 


like other miniſters, plunder the public treafury that 
de may preſerve his n private property. The la- 
Sas be performs render has dee. unenviable, not 
Weill his death be rich. + $4 34, 

This man, whom eee 1 hone deſcribed, 
is he ho will live ſo conſpicueus in the annals of 
Fru ſſia; he who was ſo inceffantly employed under 
che — Frederie.;. ho ſo much contributed to make 
him great; had ſo much influence in the cabinets of 
Europe; — much drew the attention of thinking 


men z Who alane anjoyed the ; confidence and honour 


af being admitted. a witneſs of the laſt actions, the laſt 


| tens of his dying king ; yet Who, during his 


whole life, favouzed as he Mas by this king, never aſk- 


ed, nor ever received, the leafl gratuity. This is che 
miniſter, whole perſonal converſation I had two 
months the happineſs to partitke at Aix la Chapelle 


and Spa, whoſe approbetion I obtained, whoſe wol- 


fare is the wiſh wy heart, and whoſe: memory 1 


Mall ever revere. Ample be the rewards his country 
Mall beſtow 1! Never may envy detract from his mer- 
its, or diſquiet his grey hairs, ee. he ſhall find rea- 


mou eh 10 ee for cg in u Som 1 — 
; at” 42 ; | ; "XS Ig A 


& 


is citate, - Briefs, 
near Berlin, „is no Chanteloup, Ae model for thoſe 
5 ere. who would ſtudy CEONOMY « Here, he, Every 


becoming his ſtate, and with 
Splendor when ſplendor is — He does not, 
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down at Burtheg, Which" ns other fngle wan wilt 
be found potent enough to bear. 


| I'was' received' with diſtinction * his table, Whit 1 
affociated with the moſt learned members of the Ber- 


lin Academy, and bet ame acquainted with thoſe whoſe 


ſcietice*mo had Profitted and honoured the Pruſſian 
ſtates 3 nb Was any thing more flattering to my ſelf- 


love, than that men like theſe ſhould think me wor- 


thy their 6 


endihip. . Not ran th days paſſed before 
I was 


ented at court by the Pruſſian: — 


Prince Sacken ; as it is not cuſtomary at Berlin for a2 


foreign ſubjet᷑t to be preſented by the miniſter of his 


own Decker Though a Fruſſan Warr revs 1 wore the 
| _— uniform. 


e king received me with remarkable rene 
ſion: All eyes were directed toward me; each perſon 


took me by the hand, each welcomed me to my coun- 
try. This moved me the more by being remarked by 


the foreign miniſters, who aſked, with ſurpriſe, Wh 
that, Auſtrian officer could be who! was received with 
fo müch affeftion, and ſuch evident joy; in Berlin. 


The gracious monarch himſelf gave tokens of a noble 


pleaſure, at beholding me thus ſurrounded: Among 
the reſt, came the worthy and honourable General 
Prittwitz, who embraced me, and ſaid aloud-— 


4 This is the gentleman who might have ruined meg, 


5 to effect his own deliverance.” -| '' 
Confuſed at fo public a declaration, I defired kia 
00 75 pound this riddle ; and he added— | | 
as obliged to be one of your guards, on your' 
ee journey, from Dantzic to Magdeburg, 
< in the year 1754, when I was a lieutenant. On the 


road I left my eſcort behind, and continued alone 
+ with you in an open carrisge. This gave you ans 
« opportunity to eſcape, hut you forbore. I aftef* 
„Ward ſaw the danger to which I had'expoſed my- 
e ſelf. Had. you been leſs e 07 fm had ſuch a 


« prifoner Are through my negligence, I had cer- 
* tainly been ruined, =: king believed you alike 


* dangerous, and deſerving of pubiſhment, I, e 


« fore here publickly * you as my f v fav 8 1 


« and am in gratitude your frien ; 
The reader need but refer to the firſt md! "WE 
ke will find this noticed; but, when I wrote it, I 
knew nat the generous man, wha wiſhed me ſo well 2 
was the preſent General Pritt witz. That he ſhould 
himſelf remind me of this incident, does him the e 
er honour. 

The magnanimity of the action might be ballet in 
doubt by all who do not know that, even in chains, 
I might have eſcaped, would. I have deceived thoſe 
who honoured me with their confidence. When im- 
priſoned 1 in Glatz, IWas permitted to hunt; a friend 
remained in my bed, and I returned as a man of hon- 
our ought. My eſtabliſhed: character i in this reſpe& 
Was 2, vhmy in "Mi: gdeburg. I have given repeated 
proofs that I ws not owe my own welfare to an- 

other's misfortune : Vet I myſelf doubt the motives 
of my own conduct in journeying from Daytzic. 
The confidential manner i in which 1 was treated, lull-. 
ed me into {ſecurity ; my conſcience, void of guilt, 
could not lead me to dread tlie miſerĩes ot Magde urg. 
In fine, my fate ſo would have it, that in chains 1 
ſhould ten years remain. Could I have foreſeen, could 
I have ſuſpected what I was to ſuffer, I ſhould proba- 
bly have eſcaped, and the worthy Prittwitz would 
have been caſhiered. 
In all the various accidents, of life, when i in . | 
1 have never. heſitated, but ſuddenly reſolved, and 
ſometimes raſhly—this journey alone excepted. . Such 
is the intricacy of the fate of man, a clue to which. the 
wiſe will not attempt to find, Why was. I at one 
moment ſo irreſolute, and fo head-lon gat every other P. 
Why docs the braveſt ſoldier at certain times appear 
g 5 a coward, and thereby loſe all his former hard-earned 
fame ? Wny docs the coward himſelf feel intervals of 
Courage? The body's injuries add to, or diminiſh, the 
mind's vigour! The will depends on the ſtomach's 
<onicoftion. He whoſe rapid circulation never ſuffers 
n to » Land ſtill, yet, cannot * * dance, if ſuffer- 
Y 34 | | ang ä 
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ing from indigeſtion. If the weather be ** ſo 
5 75 will be the intellect. Such are mechanical 
cauſes: He who: would ſeek teaſons more fublime, 


which I have'not to give, mult apply to His guardian 


angel, or the ſwerming ſprites of Swedenburg, and 
there he ſhall find Made without body; and n N 
out ſhade, 

Having been introduced at court, 'T thought: it 
neceſſary to obſerve cuſtomary ceremonies; and was 
preſented by the Imperial ambaſſador, Prince Reuſs, to 
all foreign miniſters, and fuch families as are in the” 
routine of admitting like viſits, I was received! 


the Prince Royal, the reigning Queen, the Queen Daw. | 


ager, and the whole royal Wan in their various pala- 
ces, with eſteem and favour never to be forgotten. His 
royal highneſs Prince Henry, the well known partaker 
of his brother's glory, invited me to a private audience, 


continued” Fans 3 in'converſation with me, teſtified: the 


utmoſt compaſſion at What 1 had undergone, promiſed 
me his future pygteftion, 'admitted me to his private” 
concerts, and made me ſtay and ſup at cur.... 
A like reception I met in the palace of Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunſwic, where I frequently dined: and 
ſupped, His princeſs, well worthy a crown tock 
delight in hearing my narratives, and in my knowledge 
of men and manners, and loaded me with füvaursd“ 
Prince Ferdinand's mode of educating his children, 
is exemplary, and well worthy imitation,” From this 
family, the world, with good reaſon, has much! to ex- 
pect. The ſons are inſtructed in the ſoldier's duties, 
their bodies are inured to the inclemencies of heather, 
ſuch as the meaneſt man in an army muſt ſupport ; 
they are tauglit to ride, ſwim, and are ſteeled to all 
the fatigues of war. Therefore is their growen like 
the cedar of Lebanon, and: their minds 'as exalted. 
Princely pride they only know to def piſe. Their 
hearts are formed for friendſhip, and pant to acquire 
all the fame of noble deeds, which, for this reaſon, 


they cannot fail to attain, Happy the ſtate wherein 
they are born! Happy then nation in nnn of Which 


they a are to aft ! 


Cc „ Never 


- | ' 


— 
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Never yet bas ger degraded my — nor be it 
no ſuſpeRed, When Hay" —5 highly Fkonour their 
noble mother, Who has educated: her foris ſor their 
country's good, teaching ther, not the effemiflate and 
contemptible vices, but the high duties of prin 


ace line men to labour,” like ment 
w. wile, - N ur 111 BSN. 90 Viiut e DTS NIE 

I ſpeak from knowledge, therefore, my word is not 
liable to reproof. I have faid too little. The election 
of thoſe WhO were to teach them wifdom, to imp ove 
their natural talents, inſtruct them to eg their 

aſſions, enlarge their views, and ten their 
= of mankind, was certainly moſt fortunate, and 
as well diſplays the penetration of thoſe Who choſe 
them, as the views with which they were choſen. 

"How: immeiſe the difference 'between this and ak 
Woe 4; F have ſeen practiſed in other countries, where 
ſhuddering, WP have *beld future deſpots in puny boys! 
How - a, Hine; theſe their Royal Highneſſes appear, 
Who, though born to rule, are not, ig real worth, or 
abilities i deſerving to' be the lackeys of the leaft of, 
thofe whom they treat with ted p ; and vet who 
ſwell, ſtrut, ſtride, and contemplate themſelves as 
elſentially different by nature, and of a ſuperior tank 
in the ſcale of beings, though in reality, their minis 
are of the loweſt, the meaneſt clafss. 

Happy the tate whoſe prince is deeply imprefed 
with à ſenſe that the people are not his property, hut 
he the property of the people ! Would men ever Have 
been fared by the tron whip of arbitrary power,” 
had not their minds from infancy, been oifoned with 
flaviſh prineiples ; had not the few wife been unable 
to attuate and inſpire the crouching vaſlal ſwarm? 
A prince, beloved by his people, will ever render 4 
natien more happy man 1155 Wiſs oy with is to 
Solon fee? 27 55, 5h Ae REG 

The pleaſure I Ki at- Berlig was great eel. 
When 1 went to court, the honeſt citizens crowded. 
to ſee me; and when any one among them faid * 

1 Trench, th reſt would' cry, ve * Welcome once 
; ; $2 £ „more | 
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on nog em.! DIDETE 90 x19)161 260 
6« A our country, While many weak 8 
me their Tm with the, tears ſtanding in their eyes. 
Frequent were the . experienced of this kind. 
No pardoned. male factor would have been ſo received! 
Oh no It is the {weet, reward;of innocenee: This 
reward was fully beſtowed throughout the Pruſſian 
Ong, VAIL 92g} 212 Sti 28D Aug tat R. > $84 ? 

Oh world "15u dging world, decewed DY - thaw ! 
What i is thy N er or What. thy blame Doſt thou 
not blindly follow. the opinion of the prince, be he 
ſevere, or indulgent, arbitrary, or just. Thy cenſure 
and thy praiſe equally originate in common keport. 
Jam of chis an exemplary prof, In Magdeburg IL 
lay, chained to the wall, ten years,, kghing in wretch- 
ednefs, ſuffering every "aflitivn,, every. calamity of 
hunger, cold, nakednefs, and contempt. And where- 
fore ? Becauſe the King, by flanderers deceived; pro- 
nounced me worthy puniſhment. Becauſe a wiſe 
King: miſtook me, and treated me with barbarity. 
N a pruderſt King, knowing he had done wrong, 
vet would not have it fo ſuppofed. So was his heart 

W d to ſtone; nay, oppoſed by, manly fortitude, 
Was enraged to cruelty. Moſt. men knew I was an 
innocent ſufferer, © Vet did they all cry vut the more, 
* ſaying, let him be crucified 1 why ? What 
* evil hath he done p Frederit had pronounced the 
 fentence, It was his Will, and 1 maſt be deemed a 
malefactor. 5 My very relations were aſhamed to hear 
* name. My fiſter was barbarouſly treated becauſe 
iteouſl ated ws ein my. misfortunes. ' No man 
ak 5 av] Himſelf my friend, durſt o-ẽ.rr 1 
merited compaſſion ; or much leſs, that the infallible 
King had erred. 1 was the moſt deſpiſed, forlorn 
8 on carth. 3 and when thus put on the rack, had 1 
there expired, my epitaph would have beam, &« Here 
* ies the traitor Trenck.“ ; 

Frederic is dead, and the ſeene iechanged Suey 
19 8 has aſcended, the throne, and the grub i is 
changed to a beautiful butterfly *! The ſun is riſen, 
and the ah mies upon my "nifiory arid/my ſelf. 

The 


oh * an 


— 11. nr 5 8 N 


error, Which 1: o lon i Ke ere 18. n0W changed 
univerſal; admiration Fl Z 


ſmalleſt comp 


* "Af '$ 
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The witneſſes to all 1 have afle rted are. rents ig, 
Wadi now proclaim the truth, Uni ace "me 1 
heavt-felt affection; and the'y U. niverkal le ' 
© cem 87 0 "LN 
The grandes of the earth, ho, "ir years, or 
even as many gas 6, Frederic beitg alive, ; vouty 
not have deigtedt Way ee he oe th 
Mon, 0 Scheele ly bt ace 
its aj. has done me 11385 fechrie 
llent, Unable 105 at the lentence? 


me! Frederic” 
the Great lies 


lam yer. the: kin | tas is this change. 8 7155 


Does the Worth o man depend upon his actions; 
his reward or putiifhiient 1 608 his virtue? In arb. 


* 


trary, lates certainly not They depend on "tre Ercath 


ol a king] Frederic was the moſt penettäting prince 

of his age, but the” moſt, e Gbſtinate alſo; the mot“ * 

relenting Whenever he \eneountered, op vfition, * 

by periiſting; ; al, could difguife error. Jy vice BET 

Ful-to.thoſe whom he felekted as victims, that miiſt be 

Kacrißced to the proinoting of his arbitrary views! 
Sulpicion may render a monarch leſs liable to he 


"deceived on certain occafions, but to how many flan- 
ders and falſehoods is he'expofed by this pernicious 


quality! ? I bad ſfrength to fuppott every thing Fred- 
eric had powe er to inflict; nay, after all my ſufferings, 
have lived to ſee the cnd of my royal fae'; to whoſe 
overgrown armies and Tg eerie will, I had 
nothing but patience. and fortitude to oppoſe. But 
oh ! How: many were there, like me, groaning in 
dungeons, the victims of a fate ſo ne who Fo 
are no more !. Or who now, it living, have not, like 
me, the m-ans of publiſhing alt the miſeries they have 
endured } How, many. periſhed, the ſin offerings of 
this obſtinate felf-wilt, whoſe: orphan children now 
cry to God for vengeance | How many of theſe 
orphans are obliged to utter their groans in ſecret : 


Z Becauſe, their. fathers havir been cut off, they have 


u means of j hs uſtification'! he dead, alas 1 cannot 
Read. Trial began and ended wich execution. 64 
F e 


120 hor 1 0 the. poor, condemned wretch 
1 Let what is the 

e x ef notre bon pla- 
calurg) in France, or the Aller- 
all gracious ſentence of 
he e ee tone 345 a ON 


8 moms F fromthe £ nn Ow 


Ne oh a Müh * 195 1 rid: 

1 e alla of c SN a why N the 
£ of their a9olatry 1 mfa 15 | And mfuſe into 
his heart the falſe and d cee principle, that a 
king 48. ſuperior to law i That Tha t the country over wikie 
he reigus 15, his. property! [Ang that the fubjett dugkt 
Er demmad pl de an eh eto and receſvc 
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ety effort, every Prayer of wan obld be qanſe- 
dig man's general good ; to obtain, freedomifor | 
univerlal quſtice! Together thould we cry 
Alana den and if unable to ſhackle. artierary 
power,,!ti { Fai: We ende ay our to ſhew how danger- 


ous, its 11 14. Jo deſpicable ! The prieſſs of liberty 
ſhould, Offer p.thein thanks. 1 the monarch who de- 
 clares-the word. of power: FE ee 


f co-.gmnipetent ; „ WhO. contemns the Ho of an 
Alexander, ora Chdtles. XIlgtuc: i oo ry at 
| Woe; to the monarch pollefied. by the deflruftive 
ſpirit ot conqueſt . Woe, to the country. whole Quix- 
ote mu is ever in. ſearch of giants Moe td the peo - 
ple hom his, fury doams to the ford, or Mo are 
Hig the languinaxy inſtruments of de ſolation, 8 9 9 
or ſlavery, to other nations! Wpe, ten fold woe, to 
that princewho would be adored b the 228 wretch- 
es he hasgfettęered t Woe: e warne is quick to puns 
iſn, flow, to re ard, gra ho. ;employs his power in 
che gart igcation o be eee The thirſt of do- 
minjon and the thirſt, of blood aye, ever afſoriated? 
- What. wonder. That he, WhO i es the righis and 


heads af men his.ſpor t, thould. be deaf to their 20 
Inſtead of. Anging the aQts of heroes in our longs 

; inddead of railing them to the rank of heroes by our 
Ces | __ - __ valoun 


= pus E Þ BE or 
TTC 


"friends e „ GORGE 58 tor: 51 cor | batogqt 
Who can name Un a Earp pee hers Lewin, 


Peter, or Frederic, 
TN 8 | 


are ever PEN 0 Bs . Tho _ j Al 22 
o rea e the poor grena- 
dier, whom. he. canes} N 1 ꝗ e the 
judges, "The court bas decided..,., No-zealoningoralh 
4 pertinacious Trenck, will fs progeny, raader e- 
cho. Throw thy pen in, the fire, an 2d.-expole not 
thyſelf to become the martyr of ſt ſkate inquiſnion. 1 
es, kind gounſehlor, Iwill N Let. 
others beware how, they Expoſe themſelves, ito like 
| Sonar hs or let, their. narratives, lie buried, till,they 
 themlelye eee are no longer expoled to. 
Luſter, . | 51.5 nul ai gov TS} 
Untemarked, my ens bies el h Peng Sed end | 
me aſtray from my.-ſubjett, when the;xzemembrance of 
he pal ſwells my veins} when, ſwifter circulates. my. 
blood, and the dep. wennde of my heart again guſh 
forth, wounds that never; can be healed, never can be 
ſcatred ober. Such pa 2ges-repale and xeaſon would: 
eraſe; But, ab b how, may repent hauing written the 
tru th 2 Neither have Lime 10.recopy; what I write, 
and: thus/wy, writings) juſſly incur blame from, xigid 
<riticilm,jand4 even trom, my;beft friends; who, would 
Pede ae ee lence. de i 
My fate, SIM e gene remain, critical: 
Mir; undecide the 9 45 d thirty years been n in 
tha ſervice.of Auſtria; ezeee, . behelding the 
repeated ani generous efforts I mode, e ffectually to- 
Ae that, at 1915 © zanoticed. "i Ihe Emperor. Jalephy:; 
d, that the, fruit | 18 Walked, Age that the. 
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week Llave, abet 190, o great, eren for an at- 
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temp at making me! adequate fatisfacti or ion. It is alſe 
fuppoſed I ould not be Lasten with 2 4 Intle „ This 
ſtrieii is ng. To Tontiniue bim in 
reſſion Who has once Been op refed, and uh 
Pofleſſes qualities that way make Infüſtiee manifeſt; is 
The: policy ok ret, Nel er de courtiers 10% "the 


RA 


mam wh, ah trate, Ts Hable to ftuſtratè their 
infdieds tens. How have Beet! treated by. e 
es; refererrdaries, curators? hape Hrhaps too 18 


edly urged; et ſurely this III be fore: rr me, 
though this 150 addirronay reaſon why I" never can 
| obtam juſtive. My Ipirit has been too proud” to im- 
plore; my nature too independent My: journey te 
Hentifyhns'gives the” Nanderer fufther F y of 
inting meas a ſuſpicious character; mile at the 
ine ffoctual attempt: L3G 1VS1SMR- 203; üer 
appeared in the Imperial uniform, and by my 
conduct, belied fuch” infmuations. So was it writ- 
ten to burt in November; when I journeyed into 
Hu ferne menen f aer duch to be ob- 
© ferved in Hung gary.” poor. malicious blood- 
fockets of 'the viftuous Þ * 10 l not be able to burt 
à hair of my head. YE cannot injure the man Who has 
fxtytyears lived in honour, Thus the elephant moves 
along regardlefs ef the fhouting mob 1 will not, in 
my old age, bring g upon myfelf th e reproach! of incon- 
Rtaney, ehe or dere of revenge. Nor Sultan, 
nor Great Mogul; all allure me” to ſlavery. I will 
betray no political ſecrets: I wiſh not to injure thoſe 
by whore Þ have been Injured: — Such acts will I nev- 
er commit Never I never yet defcended to the of- 
fice of ſpy; mor will 1 die a rewarded villain. Nei- 
ther in Auſtria nor Pruffta, wilt 1 be made the infiru- 
ment of a faction; = OE 1 
To your work, eber ore, ye avi in court eg 
mas: I here renoutiice your” ſociety; here publickly 
renounce the dignities of courts or armies, determined 
to live à private man, thankful only to thoſe who 
hall treat me with friendſhip, or endeavour to obtain 


far me ſome part of that right which ſo juſtly is on | 
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due. Theſe, ſhall apt. ment, the Trenek 10 thei: 
debtor, for his t 48. gra 1 3111 Iter 
Ves, L appearecl in Be rlin at Bt. A 
the juſt: Inſtead.of, being its, led roomy | ns 
declared an honur 40/4 uric, Icappea HA 
the Imperial uniform an kulfilled Autzeß gt, my 


ſtation: and cnows muſt, the Prufſſian Trf ck to Au- 
ria; return, there toperform, A fath 


's duty, having 
already done more for x rn —— qhaye 
eee 116 S{qo: 4 5112 

Vet more of auhat Happened in Berlin, 
Some days after I had been preſanted to the Ki, 
and Iupped wich che Queens Ienzreated 3 priv abe ad- 
diencez and, on the aRths of, e ene 
following letter: 5 DI TOW-erd4 60 Grun ron hog 1 
-- */IN-anfwefto-your detter of th he. th of this month, 
* which has heeri given me, I gadijy inform you that, 
f yow will come to me after dinner; tomorrow- at 
five olclock, Liſhall have de hleaſure to fee. and ſpeak 
© with you; meantime, enn God to take you into 
his ieee 393 4:7 ese n 21165 2d P? 
dne m oof FREDERIC. WILLIAM. 
4% Berlin, Feb. 12, tan 6 od ob gen nwond Hw 
P. S. After ligning the above, l find it more con- 
0 10 veniĩent to appoint to-morrow, at nine in the morn- 
ing, about which time you will come into the apart- 
.6c ment named the marmor kammer (marble,.chamber,”) 
The anxiety with Which 1 expected this wiſhed · for 
Interview; may well be conceived. I found the Pru- 
fan Titus alone, and he A eee 
with me more than an hour. ot Big iner | 
Ho condefcending, how. kind was the — 4 1 
How great! How nobly did he conſole, me for the 
paſt — entirely did his aſſurance of favour over 
Power my whole ſoul! He bad read the hiſtory of 
my life. M hen Prince of Pruſſia, he had been an 
eye-witneſs in Magdeburg, of my martyrdom, and my 
attempts to efcape. Many circumſtances he recol- 
lected himſelf, and he inquired of thoſe who had heen 
\ He vas and who confirmed the truth of my nar n 
an 
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and the Teverity of my 168. Ebng: ſhall I're= 
member theſe fortunatè nionents; yet theſe are fled. 
His Mazeſty pafted from me with tokens of confirmed 
eſteem and CR ond My eyes bade adieu but 
my en remained ini the marble chamber,; in compa- 
prince capable of ſenſations ſo ez 
withes — * welfare ale eterna eke 4 
+ E ed through the greater * 
2 — — . 
the people all are ſatisfied 7 Many qomplained of 
pre ſſions hard times, or. induſtry dale. My 
general ariſwertwas . Sad a0 4.395: 4,60 oma? . 
„Friends kneel with the rifng- 8 thank the 
© Gyd'o6f heaven that you are Pruſſians. I have ſeen 
* and ee much of this w_ pg rabies oniny 
Honoar! ybu are among the h le of Eu- 
FO pe! Cauſes of — 2 pep. 3 ; but 
yon have a king, neither obſtin ate, ambitious, cov 
© etpus; nor cruel: His will is that his people ſhould 
<« have caufe of content, and ſhould he err, by e 
*© his heart is not to blame, i if the ſubject ſuffers. 
Totths truth of this 1 pledge my veracity; I am 
— known not ta be a flatterer' ; I fpeak what I have 
feen ;Þvent-the thoughts of my heart; I write. from 
conviftiong and not e . inne r of _ 
Wart ion nde a x 
The eyes of all, Europe, oy wy preſent; direfied to- 
wind Berlin. Eager to learn whether Frederic Will- 
jam will be able to fuſtain the vaſt and artificial fabrie, 
reared by his predeceſſor. I will 2 dut lr 
tle, I will ; incontrovertible facts. 
Pruſſia is neither wanting in able, ative, or hee: 
men. The warmth of patriots glows in their veins. 
The ſoul of the Great Frederic geil inſpires the ma- 
chine, and. there is little doubt hut that its wheels will. 
not be clogged by innovation. Should this plan be 
ſteadily purſued, there will be no confuſion of tongues. 
in the tower of Babel: And thoſe, who wiſh its de- 
ftruftion; will have great difficulties/to ſurmount. Ex- 
73 FORE remains with equal ſtability, 28 under the 
| _ reign, 
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reign of m—— ſhould the thunder burſt; the 
ready conduttors wiltrender the bolt ineffettulal. 
Hertaberg ſtill labvurs in the cabinet, ſtill Watz, 
writes, and acts as he has done for years, The King 
is defirons that juſticr ſhalt be done his ſybjeRs;' my 
will pyniſh, with more ſeverity, whenever he 
5 than, from ths ade of his 
diſpoſition, might be ſuppoſed. The treaſüty iö full, 
the army continues the ſame, and there is little teafon 
to doubt but that induſtry; pi ulation, an wealth will | 
inerten. iti Mattl ds tene enn 
Vet is it ardently to be degredt- that enters might 
be promoted, by treaties with foreigh nations; induf- 
try encouraged; monopolies totally aboliſhed the 
price of proviſions reduced j manufactures ſupported ; 
manufacturers leſs burthened by taxes; 5 Juſtice? ar- 
tially adminiſtred; puniſhments rendered more mild; 
toleration made more univerſal; foreigners no long 
ger kidnapped; promiſes held ſacred, and free egreſs 
and regreſs given throughout the Pruffian provinces. 
None but the vile and the wicked would leave the 
kingdom; while the oppreſſed” and beſt ſubjects of. 
other ſtates would fly their native country, certain of 
e encouragement and ſecurity in Pruſſi a 
he perſonal qualities of Frederic William merit to 
be Bess ed He is tall and handſome, his mein is 
majeſtie, and his accompliſhments of mind and body 
would procure him the love of men, were he not a 
king. | He is affable without deceit, friendly and 
kind in converſation, and ſtately when ſtatelinefs is 
neceſſary. His ſtep is firm, his voice ſonorous, his 
tone commanding, his heart capable of the nobleſt ſen- 
ſations, and ſo benevolent that his greateſt happineſs 
is in e happineſs of others. He is wountfbel, But 
not pfofufe; he knows that, without economy, the 
Prufhan power muſt fink; - He is not tormented by 


the ſpirit of conqueſt, he wiſhes harm'to no nation, 


yet will he not certainly” ſuffer other nations to make 

encroachments, nor will he be terrified by menaces. 

TP he ia a ſoldier and a general, his great — 
| an 
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1 F | _ — —— 
them i int - his kingdom, Germany, under his reign, 
might have forgotten 2 iche prefered the 
literature of: France. Konigſbergꝭ once the ſeminary 
of the; Notth, contains, at Preſent, few: profeſſors, or: 
ſtudents ; the former are fallen into diſrepute, and ars 
ill paid; the latter repair to Leipſie and Gottingen. 
We Have every reaſon to ſuppoſe: the preſent mon- 
arch, . though no learned man himſelf, with: 
the aca -mies of the learned, that men learned in Jus: | 
riſprudence: and the ſciences; may not be wanting, 
more eſpecially. as the nobility muſt)» without excep- 
tions ſexve in the army, ſo that learning has but few 
adherents, and theſe are deprived of the means of im- 
provement, Ihe nation, which, in this age, can 
wield. the fword alone, will find itſelf inferior to com- 
petitors. Nor will Frederic William govern with an 
iron ſceptre, or conſign his ſubjetcts ſolely to the 
laughter- houſe: He will not be the ſultan of ſlaves. 
Superſtition, ſtupidity, fear and the Whip, are the 
ſupport ok che deſpot: he is a monarch who,” by 
teaching 3; fubjets to love and revere him, will es. 
cite them to the performance of their duties. Theſe 
duties are promoted by the promotion of knowledge, 
conſequently; the Pruſſian academies will revive; ſup- 


prog gs — TIER by the e ſyltem of 


ederic; !.. r 06. GENRES TT RO AH 


L 'F rederic William is alſo any ach hs friend ad % 


men, to torture, or ſuffer them to pine in priſons, He! 
will not uſe the Whip to bend the Pruſſian back to ſla- 
very. He, likewiſe, abhors the barbarity with which 
the ſoldiers are beaten: His officers will not be fetter- 
ed hand and foot; ſlaviſn ſubordination will be ban- 
iſhed, and the er in heart will be the noble of the 
land, He who: n a prince, delerves "ble : 

ble 
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ble puniſnment. May he in his people, final perle 
content! May his people be ever worthy ſuch a 
prince! Long may he reign, and may his miniſters be 
ever enlightened and honourable. men Such is my 
ardent prayer Such too is the pany of a monarch 
whom I have prajſed, not becauſe of his titles, or his 
power, but his worth; and becauſe it is his dees to 
make the good and virtuous happy. 
Ne ſent for me a ſecond time, de Abend +7; mack with 
me, and confirmed thoſe. ideas which my firſt inter- 
view had inſpired, and I: am uur convinced I have 
not miſtaken his character. Mip- 1 
On the 14th of March I preſented 26S at dah 
er private audience, whom. I intended for the Pruſſian. 
ſervice, The King immediately beſtowed a commil- 
ſion on him in the Poſadowſky dragoons, at my eſpe - 
cial requeſt. The difficulty of obtaining ſuch a com- 
mi ſſion, without having firſt ſerved as an enſign, is 
well known; this was therefore a particular favour 
and honour, and my {on has the more to expect, me 
his Majeſty has himſelf promiſed his promotion. 
I ſaw him at the review at Velau, and his erer 
officers formed great expectations from his zeal. Thus 
I have done the duty of a father by my ſons: Time 
will diſcover whether he in the Auſtrian, or this in 
the Pruſſian ſervice, will rſt obtain rewards due to 
their father; and to this ſtate will I, bequeath. my 
third ſon. Should they both remain unnoticed, I will 
beſtow him on the Great Turk, rather than on Euro- 
an courts, whence juſtice, to me and mine, is ban- 
ihed. Luckily, my children are no monarch's vaſ- 
Sals. They were born in the free imperial city of Aix 
la Chapelle, therefore is their will unfettered, and 
they mav, with honour, ſeek bread in any country. 
Jo Auſtria I owe no thanks; all that could be tak - 
en from me was. I Was a captain before I entered 
thoſe territories, and after fix and thirty years ſervice, 
I find myſelf in the rank of Invalid Major! Leſs 1 
could not be. My duty I more than fulfilled. and 
wept in chains and dungeons {o many years, not { rom 
any 
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atry fault of mine, but becauſe I was plundered; ſold, 

and betrayed, by Aoſtrian reſidents, traitors to their 

embaffy, and pe rſecutors at Vienna. The proof of all 

I have aſſerted, and of how little I am indebted to this 
ſtate; is moſt inconteſtable; -finee- the” hiſtory of my 
life is allowed; by the reval-cenſor;*to be Publiekly 

ſold in Vienna. The ſame proof exiſts in Berlin, 
where my werkam wwe en — 3 

ity eſtabliſnedt md mi A649) 4 i 
It is very remarkable that one yt * ei ght EY | 

fieers/ as one of 'whom' I ſerved in the body —.— in 

the year 1745; though it is now twW] ¾ and forty years 

ſince, is dead. Lieutenant: Colonel Count Blumer 

thal, lives in Berlin; Pannewitz is coriander of the 

Enightsof Malta; both gave me a polite and friendly 

reception,” Both were acquainted with the circum- 

ſtances and manner; in which Jafchinſky deceived the 
King to my ruin. Wagnitz is Veutenant-general i in 

the ſerviee of Heſſe-Caſſel; he was my tent comrade, 

and was perfectl acquainted with all that happened. 
Kalkreuter and Grothuſen live on their eſtates, and 
Jaſchinſky' himſelf is now alive in Ronigſberg, but 

known, deſpiſed, ſuperannuated, and tortured by ſick- 

neſs and nn $6 | have never viſited him, nor can 

I ſuppoſe he wifhes I ſhould. He, inftead of puniſh- 

ment, has forty years enjoyed a enfion-of «thouſand = 

rix-dollars ; con ſequently has colt the ſtate forty thou - 


and rix-dollars- 1 ever ſeen my lands confiſcated, 
of the income of which I bave been forty-two yours 
3 and never yet received retrihution. FE. 
uch is the way of the world! Frederic robbed 
the worthy citizen of his right; and, with A part of 
it, rewarded ſuch a man as Jalchinſſey. * | Ws 
Time muſt decide; the King is generous, andT 3 
have too much true pride to become a beggar, The 


name of Trenck Thall be found in the hiftory of the | 

acts of Frederic. This, though I ſhould not deſire it, 1 

I .could* not prevent. A tyrant himſelf,hewasthe  B 

flave of his paſſions; and, even when he ſuppoſed he - 4+. 

un be deceived, did not think an inquiry into in- 5 
Dd- nocence 


„ oe TT 


964 ee n nee, 


nocence worth the trouble. To be aſhamed. of doing 
right, becauſe he has done wrong, or to perſiſt in er- 
ror, that fools, for fools only can, may think him in- 
fallible, is a dreadful pringiple in a ruler, While 
the obſtinate Frederic, lived no man dared pronounce 
my name; no man durſt own himſelf my friend. 
He is dead; when I am ſo, no pillar of diſhonour 
ſhall riſe over my grave a my epitaph ſhall be, A- 
las] that thou Wert known too late... 
Since I have been at Berlin, and received there with 
ſo many teſtimonies of friendſhip and favour, the newſ- 
papers of Germany have publiſhed various articles 
concerning me, perhaps with the beſt of wiſhes, in- 
tending to contribute to my honour, or caſe. They 
have, however, been {ſometimes miſinformed. They 
Have aſſerted agreat penſion has been ſettled on me in 
Berlin; but, on my honour I affirm, I never aſked a 
penſion. They have ſaid, my. eldeſt daughter is ap- 
pointed the governeſs of the young Princeſs. Ihis, 
perhaps, has been the joke of ſome witty. correſpon- 
dent; for my eldeſt daughter is but ſifteen, and ſtands 
in need of a governeſs herſelf. Perhaps they may 
ſuppoſe me mean enough, from oſtentat ion, to circus 
late fal ſehood: Perhaps they ſuppoſe. they do me ſer- 
vice, or give me ewes. avs by publiſhing as facts, hon- 
ours or rewards, for which I hope. It may be malice, 
and a deſire to injure me; it may be the very reverſe: 
In any caſe, it is no pleaſure to me, and may have ill 
effects. An honeſt man never is without enemies, 
who will labour to prevent any good that might hap- 
pen to him, and who are terrified if hey imagine he 
might become the favourite 0: a king ñ 
I almoſt daily receive letters from all parts of Ger- 
many, from perſons unknown to me, wherew the 
ſenſations of the feeling heart are evident. The hiſto- 
ry of my life has excited a general attention. Thoſe 
reviewers, who have been impartial, have my thanks: 
Thoſe who ſuſpett my veracity, or . endeavour to 
decry my work, muſt be anſwered by an appeal te 
facts. That my hiſtory relates many improbable e- 
* . Fk. Fents, 
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events, and rather ſembles 4 Romance than a work 
of Biography, is dot my, faut: Exfraordinary acct- 
dents T have enCotinfered; ad Extraordinary accidents 
muſt relate. My purpele ite writing was the publica- 
tion' of'trü ks! ner Alt I be accuſed, except y thoſe 
who do on know; or who do'nor confider, this reaſon, 
and Wo are refuaicetagginſt ſta mati pleading his own 
catſe. Were Ftp temp to >d6eaive the public, 1 
were, indeed, unwetthy. Among the number of the ſe 
letters Was one, which J reeefved: from the learned 
Bahrdt; Profeſſor at Halle, dated April 10, 1787 ;* 
Wherein he favs, Receive; noble Gorman, the ar- 
te dent thank Sof orte, who; Tike vou; has encountered 
15 1 byte 5 4s et far infertor to thõfe you have en- 
4 countered! Von, indeed, With gigantic ſtrength, 
© have met a hoſt of foes, and nobly conquered, "The 
of men attacked nes al fo? I alſo Was perſecuted 
y prieſts. The ardour of my temper” engaged me 
in many a raſh enterpriſe ; and I too have been de- 
„% yoired by a noble pride of heart. I was the enemy 
e f hypocriſy,” and diſdained to be tlie paraſite of 
* princes. From town te town, from land to land, I 
„ Was e oe ts prieſtcraft” and: perſecution : Yet, 
bs ia clp verſe fate and poverty, I acquired 
came Ft fled for refuge and repoſe to the ſtates of 
« Frederic, but found them not. I have eight years 
« laboured under affliction with unwearied perſeve- 
rance, but reward found none. By patient induſtry 
1 have made myſelf What I am: By miniſterial fa- 
© your; never. Even in the ſtates of Frederic, the 
© hatred of ries purſued me. Worn out and weak, 
66 lamenting m own deſtiny,” the hiſtory of your life, | 
* worthy fir, fell into my hands, and poured: balfam 
into my wounds. | There, indeed, I dave ſufferings 
* unmeaſurable: There, indeed: beheld fortitude moſt 
„ worthy admiration,” The chagrin that preyed upon, 
iy the een that rent oy WE fled." er to 
u, 
Fa > The letter of Profe for Based. and the Baron Ne 
wp are both in verſe, but are too barren of poeticat merit, 
or-fiexure, to pleaſe in poetical tranſlations, Ti | 


4 you, of what could I e Receive, noble 


&« „German, my warmeſt thanks; while I live they 
„ ſhall flow. And, ſnould ybu find a fortunate mo- 
© ment, in the hu YG of your King, ſpeak of me as 
* one conſign poverty; as one whoſe talents are 
* buried in as, Say to him Mighty King. 
© ſtretch forth thy hand, and dry up his tears.“ 1 
„know the nobleneſs. of you r mind; and doubt not 


vf good wiſkes. “ _ dus 508. 79890 eln 
Lo the Fe letter I returned the following 
anſwer, >» 1580 A 802 * 


] was affected, Sir, by your leere 1 never yet 
% was unmoved, wheres the pen did but obey the dic- 
a tates of the heart. I feel ior your ſuuation ; and, if 
my example can teach-wiſdom even to the wile, I 
I — indeed, cauſe to triumph. This is the Lulaet- 
« eſt of rewards; At Berlin I have received much 
*© honour, but little more. Ihe courtier ſavons to ob- 
4 tain favour and gifts. He who ſeeks juſtice miſ- 
© takes his road. Men are deaf to him who .canfides 
only in his right. What have I gained ? -Shadowy | 
L fame for rn _ "_- De ane 0 Nel r ren 

© heirs k 

Truth and 9 — hy! 1044 mend, Houriſn net 
% in courts, You complain of prieſtoraft. He, Who 
« attacks a neſt of hornets, muſt expett to be ſtung. 
„% He who would diſturb their ambition and covet- 
& ouſneſs, he Who fpeaks: againſt the falſe opinions. 
* they ſcatter, conſiders not prieſts, and their aim, 
© which is to dazale the ſtupid, and ſtupify the wiſe. 
% A hoſt of knaves, in black, att to promote their 
„ earthly intereſts; and, ſtrange to tel}, the Quixote, 
* ho ſhall dare moleſt them, muſt alſo encounter 
the ger even of the rational t'Deptecate--their 
& wrath } Avoid their poifoned ſhafts, or they will 
6 infetct thy peace; will blaſt thy budding honours. 
* And wherefore ſhould we ineur this danger 7 The 
„world will.ever be the ſame. To eure ignorance ad 
error is impoſſihle. Silence is often not only pr 


* \ dence, but Willows. Let us, then, an teal 10 
| | „gur 
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< cur graves,/ and. thus ſhall weuefcape'thebreath of 
* envy: Whaties thepuppetſhewotrhfe,? He, Who 
« ſhouldenyoy allleyenthubghtEotidgraſp, ſhould ye 
60 have butlittle, g Having acquired this knowledge, 
the paſnhohscbf the ſoul are tallied to apahy. I be 
F holdꝭerrpt, and laugh do . 
alſo, g of chat can conifort is, men ill do our mem- 
orylquſtice - when weoaraodead 4! Famaiplantsher 
* laurels over the grave, and th&retheyAlourh beſt. 
1: wollot as, bometors 82S BARQMYTRENGCE. 
c Schangulack, near Ronig ſherg, 5 18 
ee boobs [apy £ 
e. PS. d have {poken,: worthy Profeſſor, the fect. 
e ings of my heart, in anſwer tb your kind: panegyric. 
% You will! but dome juſticep when'you believe I 
think und act as I Write. Mick reſpec tomy influ- 
at Vienna, or at Conſtantinople. “ n 


1 - * ; no 
„* 
* 3 * 


I 


Among the various letters I have necerved; as it 


may anſwer a good purpoſe, I hope the reader will 
not think the inſertion of the following improper. 
They may be read by ſome benevolent perſon, Who 
may have power to 1 ak in behalf of one who is, ev- 
1dently, not only diſtvef 
derabltitalent ffs ot or lors t 
In a tetteyffrom an unknewn correſpondent, who 
deſired me M peak fo this perſon at Berlin, eight 
others were inclofed. They came from the above per- 
fon in diſtreſs, to this correfpondent; and I wWas re- 
queſted-to let them appear in the Berlin Gazette. As 
_ theſe letters came From Sileſia anonymouſly to band, 
and as I found it could anſwer no good purpoſe, 1 did 
not publiſh them as regufred but my corre ſpondent 
cannot take it amis. that J- ſhould ſelechree of them, 
and here preſent them to the world, as it can do his 
friend no injury, while: they deſcribe an unhappy vic- 
tim of an extraordinary kind; and may perhaps ob- 
'tain him fore redreſs, or relKõirl˖„ . | 
Should ſuch hope be verified 


a cd, Iam perſonally ac- 
quainted with him who. withes to remain cancealed, 
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40 * deſpiſed, but Who no 


218 is 1 1 K E b 


can ſend him aid, or wutreddte Fim to the knowledg 


ol ſuch as might with to interfere in bis behalf 


Should they not, the reader fil Will find well written 
and affectin letters; fuch as may infprre” compaſſion. 
My own ſituation. permits me not to plead for Aelter: b 
nor affords me the means of reHevinng the unfortu- 
nate. The e is the firſt of thoſe 1 oF FR. 
er to o felsct. @3 Oder omg! m as 
Ib ee LHR FIR e ports br” 6914 flo 5 
3 5 | 923 f a3 
. E T TER 2 Wals a das“ 
e r eto, Neuland, roo Bey, 


2444 p _—_ bib '4 oy FÞ 


1 LL con Thad 0 ſatisfactorily anſwered 


© you, by my laſt, that you would, have left me in 


& peaceful poſſeſſion Of my ſorrowis, but your um- 
« herleſs remarks, intreaties, and remonſtrances, ſuo- 


+ ceedEach other with ſuch rapidity, that, though be- 


fore inclined indolently to fly, Lam again induced 
5 to rene the conteſt. Cowardice, I believe you are 
« convinced, is not native in my heart: And, ſhould 1 
< now-t90 eaſily yield, you might 1 that age, and 
< the l have ſuffered, had weakened the pow- 
ers of mind as well as body; and that ought io be 
* elaſſed among the unhappy, multitud hole. ſuf- 
10 ferings havę ſunken deen, 58 5 
Baron Trenck, th — of many woes, once ſo 
held in admiration, — 
& the: 4 was io mach the object of hatred. ; who 

4 mow: ſpeaks loudly in his own defence there, where, 
15 formerly the man, ho had but Whi ſpered his name, 
* would have lived ſuſpected; Baron Trenck you. 
„ Propole as ag example of ſalvation for me. Von 
are wrong. Have you made any rational compari- 

« on ?  Haye.you.conlidered. how di ſſimilar have our 
+ paſt lives been ; how; different 100, are;our-preſent 
70 circumſtances. P Or, omitting theſe, have you cou 
e ſidered to hom you would have me appeal? 
. * In.the year 1764, I became acquainted in Vien- 
* na with. this: ſufferer of 3 this agreeable. 
wo r 
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mpanion,. We are taught chat a manly aud noble 

<< aſpe | — erte lpondgnt, mind,; This I be- 
e Ne Ee he expectations vil 
bene from en Trenek f, r 

4 A auillzithowever, briefly.anſy — — ou 
40 have put; for ꝓproli ] ; . 
*ſhoul ee ee e Trenek 


Was, as I am informed, a man born te inherit great 


« eſtates: This: and the fire of his youth, fanned my 
4 flattering NOQaÞeEe m. LINOUS and then pe 
4 ful kinſman, nt — too o haughty — — 
and this alone was the onigin of all his future — 
8 1pgs. 5 „on the contrary, though the ſon of a Sile- 
„ ſian nobleman of property, did not. inhexit Jo much 
as theipay' of a common ſoldier ; ; the family having 
been robbed of their property by the-handiof er, | 
after being accuſed by malice and wickedneſs, und 
the maſk of holy-vittut;/' You know my — 
fate, the eſteem in which he was held by the Empreſs 
© Thereſa ; and that a pretended miracle was the S 
lion o bis fall. Suddenly was he plunged from 
de that height, to Which induſtry, talents and nn, 
had ratſed him, to the very depth of Poverty. At 
length, on the commencement of the 
War, one of the King of Pruſſia's ſubje — 
«ſented: hing to the Nuftrian court, a8 8 — 
corre of \MEtſhal- Schwerin :s. Ihen ſix- 
« ty years of — — e father as ſei- 
<zed at] f, and d in the fortreſs 
— in S 4 0 allowance juſt ſuf- 
u fHcient to keep . ane in his dungeon; but, for 
the ſpace of ſeven years, never beheld the fan. rite 
«or ſet. I was a boy When this happened: The cer- 
e tainty of his intiocenee, however, emboldened me to 
« jntercede iti his behalf, at the foot of the throne, 1 
„as not heard. only: received ſome -pecuniary 
relief from tha Empreſs, with permiſſion to ſhed my 
« blood in her defence. In this fituation we firſt be- 
came "acquainted; firſt vowed eternal friendſhip ; 
but from this was I ſoon ſnatched, not by my own, 
* but 0p ther's' enemics, What the Empreſs had 
3 Rar * beRowed, 


is 
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cc beſtowed, hex miniſters tore from me. I was ſeized 
&« at midnight; and without examination, was brought 
e in company with two other officers, to the before- 
ci mentioned fortreſs of Gratz. Here did I remain 
* immured, in the flower of youth, ſic diſmial years. 
My true name was contealed; andtanbther given 
„me. I was'treatedlike a male factor, and kept under 
„even locks. ee te Wolde 34 
Peace being reſtored, Trenck, Land my father, 
Here releaſed; but the mode of our mutual :releaſe 
t Was very different; ac ſhe firſt obtained his freedom 
t at the interceſſion of Thereſa : She too afforded him 
Laa future provzfion. We, on the contraryg according 
to the amneſty, ſtipulated in the treaty of peace, 
dere led from our dungeons as ſtate prifoners, a 
public ſpectadle, without the leaſt inquiry concern - 
ing the verity; or falſehood of our ſuppoſed crimes; 
< Extreme poverty, wretchedneſs and miſery, were 
< our reward for the ſufferings we had ſo unjuſtly 
cee. nes ec wh ene ebene 
Not only was my health deſtroyed; but my jaw. 
bone was loſt, eaten away by the fcurvy Idaid 
before Frederic the Great: the proofs of the calamities 
<« I hid undergone, and the (diſmal ſtate to which I 
das reduced by his foe; and for his ſake ; intreated 
pbread to preſerve me and my father from ſtarving: 
5. But his ear was deaf to my prayer, his heart inſenſi- 
*S ble to my fighs. 141877 n r 596 ont 14 "or FF; * 
Providence, however, raiſed me up a ſaviour : 
% Count Gellhorn was the benevolent man. After 
the taking of Breflaw, he —— — aiſtate 
* priſoner to Gratz. During his impriſonment, he 
* had heard the general report of my ſufferings, and 
my innocence. No ſoorier did he learn I was re- 
leaſed, than he generouſly became my benefactor, my 
ſupporter, my friend, and once more re ſtored me 
to the converſe of men, to which I had ſo long 
„been dead. turk on % Daw at 53.9. 34, 49 
e I defer the continuation of my narrative to: the 
next poſt, The remembrance of paſt woes inſlicts 
R ben eternal 
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4 ed heart, remembering my promiſe, Abet Fongaue 


my ſtory. 


My rfonal ſ ufferings have not, tans ol 9 


6 think, leſs than thoſe of Trenck. His, how- 
© ever,: L am acquainted with only from the inaccu- 
14 rate relations 1 have heard; my ow]n I have folt. 
A] hem how ſhould 1 forget ꝰ A — in the Pruſ- 
e ſian ſervice, whoſe name was Hallaſch, was four 
& years my companion; he Was inſane, and believed 
d qhimſelf the Chriſt that was to appear at the - millen- 
©* zum; he perſecuted me with his reveries, which L 
M/ obliged to liſten to, and approve, or r ſuffer vio- 
jene from one ſtronger than myſelf. 

The ſociety of men or books, - every. thing: that 
&.could: conſole or amuſe, were forbidden me; and:L 
* conſider it as wonderful that I did not, myſelf, grow 
mad, in the company of this madman. Four hard 
© waters did Jexiſt without feeling the feeble ema- 


nation of a wibter's ſun, much leſs ihe Wwarmth of 


fire. The wery madman felt more pity than nry 
© keeper; and lent me his cloak to cover my body, 
though the other inhumanly denied me à truſs of 
© ftraw, notwithſtanding 1 had loſt the uſe of my 

hands and feet. Tlie place where we were was 4 
* led a chamber; it rather reſembled the temple of Clo- 
*acina. The noxious damps and vapours at length 
& fo poiſoned my blood, that, together with ill treat- 
ment from an unſkilful furgeon, Who daily tortured 


me, during nine months, — inſult, as a — 


A traitor, and ſtate criminal, I loſt the greateſt part of 
a jaw. We too were nightly diſturbed C 
& of. centinels, and were frequently - terrified by the 
2 —— af e angl bolts, and *he entrance of 
nh. 40 schonen dert 
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e Schottendorf was our | governor and tyrant; a 

© man who repaid” the friendſhip, he found, in the 
**manſion of my fathers, with'cruelty. He was ripe 
e fora fickle, and Time cut him off, Tormentini and 
„ Galer were his ſucceſſors in office; but not in inſo- 
* Tence and inhumaànity: By them we were, indeed, 
carefully watched, but we alſo were "treated with 
* commiſeration. We enjoyed. air without a bribe, 
e and the comfort of ſweet water, Their precautions 
&warded off jail diſtempers likewiſe, and rendered 
% impriſonment | lefs wietched. Ever ſhall I hold 
& their memory facred So Vet benevolent as they were, 
their goodneſs was even exceeded by that of Rotten- 
e ſteiner, the hesd jailor. Without education, with- 
out other principles than thoſe an excellent Under- 
e ſtanding taught, he conſidered his unfortunate priſ- 
© oners' as his children; and inſtead of enriching 
* himſelf, by plundering the, poor and opprefled, he 
vas himſelf their henefaftor. Of this I had contin- 
«ual experience, during two years after the releaſe 
of Hallaſch. He deſerved a better ſtation; a ſtation 
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as noble as his own thoughts 
Here, my friend, I but curſorily defcribe miſery, 
at which the monarch fhall ſhudder, if the blood of 
a tyrant flow not in his veins. Thereſa could not 
«with theſe things; yet they were. But ſhe was hu- 
man, ſhe was fallible, and not omniſcient. 
From the above narrative you will perceive how 
oppoſite the effects muſt be, which the hiſtories o 
Baron Trenck and of myſelf muſt piodu ce. 
„ 'Prenck left his dungeon, ſhielded from want and 
contempt: The day of freedom was the day of tri- 
* umph. I, on the contrary, was expoſed to ever. 
+ pollible calamity. © The ſpirit of Trenck, bowed as 
it had been, by affliction, again raiſed itſelf, I have 
watched and laboured many a ſuceeeding night that 
* might neither beg nor periſni the following day; 
* working for judges who neither knew law, nor had 
© ſufficient powers of mind to behold the native beau- 
* ty of juſtice : Rectifying or ſettling accounts that, 
— f 12 | | : 40 item 
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Do 2 Neßg e bes pee 704 le 1 remem - 

« brance 1s No: ous to himſelf ; and his family; 
© while, Wal me It dig but. increaſc, did but 
86 agonize the As: ent and the future. He was. not, 
6 like me, obliged to erouch 1 in prelence of thoſe vul- 
gar, thoſe mean... thoſe incapable; minds, that do but 
10 onſider the bent b l 25 the. footſtool of 1 5 
4 man is. too buſy an 1 the gratification of | 
« buſy himſelf in behalf of others : ; Pity me, cherefore, 
5 but adviſe me not to hopealliftance,. by petitioning 
1 © BEI at 8 band. I know. your good wiſhes, 
for. e have not e to return but barren 

£ He, 5 WOT 45147 315 e aaa 2 
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338916 
A EXTER” n 0 
VES, I do not, cannot, doubt r 
6 your zeal,:to: ſerve: me, but you have been often for- 
tunate in eee e of yours l J, nev- 
ers! A Sr h * PAT | 
„The proſpet᷑t of gain nls 6. fancy a 
but by: digging under the foundations, to conceal or 
©© to recover his treaſure, he may chance to overthrow 
© his houſe, and bury himſelf under its ruins. The 
voice of fuffeting, virtue is, alas! unable to be heard, 
% amid the agitated waves of a court; ſhe utters a 
6 „ feeble cry, finks, and is no more ſeen. I fear the 
perſecution of the clexgly-—Motarohs neee 
6 ay before their. power N 1 ib #1 ta 
HgBeſide, is Trenck in chat Btuatian FA JuRike 
© his interference in behalf of a ſtranger ? erg 
not. Oh, no -e have: been dreaming: 
0 begin and I 0 continue, a correſpondence 
6 ſubj ect. Were he, like you, my int 
Fo. friend. perhaps- his great experi” 
«© might lead him to imagine ſome 
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<4 for fe indeed they are. Unleſs: he afl it, conceal 


my name. His ſilence will evince his real incapa- 
* bility to do me ſervice; his good will cannot be 
& doubted; 1 | : . 
Every caution is neceſſary; for, were I driven 
from this poor refuge of wretchedneſs, I might fall 
tinto the power of one Who may be a tyrant; who 
© might again rob me of light and air, and adding tor- 
“ture to calamity, branding me as a traitor, might 
delight to inflict pangs inceſſant, and render death 
5 tedious, : 19 | * Farewel.” 


. * The reaſons why I publiſned the foregoing: letters 


are already ſtated; and will, I-make no doubt, appear 


ſatisfactory to the reader. Once more to affairs that 


more immediately concern myſelf. 
The following I yeſterday received from Poland, 
From a correſpondent, who is likewiſe'to me unknown. 


© Reſchow, in Galicia, 
| April go, 1787. 
44 SIR, | ; | 


% EVERY feeling heart, every perſon, who had the 
© honour of being acquainted with you, during your 
* abode in Auſtria, recerves-the pureſt fatisfaction, 
from the juſtice. at preſent done you, the high hon- 
ours by which you are diſtinguiſhed at the court of 
% gBerlin, and of which we are informed by the pub- 
lic papers. Yes, fir, it is a ſweet ſuhject of conſo- 
<« lation, for ſuffering humanity, to behold that you 
„now find favour and juſtice. from a power where 
the moſt unbridled barbarity formerly gave birth to 
e the bittereſt ſufferings, and the moſt inconceivable 
* cruelty. | | | | 

« Every compaſhonate perſon, in this our diſtrict 

bears, has read, has wept over theſe ſufferings, ſo 
__ "-lepitted in the hiſtory, of your life, Thrice 
vages been bedewed by my tears. My 

is to ſee a continuation of your hiſtroy, 

*ow- benevolent banks of the Spree. 

ne fiſt navigator of Horace, he 

9 «myſt 
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* _—_ in oak and tri) ple ſteel be awed, who ſhould 
not feel ity in behalf of an honeſt man, an enligit- 
c ened author, a brave ſoldier, and a good citizen 
6 Let me intreat your acceptance of this teſtimony | 
< of the heart, from a man who; though unknown to 
© you, is, with themoſt worthy and be informed men 
© of Poland, your ſincere admirer. It is ee 
© tribute, paid to uncommon merit. 5 ; '- 
| am, &c. v 
This letter I here public, that I may have an op- 
portunity of thanking the perſon who has paid me 
ſuch high compliments, v7 who has concealed his 
name that I might not have the i ie of anſw UN 
ſo flattering an epiſtle. 
feel the happineſs of being ; held in essen 
the noble- minded; and, if the Princeſs Gee der 
can credit this, her correſpondent, and my writings, 
ſhe will read how great are theſe my ſenſations of joy, 
at m Aappineſs to attain 0 invaluable an nan 
our. 
I might fill a volume with lixe letters, but they ape 
pertain to another collection 
I metat" Berlin, many old friends of both ſexes: 
Among others, an aged invalid came to fee me, who 
was at Glatz, in 1746, when I cut my way through the 
guard, He was one of the-centimels before my "door, 
and whom Thad throw down the ſtairs. | 
Another invalid, Who had aſſiſted mewhen rrpeiſs | 
oned at Magdeburg. in ridding myſelf of my . of 
ſand,” came alfo to 'vifit me. i 
The hour of quitting Berlin, and continuing wy 
journey into Pruſſia, toward Königfherg, my native 
country, approached. On the eve of nry departure, 
I had Once A e ons!  happinefs" of converting, =o | 
than 
by. This lelter en ſome ver er, which” are only 2 
repetition of fmilar ſentiments with itſelf, or of facts 
told in the life of the Baron. Some of them were addvefſe 
ed to the Princeſs Czatoryſka.” who, having read the Bar- 
on hijtory,” had become u W by the events 4 
related. In. 
Wi Be | Ek 


> 


F 
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4han two hours, with her Royal Highneſs. the Prin- 
ceſs Amelia, ſiſter of Frederic the Great. Poſſeſſed 
of native greatneſs of mind, and deep penetration, ſhe 
folely had the honour of gaining the entire confidence 
and friendſhip of Frederic. She, as far as ſhe was 
able, protected me in my hour of extreme adverſity; 
heaped benefits upon me, and, more than any other 
perſon in the world, contributed to gain my deliver- 
ance, Not as a foreign officer did ſhe receive me, 
during my ſtay in Berlin, but as a friend, as an aged 
patriot ; laid her commands upon me to write imme- | 
diately to my wife, and requeſt ſhe would come to 
Berlin, in the month of June, with her two eldeſt 

daughters. Her promiſe I receieved that the bays” 
neſs of the latter ſhould be her care ; nay, that ſhe 
would certainly remember my wife in her will. 

At this moment, when about to depart, ſhe affec- 
tionately aſked me if I had money ſufficient for the 
expenſes of my journey: © Yes, madam,” was my re- 
ply ; © for myſelf I want nothing, nothing aſk ; but 
may you remember my children!“ | 

The ſenſibility, the deep feeling, with which I pro- 

__ nounced theſe words, moved the princeſs ; ſhe ſhew- 
ed me how perfectly ſhe comprehended my meaning, 
took me by the hand, and ſaid, © Return, my friend, 
« quickly ; I ſhall be moſt happy to ſee you.“ 

I haſtily left the room; a kind of indeciſion came 
over me. I was inclined to remain ſome days longer 
at Berlin, Had I done ſo, my preſence would moſt 
indubitably have been of great advantage to my chil- 
dren. Alas! ever under the guidance of my evil 

enius, I began my journey. The clear proſpect of 
| en was inſtantly overclouded ; the principal pur- 
pole for which I came to Berlin fruſtrated ; for, five 
days after my departure, the princeſs Amelia died! 

Is not this a new proof that my implzcable , deſtiny 
will never quit purſuing me, even to the grave ? He 
who reads my hiſtory attentively, will fee, that a 

4 thouſand 

* This princefs is ſuppoſed to be the lady ſo often al- 

luded to in the firſt volume. 7. 


= 
3 
n 
5 * 
* 
— 
+ 
3 
7 
Fa 
* 
IX 
is; 
3 
£ 
7 
* 
Wy 
wo 
wy 
"+. 
#4 
S*, 
1 
"53% 
YI 
* 
1 
©2205 
= a 
Lo U 
ot 
+ 
74 + * 
— 2 
i 


- 
8 : : Z a a : _ 
: 22 > - f —— 1 . D EY - 2 

IE way — 7 4 4 n * " 7 r r ** — „ . 7. e DE mY : , . N . ' 

r De 3 r n 3 — 8 n Jes, — — 51 v En IIS, 2 I- 

* S 2 ·½1—T2Q a ts K. . NOT oy gr r n 1 — — 2 of 88 8 7 . : „ 1 7 

8 . K IIS OE EE > TRIS > 9; n > w q ———— N ARS S pi 7 

N a * — 0 — - - — —— ———— — . 83 n o a” - — — e n ä 

4 * m 

0 


A 


1 6 > 4-4 
«alas AR. „ 
* 


ears 
FR and — > 


a n * 
88 ES ” "I 
A Fn 


Aw 
A , 


NN 
* » 20445 ra, 


„ ˙ʃUVu ER 


4 


BARON TRENCK, 27 


thouſand times have I beheld the ſhores of happineſs, 
and that, the very moment I imagined I was about 
to caſt anchor in the haven of tranquillity, again bas 
an unforeſeen hurricane driven me into the very mid 
of the wild and angry ocean. Ves, yes—ſo it has been, 
ſo it ſhall be. ' PEA „ 
In vain, would the benevolent friends of man, affer 
petitions to heaven that my latter days might be ſpent 
in peace. Their prayers rife not; they reach not the 
ſeat of mercy ! Never has heaven inſpired the hearts 
of princes to att” effectually in my favour. Even - 
when my friends have ſeriouſly intended to aſſiſt me, 
or in their wills to bequsath me generous legacies, ei- 


ther they have been perſuaded to the contrary, by my 


enemies, or prevented, by death, from fulfilling their 
good intentions. Many fats of this kind might IT 
cite, particularly ſome that have been occaſioned by 
father confeffor ss. e $E0> Ih 
This laſt unfortunate accident befel me through my 
own fault ; I ought better to have employed the fa- 
vourable moment. The more critical it was, the more 


ardent ſhould 1 have been not to have let it eſcape. 
But I imagined myſelf too certain. I was too timid, 


had too much ſenfibility, or rather, indeed too much 


pride to let intereſted views be ſeen, at ſuch a mo- 


ment!!! TL LF 85 
© Well, well who can recall the paſt ?—It'is the 
will of Providence, thus to reſtrict your happi- 


% neſs.” | 


Such are the apophthegms in which the credulous 
find conſolation ; for my own part, I am of the ſeck 


of the Scepties. I am convinced that, by ill-timed 


delicacy, I have neglefted many opportunities of mak- 


ing my fortune. Neither ſhall Satan be accuſed of inter- 


fering, for he has had too many procfs it is not in his 
power to make me deſpair ; therefore, ſo ſhall he not 
entrap my ſoul, which is but rather inſpired, by diſ- 


appointment, with new fortitude, to encounter new 


misfortune. If it be-the will of Heaven, that I am 
not to enjay happinefs here on earth, but that my 
CL, | 5 Chriftian 
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Chriſtian ſpirit muſt content itſelf with court eom- 
pliments, reputation acquired, and the world's com- 
paſſion, without expetting any thing from the mag- 
nanimity of the beſt of ſovereigns; then will 1 live 
ſatisfied in my confined circle, and comfort myſelf 
with the reflection that I have deſerved better.. 

If wealth be neceflary to happineſs, ſo indeed muſt 
my happineſs. be ſmall. It is now winter with me, 
and never more: can it be ſpring. I will no more be 
the dupe of vague and ſilly hopes. Plans of aggran- 
dizement I am too old te form; too proud am 1 for 
the precincts of a court, too obſtinate and head 
ſcrong. 64:31 | 

Peace be-to thy aſhes, noble princeſs! Thy will 
was good, andl be that ſufficient, I ſhall not want 
materials to write a commentary on the hiſtory of 
Frederic, when, in company with thee I ſhall wander 
on the banks of Styx; there the events that have 
happened on this poor earth may be written, without 
ſcruple or danger. Till when, it is moſt - probable, I 
Mall clan to my pen, unleſs fome extraordinay 
-1cidents. Gould once more reanimate my ſelf-love, 
and, by the publication of new truths, I ſhould be in- 
duced to expofc myſelf to new perſecutions; from 
which, however, may the good God preſerve-me } 
He can have no pleaſure in ſeeing his creatures unhap- 
py. He yet may inſpire the hearts of kings, to think 
of what I have been deprived, and of what is my due. 

So proceed we with our ſtory. | | 

On the.22d of March I departed from Berlin, and: 
purſued my journey to Rönigſberg, but remained two. 
days. at the court of the Margrave of Brandenburgh. 
Schwedt, where. I was received with kindneſs. and els 
teem. The Margrave had beſtowed favours. on me, 
during my impriſonment at Magdeburg. _ 

I departed thence through Soldin to Schildberg, 
there tq,vikt my relation Sidau, who had married the 


daughter of my ſiſter, which daughter my ſiſter had by 
her firſt huſband; Waldow, of whom I have ſo often, 
paken in my firſt volume, I found my kinſman à 
ho TED . | wrkhy 
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worthy and honourable man, and one who made the 
daughter of an unfortunate fiſter happy. I was re- 
ceived at his houſe with open arms; and, for the firſt 
time during an interval of two and forty years, beheld 
one of my own relations. 
On my journey thither, I had the unexpetted pleaſ- 
ure to meet with Lieutenant-general Kowalſky, This 
good gentleman was a lieutenant in the garriſon of 
Glatz, iu the year 1746, and was an ocular: witneſs 
when I leaped from the wall of the rampart. He 
had read my hiſtory; with ſome of the principal. facts 
of which he was previouſly acquainted. Should any 
one, therefore doubt; concerning thoſe: incidents 
which I have related, of my eſcape from Glatz, and. 
. which, becaufe of the difficulties attending their exe- 
cution, have been, by fome, incapable themſelves of a 
like enterpriſe, fuppoſcd incredible; I may refer them: 
to him, whoſe teſtimony cannot be ſuſpecteld. 

From Schildberg J proceeded to Land ſberg, on the 
Warta. Here Þ found my: brother-in-law, Colonel 
Pape, commander of the Gotz dragoons, and the ſec- 
ond huſband of: my deceaſed ſiſter; and here paſſed 
a happy and a joyous day. Every body congratulated. 
me on my glorious return into my country, and. offer- 
ed up their ardent prayers ſor mp future felicity. 

I found relations in almoſt every garriſon, and was: 
almoſt every where-detained. Never did man receive 
more honourable marks ef eſteem throughout a King- 
com. The general knowledge of my unmerited. ca- 
lamities procured me this ſweet, conſolation ; and I 
were in{ſenfble-indeed, and ungrateful, did my heart 
remain unmoved on occaſions like theſe. 
Les, this is my delectable reward; a reward not 
conferred by princes; a reward to which. virtue only” 
can aſpire; and which has been beſtowed upon me 
with profuſion ; à reward which the hatred of the 
puiſſant Frederic could retard, but could not prevent; 
nature had given me too robuſt a body: A reward 
{o great, ſo delightful, fo dear to remembrance, that. 
when. put-asa counterpoile to the afliiftions I have 

Ee. Fs ſaffered. 
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fuffered for the ſpace of two and forty years, I Hol&@it: 


more than equivalent, and: feel: it, overbalances them 


all! My heart glories in its paſt groans, all my wounds. 
are healed; and, though the ſcars remain, w remain 
but the honourable proofs of victory. 

Raiſed by misfartune, I live my country's - 
ment, where many inſtructive, many — leſ.. 
ſons may be read. Ramember me, O my in 
the hour of ſorrow ; relate my ſtory to your dren 2 
publiſh aloud that my hones have deſerved to be laid 
in the ſepulchre of my forefathers ; and though I am. 
not permitted to reſt my white locks on the pillar of 
repoſe, in my own country, though. it- be my. deſtiny 

to die in the land to which envy, impoſture, imbecili- 
ty, and a thirſt of-ill-gotten gain, have baniſhed me, 
till let my memory live among you; ſtill let me 
hope' my name ſhall be held in. veneration To 
you I leave my children; in them may. you behold. 
their father's probity: revive; them may you, diftin-- 
guiſh from the children of thofe who have ſuffered. 
nothing for, loſt nothing in, their county. 

In Auſtria I never can expect a like reception; 1 
am there miſtaken, and I feel little inclination. to Ia: 
bour at removing miſtakes ſo rooted... Yet even there, 
as in Pruſſia, am I, by the: general voice, approved. 

es, I am admired; but not known; pitied, but not 
lupported ;. honoured; but not. rewarded, The pow--- 
erful are wilfully blind. Yet: blind | may they re- 
main, I will not grieve. © Who,” ſaith Gellert,“ 1s. 
© the great man by whom thau art honoured ? Say, 
*coth he truly know te eſtimate merit? Imagine 
% him deprived of titles, his riches loſt, his badges 


of honour. gone, and perhaps thou wouldſt then 


« conteran his applauſe, ſor thou would{t deſpiſe. his 


4. parſon og 


When at Berlin, a an error IJ had com- 
mitted in the firſt Wee of my life. \ At the time IL. 


. wrote, having been wrong informed, I believed that. 


„ pe ſtmafzer- general. of. Berlin, NM. nen Was 


« CW 


BARON TREN CR. — 


my mother's brother, and the ſame perſon; WhO in 
2742, was firſt grand counſellor at Glegau, and afters 
wurd prefiderit in- Eaſt Friefeland. I Was deceived 
the Derſchau, who is my mother's brother, is till i 
ing, and preſident at Aurich in Eaſt Frieſeland. The 
poſtmaſter was the ſon of old Derſchau, ' who died a 
general; and Who was only diſtantly related to my 
mother. Neither is the younger Derſebau, who is; 
the colonel of a regiment at Burg, the brother: of my 
mother, but only her firſt couſin; one of their filters: - 
married lieutenant-colonel Oſtau, whofe ſon, the Preſ- 
ident: Oftau, now. lives on his own eſtate at Lablack, 
in Pruſſia. Ads CLLERS ! . „ 
I mention this at prefent for the information of a 

perſon whe, becauſe Fhad committed this trifling er- 
ror, which was cauſed by my having been àbſent from 
my country above five and forty years, thence took. 
occaſion to perfuade the world my hiſtory was all 
falfe : having corrected the miſtake; I may add, I do 
not ſuppoſe any Derſchau has reaſan to be aſhamed of 
being allied to the family of Trenck, which, for three 
hundred ears paſt, has intermarried with the moſt an- 
cient families in Pruſſta, and which, in the hiſtory. of 
the country, has given inconteſtable proofs of real no- 
bility of heart. e e ; 
I was, likewiſe deceived in having ſuſpected a lieu- 
tenant, whoſe- name is Mollinie, in the narrative I 

gave of my flight from Glatz, of having acted as a ſpy. 
upon me at Brainau, and of having fent information 
to General- Fouquet. I am ſorry. This boneſt mam 
is ſtill alive, a captain in Brandenburg. He was af- 
fected at my ſuſpicion, fully juſtified himſelf, and here 
1 publicly apologize. He then was, and again is be.. 
come, my friend. The. perſon who really gave infor- 
mation to General Fouquet, was:Captain Nimſehofsky, 
my own couſin, who came toviſit me at Braunau, and, 
under the maſk. of friendſhip, concealed the trai- 
tar, | | b RE. k 
I have alſo received a fngular letter from one lieu- 
| tenant Brodowiky,- This extraordinary gentleman 18, 
1 | ; aflenges}: 
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offended at finding his mother's name in my narrative, 


and demands I ſhould retra&t my words. Alas ! how 
can I retract the truth; and truth too which cannot 
be offenſive to any perſon ? Menaces never yet could 


- induce me to commit ſuch an action. e 


My readers certainly will allow the virtue of Mad- 
am Brodowſky, at Elbing, is not impeached. Al- 
though I have ſaid I had the fortune to be beloved by 
her, I have no where intimated that I aſked, or that ſhe: 
granted, improper favours. EW NE 

_ Certainly I had no intention to injure my precep- 
tor Brodowſky, who had lived in my father's houſe 
and who afterward journeved to my mother, purpoſe-- 
ly to procure me ſpeedy ſuccour. I never meant to 
injure his honour living, nor his memory dead. 

The parents having been my friends, I certataly 
wiſh I could oblige the ſon ; but I never can write 
that facts, inſerted in the hiſtory of my life, which 
have happened to myſelf, are falſe or imaginary. - A 
man of underſtanding will not be angry ſhould anoth- 


er fay to him, Your mother once loved me.” M. Bro- 


dowlſky, the father, never was jealous ; and it is ſtrange, 
indeed, that his ſon ſhould be. I here declare that, 

with reſpe& to myſelf, Madam Brodowſky was cer- 
tainly chaſte ; but I alſo here declare I have a right to 
aſſume ſome merit to myſelf. This I think a ſuf- 


| ficient anſwer to the letter of the lieutenant. 


By the expreſs deſire of a perſon of diſtinction, I 
ſhall infert an incident in this place, which I omitted. 
in the ſecond volume, leſt I hould have fatigued my 
readers by a too circumſtantial recital of my various. 
attempts to eſcape from priſon, This honourable. 
perſon was himſelf an. eye witneſs of the incident I 
am about to relate, at Magdeburg, and reminded me- 
of the affair. It was my laſt attempt but one at flight. 
The circumſtances were theſe ; ng 

As I found myſelf unable to get rid of more ſand, 
after having once again cut through the planking, and. 
mumed the foundation, I made a hole toward the foils @.. 
ar ditch, in which three. ceatinels were. ſtationed, 
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This I executed one ſtormy night, it being eaſy, from 
the lightnefs of the ſand, to perform the work in two 
hours. 855 | | e 
No ſooner. had I broken through, than I filently | 
drew back the ſand within the hole, and threw one 
of my ſlippers beſide the paliſadoes, that it might be 
fuppoſed I had loſt it when climbing over them. 
Theſe paliſadoes, twelve feet in height, were ſituated 
in the front of the principal fofle, and my centinels. 
ftood within. There was no centry box at the place 
where I had broken throu ggg. 
This done, I returned into my priſon, made another 
hole under the planking, where I could hide myſelf, 
and ſtopped up the paſſage behind me, fo that it was. 
not probable I could be ſeen or found. | 


A 


— 


When day- light Game, the centinel ſau the hol . | OE: 8 
133 


ve the alarm, the officer ran terrified, the flipper 
was ſound, and it was concluded that Trenck had for- 
tunately eſcaped over the paliſadoes, and was no lon- 
cr in priſon, - p35 e aid OT 
Immediately the fub-governor came from Magde-. 
burg, the alarm guns were fired, the horſe ſcoured the: 
country, and the fortification and fubterranean paſſa- 
ges were all viſited; no tidings came; no diſcovery 
was made, and the concluſion was, 1 had certainly eſ- 
caped. That I ſhould fly without the knowledge of 
the centinels, was deemed impoſſible; the officer and: 
all the guard were put under arreſt, and every body: 
was ſtruck dumb with ſürpriſe. e 284123 
I, in the mean time, fat quiet in my hole, where 1 
heard their ſearches, and fuppoſitions that I certainly: 
was gone, My heart banned with joy, and I held. 
eſcape to be indubitable. They moſt unaoubtedly 
would not have placed centinels over the priſon the 
following night, and 1 then really ſhould have left my 
place of concealment, and moſt probably have ſafely 
arrived in Saxony. My cruel deſtiny, however, rob- 
bed me of all hope at the very moment when I ſuppoſ- 
ed the greateſt, of my difficulties. conquered. 


\ 
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Every thing ſeemed to happen as I could wiſh. The 


Whole garriſon came and viſited the caſemates, and all 
ſtood aſtoniſhed at the miracle they beheld. In this 
ſlate things remained till four o'clock in the afternoon, 
At length an enſign of the militia came, a boy of a- 
bout fifteen or ſixteen years of age, a very chicken in 
appearance, but who had more wit than any or all of 
them. He approached the hole, examined the aper- 
ture next the foſle, thought it appeared very ſmall, 
endeavoured to enter it himſelf, found he could rot, 
therefore concluded it was impoſhble a man of my 

ſize could have paſſed through, and accordingly called 
for a light. | n | 
This was an accident I had not foreſeen. Half 
ſtifled in my hole, I had opened the canal under the 
planking. No fooner had the youth procured a light, 
than he perceived my white ſhirt, examined nearer, 
Felt about, and laid hold of me by the arm. 
The fox was caught, and the laugh was univerſal, 
My chagrin and confuſion may eafily be imagined, 
They all came round me, paid me their compliments, 
and, finding nothing better was to be done, I laughed 
in company with them, and thus laughing, was led 
back, with an aching, a diſtracted heart, to be ſorrow- 
fully enchained in my dungeon. | | 
The contrivance was highly applauded by all thoſe 
who wiſhed I might effect my e * among whom 


was the honourable perſon who deſired I would here 
_ 3nfert this anecdote, +4 | | 
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I continued my journey, and arrived on the fourth 
All of April, at Konigſberg, where my brother impatient- 
id | ly expected my arrival. We embraced as brothers 
"8 muſt, after an abſence of two and forty years, Of all 
my brothers and fifters I had left in this city, he only 
remained. He lived a retired and peaceable life on 
his own eſtates, fulfilling all the duties of a man. He 
had no children living, 1 continued a fortnight in 

5 | company 
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company with him and his worthy. wife, at Königſ- 
berg, with infinite ſatisfaction of heart, and afterward 
went with him to his country ſeat, where I ſtayed fix 
weeks. 7 | Hes n ry 
Happy days! Numbered among the moſt happy of 
my life! In the midſt of relations, nephews, nephew's 
children, couſins and kinſmen of all degrees, who 
came to compliment me on my return. to reviſit the 
place of my nativity, IJ imagined myſelf the father of 
the family : I enjoyed that happineſs which a fire en-. 
Joys, whole name is one of the moſt reſpectable of the, 
land, and who is related, by ties of blood, to moſt of 
the neighbouring families. Man, at a certain time of 
life, is no where ſo happy as at home, eſpecially, if like 
me, he has wandered into foreign lands, ſeen their. 
manners and cuſtoms, and been received by their in- 
habitants with cordiality and friendſhip. -  _ _ 
Here I, for the firſt time, learnt what had happened 
to my relations, during my. abſence. The wrath of 
the great Frederic extended itſelf to all my family. 
My Abate brother was an enſign in the regiment of 
cuiraſſiers at Kiow, in the year 1746, when I firſt in- 
curred diſgrace from the king. Six years he ſerved, 
fought at three battles, but becauſe his name was 
Trenck, never was promoted. Weary of expectation, 
he at length rot the army, married, and lived on 
his eſtate at Meicken, where he died about three years 
ago, and left two ſons, who are an honour to the fam- 
ily of the Trencks. | es rent 
Common fame ſpoke him a perſon capable of ren- 
dering the ſtate eſſential ſervice, as a military man, 
the profeſſion he had choſen ; but he was my broth- 
er, and the King would never ſuffer his name to be 
mentioned. ' Eg? 
My youngeſt hrother applied himſelf to the ſciences ; 
it was propoſed that he ſhould receive ſome civil em- 
ployment, as an intelligent and well informed man; 
but the King anſwered, in the margin of the peti- 
tion, | | . 


No Trenck is good for any thing.” 


5 
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Thus has all my family Aered, becauſe of my un- 

. Juſt condemnation. My laſt mentioned brother choſe 

the life of a private man, and lived at his eaſe in eſti. 
mation and independence among the firſt people of *. 
kingdom. 

| The hatred of the  monarch' extended? itſelf to 1 
ſiſter, who had married the ſon of General Waldow, 
and lived in widowhood from the year 1749, to her 
ſecond marriage. The misfortunes of this 1 
woman, in conſequence of the treachery of Wein 
ten, and the aid ſhe ſent to me in my priſon at bh 
deburg, I have before related. She was poſſeſſed of 
the fine eflate of Hammer, near Landſberg on the 
Warta, The Ruflian army changed the whole face 
of the country, and laid it deſert. She fled with what 
effects ſhe could, to Cuſtrin, where every thing like- 
wiſe was burnt and deſtroyed during the ſiege, The 
Pruffian army itſelf demoliſhed the fine foreſts, 

After the war, the king aſſiſted all the ruined fami- 
lies of Brandenburg; the alone obtained nothing, be- 
cauſe ſhe was my fi ers She petitioned the king, who 
_ replied, ſhe muſt ſeek for redreſs from her dear brother. 
She died, in the flower of her age, a ſhort time after 
The had married her-ſecond huſband, the preſent Col. 
Pape: Her ſon, alſo, died laſt year. He was captain 
in the regiment of the Gotz dragoons. _ 

Thus were all my brothers and ſiſters puniſhed be- 
cauſe they were mine. Who is he that ſhall afford - 
retribution for ſo many tragical events? Could it ev- 


er be believed that dhe great Frederic, like t he great 


Zabaoth, would revenge himſelf on the children, and 
the children's children ? Was it not ſufficient that he 
ſhould wreak his wrath on my head alone? Why has 
the name of Trenck been hateful to him, to the very” 
hour of his death ? This muſt ever remain an incom- N 
Prehenſible enigma. 
I never would baſely kiſs the foot that n me. 
When innocent, I ſought to avoid being e and 
know myſelf guilty of no other crime. 
One Derſchau, captain of horſe, and uterine broth- 


cer of my mother, ſecretly addreſſed himſelf to the king, 
an 
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in 1753, alleged he was my neareſt relation, and 
feudal heir, and petitioned that he would beſtow on 
him m}:confiſcated eſtate of Great Scharlack.  _ 

The king demanded that the neceſſary proof 
ſhould be ſent from the chamber at Koni gfberg. He 
was informed that I had two brothers living, that 
Great Scharlack was an ancient family inheritance, and 
= it appertained to my brothers, and not to Derſ- 
Chau. 7 ä . 

My brothers then announced themſelves as the im- 
mediate ſucceſſors to this fief, and the King beſtowed 
on them the eſtate of Great Scharlack, conformable 
to the feudal laws. That it might be properly divided, 
it was put up to auction, and bought by the youngeſt 
of my brothers, who paid the ſurplus to the other, 
and to my filter. He, likewiſe, paid debts charged 
upon it according to the expreſs orders of the court. 
The perſons, who called themſelves my creditors, 
were impoſtors, for I had no creditors ; I was but nine- 
teen when my eſtates were confiſcated, conſequently 
was not of age; By what right, therefore, could ſuch 
debts be demanded, or paid? Let them explain this 

who can, Any man might ſay whatever he pleaſed, 
for I was not preſent to contradict. 

The ſame thing happened, when an account was 
given in to the fiſcus of the guardianſhip, although I 
acknowledge my guardians were men of probity. 
One of them; however, was eight years in poſſeſſion, 

and when he gave it up to my brothers, he did not ac- 
count with them ſor a ſingle ſhilling. Fl a 

At preſent, therefore, the affair ſtands thus: Fred- 
eric William has taken off the ſentence of confiſca- 
tion, and ordeted me to be put in poſſeſſion of my ef- 
tates by .a gracious reſcript: Empowered by this, 1 
come and-demand : reſtitution ; my brother anſwers, 
Ichave bought and paid forthe eſtate, am the legal 
*6<.pofſeilor, have improved it ſo much that Great 
Scharlack, at preſent, is worth three or four times 
the ſum it was at the time of confiſcation. Let the 
© Fiſcus” pay me its actual value, and then let them 

s beſtow it on whom they pleaſe. If the reigning 
A king 
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. & king gives what his predeceſſor fold to me, ought 


not thereby to be a loſer.“ 

This is a problem which the people of Berlin muſt 
reſolve. My brother has no children, and, without go- 
ing to law, will bequeath Great Scarlack to mine, 


when he ſhall happen to die, If he is forced In of. 


fect to reſtore it without being reimburſed, the King, 


inſtead of granting a favour, has not done juſtice, I 
do not requeſt any reſtitution like this, ſince ſuch reſ- 
titution would be made without aſking it, as a favour 


of the King. If his Majeſty takes off the confiſcation, 


| beauſe he is convinced it was originally violent and 
_ unjuſt, then have I a right to demand the rents of two 


and forty years. This I am to require Fe om the Fiſcus, 
not from my brother. 

And ſhould the Fiſcus only reſtore me the price for 
which it then ſold, it would commit a Wanifeſt injuſt- 


ice, fince all eſtates } in the provinee of Pruſſia have, 


fince the year 1746, tripled and quadrupled their 
value. 

If the eſtate deſcends only to my children after my 
death, I receive neither right nor favour, for in this 


- caſe I obtain nothing for myſelf, and ſhall remain de- 


prived of the rents, which, as the eſtate is at preſent 
farmed, by my brother, amount to four thouſand rix- 
dollars per annum. This eſtate cannot be taken from 
him legally, ſince he enjoys it by right of purchaſe. 
It will not be the King, who, when I am dead, will 
beſtow it upon my children ; but my brother, who 
will bequeath it them by will. | 

Such is the preſent fate of the buſineſs. How the 
benevolent monarch ſhall think proper to decide, 


will be ſeen hereafter. I have demanded of the Fiſ- 


cus, that it ſhall make a fair valuation of Great Schar- 
lack, reimburſe my brother, and reſtore it to me. My 
brother has other eſtates, Theſe he will diſpoſe of by 
| teſtament, according to his good pleaſure; | 

Be theſe things as they may, the purpoſe of my 
Journey is accompliſhed, My brother is my friend, 


and the Wader of my children. My fon is in his maj- 


eity's 


LY 
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eſty's ſervice, and my honour is juſtified in my on 
country. In Pruſſia, at leaſt, Jam victorious over 
fate. gui ô . 1 tn 
Reader, if thou haſt noble thoughts, rejoice with 
me, and from my hiſtory, learn that evil itſelf- may 


convert to good. In the nineteenth year of my age, 


I loſt my fortune, my e, en, all, honour and for- 
titude excepted, and theſe iDwas not in the power of 
the deſpot to take. - Two and forty years have I lived 
deprived of my property, two and forty years endured 
poverty, and even exceſſive indigence, with the ex- 
ception of ſome few intervals, without ever being 
guilty of meanneſs, and in the moment of good fortune, 
I have been liberal even to prodipality, I often have 
been deceived, but never was a deceiver. Thoſe who 


plundered me bluſh at my name. I walk proudly 


even in the preſence of kings, I write truths without 
diſguiſe, and my writings find toleration and privi- 


lege. I was deſpiſed, condemned, and rejected, yet 


- 


obtained, even in the dungeon's dephts, than which 
no man could deſcend lower, the general eſteem and 
approbation of the worthy. | 

Thou, great God, haſt preſerved me amidſt my 
trouble. The pureſt gratitude penetrates my heart. 
Oh that it might pleaſe thee never to let mortal en- 
dure what I have endured, or, if ſo it cannot. be, that 
thou wouldſt grant him equal ſtrength to wreſtle with 
woe, Oh that thou wouldſt ſhield man from arbitra- 
ry power, and baniſh deſpotiſm from the earth. Diſ- 


/th, 


honour, caft head long down, and exterminate the 


enemy of man, and let all prevaricating judges be, like 
mine, reduced to cleanſe the ſtreets of filth. Suffer 


not the hypocritical knave to injure and inſult the vir- 
tuous, May this my tragical narration be a leſſon to 
the afflicted, afford hope to the deſpairing, fortitude 


to the wavering, and ſhake and humanize the hearts of 
kings. | 75 
Joyfully now do I journey to the ſhores of death, 
My duty is fulfilled, my end attained, tranquillity 
deſerved, My conſcience is void of reproach, . 
a | 3 
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ſhall blefs my memory, and only the unfeeling, the 
wicked, the confeſſor of princes, and the pious impoſ. 
tor, ſhall vent their rage againſt my writings, My 


few remaining, hours of life {hall'ſtill' be dedicated to 


the love of men. For my own part, my wants: are 
few. My mind is deſirous of repofe ;. and ſhould this 
be denied me, ſtill will 1 not murmur” I now wiſh 
to iteal gently, though not wholly unknown, toward 
that laſt aſylum, whither in my youth, if thither 1 
went, it muſt, be with colours flying. Grant, Almighty 
God, that the prayer I this day make may be heard, and 
that fuch may be the concluſion of my eventful life, 


I r 
FRANCIS BARON TRENCK, | 


A PARTISAN.COLONEL, AND COMMANDER 
IN CHIEF, OF THE PANDOURS, IN THE 
SERVICE OF HER MAJESTY THE 
= + | EMPRESS-QUEEN.. 


WRITTEN BY. 


FREDERIC BARON TRENCK, 


AS ANECESSARY SUPPLEMENT TO HIS OWN HISTORY, 


I RANCIS BARON.TRENCK, was born in 1714, 
in Calabria, a province of Sicily, His father 
was then a governor, and lieutenant- colonet there, and 
died, poſſeſſed of theſe honours, in 1743, at Leitſchau, 
in Hungary, lord of the rich manors of Preſtowacz, 
Pleternitz, and Pakratz, in Sclavonia, and other conſid- 
erable eſtates in Hungary. His chriſtian name was 
John; he was my father's brother, and born in Kon- 
igſberg, in Pruſſia, where the family is well known, 
and where it has poſſeſſed eſtates ever ſince the times 
of the Teutonic knights. Ar 
The name of his mother was Kettler; ſhe was 
born in Courland, but I am unacquainted with her” 
family, | | 
_ Suffice it to ſay that Trenck, whoſe hiſtory I write, 
was, both by father and mother, a gentleman of an- 
cient family ; and that his grandfather and mine was 
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of Pruſſia, He was not, as his enemies propagated 
at Vienna, the fon of a Sclavonian robber, His fath- 
er, who had ferved Auſtria, with honour, till the age 
of ſixty-eight, died, as I have ſaid, at Leitſchau, with 
the rank of colonel, and bore thoſe wounds to his 
grave which atteſted his warlike valour. a 
Francis Baron Trenck was his only fon ; he had 
attained the rank of colonel during his father's life, 
and ſerved with diſtinion in the army of Maria 


Thereſa. 2 


I ſhall fay nothing of his early youth. The hiſto- 
ry of his life, which he publiſhed in 1747, when he 
was under confinement at Vienna, is ſo full of minute 
eircumſtances, and fo poorly written, that I ſhall make 
but little uſe of it. Here I ſhall relate only what I 


bave heard from the molt creditable- perſons, from his. 


enemies themfelves, and what I have myſelf ſeen.. 

His ancient father, a bold and daring foldier, idol- 
izing his only ſon, and ſuperlatively avaricious, whol- 
ly negletted his education, fo that the paſſions of this 
fon were moſt unbridled. Endowed by nature with 
very extraordinary talents, the heir of a rich father, 
this ardent youth was early his own maſter, and allow- 
ed to indulge the impetuous fire of his conſtitution. 
Moderation was ever utterly unknown to him, and 
good fortune moſt remarkably favoured all his enter- 
priſes. Theſe were numerous, undertaken from no 
principle of virtue, nor actuated by any motives ob 
humanity. The love of money, and the deſire of 
fame, were the paſhons of his ſoul. All his wiſhes. 
were ſucceſsful, therefore were all his wiſhes indulg- 
ed. To his warlike inclination was added the inſen- 
ſibility of a heart natively wicked; and he found him- 
{elf an aftor, on the great fcene of life, at a time when 
the earth was drenched with human gore, and when 
the ſword decided che fate of nations; hence this 
chief of pandgurs, this ſcourge of the unpretefted, 
naturally became an iron-hearted enemy, a ferocious. 
foe of the human race, a formidable enemy in private 


life, and a perfidious friend. 
[ | Conſtitutionally 
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Conſtitutionally choleric and ſanguinary, addicted 
to voluptuous pleaſures, ſenſual, and brave; he was 
unappeafable when affronted, prompt te a& in the 
moment of danger circumfpe&, and when under the 
dominion of anger, inhuman and eruel even to fury 3 
irreconcilable, artful, fertile in invention, and ever 
intent on great projects. „ DEEP 
When youth and beauty infpired love, he then be- 
came ſupple, inſinuating, amiable, gentle, refpectful 3 
yet, ever excited by pride, unceaſingly to purfue his 
purpoſe, each conqueſt gave but new defires of adding 
another ſlave over whom he might domineer ; and 
whenever he encountered unſhaken refiſtance, he ever. 
then ceafed to be avaricious. A prudent and intelli- 
gent woman, burning this part of his character to ad- 
vantage, might have formed this very ſingular man to 
virtue, probity, and the love of the human race; but, 
from his moſt tender infancy, his wilt had never ſuf- 
fered reſtraint, and he thought nothing impoſſible. Ax 
a ſoldier, he was bold even to- temerity ; capable of - 
the moſt hazardous enterpriſe, and of laughing at the 
danger himfelf provoked, His ambitious. projects 
were the more elevated, becauſe that the end of all his 
actions was the acquirement of renown, In council 
he was dangerous; every thing muſt cede to his views. 
To him the means, by which his end was to be obtain- 
ed, were indifferent. Wo to the wretch who hope& 
to excite his compa ſſion, by fubmi ſſion and prayer 
The Croats at this time were undiſciplined, prone: 
to rapine, thirſting for human blood, and only taught 
obedience by violence and blows ; theſe had been the 
companions of his infancy; theſe he undertook to 
fubjeft, by ſervitude and fear, to military fubordination, 
and from banditti, to make them ſoldiers. His habit- 
ual intercourſe with ſuch a ſpecies of men gave him. 
that fiercenefs of charafter, which has been ſo often 
remarked in tyrants. 
With refpett to his exterior, Nature had. been prod» 
igal of her favours. His height was fix feet three 
inches, and though his ſtature was thus gigantic, the: 
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ſymmetry of his limbs was exact; his form was up- 
Tight, his countenance agreeable, yet maſculine, and 
his ſtrength almoſt incredible. He could ſever the 
head from the body of the largeſt ox, with one ſtroke 
of his ſabre, and he was ſo adroit at this Turkiſh prac- 


tice that he at length could behead men as if he 


were cleaving turnips. In the latter years of his life, 
his aſpe& was become terrible, becauſe that, during 
the Bavarian war, he hag. been ſcorched by the ex- 
ploſion of a powder-barrel, and his face remained ſcar- 


red and impregnated with black ſpots. 


In company he rendered himſelf exceedingly agree- 
able, ſpoke ſeven languages fluently, was jocular, poſ- 
ſeſſed wit, and in ſerious converſation, underſtanding ; 
had learned muſic, ſung with taſte, and had a good 
voice, ſo that he might have been well paid as an 
actor, had that been his fate. He could even, 
when ſo diſpoſed, become gentle and complaiſant ; 
but, wherever he could command, he was a monſter, 

His look told the man of obſervation, that he was- 
cunning and choleric ; and his wrath was terrible. 
He was ever ſuſpicious, becauſe he judged others by 
himſelf. Self-intereft and avarice, ever conſtituted 
his ruling paſſion, and, whenever he had an opportu- 
nity of increaſing his wealth, he equally diſregarded 
the duties of religion, the ties of honour, and human 
pity. In the thirty-firſt year of his age, when he was 
poſſeſſed of nearly two millions, he did not expend a 
forin per day, ſo that he even denied himſelf neceſſa- 
Ties. { 

As he and his pandours always led the van, and as 
he thence had opportunity to ravage the enemy's 
country, at the head of troops ſo addicted to rapine, 
we mult not wonder that Bavaria, Sileſia. and Alſa- 
tia, were ſo plundered. He alone purchaſed the boo- 
ty from his troops, at a low price, and this he {ent by 
water to his own eſtates, If any one of his officers 
had made a rich capture, Trenck inſtantly became his 
enemy. He was ſent on every dangerous expedition, 
till he fell, and the colonel became his univerſal heir, 
for Trenck appropriatcd all he could to himſelf, 10 
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He was reputed to be a man moſt expert in milita 
ſcience, an excellent engineer, and ta poſſeſs an ex 
eye in eſtimatin 4 heights and diſtances. Hence had 
he the firſt of advantages that a partifan leader can 
enjoy, that of being perfectly acquainted with the 
country in which the war is carried on. In all enter 
po he was the firſt; inured to fatigue, his iron 

ody could ſupport it without inconvenience; Noths 
ing eſcaped his vigilance, all was turned to account, 
and what valour could not accompliſh, cunning ſuppli- 
ed. His pride ſuffered him not to incur an obligation, 
and thus was he by principle unthankful; his actions 
all centred in fel, and as he was remarkably fortunate 
in whatever he undertook, he afcribed:even that which 
accident gave to foreſight and genius, Depending 
thus on himfelf, he was incapable of feeking, valuing, 
or maintaining friendſhip, therefore was abandoned. + 
when he moſt needed the firm ſupport of friendſhip, 
Yet was he, ever, as an officer, a moſt uſeful and in- 
eſtimable man to the ſtate; His love and reſpe& for 
his ſovereign, and his zeal in her ſervice, were un- 
bounded: Wherever her glory was at ſtake, he would 
willingly have devoted himſelf her victim. This 1 
aſſert to be truth: I probed his heart, and kneπw-w 
him well. Of little conſequence is it to me, whe- 
ther the hiſtorians of Maria Thereſa have, or have 
not miſrepreſenited his talents; and the fame he deſerv · 
ed, I am one Of thoſe biographers who do not ſtop. 


to relate trifles. I hold iv moſt. eſſential, firſt, to de- 
| {cribs the true character of the man whoſe life I write; 


his virtues, his vices, and his pa ſſions, without diſ- 
uife; and afterward to ſupport what have affirmed, 
y the relation of facts, the veracity of which the reads. 
er will judge of, comparing them with what he has 
before learned concerning the character of the man of 

whom fuch facts are related. | | 
According to principles like theſe, ought all the hiſs 
tories of our heroes and mongrchs to be written; their 
virtues and vices ought ſo to be portrayed, that their 
ſucceſſors may not be deceieved, but may GO 
| on | on 
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for themſelves, according to the charaReriſtic traits 
hid before their eyes,” atid amend their own errors; 
The paraſite, the ſelf- intereſted and the timid hiſtorian, 
alike are the friends of falſehood. I write not ro- 
mances, to diſguiſe the failings or the crimes, to palliate 
the deteſtable acts, or to magnify the virtues of king 
or hero. I write truth, for the information and im- 
provement of man. ; 
The life of Trenck I write for the following reaſons, 
He had the honour frit to form, and command regu- 
lar troops raiſed in Sclavonia. The ſoldiers acquired 
glory under their leader, and ſuſtained the worm, 
power of Auſtria : They made libations of their bloo 
in its defence, as did Trenck, in various battles, He 
ſerved, like a brave warrior, with zeal, loyalty and ef- 
fect. „„ dr | ASE REA 
The vile perſecutions of his enemies, at Vienna, 
with whom he refuſed to fhare the plunder he had 
made, loſt him honour, liberty, and, not only the per- 
ſonal property he had acquired, but likewiſe the fam- 
ily. patrimony m Hungary. He died like a malefac- 
tor, illegally ſentenced, in impriſonment ; and knaves 
have affirmed, and fools have believed, and believe ſtill, 
he took the King of Pruſſia priſoner, and that he grant- 
ed him freedom, in conſequence of a bribe. So have 
the loyal Hyngarians been led to ſuppole that a Hunga- 
Tian had really been a traitor, '_ . THI 
By my writings, I wiſh to prove to this noble na- 
tion that Trenck, for his loyalty, on the contrary, de- 
ſerved compaſlion, efteem, and honour, in his coun- 
try. This 1 have already done in the former part of 
wy hiftory. The truth of this no man denies ; for 1 
have offered to bring the legal acts in teſtimony of 
what I have afferted, ſhould the monarch be inclined 
to examine this truth, and events fo diſhonourable to 
Juſtice, or to act, in this caſe, as Frederic William has 
acted at Berlin, where I have been heard in my own 
4 juſtification, The dead Trenck can ſpeak no more; 
4 10h ut it is the duty of the living ever to ſpeak in de- 
41 fence of right. 2 25 | 
| Trenck 


tA 


ON 
5 5 
— 
ä 
4 
8 — IT ”. my I 2 AA bod. ono arts 6 te 2. > 
* . 22 2 2 5 E N 2 » 2 1 . 2 „ er — 4 
7 — n . 7 9 — y A * rs Jo - - - r 4 — 4: I 
Ze / 29s 2 > oo 2 
— — 4 al __ 44 
5 e 2 * 4 . — | __— ——— — 1 — — — a > "Wi 


] 


"GL: « - . . a \ — = 
BE N 3 * „ — Ban -2 2 2 ys N — 5 — 
1 9 = . * 2 W nj — YL — ST ir — AY — TIE "2d wt TITS. . bo b 85 . E \ 
\ =» het Mm 3 — IJ. W = ESR mar dai i= 1 Bog. IONS Wo VE 29 o_ PP £4 *—=3 2 
* 3 bs Tr * 5 2 
” . * - a - .. — 
* * — 4 — 8 


7 
4 S | * 


r 
aw 7 re 
r 


* Wale 


BARON TRENCK, 24% 


Trenck wrote his own hiſtory, during the ſuits car- 
ried on againſt him, while he was confined in the ar. 
ſenal at Vienna ; and, in the laſt two ſheets, he open- 
ly related the manner in which he had been treated by 
the council of war, of which Count Löwenwalde, his 
greateſt enemy, was preſident, The count, however, 
found ſupporters too powerful, and theſe ſheets were 
torn from the book, and publicly burnt by the hang- 
man at Vienna. Defence after this became impoſh- 
ble: He groaned under the gripe of his adverſaries. 

I have given a litteral copy of theſe ſheets in the 
firſt volume of-my life; and, I again repeat, I am able 
to prove the truth of what is there aſſerted, by the acts, 
proceedings, and judicial regiſters, which are in my 
poſſeſſion. He was confined in the Spielburg becauſe 
much was to be dreaded from an -injured man, whom 
they knew capable of the moſt deſperate enterprizes, 
He died defenceleſs, the ſacrifice of iniquity and 
unjuſt judges. He died, and his honour remained 
unprotected. 5 42 5 | 1 

1 am, by duty, his defender ; although he expired my 
perſonal enemy, the author of all the ills I have ſuf- 
fered. I came to the knowledge of his perſecutors too 
late for the unfortunate Trenck. And who are thoſe 
who have divided his ſpoils ; who flew him that they 
might fatten themſelves ? Who has ſeen any one of 
their families render a Trenck to the ſtate ? Who ev- 
er diſcovered a man of noble heart amid theiroffspring ? 
Proſperity be to your excellencies, now, by the grace 
of Heaven and the Empreſs, the nobles of the land! 
Your titles have been paid for from the coffers of 
Trenck ! Yet can neither theſe your cabals, your weal- 
thy protectors, your own riches, or your credit at 
court, deprive me of the right of vindicating his fame, 

1 have boldly written, have openly ſhewn, that 
Trenck was pillaged by you ; that he ſerved the houſe 
of Auſtria as a worthy man, with fidelity and zeal ; 
not by coming powdered upon the parade; not in 
court martials, and committees of inquiry ; but 
ſword in band, fighting for his country, ſharing the 
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ſoldier's glory, yet, afterward, falling the victim of 
envy and power; falling by the hands of thoſe who 
are unworthy, incapable, of judging merit and probi- 
ty. He take the King, of Pruſſia! He-took the Em- 
peror of Morocco. | 1 

Yes, he is dead But ſhould any man on earth dare 
openly affirm that the Hungarian or the Pruſhan 
ITrenck were either of them capable of treaſon, that 
either of them merited puniſhment at Vienna or at 
Berlin, for having betrayed their country, he will not 
Have long to ſeek before he will be informed that he 


Has done us both injuſtice. After this preface, I ſhall 


2 my narrative according to the plan I pro- 
poſed. * | 
182 3 father, was a miſer, paſt ſervice, yet a 
well meaning man. Trenck, the ſon, on the contra- 
ry, was a youthful ſoldier, turbulent and hot, Who 
Food in need of money to indulge his pleaſures. 
Many curious pranks he played, when an enſign in I 
Know not what regiment of foot. | | 

He went to one of the collectors of his father's rents 
and demanded money; the collector refuſed. to give 
him any, and Trenck cleaved his ſkull with his ſabre. 
A proſecution was commenced againſt him,“ but, 
War breaking out in 1736, between the Ruſſians and 
the Turks, he, with the permiſſion of the court of Vi- 
enna, raiſed a ſquadron of Huſſars, and went with 
it into the Ruſſian ſervice, contrary to the will of his 
father. . 

In this war he diſtinguiſhed himſelf highly, and ac- 
quired the protection of field-Marſhal Munich. He 
was ſo ſucceſsful, and ſo daring, as a partiſan leader 
againſt the Tartars, that he became very famous in the 
army, and at the end of the campaign, was appointed 
major. | | | 

It happened on ſome occaſion, that flying partics of 
the Turks approached the front of his regiment, when 
on march, and Trenck, ſeeing a favourable moment 

f for 

* The ſtale of vaſſalage in theſe countries is moſt nel an- 

cholily de picted by this and femilar anecdotes. T 
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for attacking them, went to Colonel Rumin, deſtring 
that the regiment might be led to the charge, and that 
they might profit by ſo fair an opportunity. The 
timid Colonel anſwered, © I have no ſuch orders. 
Trenck then demanded permiſſion to charge the Turks 
only with his own {quadron ; but this was refuſed... 
He immediately became furious, for he had never been 
acquainted with contradittion or ſubordination, and 
cried aloud to the ſoldiers “ If there be one brave 
„man among you, let him follow me.” About two 
hundred immediately ſtepped from the ranks; he put 
himſelf at their head, routed the enemy, made a horri- 
ble carnage, and returned intoxicated with joy, accom- 
panied by priſoners, and loaded with diſſevered heads, 

Once more arrived in preſence of the regimenmgęe 
attacked the colonel, treated him like the rankeſt W. 
ard, called him opprobrious names, and beat him, 
without the other daring to make the leaſt reſiſt- 
ance. „ 5 | 

The adventure, however, became known ; Trenck 
was arreſted, and ordered te be tried. _ | 


His judges cendemned him to be ſhot—and the day 


was appointed—but, the evening before execution, 
Field-marſhal Munich paſſed, either by chance or de- 
ſign, near the tent in which he was confined ——— 
Trenck ſaw him, came forward, and fTard—*< Certainly 
* your excellency will not {uſfer a foreign cavalier to 
die an ignominzous death, becauſe he has chaſtiſed a 
t cowardly Ruſſian ? If I muſt die, at leaſt give me 
* permiſſion to ſaddle my horfe, and, with my ſabre in 
© my hand, let me fall ſurrounded by the enemy.“ 
The tartars happened to be, at this time, hara fing 
the advanced =, ; the field-marſhal ſhrugged hi 
ſhoulders, and was ſilent.— Trenck, ſtill not diſ- 
couraged, added I will undertake to bring your 
* excellency three heads, or loſe my oven. Will you, 
if 1-do, be pleaſed to grant me my pardon 5 — Ihe 
ficl4-marſhal replied “ Yes.” The horſe of Trenck 
was immediately brought: he . 10 the enemy, 
and returned ſingly, with four head's knotted to his 
| . N horſe's 
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horſe's main, himſelf only ſlightly wounded in the 
ſhoulder, 

Munich embraced ting ; and immediately appoint- 
ed him to be a major in another regiment. 

Various, and almoſt incredible, were his feats ; - 
among others, a Tartar ran him through the belly 
with his lance : Trenck graſped the projecting end 

with his hands, exerted his prodigious ſtrength, broke 
the lance, ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and happily eſcaped, 
Of this wound, dreadful as it was, he was foon cured. 

I myſelf have ſeen the two ſcars, and that far may 
_affirm the truth of the fact. I alſo learned this, and 
many others, in 1746, from officers who had ſerved in 
the ſame army, and who had been eye-witnelles of 
what they related. : 

During this campaign he behaved with great hon- 
our, was wounded by an arrow in the calf of the leg, 
and gained the affettion of the Field-marſhal Munich, 
but excited the envy of all the Ruſſians. Toward 
the concluſion of the war he had a new misfortune ; 
his regiment was on the march, and incommoded on 
all ſide, by the enemy: He intreated his colonel, for 
the love of God, to permit him to attack them, The 
colonel was once more a Ruſſian, and he was refuſed, 
Trenck gave him a blow, and called aloud to the ſold- 
1ers to follow him. They, however, being Ruſſians, 
remained motionleſs —and he was put under arreſt, 

The court martial ſentenced him to death, and all 
hope of reprieve ſeemed over, The general would 
willingly have granted his pardyn, but, as he was him- 
lelf a foreigner, he was fearful offending the Ruf- 
ſians y ſuch partiality, they having begun to murmur. 

The day of execution came, and he was led to the 
place of death.—Munich, however, ſo contrived it 
that Ficld-marſhal Lowenthal fhould pals by, at this 
moment, in company with his lady. Trenck profit- 
ed by the opportunity, ſpoke boldly, and prevailed. 

repreive was requeſted, and the fentence was chang- 
ed into baniſhment ana labour in Siberia. 

Trenck proteſted againft this ſentence. The Field- 
marſhal wrote to SY and an order came that 


he 


mm 
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ne ſhould be broken, and conducted out of the Ruſſian 

territories. This order was accordingly executed, 

and he returned into Hungary to his father. 58 
At this period he eſpouſed the daughter of the 


Field marſhal Baron Tillier, of one of the firſt families 


in Switzerland. | 
The two brothers of his wife, each, became lieuten- 
ant-general, one of whom died honourably, during 
the ſeven years war, and particularly favoured by his 
ſovereign. The other was made commander general 
in Croatia, where he is ſtill living, and at the head of 
a regiment of infantry that bears his name, | 
Trenck did not long live with his lady. She was 
pregnant, and, his diverſions being ever conſonant 
to his unruly temperament, he took her to hunt with 
him in a marſh, whence ſhe returned ill, being unac- | 
cuſtomed to ſuch exerciſe, and died, without leaving 
him any heir, | 5 
Warlike inclinations would not long permit him 
to remain idle. Having no opportunity to indulge 
theſe, becauſe of the general peace, he conceived the 
project of extirpating the Sclavonian banditti, 
Before I proceed it will be proper to deſcribe this 


race of men, whom no perſon before him had dared 
to attack, although they laid the whole country under 


contribution, and excrciſed the utmoſt cruelties. 
The title of their chiefs was Harum-Baſhaw ; and 


they were elected from among the ſtrongeſt, the moſt 


intelligent, and the boldeſt men of the nation, $0 


zſevere were their laws that the ſmalleſt fault was pun- 


iſhed by ſtrangling the culprit. 
If any one of their comrades had been betrayed, 


there is no example that they ever ſo much as ſpared 


the infant, even in its mother's womb. 1 6 
Their vengeance was unlimited; and if by chance 
the whole band were defeated with ſlaughter, in ſuch 
kind of attempts, the new. Harum-Baſhaw of their 
ſucceſſors was bound to carry fire and {word there, 
were his predeceſſor had fallen, 1 6 
it 
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In effect, they were true partiſans ; maintained 
ſpies in Turkey, and occaſionally fell upon the Turk- 
#h banditti, taking from them their booty, and plun- 
dering and aſlaſſinating the caravans of merchants.— 
Therefore, they ſpread univerſal terror throughout 
the country ; no one durſt expoſe himſelf to their en- 
mity ; and all the landholders paid them a ſmall con- 
tribution, that they might protect them from the in- 
curſions of the Turkiſh banditti. Theſe their tribu- 
taries, and their vaſſals. under them, lived tranquil 
and in full ſecurity, for it was a law, among the Scla- 
vonian banditti, never to forfeit their word, 

Each Harum-Baſhaw had a ſtipulated number of 
men, and when any one of them died, all the youths, 
moſt adroit and renowned for their feats, became can- 
didatcs for the vacant place, becauſe that theſe ban- 
ditti lived in abundance, and were not obliged to work. 

They freely traverſed: all the country armed, and 
were well known by their large rings and buttons of 
filver. When government thought proper to purſue 
and attack them, and they were obliged to encounter 
the - regulars, they generally had the advantage, and 
could take ſhelter, When attacked, in their vaſt foreſts. 


with the paths and thickets cf which they were welk 


acquainted. At fuch times, They became a gieat nui- 
fance to the neighbouring hamlets, which they pilla- 
ged at pleaſure, | | | 
Trenck, therefore, began his military exploits anew 
againſt this ſingular race of men. To execute this en- 
terprize, he employed his own vaffals and pandours, 
He was afterward aſk ſted by a detachment of regulars, 


having promiſed the court of Vienna. that he would 


totally deſtroy theſe banditti. The bloody conteſt 
now commenced—men were racked and impaled, and 
it may, perhaps. be ſafely affirmed that more activity, 
precaution and courage, were neceſſary to inſure ſuc- 
ceſs in ſuch a kind of war, than to lead a great army 
to the field of battle, 1 ee e 
Trenck ſeemed born for this murderous trade. 
Day and night on the, watch, he * 
. Dp -* ih wi 
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wild beaſts, by tracing their footſteps ; killing now 
one, then another, and treating them undiſtinguiſhed- 
ly with the , utmoſt barbarity. Father and ſon alike 
maſt bleed ; nor was he himſelf a moment certain he 
ſhould not fall into their hands, or be betrayed by his 
own. ſoldiers. - 

wo incidents, which I ſhall here relate, will ſuf- 
ficiently paint the character of this unaccountable 
man. — lle had impaled alive the father of a Harum- 
Baſhaw. One evening he was going on patrole, along 
the banks of a brook which, ſeparated two provinces. 
On the oppoſite ſhore was the fon of this impaled fa- 
ther, Lich his Croats.—It was moon-light, and the 
latter called aloud 5 

„ hear thy voice, Trenck ! Thou haſt impaled 
my father | Thou perſecuteſt us like a raſcal, with 
6 craft and cruelty. If thou haſt a heart in thy body, 
5: come hither, over the bridge—1 will fend away my 
% followers; leave thy fire- arms, come only with thy 
6 ſabre, and we will then lee who ſhall' remain the 
8 victor,” 

The agreement was made, and the Haram-Baſhaw 
fent away his Croats, and laid down his muſket. 
Trenck paſſed the 1 bridge; both drew their 
ſabres ; but Trenck treacherouſty killed his adverlary - 
with a piſtol, that he had concealed, after which he 
ſevered his head from his body, took it with him, and 
ſtuck it upon a pole, i 
The reader will determine concerning the heroiſm 
of this action toward a thief, who, although | a thief, 
| behaved fo nobly, | 

Be this as it may, he continued to enſnare them by 
every kind of artifice, and to purſue them with unre- 
tenting vengeance, Thus he became the terror end 
the ſcourge of that pernicious race. 

One day, when he was hunting, he heard muſic in a 
lone houſe which belonged to one of his vaſſals, He 
was thirſty, entered, and found the gueſts ſeated at 
table. Ile ſat himſelf down, and ate with them, not 
knowing that this very houſe was a place of rendez- 
5 vous for the banditti,, | 

| 6832 „„ As 
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As he was ſeated oppolite the door, at a, long nar- 
row table, he ſaw two. Harum-Baſhaws, armed, and of 
a gigantic ſtature, enter. His muſketſtood in a cor- 
ner; he was ſtruck. with terror ;. but one or the ban- 
ditti addrefſed him thus: | 

Neither thee, nor thy vaſſals, Trenck, "PM we ev 
er injured, yet. doſt thou purſue us with unexampled 
* cruelty. We think mare nobly. Eat thy fill; we. 
„could nail thee to the wall; but fear, nothing, — 
When thou haſt ſatisfied thy hunger, we will then, 
ſabre in hand, ſee who has. moſt juſtice on. his ſide, 
and whether thou art as courageous. and as. invinci- 
pble as men ſpeak thee,” 

' Hereupon they ſat themſelves down 3 him at 
the table, and began to eat and drink and make merry. 
The ſituation of Trenck could not be very pleaſant. 
He recollected that, beſides theſe two giants, there 
might be more of their companions: without, ready to- 
fall upon him; he therefore privately drew his pit+. 
tols from his Packet, held them under the. table while- 
he cocked them, preſented each hand to the body of a. 
Harum-Baſhaw, fired them both at the ſame inſtant, 
overſet the table an the other guelts, and ſafely eſcap-. 
ed from the houſe, s he went he had time enough. 
to ſeize on one of their muſkets, which was ſtanding, 
at the door, One of the-Croats was. left weltering in, 
his blood; the other diſengaged himſelf from the ta- 
ble, and ran like a man frantic after Prenck, who ſuf- 
fered him ta approach, killed him with his own gun, 
ſtruck off his head, and brought it home in triumph. 

By this action the banditti were deprived. of their, 
two moſt valourous, chiefs, and likewiſe of their cour- 

age, ſo that, cut. off on every ſide, numbers yy them 
took refuge 1 in the-Turkifh ſtates. 

War broke gut about this time, in: the year 1740, 
when all the Hungarians took up arms in defence of; 
their lovely and. beloved, queen, Trenck wrote to. 
N offered to raiſe a free corps of pandours, and. 

ueſted a general amneſty for all the banditti Who 
Col ; join his troops. His re queſt was granted, he 
publiſhed the. —_— and, began to raiſe — | 
| 3 
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Few, however, of, the banditti came to join his col 
ours; he therefore enrolled His Lins whit; farmed. 
a corps of about five hundred men, went in fearch of: 
the robhers, drove them into a; trait between the Save 


and Sarſawa, where they at length capitulated, and 
of tk | 


about three hundred. of them enralled themſelves with. 
his pandours, , 


Moſt of theſe men were fix feet in height, upright, 
determined, and experienced foldiers, that could fwim,. 


and were accuſtomed to run, like roe-bucks, for miles 


through their foreſts, Theſe were neceſſary requiſites: 
| before they could be admitted among the banditti. 


It is not to be wondered at, that an able leader of | 
men like theſe, found nothing impoſſible, or that he 


ſhould perform, brave and daring as he was, even ta. 


raſhnefs, feats that.almoſt appear miraculous. So long 
as any of theſe banditti remained, the name af the pan- - 


dours was terrible; but a marr like himſelf only Was ca- 
pable of eſtabliſning diſcipline, order, and ſubordina- 
tion among them. To indulge them, on certain occa- 
ſions, in their riots and their thirſt of pillage, were 
means which he often ſucceſsfully employed to lead. 
them where he pleaſed, and to render them victorious. 
To be umb in the midſt of danger, to be ever at» 
their head, to ſpeak. only of plunderand good cheex, are 
the requiſites for an officer of ſuch troops, and without- 
which, he will find it difficult to lead them to the. 
attack, Should they perceive timidity. in him, they. 
become inactive, mutinous, and deſert, To render: 
them effective he muſt treat them with ſeverity, and. 
muſt wink at that exceſs of barbarity to which they 
often abandon themſelves. „ 
By means like theſe Trenck accompliſhed his pu- 
poſes, became the terror of the enemies of Auſtria, and 
rendered. moſt ſignal. fervices.to his Empreſs. 

The event I am going to relate happened in 1741, 
when his faldiers were yet _undiſciplined, EEE 

While he was exerciſing his regiment, a company. 
gred upon Trenck with ball, and killed his horſe un- 
der. him, and his ſeryant. that ſtood by his fide, He- 
72 N ug 
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ran furious to the company, counted one, two, three, 
and beheaded the fourth. He was continuing this 
when a Harum-Baſhaw left the ranks, drew his Fray 
and called aloud—* It was. I who fired upon thee, de- 
6 fend thyſelf,” The ſoldiers ſtood motionleſs ſpec- 
tators. Trenck attacked him, and had the good for- 
tune to hew him down, 7 

He was then proceeding to continue the execution 
of the fourth man, but the whole regiment preſented 
their arms. The revolt became general, and Trenck, 
ſill hold ing his drawn ſabre, ran like a lion amidſt 
them, hacking about him on all ſides, The exceſs of 
His rage was terrific: The ſoldiers all called, held, 
each fell on his knees, and promiſed obedience, Af- 
ter this, he cordially embraced ſome of them, remonſ- 
trated and harangued to them in language ſuitable to 
their character, and, from that time, they became in- 
7h ſoldiers, whenever they were headed by him- 
elf, 2 FE: „„ f 14 . | Ly 

It may well be aſked whether a man, who in like 
peril is capable of acting with like intrepidity, ought 
to be judged by common rules. Trenck, however, 
was condemned by the deciſion of ſome pacific court- 
martial judges, who had grown old in a ſoldier's uni- 
form, without ever having ſtained it with their own 
blood. Let the ſituation of Trenck be conſidered; 
be it remembered that he was the chief of a band of 
robbers, accuſtomea to rapine, and who ſuppoſed they 
were authoriſed to take whatever they pleaſed, in an 
enemy's country ; a banditti that had ſo often defied 
the gallows, that had never knowa military ſubordi- 
nation. Let ſuch men be ſuddenly led to the field, 
and oppoſed to regular troops. That they are never 
.afted upon by a principle of honour is evident; their 
WEL Therefore. is obliged to excite theiavidity by 
the hope of plunder, thus to engage them in action; 
for, if they perceive no perſonal advantage, the com- 
mand of the chief, or the intereſt of the ſovereign, 
are wholly inſufficient to make them act. Tarks may 
bo led to battle from ſuch motives, but not the artful 
en,, 
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e who flies danger where nothing is to be 

ained 5 
| - Trenck had likewiſe need of a particular ſpecies of 

\ officers They, like their chief, muſt at once be dar- 

Qing, yet cautious. They were partiſans, and muſt 
therefore be more capable of ſupporting fatigue, thaw 
any regular troops; more deſirous of daily ſeeking 
the enemy, and hazarding their lives. Few are to be 
found who have the inclination and the qualities re- 
quiſite for ſo dangerous a trade; and when ſuch forc- 
es firſt are raifed, the firſt who preſent themſelves are 
neceſſarily accepted. | | 3 

As he was himfelf never abſent at the time of ac- 
tion, he ſoon became acquainted with the character of 
thoſe whom he called old women, and ſent them 
from his regiment, without any other proceſs than his 
own command, when he learned. that any one among 
them had hidden himſelf in a ditch, or had not run. 
to the aſſault, at the head of his pandours. The num- 
ber of officers ſo diſcharged inereaſed, they all repair- 
ed to Vienna, vented their complaints, and were 
bearb. 

En vious of his good fortune, the enemies of Trenck 
were on the watch. His own avarice prevented him 
making any diviſion of his.rich boety with thoſe gen- 
tlemen who conſtituted the military courts, thereby- 
neglecting what was cuſtomary at Vienna: Hence 
originated the proſecution to which he fell a victim. 

_ Scarcely had he entered Auſtria, with his Sclavo- 
nian troops, before he found an opportunity of gather- 
ing laurels, The French army was defeated at Lintz. 
Trenck every where purſued them, treated his priſ- 
oners with barbarity ; and, never granting quarter in 
battle, the very appearance of his pandours inſpired 
terror, Their cruelties, their irreſiſtible attacks, and. 
the artful ſtratagems they had learnt in their thieviſh 
apprenticeſhip, were productive of effects equally- 
dreadful and unforeſeen. . nt 
Trenck was prudent, vigilant, a great warrior, and 
knew how to profit by the ſlighteſt advantage. 1 * 
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this time he became known and renowned, gained the 
confidence of Prince Charles, and the particular eſ- 
teem of the Field-marſhal Count Kevenhuller, who 
had penetration to diſcover the worth of the man, and 
to turn the talents he poſſeſſed to advantage, No par- 
tiſan had ever before obtained ſo much power as 
Trenck ; he every where preceded the army, and pur- 
ſued the enemy as far as Bavaria, carrying fire and 
{word wherever he went, The ſtate reaped the ad- 
vantages of conqueſt, and the pandours of plunder, by 
the hope of which alone they were actuated, and, un- 
der a leader ſo proper for themſelves, enacted won- 
ders. 5 
Bavaria was laid waſte. Prince Charles granted 
Trenck a carte blanche, and as it was known 'Trenck 
gave no quarter, the Bavarians and the French flew at 
the ſight of a red mantle. Pillage and murder attend- 
ed the pandours wherever they went, and their colo- 
nel bought up all the booty they acquired. 55 
Chamb, in particular, was a ſcene of dread ful and 
ſavage maſſacre. The city was ſet on fire at every 
corner, and the inhabitants miſerably periſhed in the 
flames; thoſe women and children, who endeavoured 
to fly, were obliged to paſs over a bridge, where they 
were firſt ſtripped, and afterward thrown into the 
Water. This action was one of the accuſations brought 
againſt Trenck, when he was proſecuted ; but he al- 
leged in his juſtification, | 
Firſt, That the citizens of Chamb had cut off the 
hands of fix pandour priſoners, and had led them in 
triumph through the town. | WS | 
Secondly, That the place had been taken by aſſault. 
| Thirdly, That Prince Charles had given him orders 
thus to act. 5 
The banks of the Iſer at this day reverberate groans 
for the barbarities of Trenck, Deckendorf and Filtz- 
hofen felt all his fury. In the firſt of theſe towns, 
ix hundred French priſoners capitulated, although 
his forces were four miles diſtant ; but he formed a 
kind of raw men, on which he put pandour caps and 
Elie] þ | : 1 ON cloaks, 
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cloaks, ſet them up as centinels, and the garriſon, in- 
timidated and deceived by this ſtratagem, ſigned the 
capitulation, in company only of himſelf, his adju- 
tant, and ſome officers, . | | 
The important ſervices he rendered the army dur- 
ing the Bavarian war, are well known in the hiſtory 


of Maria Thereſa, though his actions have ever been 
repreſented with a face the. leaſt favourable. The 


good he has done has been purpoſely paſſed over in ſi- 
lence, becauſe he died under misfortunes, and did not 
leave his hiſtorian a legacy. . 

He was informed by a ſpy that, either at Decken- 


dorf or Filtzhofen, I do not exactly remember which, 


there was a barrel, containing twenty thouſand flor- 
ins, concealed at the houſe of an apothecary. Impel- 


led by the defire of booty, Trenck haſtened to the 


place indicated, with a candle in his hand, ſearching 
every where, and in his hurry, dropt a ſpark into à 
quantity of gun-powder which happened to be there, 
by the exploſion of which he was daſhed againſt the 
ground, and dreadfully ſcorched. They carried him 


off; but the ſcars, and the gun powder with which 


his ſkin was blackened, in conſequence of this acci- 
dent, rendered his countenance remarkably terrific, 


The preſent Field-marſhal Laudohn was at that 


time a licutenant in his regiment, and happened to be 
at the door when his colonel was burnt. Scarcely 
was Trenck cured before his ſpies informed him that 
Laudohn had plenty of money, and that. he and his 
friends lived merrily. Immediately he ſuſpected that 
Laudohn had indubitably found the barrel of floring, 
and from that moment ha perſecuted this worthy man, 


2: 


he ſent him, at the head of ſome thirty men, againſt 
three hundred, hoping to have him cut off, and to 


make himſelf his heir. 
This was ſo often repeated, that Laudohn began te 


be weary, quitted the corps, and retreated to Vienna, 


where, joining the crowd of accuſers and enemies of 
Frenck, he became inftrumental in his deſtruttion. 
Go, 2 Yet 
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by all imaginable arts. Wherever there was danger n 
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Vet it is certain that, in the — Trenck had 
ſhewn a friendſhip for Laudohn, had given him a 
commiſſion, and that this, at preſent, really great man 
learned, in the ſociety and under the command of 
Trenck, his military principles. 

General Tilier, whoſe warlike ardour is well 
known to the whole army, was likewiſe formed in 
this nurſery of ſoldiers, where officers. were taught 
activity, ſtratagem, and enterpriſe. And who are 
now more capable of commanding a Hungarian army 
than Tillier and Laudohn ? | 

I one day faid to Trenck, when he was in Vienna, 
embarraſſed by all the difficulties of his proſecution, 
and when he had publiſhed a defamatory writing a- 
gainſt all his accuſers, excepting no man—* You have 
always told me that Laudohn was one of the moſt 
& capable of your officers, and likewiſe a worthy man. 
% Wherefore then do vou claſs him among ſuch 
Weener 

He replied, What! would vou have me praiſe a 
man, who lab>urs, at the very head of my enemies, 
to rob me of honour, property, and life!? 

I have related this incident only to prove, by the 
public NE of ſo honourable a man, that Trenck 
vas a great ſoldier, and a zealous patriot, and that he 
never took the King of Pruſliaprifoner, as has been 
meanly, becauſe falſely, affirmed, and as is ſtill be- 
lieved by the filly multitude, Had ſucha thing hap- 

ned, Laudohn muſt have beenpreſent, and certain- 
ly would have ſupported this charge. That he did 
not is the beſt proof of my aſſertion, by which I vin- 
dicate the honour of the family, as in duty bound to 
my children. | „ | 

Bavaria was Jotally plundered by Trenck, as has 

been faid : Barges were loaded with gold, ſilver, and 

effects, which He ſent to his eſtates in Sclavonia ; 
Prince Charles and Count Kevenhuller countenanced 
His proceedings ; but when Field-marſhal Neuperg was 
at the head of the army, he had other principles. He 
was connected with Baron Tiebes, a counſellor of the 
En Hofkriegſrath 
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Hofkriegſrath, who was all- puiſſant over milita 

men, and conſequently was the enemy of Trenck. 

Perſecution proceeded fo far that a ſuit was at that 
time inſtituted againſt him, and Trenck was impriſ- 
oned ; but he defended himſelf ſo powerfully that in 
a month's time he was ſet at liberty. 

Mentzel, mean while, had the command of the 
pandours, and this man, who was the fon of a butch- 
er, and who had none. of the principles of a ſoldier, 
appropriated to himſelf all the fame that Trenck had 
acquired by the valour of warriors he himſelf had 
formed, | 

Mentzel attained the reverted of an excellent par- 
tiſan, but it was well known to the army he never 
was the equal of Trenck, nor will ſo he called in 
hiſtory, Trenck now daga ed the numbef of his 
Croats to four thouſand, from whom, in 1743, a reg- 
iment of Hungarian regulars was formed, but that 
fill retained the name of Pandours, It Was a regi- 
ment of infantry. 

Trenck alſo had fix hundred huſſars, * one hun- 
dred and fifty chaſſeurs, whom he raiſed and equip- 

ed at his own expenſe, Yet, when this corps was 
reduced, all was fold for the profit of the imperial 
treaſury, or in Tome manner embezzled, without ever 
bringing a ſhilling to account. 

With a corps ſo numerous, he was capable of un- 
dertaking great enterprizes. The enemy fled where- 

ever he yo named. He continually - led the van, 
raiſed contributions which amounted to ſeveral mil- 
lions, carried various places by allau]t, delivered in- 
to the hands of his Empreſs, during the. ſpace of ven 


years, ſeven thouſand priſoners, French and Bavarian, 5 


and more than three thouſand Pruſſians, having laughs 


tered at leaſt as many, which no other partiſan can + n 


boaſt. 

A circumſtance moſt remarkable is. hd never wat 
defeated. His projects were all ſucceſsful, he there- 
fore gained eſteem and confidence among his troops, 


aud will eternally remain in the page of Hi ſtory the. 
a h r ſt 


' 
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frſt man who rendered the rude and ſavage Croats ef- 
ficient ſoldiers, | | , . 
This it was impoſſible to perform among a ſtupid 
and blood-thirſty people, without being guilty him- 
{elf of extravagant and cruel acts. The neceſſity of 
the exceſſes he committed, at a time when the ar- 
my was every where in want of forage, was ſo evi- 
dent, that he received the unlimited permiſſion of 
Prince Charles, though for this he was afterward 
proſecuted ; while, on the contrary, the plunders of 
Barenklau, Mentzel, and the whole army, were nev- 
er once queſtioned, | | 
That Trenck advanced more than a hundred thouſand 
florins to his regiment, I clearly proved in the year 
1750. This proof alſo came too late, He was dead. 
The evidence I brought, however, occaſioned the 
quarter-maſter Frederici to be eight months impriſon- 
ed. He confeſſed the embezzlement of this money, 
yet he found ſo many friends among the enemies of 
Trenck, that he refunded nothing, but was releaſed 
in the year 1754, when 1 was thrown into the dungeon 
of Magdeburg. 5 
J was not eye witneſs, therefore cannot recapitu- 
late all the ſervices my couſin rendered the houſe of 
Auſtria, The greater part of what he himſelf told me 
has eſcaped ny memory. Many of his acts, howev- 
er, are well known to hiſtory, and would indeed 
have been unceaſingly extolled in the annals of Maria 
Thereſa, had not he been thus perſecuted. 
Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing than that this ſame - 
man, who had poſſeſſed ſo many opportunities of a- 
maſſing exorbitant wealth, in Bavaria, Sileſia, and Al- 
ſatia, and who lived like a mifer, that ſo he might 
amaſs, did not at his death leave the half of the prop- 
erty he had inherited from his father, and which le- 
gally deſcended to me, although it was torn from me 
by violence. 75 = 
In 1744 he obliged the French to retire beyond the 
Rhine, ſeized on a fort near Phillipſburg. ſwam acroſs 
the river with ſeventy pandours, attacked the fortifi- 
| cations, 
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_ cations, flew the Marquis de Crevecœur with his own 
hand, a death he merited by his negligence, manned 
the poſt, afterward traverſed the other arm of the 
Rhine, ſurpriſed two Bavarian regiments of calvary in 
their camp, and, by this daring manœuvre, ſecured the 
paſſage of the Rhine to the whole army, which, but for 
him, would not have been effected. | 

His valour then ſpread terror and fear throughout 4 
Alſatia. Wherever he came, he laid the country un- 1 
der contribution, and, at this moment of triumph for | 
the Auſtrian arms, opened himſelf a paſſage! on what 
ſide he pleaſed, to enter the territories of France. 

In September 1774, war having once more broken 
out between Auftria and Pruſſia, the imperial 
was obliged precipitately to return, abanden Alfatia, 
and haſten to the fuccour of the Auſtrian ſtates, | 
Trenck, who had ſo happily opened the pallage of the 
Rhine for the army, as gloriouſly n in cover- ; 
ing its retreat, 1 

The hiſtory of Maria Thereſa declares what were 
the damages he did the enemy, during the campaign a 
of this memorable year, I Igave very ſignal proofs 

ok his capacity and zeal at Tabor and Budweis. With 
three hundred men only, he had the holdneſs to attack ''M 
one of thoſe towns, which was defended by the two . 
Pruſſian regiments of Walrabe and Kreutz. An en- 9 8 
terprize like this, againſt Pruſſian ſoldiers, ſuſhciently | 
ſpeaks the man. FWW 5 

Ile found, however, that the water in the moats of | 
the town, was deeper than his ſpies had declared it [i 
to be, and the ſcaling ladders too ſhort : Moſt of thoſe 4 8 
led to the attack were drowned or killed in the water, | 

and the ſmall number that croſſed the moats were of 

made prifoners, The garriſons of Tabor, of Budweis, by 

and that of the caſtle of Frauenberg, were nevertheleſs, > 
induced to capitulate, and yield themfelves priſoners 

of war, although the main body under Trenck was 

ſtill more than five miles diſtant, 

His corps did not come up till the morrow, and' it 
was. ridiculous enough to ſee the pandours dreſſed in 

| | | the 
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the caps of the Pruſſian fuſileers and pioneers, which 
they wore inſtead of their own, and which they after- 
ward continued to wear. 44] 
Unprejudiced perfons wilt determine whether theſe 
were real ſervices rendered to his Empreſs, 
The campaign to him was uninterruptedly glorious, 
and tne enemy's want of light troops gave free ſco 
to his enterprizes, highly to their prejudice. His 


aQtivity was inceflant, and he never returned without 


priſoners, He paſſed the Elbe near Pardubitz, took 
the magazines, and was himſelf the cauſe of the great 
dearth and unheard-of deſertion, among the Pruſſians, 
and of that haſty retreat, to which they were ſorced. 
The King was at Colin with his head quarters, 
Where I myſelf was with him, when Trenck attacked 
the town, which, I preſume, he muft have carried, had 
ke not on the firſt aſſault, been wounded by a cannon 
ball, which ſhattered his right foot. He was there- 
fore taken away, and the attack did not fuecced, His 
wound was very dangerous. The Empreſs-Queen 
thought proper to ſend him a ſurgeon from Vienna, 
The ſoot was obliged tc re all laid open; he loſt the 
ancle Bone, and even a part of the tibia, and remained 
four months confined to his bed, like a furious mad- 
man at being ſo long unable to aſſault the enemy, 
While his men, without him, remained but fo many 
cyphers. ; . 
In 1745 he went to Vienna, where his entrance 
into the city reſembled a triumph. Every body ran 
to ſee, and wonder at the Pandour Trenck, and this 
univerſal applauſe did but the more mcreafe the envy 
of his enemies. The Empreſs-Queen received him 
with the moſt honourable diſtinction. He appeared 
in her prefence with crutches ; ſhe obliged him to be 
ſeated, and by her condeſcending ſpeech, inflamed his 
zeal ęven to extravagance, . _ 1 
Who would, in this moment, have ſuppofed that 
the favourite of the people, the moſt lpyal and ardent 
of the foldiers of her Majeſty, ſhould, that very ſame 
year, be enchained at Vienna and that he there 
| ſhould 
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ſhould vent his groans, abandoned to the unlimited 
power of his enemies; who colleQively, had not ren- 
dered, during their whole lives ſo much.efſential ſer- 
vice to the ſtate, as Trenck had done in a ſiggle day ? 
Thus does deftiny ſport with the lives and fortunes 
of men !. . iS 37 

Intoxicated as he was with joy, he returned to his 
eſtate, and raiſed eight hundred new recruits, that he 
might, in the following campaign, gather new laurels. 
He rejoined the army, obtained whatever he: aſked at 
court, and was continually aftive during. the whole 
Lu in the executing of inceſſant and laborious 

rojects. | 

* the battle of Sorau, which was fought in Septem- 
ber, he fell upon the Pruſſian camp, and as I have: 
before related, ſeized on the tent of the King, and his. 
ſervice of plate; but he came an hour too late to ate 
| tack the rear, as had been preconcerted. The politic 
Frederic willingly gave up his camp to he plundered, 
for the rude Croats, engaged in this buſineſs, could 
not eaſily be drawn off 10 attack the army, and the 
King was prepared to receive them, even if they 
hould. In the mean time, the imperial army was. 
defeatel. 3 M IS Eads 
lere was an open held for the enemies of Trenck. 
to incite the people againſt him, and render him ſuſ- 
pected by the court, They publickly accuſed Rim of 
„ made the King of Pruſſia a priſoner in his tent, 
and. of afterward reſtoring him to liberty; that he allo 
remained pillaging the camp, inſtead of attacking the 
rear of the army, and: that he alone thus occaſioned 
the loſs of the battle, His friends informed him of 
what was: going forward, and that the ſtorm. was 
gathering. eee ee eee e ee | 
After having gloriouſſy ended the campaign, he re- 
turned to Vienna to defend himſelf, Here he found, 
already aſſembled, three and twenty of his. officers,. 
whom he had. caſhiered, and expelled: his regiment: ;; 
moſt of them either for G or mean actions. 
Perhaps, among them, there might be three or foup, 


— 
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who had juſt cauſe of complaint; but theſe were 
poor, and without protection. There were, how- 
ever, wicked men enough to be found, who ſuffered 
themſelves to be ſeduced by the enemies of Trenck, 
to bear falſe teſtimony. The military counſellor 
Weber, and General Loewenwalde, had fworn his 
downfall, which they effected. Their principal 
view was the ſequeſtration of his property, that they 
might ſecurely fiſh in troubled waters. : 
Trenck, who was innocent of any ſtate crime, de- 
ſpiſed their attacks. While things remained thus, 
thby poſted one of the Empreſs's Fant attendants, 
with inſtructions to profit, by every favourable oppor- 
tunity to deprive him of her confidence. Than this, 
nothing could be more eaſy. It was preſently affirmed, 
Trenck 1s an atheiſt ! A libertine ! Who never tells 
his heads ! Who never prays to the holy virgin! Who 
never buys indulgencies { 8 8 
His debauched life was the next topic ! his barbari- 
ties committed in the enemy's country; the unbridted 
excels of his pandours ; his robberies in the churches. 
of Bavaria; his plunderings, and the vaſt riches he 
had accumulated ; all which had been performed with 
an evident intention of becoming a dangerous rebel 
in Sclavonia 1. | NS 
The officers, whom he had broken, whiſpered it, 
in tap-rooms and coffee-houfes, that Trenck had taken 
and ſet free the King of Pruſſia. This was fufficient 
to raiſe the cry among the ſilly and fanatic mob of 
Vienna, Teazed by their complaints, and at the re- 
quiſition of Trenck. himſelf, the Empreſs-Queen 
commanded that a legal examination ſhould be under- 
taken of theſe accuſations, Field-marfhal Cordova, 
a man of merit and probity, was choſen to preſide 
over this committee of inquiry. He acquitted him- 
ſelf with impartiality, ſpoke the truth, and drew up 
a ſtate of the caſe, which he preſented to the court, 
and which 1 ſhall here cite. . = 
« The complaints brought againſt him were all of 
© natuze not to require a court-martial, . 
33 
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% had occaſionally, behaved improperly to ſome offi- 
© cers, whom he had broken by his own proper au- 
© thority ; therefore their demands ought to be fatis- 
ee fied, by the payment of twelve thoufand florins. 
The remaining accufations were all the vile at- 
e tempts of revenge and calumny, and were totally 
“ inſufficient to detain, at Vienna, entangled in law- 
„ ſuits, a man ſo neceffary to the army. Moreover, 
6 1t would be prudent not to inquire too minutely in- 
* to triſles, in conſideration of his important ſervi- 
66 ces.“ N f C4 9 2 EN 
Trenck, diffatisfied by this ſentenee, and animated 
by avarice and pride, refuſed to pay a fingle florin, 
took poſt, and retired to his eſtates in Sclavonia. 
His preſence was neceſſary at Vienna, to obtain 
other advantages againſt his enemies, whom he de- 
ſpiſed too much, and whom he already fuppoſed con- 
quered, They, on the contrary, profiting by eve 
occaſion, gave the Empreſs-Queen to underſtand, 
through a third perſon, that, being a man exceſhvely 
dangerous, whenever he fuppoſed himſelf injured, 
Trenck had perhaps, very pernicious views in Sclavo- 
nia, where all were dependent on his power. | 
Let what did my couſin on his eſtates ? He ratſed 
fix hundred more men, with whom he made à plori- 
ous campaign in the Netherlands, and, in October, 
1746, returned to Vienna. It is well known, that 
after the peace of Dreſden, his regiment was incorpo- 
rated among the regulars, and ferved againſt France. 
S⸗carcely had he arrived at Vienna, beſore an en- 
preſs order came from the Empreſs- Queen, that he 
muſt remain under arreſt in his chamber 
Here he rendered himſelf guilty by the moſt impru- 
dent action of his whole life, which every man in his 
ſenſes mult diſapprove, but yet which marks the in- 
tractability of his charatter, though it afforded new 
arms to his enemies. 
He ordered his moſt ſumptuous carriage and heſt 
- horſes, left his chamber by his own private authority, 
and, defpifing the imperial mandate, went publicly to 
the Theatre, where the Empreſs-Qteen was preſent. 
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In one of the boxes he ſaw Count Goſſau, in com- 
pany with a quondam comrade of his own, whom he 
had caſhiered : Theſe honourable perſons were among 
the foremoſt of his accuſers. Enflamed with anger 
and the deſire of revenge, he entered the box like a 
madman, ſeized Count Goſſau, and would have thrown 
him into the pit, in the preſence of the ſovereign her- 
ſelf, Goſſau drew his ſword, and endeavoured to 
run him through, but the latter ſeized it, wounding 
himſelf in the hand. Every body ran to ſave Goſſau, 
who was unable to defend himſelf againſt ſo ſavage a 

iant. After this exploit, the grim colonel of pan- 
ours returned foaming home.. | 

Such an action rendered it impoſſible fer Maria 
Thereſa to declare herſelf the protectreſs of a man ſo 
raſh, Centinels therefore were placed over him, 
and his enemies ſo well profited by his imprudence 
and paſſion that, in a few days, he was ordered. to be 
tried by a court-martial. : | 1 

General Loewenwalde intrigued ſo ſucceſsfully that 
he procured himſelf to be named, by the Hofkriegſ- 
rath, preſident of the court-martial, and of the com- 
mittee of inquiry, and to be charged with the ſequeſ- 
tration of the property of Trenck. In vain did the 
latter proteſt againſt his judge. The very man, whom 
the year before, he had kicked out of the anti- cham- 
ber of Prince Charles, received full powers to de- 
nounce him guilty,  _ | 
Then was it that, as I have before ſaid, public na- 
tice was given that. all thoſe who would come and. 
prefer complaints, or. bear witneſs againſt Colonel 
Baron Trenck, ſhould receive a ducat per day, while 
the council continued to fit, How quickly com- 
plainants would increaſe may. calily be imagined. 
They foon amounted to fifty-four, the major part of 
whom had merited the pillory, and who, in the ſpace 
of four months, received fifteen thouſand florins, de- 

ducted from the property of Trenck, "I 
Ihe judge himſelf purchaſed the depoſitions of falſe- 
witneſſes; and I here declare, upon my honour, that. 
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Count Loewenwalde offered me a thoukand ducats, if L 
would betray the ſecrets of my couſin; and that he 
farther promiſed me I ſhould very ſoon be put in pof- 
ſeſſion of my confiſcated eftates in Pruſſia, and have a 
company in a regiment, 

A proſecution, managed by ſuch judges, ſupported 
by ſuch witneſſes, muſt of neceſſity be for the righ- 
teous purpoſe of obtaining juſtice } _ 

I am convinced, and the acts of the reviſion of the 

roceſs of Trenck will prove, that more than forty 
manifeſtly falſe oaths were, on this oecahon, ſworn. 

Trenck was accuſed, on the tenth fitting, that the 
battle of Sorau had been loſt through his negligence, 
This accuſation he proved to. be f 8 a written 
teſtimony under the hand of Prince 8 himſelf, 
who declared that the officer of artillery, ſent with 
the order for Trenck to march to the attack, had loſt 
himſelf, and that he did not arrive till a few. moments 
before the battle began, This proof ſo highly irritated 
Count Loewenwalde, that he broke out into injurious 
expreſſions againſt Prince Charles. Trenck, who lov- 
ed and honoured his benefactor, became ſo furious that 
he inſtantly ſeized the preſident by the throat, toſſed 
him up 2s a tiger A's 4 cat, carried him to the win- 
dow, which he opened, and wou J perta 
daſhed him headlong from the fourth Rbry, 

the perſons | gms ent flew to his aid. 

The guard entered, Trenck was 3 con- 
ducted to the military houſe of correction, and chain- 
ed hand and foot, as a malefactor; chained by that ve- 
ry foot, which, ſo ſhort a time before, had been ſhat- 
tered in the ſervice of his ſovereign, and which was 
not then entirely cured. His behaviour was unfaith- 
fully related at court; this ſentence of impriſonment 
was confirmed, and, from that time, Trenck was o- 
bliged to appear ſettered, like a criminal, before. his 
enemies, to anſwer falſe accuſations. | 
That the indictment, and the examinations of the 
witneſſes, were falſified, has already been legally prov- 
ed i in the reviſion of the cauſe ; but as the ee Ga 

* 


— —2L—?᷑ü—ê— — —p een ot — — —— 


* , 
—— — — — — Pang 


\ » 


370 „ irn I. 4 F E or 


did not contain one ſingle article that could affect his 
life, they invented the following ſtratagem, as 1 here 
pledge my honour to prove. | | 
A public courtezan, the miſtreſs of Baron Rippen- 
da, who was a member of the court-martial, was brib- 
ed, and made oath ſhe was the daughter of Count 
Schwerin, feld-marſhal in the Prufhan ſervice, and 
that ſhe was in bed with the King of Pruſſia, when 
Trenck ſurpriſed the camp, at Sorau, made her and 
the King priſoners, and reſtored them their freedom. 
She even ventured to name Baron Hylaire, aid-de- 
camp to Frederic, who ſhe affiirmedFis then preſent, 
Hilaire, who afterward married tHghapnel!s Tillier, 
and who conſequently was brother-in-lawits- Trenck, 


fortunately happened to be in Vienna. He was con- 


fronted with this woman, and her falſchood became 
evident, That worthy gentleman was, nevertheleſs, 
obliged to remain in priſon, where they ſecrctly of- 
fered him bribes, which he refuſed to accept; and, as 
it was neceſſary to prevent his ſpeaking, he continued 
in priſon ſome weeks, and was not releaſed till, by a 


reviſion of the ſuit, this ſhameful proceeding was made 


ublic, Fs 
. Notwithſtanding my having related the adventure 
of this fine lad in the hiſtory of my own life, yet I 
ſhall be pardoned the repetition in this brief life of 


Francis Baron Trenck, to which it properly belongs: 


It is neceſſary. The greater part of the nobility of Vi- 
enna continue in the erroneous belief that Trenck was 
juſtly condemned, for offences againſt the ſtate, to the 


Spielberg, and that his eſtates were legally confiſcat- 


ed, As this is abfolutely falſe, and is no where on rec- 
ord, I am obliged here to be ſomewhat more di ffuſe, 
and to repeat circutnitances that have been told before, 

The ſtupid people, nevertheleſs, continued tio ex- ' 
claim that Trenck was a traitor to his country; and 1 
myſelf, although he has been dead theſe forty years, 


have been obliged to hear this diſhonourable re- 


Preach repeated various times in companies, in Vien- 
Na, F243 | res 
Count. 
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Count Loewenwalde invented another infernal ar- 
tiſice; he drew up a falſe indictment, having taken 
care to give orders that none of Trenck's friends 
ſhould have admiſſion to him; and, that he might be 
prevented all means of juſtification, or of diſcoverin 

the deceit, he choſe a day to put it in practice, When 
the Emperor and Prince Charles were gone to hunt at 
Holitzſch. Loewenwalde's court- marſhal had already 
ſigned a ſentence of death, and every preparation for 
the immediate erecting of a ſcaffold was made. His 
intention was then to go to the Empreſs- Queen, and 
induce her to ſign the ſentence, under a pretence that 
there was ſome imminent peril at hand, if a man ſo 
dangerous to the ſtate was not immediately put out of 
the way, and that it would be neceſſary to execute the 
ſentence of death during night, before the Emperor 
could return. He well knew the Emperor was better 
„ with Trenck, and had ever been his pro- 
tector. | ; . 

Had this diabolical plan ſucceeded, Trenck would 
have died like a traitor ; the moſt noble Miſs Schwe- 
rin would have Epouſed the aid-du-camp of Count 
Loewenwalde, with a portion of fifty thouſand florins, 
taken from the funds of Trenck, and his property 
would undoubtedly have been divided between his 
judges and his accuſers. | 


* 


As it happened, however, the valet- de- chambre 
of Count Loewenwalde, who, on fome occaſions, 
was an honeſt man, and who had an intimacy with a 
former miſtreſs of Trenck, confided the whole ſecret 
to her, She immediately flew to Colonel Baron Lo- 
preſti, who was the ſincere friend of my kinſman, 

and, being then rich and powerful at court, was, on 
that occaſion, - his deliverer. The Emperor and 
Prince Charles were informed of what was in agita- 
tion, but they thought proper to keep the ſecret. 
The hunting at Holitzſch took place on the appoint- 
ed day. Count -Loewenwalde made his appearance 
before the Empreſs-Queen, and ſolicited her to fign 
the ſentence, She, however, had been enn 
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the Emperor unexpectedly returned on the fame day, 
and their abominable project proved abortive, The 
fraud was clearly demonitrated to Maria Thereſa 
the ſelf- called Miſs Schwerin was impriſoned ; Loe- 
wenwalde was deprivea of his power, as well as of 
the ſequeſtration of the effects of Trenck ; a total re- 
viſion of the proceedings of the court-martial, and of 
the proſecution of my coulin, was ordered, which 
was an event that, till then, was unexampled at Vi- 
enna. [SS | 
His affairs, after this took another turn; Trenck 
was freed from his' fetters, and was removed to the 
arſenal, where he was allowed four chambers, an of- 
ficer to guard him, and every convenience he could 
wiſh, He was alſo permitted the uſe of a counſel- 
lor, and to defend his cauſe. I obtained, myſelf, by 
the influence of the Emperor, leave to viſit him at all 
times, and to aid him m all things. . 
It was at this epocha that I, having recently eſcaped 
from the priſon of Glatz, arrived at Vienna, and, at 
this very inſtant, when the reviſion of the proſecution 
was commanded and determined on, Count Loewen- 
walde, ſuppoling me a needy, thoughtleſs youth, en- 
deavoured to bribe me, and prevail on me to betray my 
Kk inſman. „ | 8 
Prince Charles of Lorrain then deſired me ſeriou ſly 
to repreſent to Trenck that his avarice had been ti: 
cauſe of all theſe troubles, he having refuſed to pay 
the paltry ſum of twelve thouſand florins, by which 
he might eaſily have filenced all his accuſers ; but 
that, at preſent, affairs had become fo very ſerious, he 
ought himſelf to ſecure his judges for the reviſion of 
the ſuit ; to ſpare no money, and then he might be 
certain of every protection the prince could afford, 
The :eſpeCtable Field Marſhal Konigſeck, governor 
of Vienna, was appointed preſident ; but being an 
old man, almoſt ſuperannuated, and tormented by the 
gout, he was unable to preſide at any one ſitting of the 
court. Count S - was the vice-preſident, a ſub- 
tle, infatiable judge, who never thought he had money 
5 N 1 | enough. 
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enough. I myſelf took three thouſand ducats, which 
Baron Lopreſti gave me, agreeably to the deſire of 
Trenck, to this moſt worthy counſellor. : 

The two counſelors, Komerkanſquy and Zetto, 
each received four thouſand rix-dollars, in advance, 
with a promiſe of double the ſum were Trenck acquit- - 
ted; a his accuſers baniſhed Auftria, By N 

The other members appointed for this reviſion were 
of ſmall importance; they were merely the echoes of 
whatever the three firſt pronounced. 

In conſequence, there was a formal contract drawn 
up, which a certain noble lord ſecretly ſigned. 

The reader will well {uppoſe that the affairs of 
Trenck began to wear a much more favourable aſpe&, 
He was defended, on the criminal part of the proſecu- 
tion, by the advocate Gerhauſer, and on the civil, by 
Berger, | 45 | | 

They began with the ſelf- appointed daughter of 
Marſhal Schwerin; and to conceal the iniquitous 
proceedings of the late court-martial, it was thought 
proper that ſhe ſhould act inſanity, and return incoher- 
ent anſwers to the queſtions put by the examiner. 
Trenck inſiſted that a more ſevere inquiry ſhould be 
inſtituted ; and they affirmed that The had been con- 
dutted out of the Auſtrian territories, 

Six years after this event, I met with her at Brunn, 
when Trenck was dead. She had married a menial 
perſon, and owned ſhe had heen induced to play this 
part by the valet de chambre of count Loewenwalde, 

from whom ſhe received a bribe of ive hundred florins. = 

My intention was, on my return to Brunn, to oblige =_ 
her to make legal oath of this; but her huſband had 
been guilty of a theft, and they had both abfconded. 

I am now grieved at my own negligence : I might 
have vindicated the honour of Trenck, and have con- 
vinced the Empreſs of the truth. However, Loewen= 
walde was dead, and therefore it was of the leſs con- 
ſequence, It is a fact, well worthy remark, that nei- 
ther in the records of the court-martial, nor in thoſe 
of this reviſion of the cauſe, is there one word to be 

found concerning the noble lady, Miſs Schwerin. 
re | Raſcality 
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Raſcality and wickedneſs, ſo manifeſt in a judge, 
ought to have been proclaimed aloud by the herald at 
arms, and publiſhed in all the gazettes of Vienna ; 
and the ſelf-created miſtreſs of the great Frederic, 
chained to her ſuborner, ought to have been exhibit- 
ed on a public ſcaffold. Her pretended infanity was 
no juſtification of the court-martial, Trenck requir- 
ed ſhe ſhould be produced before the court of reviſion, 


but ineffe&ually, _ | 


Oh ſhame upon that Chriſtian monarchy, where 
men, who have rendered {ſervices ſo great to their 
country, as thoſe my kinſman had rendered, are lia- 
ble to treatment like this! What are the means an up- 
right man muſt purſue, in ſuch ſtates, to obtain juſtice? 

I ſhall now inſert another of the articles of this 
criminal * = | | i 

Trenck was accuſed that he had ordered a certain 
pandour, 'named Paul Diack, to ſuffer the baſtinado 
of a thouſand blows, and that he had died under the 
pen ee This was ſworn to by two officers, then 

is accuſers, now great men in the army, who, in their 
depoſitions, ſaid they were eye-witneſles of the fact. 

Although many men in the regulars have died un- 
der theſe kind of military puniſhments, and no accuſa- 
tion was ever brought againſt the inflicters, I will 
yet relate what was, in this inſtance, the truth. 

When the reviſion of the ſuit began, Trenck ſent 
me into Sclavenia, where I found the dead Paul Di- 
ack alive and merry, and brought him to Vienna.— 
He was examined by the court, where it appeared 


that the two officers, who had {worn they were preſ- 


ent when he expired, and had ſeen him buried, were, 


at that time, a hundred and ſixty miles from the regi- 
ment, and recruiting in Selavonia, Paul Diack had 


been engaged in plots, and had mutinied three times. 


Trenck had pardoned him, as he was an extremely uſe- 


ful ſoldier, one of the banditti ; but, afterward mu- 
tinying once more with forty others, he was con- 


demned to death. At the place of execution he cal- 
led to his colonel, © Father, if I receive a thouſand 


© blows, 
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& blows, will you pardon me? - Trenck replied in 
the affirmative, He received the puniſhment, was 
taken to the hoſpital, cured ; and, on this occaſion, 

roved the perjury of the accuſers of Trenck. | 

I brought with me fourteen more witneſſes from 
Sclavonia, who atteſted the falſity of other articles 
of accuſation, which in themſelves were little worthy 
of attention. The cauſe wore a new aſpe& ; it was 
impoſſible to fubſtantiate any one of the criminal 
charges, and the wickedneſs of thoſe, who were ſs 
deſirous to have ſeen him executed, became apparent. 

They alſo accuſed him of having robbed and mur- 
dered a dealer in ſecond-hand trinkets and laces, in 
Vienna, who was found ſtrangled ; and, foon after- 
ward, the man who had committed the crime was. 
diſcovered, and broken upon the wheel, 

Such was the treatment of a man who had endured 
all hardſhips, ſuffered all pains, had watched day 
and night, 20 in the field winter and ſummer, and, 
with unſhaken zeal, and incredible labour, had ſup- 
ported, fought for, bled for, the houſe of Auſtria. 

I appeal to all the noble nation of Hungary ; I 
appeal to the whole world, whether the pandours 
of Trenck behaved, in the wars in which they were 
engaged, like that paltry corps which they have been 
repreſented to be at Vienna, Since the time that they 
have been on the eſtabliſhment of the regulars of the 
Hungarian infantry, 1t is certain that, in thirty years, 
they have not deſtroyed ſo many enemies, taken ſo 
many towns, levied ſo. many contributions, or made 
fo many priſoners as they did, when commanded by 
Trenck, in one year, Paſt ſervices are ever forgot- 
ten, and, as to future, they are ever uncertain, The 
tactics of Trenck were very different from thoſe of the 
preſent day. Some one of our modern holiday gene- 
rals will ſay, When they are ſtorming imaginary trench» 
es at a review— What was -Trenck ? He was but a 
„ pandour! His regiment could not be capable of 
* any eflential ſervice, except it had been taught our 
e preſent tactics.“ So let them ſay ; for my part I 
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am perſuaded Trenck was much wanted during the 


feven years war, and certainly the pandours were 
much leſs fpoken of than when the man who formed 
them, wielded at their head his patriotic ſabre, for the 
lory of the houſe of Auſtria, and manœuvred on the 
eld of battle, according to his practical tactics. 
May every inſulted country find many Trencks as 
defenders + Certain it is that the tottering throne of 


| Maria-Thereſa was moſt ably fupported by the preſ- 


ent deſpiſed pandours. | 

One of the moſt capital articles in the profecution,, 
and which forever deprived him of favour or commiſ- 
eration from his virtuous and apoſtolic miſtreſs, and 
for which. alone he was condemned to the Spielberg, 
was that he had raviſhed the daughter of a miller in 
Sileſia, This was made oath of, and he was not en- 
tirely cleared of the charge in the revifien, beeatiſe his 
accuſers had excluded all means of juſtification, Two 

ears, however, after his death, I likewiſe diſcovered 
the truth of this affair. The author of this wicked 
artifice was Major Manſtein, one of our firſt couſins, 
on whom he had heaped favours, whom he had re- 
lieved from the deepeſt diſtreſs, and raiſed to the rank 
of major in his regiment, when he had only been four 
years in the ſervice, This Manſtein was vile enough 
to accuſe him of ſuch a crime, that he might prevent 
his return tothe regiment; his motive was, becauſe that 
he, in conjunction with the quarter naſter, Frederici, 
had appropriated, to their own purpoſes, eighty- four 
thouſand florins of the regimental money. 

No fooner ſhould Trenck be dead than he might be 
accuſed of this embezalement. Yet it is certain that 
this miller's virgin was the miſtreſs of Manſtein, be- 
fore ſhethad. ever been ſcen by Trenck. The virtuous, 
Thereſa, hewever, would never forgive him ; and, in 
order to ſatisfy the honour of this diftreiled damſel, 


| he was condemned to pay eight thouſand florins to 


her, and fifteen thouſand to the cheſt of the invalids, 
and moreoyer, to. perpetual impriſonment. . 
| Sixty 
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Sixty and three civil ſuits had I to defend, and all 
the appeals of his accuſers to terminate, after his death. 
I gained them all, and his worthy accuſers were con- 
demned in coſt, as well as to refund the ſo much per 
day, which had been paid them by General Loewen- 
walde, but they were all poor, and 1 might ſeek the 
money where I could. In juſtice, Loewenwalde 
ought to have reimburſed me. The total of the fury 
they received amount to about fifteen thouſand florins, 
to me for ever loit. n | | 

Never had it before been heard of, that any judge 
decreed payment to a plaintiff, before it was allowed 
by court that his demand was legal. So it was, how- 
ever, in the Trenck cauſe ; nor was any judge puniſh 
ed, any retribution made, after the illegality of the 
act had been demonſtrated. | T4 

What reader but muſt ſhudder at ſuch practices ? 
What muſt be his thoughts concerning the adminiſ- 
tration of juſtice at Vienna ? I ſhould forever have 
concealed this ſhameful ſtory, had not the honour of 
my deceaſed kinſman, required the world ſhould be 
informed of the treatment we mutually received,— 
It is now forty years ſince this happened, and no re- 
muneration has been made; bit ſhould any one read 
this, Who has acceſs to the reigning Emperor, it may 
be 1 75 he will do my children juſtice. The poſ- 
feſlors of the Frenck eſtates may, perhaps, be no lon- 
ger authoriſed to enjoy what they cannot be juſtifies 

in keeping, by the laws of Hungary. N 
Moſt of the other criminal articles of accuſation 
conſiſted in Frenck's having beheaded fame mutinous 
pandours, and broken his officers without a court- 
martial; that he had bought of his ſoldiers, and melt- 
ed down the holy veſſels of the church, chalices and 
rofarics.; had baſtinadoed ſome prieſts; had. not heard 
mals every Sunday, and had violently dragged male- 
factors from certain eonvents, in which. they had tak» 
en refuge. | | 

A. partiſan commander, of an: undiſeiplined corps, 
migat well be exculpated from: fimilar complaints, 
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and the officers, whom he had'caned when they res. 
treated to the rear, and. ſkulked from the fire of the 
enemy, were ſoon all filent when. the witneſſes of 


Trenck were allowed; to appear before the court. 


When they were no longer protected, either. by Loe- 
wenwalde, or Weber, they decamped without beat of 
drum. They nevertheleſs did not ceaſe to labour, 
under the auſpices of one more powerful than them- 
{elves, to purſue their purpoſe, which they attained. 


by the aid of the court confeſſor. This holy monk 


found means to render the holy Maria Thereſa inſen- 
able of pity, toward a man who had been ſo prodigal 
ok his blood in her defence. 45 . 
Trenck was guilty of another capital error. Elated. 
at the expectation of certain victory, and aſſured by 
his friends among the judges, of being acquitted about 
Eaſter, 1748, he cauſed the hiſtory of his life to be 
printed at Franckfort, in which he not. only expoſed. 
his former judges, but, by certain phraſes, gave thoſe. 
who were his partiſans in the court of reviſion, reaſon. 
to ſuſpect they alſo ſhould be betrayed, when they 
were no langer uſeful, Gerhauer, his” advecate, had: 


in ſuch caſe, every thing to fear, he having been made 
the inſtrument of bribing the members. Gerhauer 


required the payment of two thoufand dacats before: 
the inftrument of acquittal ſhould. be executed; and. 
the avaricious Trenck, who ſuppoſed himſelf ſecure, 
offered him only one Rare: Judgment. was, in: 
conſequence, delayed. Loewenwalde knew well to: 
profit by the opportunity. Gerhauer diſcovered the. 
whele ſecret. proceedings; and Loewenwalde,. deeply: 
intereſted in the ruin, of Frenck, went to the Em- 
reſs, related the manner in which the judges. had 
Er bribed, and threatened that, ſhould he, through. 
the protection of the Emperor and Prince Charles, be. 
declared innocent, he would then publickly vindicate. 
the honour of the late court-martial. On this occa- 


fon he attempted to bribe me, to. diſcover what the 


247884 of the contract were between Trenck and. 
is judges ; 1 deſpiſed him, however, too much, Nay, 


— 
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TI knew that in concert with the lieutenant of the pol- 
ice, Mannagetta, he had planned my impriſonment on. 
my firſt arrival at Vienna, pretending that, Trenck 
having taken the King of Pruſſia priſoner, Frederic 
had ſent me to his aſſiſtance, and I was privately ta 
have been kept in confinement till ſentence had been 
palled on my kinſman. This was diſcovered by the 
Baron Lopreſti, fuſt when the artifice of Miſs Schwerin 
was in agitation, and when the whole plan was. ren» 
dered abortive by the Emperor. ** 
When I had forſaken my dangerous relation, as 1 
have ſaid in the firſt volume, and when, fearing his 
ingratitude, other of his friends alſo had deferted him, 
among wham was Prince Charles himſelf, the noble 
company of his accuſers had then an open field ; his 
advocate durſt ſpeak no more; the reviſion of his 
cauſe was interrupted, and an arret was iffued on the 
20th of Auguſt, that he ſhould be perpetually confin- 
ed, as a ſtate priſoner, in the e e His proper- 
ty, however, remained in ſequeſtration, nor was he 
deprived. of it, but gave orders, and examined the ac- 

counts of his collectors, to the day of his death. 
— Thus he fell the victim of a covetous and evil heart, 
His reviſion judges had ſtript him of more than fifty 
thouſand rix-dollars, and at laſt, fearing detection 

from him, abandoned him, to ſecure. themſelves. 
Such are the principal circumſtances of the proſe- 
cution of Trenck, which once was ſo much the ſub- 
ject of converſation in Vienna. Many trembled, ma- 
ny profited, I have this way had ſorrowful cauſe te 
know what judges are. His wretched avarice deterred 
him from making ſome trifling ſacrifices, thereby ta 
ſecure the remainder of his fortune, recover his liber- 
ty, and attain to the higheſt honours, | 
He wiſhed to have eſcaped from the Spielberg, 
but this he could not accompliſh, Had he followed 
my plan of flight, which I propoted, when he was 
confined in the arſenal of Vienna, he would ſcarcely 
have died in priſon, nor ſhould 1 have lain ſcttered 
wn the dungeon of Magdeburg, | "A 
? Fay 
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Fear from inheriting any of the wealth he had amaf- 
fed during the war, he did not leave me the half of 
that property which fully reverted to me by right, as 
his father's heir, and which ought to have remained 
inviolate, although even the ſon ſhould have render- 
ed himſelf guilty of a crime againſt the ſtate; of no 
ſuch crime, 3 was he guilty. EO 
This hiſtory. of my life, printed as well at Vienna, 
as at Berlin, with the uſual licence and privilege, will 
remain with my children, in juſtification of the hon- 
our of our name, and as a baſis on which, ſoon or late, 
they may eſtabliſh their rights m Hungary, when 
"116 Wore circumſtances ſhall become more favoura- 
ble. Preſcription there cannot have place, for not 
the laws, but power illegally exerted, has paſted fen- 
tence, Whenever the ſovereign will permit them to 
make legal proof, then will they reimburſe the unlaw- 
ful n the original ſum paid by them. The 
court will be no lofer, and the preſent poſſeſſors will 
have enjoyed the revenues of forty years, which a- 
mount to ſome millions of florins. Yes, then will my 
children become the rightful lords of Pleternitz, Pret- 
towack, Nuitar, Pakratz, and Velika, with more than 
one hundred and thirty villages. Trenck inherited 
a hundred and eighty thouſand florins from his father; 
had opportunities to acquire a million, while I, for 
my own part, have only inherited from him eighty 
| thouſand florins. No proof can be more clear of his 

having been plundered. | ; = 

Finding his project of eſcaping from the Spielberg, 

fruftrated, and all hope cut off, this chief of the pan- 
_ dours determined on death. I have before related the 
manner of this death, of his having ſent for a confet- 
for, informed him Saint Francis had appeared to him, 
that he diſpatched this capuchin confeſſor to Vienna, 
and on the morrow ſaid, Cod be praiſed, my depar- 
& ture is certain, for my confeſſor is dead, and: has ap- 
& peared to me; that the confellor actually was dea 


* 


that he ſummoned the officers, ſhaved his head like a 
monk, confeſſed publicly, preached à ſermon an hour 
. long, 
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long, exhorted all his hearers to a holy life, ſmiled at 
all earthly good, went to prayers, ſlept tranquilly, roſe 
the next morning, 8 again, took out his watch 
about noon, and faid, Praifebe to the Almighty, the 


* hour draws nigh ;” that thofe, who laughed at his 
impudent impoſture, yet were amazed to fee his face 


grow 1 that he fupported his head on his hands, 
prayed at his table, remained motionlefs with his eyes 


open; that the clock ſtruck twelve, they ſhook him, 
but foung he was actually dead; that miracle was then 


the univerſal cry, and that Saint Francis had deſcend- 
ed and carried off the pandour Trenck into Paradiſe. 
1 have faid that all this had been performed by the ſe- 
cr2t of the poiſoned water of Tofana ; have further 
added that the laſt ambition of Trenck was to rank 
high in the calendar; that, perceiving he could no 
longer be the richeft and firſt of men, he wiſhed to be 
the greateſt of faints ; that he knew he ſhould perform 
miracles after his. death, for he had huilt a chapel, 
founded a perpetual maſs, and bequeathed ſix thou- 
fand florins to the Capuchins ;* that he expired in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, after having been the 
fcourge of Bavaria, whoſe inhabitants will fcarcely 
ever, in their litanies, intreat Saint Trenck to be their 
mediator at the throne of Grace; that he lived the ty- 
rant and enemy of the human race, and died a holy 
fcoundrel. | 

1 ſhall terminate this article by frankly ſpeaking, 
without diſguiſe, my thoughts concerning my couſin 
and his fate. With reſpect to individuals, whom he 
robbed to enrich himfelf, innocent men, whom he. 
maſſacred, either to obtam their property, or in the 
| blood-thirſty field of war, and many other worthy 
people whom he made miferable ; with reſpect to his 
own father, aged eighty-four, and his beauteous and 
virtuous wife, whom he treated with brutal barbarity 3 


with 


* He has been but forty years dead, and has: worned 
miracles in Bremen, hien the father guardian relates: 
with uplifted eyes, His body is affirmed till ta remain us 
ce ruptiole. 2 | | 
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with reſpect to myſelf, to the duties of conſanguinity, 
and of man, he merited puniſhment, the purſuit of the 
avenging 0 juſtiee, and to be extirpated from all 
human ſociety. = 88 

Thus confidered, his eondemnation to the Spiel- 
berg was, indeed, moſt merciful. His name ought 
eternally to be eraſed from the annals of the friends 
of men, and the lovers of virtue. The cruelties he 
committed are, to this hour, daily lamented with 
tears ; and the ſighs of the wretched, on whom he 
had no pity, unceaſingly accuſe him before the throne 
of God. His memory, throughout all Bavaria, muſt 
ever be held in abhorrence, I am almoſt tempted 
myſelf to utter maledictions over the aſhes of a man 
who lived for himſelf alone, inſenſible to the groans 
of calamity ; who treated friend and enemy with like 
cruelty, and, though I forbear this, ſtill muſt I forev- 
er lament and curſe the woes to which he left me heir. 

Had he worn a crown he would perhaps, have been like 
Cæſar, a conqueror ; and like Amurath, a barbarian, 
Happily for man all tyrants are not kings, 

But, with reſpect to the Auſtrian monarchy, and as 
the hero of the Croats, he merited a mauſoleum, the 
epitaph of gratitude, and the trophies of honour, At 
leaſt, he ought to have been protected by that ſtate, 
in defence of which he was fo loyal, fo ſerviceable, ſo 
indefatigable, ſo daring ; whereas, in that very ſtate, 
he fell the victim of envy, and of the moſt hateful 
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26th OF DECEMBER, 1746, AND DE- 
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Afar perſonage of Berlin, to whom I re- 
lated the adventures of Alexander Schell, a 
Heutenant in the Pruſſian ſervice, was deſirous to ſee 


them publiſhed ; and this is a taſk I the more freely 


undertake, becauſe I perfectly recolle& thoſe inci- 
dents which I ſhall inſert, related by himſelf, at Aix 
la Chapelle, in 1776. His letters and poems I have 
loſt, three of the former only excepted, which will 
be hereafter read. The journal of our travels through 
Poland, written by him, I have inſerted 3 in the firſt 
volume of this work. 


I nave faithfully lepifted his virtues and his 


defects; and, ſhould the cold miſanthrope diſdain 


ſuch narratives, I ſhall nevertheleſs have the ſatis- 
faction of knowing, that the attention of readers leſs 
rigorous, will be fixed by the originality of his 
character, and that they will pardon ſome of the 
weakneſſes of humanity, remembering the goodneſs 


of his heart, and his other eſtimable qualities. 
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ANECDOTES 
OF THE LIFE OF 


ALEXANDER- SCHELL. | 


— 


A LEXANDER SCHELL, whoſe hiſtory is viſa in- 
timately connected with my own, and which 
my readers may wiſh to peruſe, was of a good family, 
of the circle of Suabia, His mother was of the houie 
of Lowenſtein ; his father was reduced to poverty, 


by an unfortunate law-ſurit. This is all chat i know 


of his origin, Schell, the ſon, of whom I ſpeak, en- 
tered into the Pruſſian ſervice, in the regiment of 
Wurtemburg, which the duke beftowed on the king. 

In conſequence of ſome quarrels, and other youth- 
ful pranks, he, in the year 1744, was ſent to the gar- 
Tifon regiment of Mitſchefall. 

It is well known that theſe kind ef changes are 
molt ſenſibly felt by Pruſſian officers, who never be- 
come ſoldiers that they may grow grey behind the 
walls of a fortreſs, in company with invalids, and men 
acknowledged worthleſs. Schell, who in reality was 
far from one of the latter, could not. but be exceedmg- 
ly diſſatisfied with his ſtate ; he wiſhed nothing more 
than a favourable oceaſion to deſert. From his family 


he received nothing, and his wants were many. He 


was much addicted to ſtudy, but his amorous diſpoſi- 
tion and inconſtancy Ron his -pockets continually 


empty. 
His chagrin may Well be imagined, when he beheld 


himſelf a lieutenant in a garriſon battalion, with an 


income ſo trifling, without conſolation for the Pref- 
ent, or hope for the future. 


He therefore determined to fly from Glatz, has Ve- 


| ry fir ſt 1 8 that ſhould offer. Jo this it muſt 
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be added that General 1 governor of that eita- 
del, was his perſecutor, and put him under arreſt for 
the moſt trifling fault; eſpecially after Schell had 
compoſed a ſatire, which was every where circulated, 
on the amorous intercourſe hetween the daughter of 
It was at this very time, and at a moment when he 
feared he ſhould be arreſted for debt, that Lieutenant 
Bach propoſed to him to ſupply me with the means 
of flight, and thus to procure himſelf a ſupporter, by 
rendering me ſervice. 1 
His heart was good and compaſſionate: He had 
long been affected by my misfortune, yet however, he 
afterward avowed that the motive which principally 


decided him to aid my eſcape, was the deſire of thus 


revenging himſelf on General Fouquet. | 

Were not theſe circumſtances explained, every man. 
muſt be aſtoniſhed to read, in my hiſtory, that a per- 
ſon, to whom I was unknown, who was under no ob- 
ligations to me, ſhould determine, while himfelf an 
officer on guard over me, to fly, in mid-day, with a 
priſoner of ſtate, and thus to expole himſelf to an in- 
famous and certain death, had he been taken. It may 
be added, there never was a more imprudent, nor a 
more daring undertaking. | | 

We conceived an inclination and friendſhip for 
each other on our firſt converſation, and he further 
hoped to make his fortune by my means, We were 
betrayed, as J have related; a friend gave him infor- 
mation of this, and he might have eſcaped by himſcls, 
but he had promiſed to reſtore me to freedom, IIe 
likewiſe might have reflected, that having neither 
money nor reſource, he would find himſelf in a foreign 
country, and in the moſt deplorable of ſituations. In 
great danger, he wanted neither courage nor fortitude. 
He was naturally inconfiderate, and always yielded to 
the firſt emotion, abandoning himſelf to chance, His 


honour likewiſe was cngaged to keep his word with 


me : And theſe circumſtances all united, induced him 
to take the deſperate reſolution of dying, or eſcaping 
. N in 
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in my company. He daringly faced danger, preſerved 
his preſence of mind, and, aided' by him, I executed 
an enterprize, which, becauſe it was ſucceſsful, has 
been more admired than blamed. e e 
Never yet, however, did I find another man, who 
had the courage, or the friendſhip for me, to perform 
a like action. 4 0 | 

On our return from Thorn to Vienna, we paſſed 
through Warſaw, where we made ſome ſtay, Schell 
left me in the afternoon, and returned late to our 
lodging, without ſpeaking a word concerning where 
he had been, or what he had done. 24 3:60 

On the morrow we went to Cracow ; it happened 
to be the time of the fair, and I determined to ex- 
change the horſe of Schell, becauſe he was lame. 
Since the horſe will be yours,” ſaid I, “it is but 
„right that you ſhould pay the additional money in 
„exchange.“ Schell immediately burſt into a laugh, 
took out his empty purſe from his pocket, and ſaid, 
] left all my money at the billiard table at Warſaw '; 
* when my horſe can go no farther, I will follow you 
on foot; I neither wart horſe nor money.” 

I was ſurprifed at this proof of thoughtleſs folly ; 
but what was to be done ? I could only pay the mon- 
'ey in exchange, and we journeyed on to Vienna,— 
Here a new misfortune befel this horſe ; when Schell 
wanted money, and intended to have ſold him for two 
hundred florins, he found him ſtrangled by his halter 
at the manger, | | 

We had not been a month in this city before I had 
the good fortune to obtain a commyſion for him, of 
firſt lieutenant in the regiment of Pallavicini, through 
the intereſt of Prince Charles, of Lorrain, to whom 
he had been recommended by my coufin Trenck. 
This regiment was in Italy, and deſtined for the ſiege 
of Genoa. 

I equipped Schell, gave him money, and ſent him 
on his journey, Some time after, when I ſuppoſed 
him already with his regiment, I received a very la- 
conic letter from him, dated at Gratz, in which he 
Mets 8 informed 
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informed me that fortune had played him a new trick, 


_ that he had loſt all his money, his watch and horſe, 


and that, if I could not once more aſſiſt him, he muſt 
manage for himſelf, in the beſt manner he was able. 
I happened, at this time, to have received a ſupply 
from Berlin, and ſent him five hundred florins, with 
which he proceeded into Italy, 'This money, howev- 
er, was little more fucceſsful than the former, He 
had imprudeutly borrowed. of a friend to pay his gam- 


ing debts; and afterward, ſtill more imprudently, 


made uſe of the regimental money; when, having no 
better expedient, he deſerted, in company with a for- 
ager. What highly aggravated his fault, was that he 
entered into the ſervice of a power, with which the Im- 
perialiſts were then at war. He fent me informa- 
tion, in a tone of the utmoſt levity, that he was now 
a corporal in the ſervice of the Genoeſe, . _ 
. The behaviour of Schell was highly injurious to all 
Pruſſian officers, who after him entered. into the ſer- 
vice of Auſtria : But he was wholly incapable of a 
reflection of this kind. 
Fortunately for him, I found-an op 5 of rec- 
ommending him to the Venetian ambaſſador, at Vienna; 
once more ſent him money, and was ſo active in his 


behalf, that in the ſpace of a few months, he was pro- 
moted to the rank of officer. | 3 


Strange. to tell ! he quitted this fervice the very 
ſame year, and entered a common ſoldier under the 
Duke of Modena, He ſent me notice of this change, 
and requeſted aſſiſtance. Baron Lopreſti, of whom I 
have ſo often {poken in theſe volumes, had friends in 


Modena, and lonce more obtained a commiſſion for, and 
once more equipped, Schell. His own perſonal ſafe- 


ty, however, conſtrained him then to aſſume the name 


of Leich.::: , 


Unheppy is the deſtiny of a man wha is obliged to 
conceal the name of his family, before he dare aſſoci- 
ate among worthy men. This misfortune. happened 
to Schell; although he poſſeſſed, in reality, a fenſible 
and good heart; but his. paſſion for play, and total 
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want of thought, led him aſtray from the paths of 
honour, and brought him to wander over the earth 
like a vagabond, e 
Once more, thanks to my intereſt, behold him a 
lieutenant in Modena, where he was generally beloved 
and eſteemed, and where he had taken the firm reſolu- 
tion of never gaming more, and of leading a leſs diſſi- 
ated life. Perhaps he would have executed theſe 
bis wiſe intentions, but they were rendered abortive 
by his former follies. . | 
At the requeſt of the Duke of Modena, the Empreſs- 
Queen ſent ſome of her officers to inſtruct his regiment 
in certain new military manceuvres, and among theſe, 
unluckily, happened to be two officers belonging to 
the regiment of Pallavicini, No ſooner was Schell in- 
formed of this, than, dreading to be diſcovered, as he 
infallibly muſt have been had he ſtayed, he once more 
deſerted from Modena, and entered a common ſoldier 
in the ſervice of Sardinia, in the Swils regiment of 
Souter. : | 2 | 
Again he wrote, to inform me of this new change, 
but I was then mourning in my dungeon at Magde- 
burg, totally unable to be of utility to him or myſelf, 
When releaſed from my chains, in December 176g, 
and once more permitted to appear on the ſcene, I 
ſent to inquire after my friend at Modena, but could 
hear no tidings of where, or what he was, 

Happening in 1769, to be at the houle of the Sardi- 
nian envoy at Vienna, I there by chance, met a Cap- 
tain Renard, of the Swiſs regiment of Souter, The 
converſation turned on many Pruſhan officers, whom 
fortune had ill-treated, ana Renard highly praiſed a 
perſon of the name of Leſch, who ſerved in his com- 
pany in the quality#bf foraging ſecretary. After vari- 
ous queſtions and inquiries, I perceived this Leſch 
could be no other than my friend Schell, I immedi. 
ately wrote to him, and received an anſwer, which 
deſerves to be remembered. I ſent him money, but 

this he returned, and informed me that he had no 
longer any need of ailiſtance ; that he had bidden _ 
 Hka 5 adieu 
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adieu to all ſuperfluous vanitics ; that he tranquilly 
lived on the perquiſites of his place, and on what he 
gained by teaching languages, drawing and muſic; alſo 
by his knowledg of embroidery; and that, theſe, to- 
gether, procured him much more than was neceſſary. 
He added that he was eſteemed, beloved, and ſought 
for; that he was in good health, had learned to be an 
S conomiſt, and that he would not change his ſituation 
for the moſt ſplendid fortune; finally, that he ne ver 
more would receive any thing from me; that I had 
already done too much for him; and that it was time 
1 ſhould take care of myſelf. WA "WW 
Aﬀetted as I was by his preſent manner of thinking, 
I made various different propoſitions to him, to better 
his fortune, but he oerfiſied in his refolution, content». 
ed to remain in his garriſon at Alexandria, and deſir- 
ous of nothing more than of once again feeing me be- 
fore he ſhould die. . e 
In 1772, when I was at Aix-la-Chapelle, I was aſton- 
iſhed to ſee Schell, my friend, enter my chamber; 
the reader of fenſibility will eaſily imagine my joy. He 
had walked on foot from the farther part of Europe 
to Aix-la- Chapelle, purpoſely to ſee me. He related 
his hiſtory to me circumſtantially, but of this I have 
forgotten the greateſt part; I only remember many of 
the incidents were exceedingly romantic. 
Pleaſure was the only end of his exiſtence. His. 
love of Italy had originated in this-his-love of pleaſure. 
Purpoſely to procure himſelf. the ſociety of the moſt: 
youthful, and the moſt charming of the female ſex, he 
had learnt to embroider in gold, and to perform the 
moſt curious works of women, He alſo: taught: them 
ſeveral languages, Worte charming verſes; and by his. 
talents, had made himſelf ſo agree@le to the fociety he 
delighted in, that he had paſled the laſt fifteen years. 
of his life, in the manner he thought moſt delightful. 
He continued four months at my houſe, during 
which he amuled himſelf in inſtructing my children. 
Tins office he performed with peculiar kindneſs and 
affability, and gained the affection of all to whom he 
6 dias 
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was known; but he loved a peaceable and retired life; 
he was in reality, become a- molt rational man. His. 
mind, that formerly had been ſo quick, ſo alive, had 
loſt its vivacity; he was „ often 
_ great that his only occupation was to read, or to walk. 
in his chamber, with an air in every appearance of 
profound melancholy. I ſoen obſerved that time was 
tedious to him at Aix-la-Chapelle, and that his heart 


1 


ſighed for Alexandria. ee 
When he had been a month at my houſe, as he was. 
walking, deep in thought, he fell into one of the moats 
of the city, N Wie his ſhoulder, in which ſtate 
he: was. brapalt home... 8 
His patience: and fortitude. in this fituation, were: 
remarkable; he did not utter a fingle complaint. 
After his recovery, he wrote ſome poetry, but his 

verſes. were very unequal to thoſe he had written in 
the fire of youth. When I beheld him, and contem- 
plated his countenance: and behaviour, I could not 
avoid foreboding that my poor friend Schell would. 
foon become inſane... 3 | 

He was conſcious ofthis, himſelf, but, ſaid he, I have 
2 {mall quantity of. powder, very proper to cure this 
misfortune, as well as every other infirmity of old age, 
and by the aid, of which, men may defy all the efforts. 
of fate, FU „ | 

The temper of the man, however, ſtill continued: 
the ſame. Had I ſaid to him“ Schell, thou muſt 
& avenge my Cauſe, a deſpotic King has rendered me 
% miſerable,” I am certain he would have gone to 
Potſdam, without ſtaying a moment to conſider, and 
an the public parade would have executed all that re- 
venge could have infpired.. | | 


- 


He ſhewed me the ſcars of ſixteen “ wounds, ſome 
of which he nad received in defence of my honour. 
He never drew his ſword that he was not wounded. 
He had fractured his arm, and bones in both his feet, 


by accidents ;. thanks to thoſe eternal reveries, which, 
| IF . 


1 
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in broad day- light, led him to the edge of ſome preci- 
pice. His ſword was in his hand on the ſmalleſt occa- 
lion, and he laughed when about to bleec. 
The ſtorfes of his youthful gallantries were ſome of 
them ſtrange. I much regret that his writings, both 
philoſophical and moral, never fell into my hands, and 
that they were buried with himſelf, He made great 
progreſs in the ſtudy of anatomy, and his fole purpoſe 
was to diſcover whether there really oould be any 
thing immortal in the body of man, and if poſſible, to 
explain what actuated the machine, and what was the 
origin of our paſſions, without having recourſe to 
metaphyſical reaſoning.“ 5 5 8 
I wiſhed him to have remained longer with me, but 
his leave of abſence was almoſt ended, and he deſired 
to return and die at Alexandria, One day I perceived 
his uſual taciturnity and gloom were increaſed, and 
the next morning, I found Schell was departed, and 
had left the following letter on my bureau | 
My Friend, | F 
© You already have many children; how many 
© more you may have, who can ſay ! You are happy 
in the poſſe ſſion of the moſt amiable of wives; I am 
© but a burthen to you; you are little enabled to be 
* at any expenſe for me, and J am not, at preſent, in- 
6 conſiderate enough to abuſe your friendſhip. The 
duty of a father is now, to you, the moſt ſacred of 
„duties. I return contented, with having once more 
“feen you, and with leaving you in good health. 
Moſt probably, we never ſhall meet again! Do 
© not diſturb yourſelf concerning me; I am in need of 
nothing, and ſhall find every thing neceſſary to my 
“ happineſs at Alexandria: your company alone will 
„be wanting; but of that it is proper I ſhould deprive 
* myſelf. I would not that you ſhould fuffer the leaſt 
& injury for my fake. 
„ Perverſe and wicked men have robbed you of 
& your fortune. If there be an eternal God, who in- 
| "+ 6Eferferes 
ue boy is faid to have cut open the bellows to look 
for the wind, Tc | 3 | 
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< terferes in the affairs of men, he will become your 
„ ſupport; he will reward, he will preſerve and make 

& you happy in your family. If not, and ſhould even 
your virtues and your labours all be loſt to futurity, 
& yet do they, in this world, find a noble recompenſe, 
in the conſcious rectitude of the heart. In the en- 
joyment of this, few. men indeed will be found 
« your equal, conſequently you are happy in yourſelf, 
and in defiance. of fate. - e 

* To, me you owe nothing; you have done more 

« for me, than even gratitude and friendfhip themſelves 
could exact. | AS ST legs | : 

\ © Frue it is, I brought you from Glatz, but per- 
« haps your. after-ſufferings would have been much 
© leſs ſevere, had I never exiſted. What I did like- 
© wile, I did more from the reſentment to the King, 
« and to Fouquet, than from the deſire of ſerving you, 
« therefore was not my enterprize the pure elfek of 
* commiſeration and affection, my intereſt bore a part 
«in it. I was ſtripped of all ſupport, and aſhamed of 
living, deſpiſed, in a garriſon regiment, I repent 

not of the actions of my paſt life, being certain that 

e my follies did but tend to make me a wiſer and a 
« better man. I believe, in this, you think like me; 
« I am ſatisfied with the time preſent, and indifferent 
concerning that to come, „„ 
Should monzichs hereafter do you juſtice in any- - 
degree, fail not to write to me. e 

Four ſon Jofeph, under your. guidance, poſſeſſes 
* all the qualities neceſſary to become. a great man; 
the conviction of this has given me much pleaſure, 
c and muſt, to you. be a {ubjeft of infinite ſatisfaQtion.. 
„Tell your reſpe&able lady that I honour her, return 
© her thanks for all her kindneſs, and congratulate the 
* choice ſhe made of a man/vho knew her worth. 
Ves, my friend, you zre happy in a wife, and there- 
* fore muſt certainly have no cauſe to repent, to find 
* yourſelf an inhabitant of this earth. | 
When 1 perceive I can no longer live, I will fend 
you a laſt letter. It is your duty to remain here ; 
. 4142 % 
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te you have children, thoſe, you muſt not deſert, 1 
* know no other cauſe of regret for your ſake, Mould 
„ misfortune, in future, befall you. © 0 = 

* Be under no concern relative to the expenſes of 
ce my journey. I have the watch which you gave me, 
as well as the fix guineas with which I was to have 
© paid the tailor, and my feet will {till render me the 
en Nis {ervice they performed thirty years ago, when 
© we travelled together through Poland. | 

Were we not, even then, much happier than 
e princes, Who are whirled' luxuriouſly in Pen, 
* through their deſolated countries? 

] leave you the journal of this ſingular expedition 
© which I preſerved, that it might recall to your 

q „ mind incidents well worthy of finding a pre 1 11 the 
*© hiſtory of your life, 

May you live in health and happineſs ; may 
live diſtant from courts, and urictnbatrafſed b ic 
affairs, for the diſcharge of which you are bet ill fit- 
* ted, by your dauntleſs candour. They would but 
* bring you into new troubles. Quit Aix-la-Chapelle, 
alſo, if you can: you are deteſted by the monks ; 
* hypocrites will never want occaſton to injure you, 
by a in your decline of life, will find the means to 

* rob you of that repoſe you have ſo well deſerved ; 
“God preſerve vou from their venom. I tremble 
4% while I recolle& this, acquainted as I am with your 
4% daring ſpirit. 

« Let me intreat you to become ſomewhat more of 
% an œonomiſt; let me intreat you to act leſs gener- 
* ouſly toward an ungrateful world; in fine, let me 
<6 intreat you to become more rudent. 

% Should we fee clearly, and think nobly, yet were 
it beſt to ſigh, be ſilent, and wiſely to enjoy; fo act, 
and fo ſhall nothing be wanting to your tran uillity. 
«& Avoid Vienna, There thoſe who have legally 
* acquired, will illegally endeavour to maintain them- 
* jelves in the poſſeſſion of your eſtates. The Em- 
<4 preſs acts under the guidance of her prieſts; from 

* whom you can expect nothing dat contempt and 

4 * perſecution, 4 
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© Be the paſt to you a leſſon, and a guide fer the 
te future, Hope nothing from unrelenting princes ;. 
* riſk nothing for the barren honour of rendering 
* them ſervice ; let your future motto be, I ſeek on- 
ly virtue.“ "0 VVV 
« We have almoſt run our race; we both ſoon. 
ce alike ſhall ceaſe to be, but we both know death, and 
&« ſhall march to meet him with a ſerene front. So 
long tas I have life I ſhall be ready, at all times, and 
eon all occaſions, as I ever have been, to part 
« with that life in defence of your injured hon- 
© our. | ; | 
In this reſolution, and impreſſed with the live- 
e lieſt gratitude, this day departs one, who, to his laſt 
6 breath, will remain | 2 


* Your friend, 
| © ALEXANDER SCHELL.“ 
It may well be ſuppoſed I was exceedingly affected 
by this farewel, and by the manner of it, eſpecially 
when I had no means of conveying the money to my 
ſriend, neceſſary to perform his journey. Some few. 
days after, I was obliged to go to Vienna, while I 
was in Frankfort, I by chance met in the ſtreet the 
worthy Schell, who was there endeavouring to gain. 
intelligence concerning bis parents. We continued 
two days lenger together, and I did every thing in 
my power to diſſuade him from purſuing his journey, 
but in vain, It was with great difficulty I could pre- 
vail on him to accept twenty guineas, by the aid of 
which he might arrive, with ſomewhat leſs fatigue, 
at his place of deſtination. At length we beth took 
an eternal and laſt adieu, and parted. 
About three weeks after, I received the following 
letter from him at Vienna E 2 | 

% Dear Friend, OF NINE ON | 

* At Frankfort you obliged me to accept twenty 

© guineas, money which belonged to your children, 
and the depriving yourſelf of which was, moſt pro- 
0 bably, of great inconvenience. Some what, how- 
55 ever, to recompenſe your benevolenceg may you, 
| N * virtuous 
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<« virtuous man, participate the ſenſibility, the pleaſure, 
< the good, which accompanied theſe twenty guineas 
« in the cottage of a poor peaſant ! May the benedic- 
ce tions be verified, with which your name was pro- 
< nounced by an old man of eighty-two, almoſt expir- 
« ing with hunger, in company with his wife, and the 
< remainder of his family! Benediftions, uttered with 
* eyes raiſed to Heaven, when their long-loſt fon, 
Schell, ſo unexpectedly entered their wretched 
© cabin, and with him brought the means of aid and 
e conſolation ? | | | | 

© Oh, noble Trenck, that I could deſcribe the ſcene 
* ſuch as it really was; then indeed ſhould you weep. 
During four and twenty years, my parents had never 
* received any intelligence of me, ana ſuppoled me 
dead. I knew they had been ruined by a law-ſuit in 
the Imperial Court, and 1 wouid not add to their 
© misfortunes, by informing them of my own. _ 

& My father had diſcarded me from his heart, after 
having heard I had ſo lightly quitted the Pruſſian 
* ſervice ! After being told that my name was nailed 
© up to the gallows at Glatz! 


„My mother had wept, but the afflictions of her 
* family, and the poverty of her other children, had 
< effaced from her memory him whom ſhe had former- 
* ly hoped would become the ſupport of her houſe, 
„and the prop of her old age. VVV 

„My eldeſt fifter I found almoſt dying with hun- 
< ger, in her bed, where ſhe had twelve years lain 
< paralytics The youngeſt was inſane, and her dif- 
< tracted fits were ſometimes ſo violent that ſhe was 
5 obliged to be tied down. | | 

My eldeſt brother, who had obtained the rank of 
5 major in the Pruſſian ſervice, was broken, becauſe 
< of my adventure at Glatz, and is at preſent a 
© corporal in the ſervice of Denmark, where he has 
< taken another name. My formerly brave, and 


now ancient father, all in rags, and afflicted with 


< the 1 was ſeated in an old arm chair; and 
* my aged mother, of ſeventy, was obliged to act as 
< ſervant, aurſe, and provider, for the whole houſe. 

$6 At 
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„At the time when I arrived ſeveral days had 
© paſſed, and they had had nothing better than dry 
2 for their food, waiting the end of the month. 
« You have been informed that the Prince, by whom 
they were ruined, granted them a penſion of nine 
« florins per month !* For which they were obliged 
to pray for him, thank him, and tremble in his preſ- 
ence. | 180 | 
They had no fire, and theſe poor old people were 
% crouching cloſe together, half naked, to keep each 
„other warm. That very day they happened to men- 
ce tion their loſt ſon ; they were exhorting each other 
„ patiently to endure their affliftions, and, while thus 
<« ſuffering, I entered their hut, made mylelf known, 
e and brought them aii. 5 

„ God-of Heaven! where are the words that ſhall 


' 6 deſcribe what I felt ?--Motionleſs I ſtood, at be- 


* holding wretchedneſs like this, and dumb! They 
& were dumb alſo. ; | 

< I recovered, recollected I had guineas, and threw 
them on the table, —Is:this money thy own, my ſon ; 
*<© ſaid my mother Ves, mother, anſwered I, they are 
* honourably acquired; I bring them to yield you a 
„ momentary ſupport, N 


*« Surpriſe and joy fluſhed in every face ; my aged 


es father bathed me with his paternal tears, and my 
e mother hung, weeping, round my neck, The poor 
„ paralytic intreated ſhe might once again make a 


85 good meal, and her ſtill more unfortunate ſiſ- 
* ter leaped and capered, wkhout knowing where- 
«fore 8 E 

© After we had, in ſome degree, recovered our 
< proper ſenſes, and I had briefly an{wered their in- 
6% quiring queſtions, a fire was made, and meat was 


_ © put down to roaſt. Yes, my friend, the family ſeat- 


$.ed themſelves round atable, that had long not been 
*%.{ſo loaded, and I had the pleaſure to regale them 


«with your money, to revive my parents, languiſhing 


in miſery, and on the borders of the grave, and to 


| change 
* About twenty ſhillings, 
L 1 | 
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% change the paternal malediction into the fincereſt 
4: bleſſings and prayers! _ | 

« To 4 am I indebted for this day of Joy, the 
* brighteſt, the happieſt of my life; for had I not had 
your money, I ſhould never have returned to the 
* houſe. of my father, ———Tis true, alſo, I never 
„ ſhould have been a ſpectator of wretchedneſs like 
" 1. theirs, and ſhould have died reckleſs and indiffer- 

ent. I now have an additional reaſon to live; I 


o have parents to provide for, and they ſtand in need 


„of proviſion, I will haſten to Alexandria, haſten to 
obtain money for their ſupport, for now only do I 
“begin to be reconciled to life. 

© I ſhall not inform you in what place I found this 
et moſt unfortunate family; you would deprive me of 
« the ſatisfaction of labouring for them, I well know 
« the benevolence of your heart, and I well know you 
have nothing you ought to give, Yet you ſhall be 
informed hereafter, and ſhall become my ſucceſſor, 
« in order that I may die untormented, when 1 feel 
my end approach,, and ſhall be no more able to af- 
ford them ſuſtenance, 

“ continued with them nine days. ak throes entire 

« guineas were expended in making ourſelves merry. 


60 Veſterday I left fifteen upon the table, with my 


% watch, and a letter, as I did when I took my leave of 
* you at Aix-la-Chapelle, and thus avoided the too 
great pain of parting, 

+: Now march I on foot toward Alexandria, and cer- 
% tainly with more true courage than Alexander him- 
4e ſelf, hen marching, at the head of his victorious ar- 

* my, toward Babylon. Never were guineas better 
* expended, never employed to a more holy purpoſe 
© than thoſe you gave me at Frankfort. IG 
55 ward I have but one intention to fulfil, and this I 
Si . hope will be fulfilled by the exertion of my talents 

* at Alexandria, Money, my friend, is become a 
thing moſt precious, though my un parents have | 
#5 learnt to vegetate on little. 


66 Le, 
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Live, my dear Trenck, live in content and health, 
If, ſoon or late, you ſhould return to your native 
% country, may you, after a tedious baniſhment, ac- 
% quire wealth to render theſe: you love happy. If 
s ever you ſhould wiſh to benefit the children of Wal- 
e dau, recollect what I faid to you in the foreſt near 
“Hammer, when you would have taken vengeance 
* on an unfeeling, or, perhaps, only a fearful brother- 
& in-law. May the Almighty grant you this humane, 
« this Chriſtian conſolation. I hope hereafter your 
* proſpetts will brighten, and I honour the philan- 
ce thropy of your heart, Forget me not, I will write 
„to you whenever I need your aſſiſtance ; do you 
«© write to me only once a year, and let me know any 
« fortunate, event in the ſituation of your affairs.— 
„This letter will be ſent from Ulm, I have writ- 
© ten it in Switzerland, and a friend will put it into 
the poſt, May your virtues preſerve you from new 
d adverſities, and may heaven or earth reward you 
for the paſt. | 2h 3 
As I have lived, fo ſhall I die, 
Tour gratoful, and, moſt aſſuredly, 
' * Your very faithful friend, 
AL, 
Secretary to the regiment of Sou- 
ter, at Alexandria, in the ſer- 
2 vice of the Ning of Sardinia. 
Since this letter, I received many others from him, 
all written in the fame ſtyle. In one of the laſt he in- 
formed me that an old lady had bequeathed him ef- 
fects, to the value of a hundred 44 fifty ducats, by 
will. His joy, at being able to ſend that ſum to his 
parents, who were then living, was inexpreſſible.— 
Theſe letters I have loſt, an indeed they would on- 
ly unneceſſarily add to the lenth of this narrative. | 
After a flence of two years I received the follow- 
In , f 5 1 > N ö Rs 1 , 
The dying Schell to his friend Trenck. 
When this ſhall come to your hand, I ſhall be no 
more; my term of exiſtence draws to a conclufion : 
72 e | Never 
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© Never did man, dear friend, forſake this ſublunary 
& world with more tranquillity, than I ſhall in a fe 
* hours, and after I have once more, with as much 
© preſence of mind as I am capable of, ſent you this 
* laſt teſtimony of living gratitude. 

© The laſt years of my life have paſſed undiſturbed 
© away; almolt had I forgotten that the name of my 
* family was Schell, having for forty years aſſumed 
* that of Leſch, and having, without regret, bidden 
adieu to all honourable titles. 

I beheld you happy, my friend, and I leave you 
e in peace and content. My aged father and mother 
have been two years dead. I enjoyed the pleaſure, 
of procuring them neceſſaries, and even ſomewhat 
* more, during their few latter days of life. My para- 
«lytic ſiſter died about fix weeks ago, and the poor 
e frantic girl knows not that ſhe wants any thing, 
© therefore wants not. She lives merrily in the mad 
* houſe, and imagines herſelf ta be the holy Rebecca, 

„The woman whom I loved has lately married a 
* young huſband ; may he make her happy! This is 
not a moment to indulge jealouſy. | 

© Lam at this inſtant racked by the ſtone, add to 
© which I am in a conſumption, and theſe together 
© have rendered me a living ſkeleton, My phyſi- 
* cian. has obſerved indubitable ſymptoms of my ap- 
proaching end; I myſelf am fully ſenſible of them, 
* and, in a few days, or in a few hours, ſhall ceaſe to 
© ſuſker, | a <; 

I have now nothing to hope, and nothing to fear, 
+ Herein I ſend you the laſt tokens of a long and ſin- 
® cere friendſhip. My dying ſoul {till will live in you, 
{© nor ſhall I be all dead, fo long as you ſhall continue 
to live. My expiring wiſhes for your proſperity, 
_ * transfix themſelves to this paper they take their 
flight from my brain, like a dream at the moment of 
*© my diſſolution. Live while you may, and haſten 
© not, dear friend, to follow me, | 5 

* Honour, fame, and poſterity, to me, are things 
* wholly indifferent, I die unknown, and my name 

| dies 


. 
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« dies with me. Beware of the priſons of Glatz, 
Magdeburg, and Spielberg! Schell dies, and you 
«will fad a Schell no more. 

I leave no one behind me who ſtands in need of 
„your aid, or whom I am in duty bound to recom- 
“ mend to your benevolence; no, my friend, I am 
* no longer any thing to you: Could I partake the 
« {ſenſibility of your heart, it would but occaſion me 
« fruitleſs regret, and diſturb the repoſe of this laſl 
fare wel. 

© Repine not, weep not, rather laugh ; let the laſt 
moments of the crazy Schell be a ſubjeRt of mirth; 
e he himſelf has laughed, on the world's great theatre, 
« beholding the deepeſt tragedies ; laughing he quits. 
the ſcene, and the curtain for ever falls. 
My ſenſes are overpowered, they ſlumber, m 
« eyes are inclined to-clofe, and my foul wiſhes for 
«eſt; I ſoon ſhall ſleep, and ſleep without dream- 
« ing, nor ſhall. 1 ever riſe from this bets to enjoy 
_ « waking dreams. 
Oh Trenck, my laſt thoughts: are friendſhip, 
4 oratitude, and the moſt rs prayers for your 

G e | 

“ 50 dies: > 
1 ALEXANDER, onee SCHELL, 
at preſent LE SCH. 

„ Alexandria 24th of May, 1776.“ 

- The very day I received this letter, I wrote to the 
regiment, and the anſwer ſent back was that he had 
been found dead in his bed the 26th of May, having 
Written farcwel letters to his colonel and his friends, 
by all of whom he was regretted. His captain had 
made a collection of his erotic odes, and his ſatires, 
written in the Italian language, which may ſome time, 
perhaps, appear under another name, and, if ſo they 

thould, will edi. do honour. to ſome ignorant im- 
poſtor. 
: Peace be to thy manes, amiable Schell, thou wert 
worthy a better deitiny, for the foibles of thy youth 
were injurious only to thyſelf. 
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Apologies to others, and vindication of myſelf and honour, 
concerning aſſertions contained in, and offences that 
have been taken at, my writings. "649 I 

Nas the fear of further diſpleaſing the wicked and 

1 NV the vile; not the dread of being ftill perſecuted by 

ſharpers, monks, pedants, intriguing courtiers, and 

paltry knaves ; not the dread of iltiberal and abortive 
criticiſm ; nor any, nor all of theſe, here give birth 
to apology or juſtification. I have more ferious em- 
ployment, that of at laſt enjoying content and eaſe; 
of ' terminating a career of difficulties, chains, and 

199-4 N unparalleled with glory, I will no more 
and forth the raſh opponent of ignorant millions. 

*Tis honour ſufficiest, for me, that the worthy, the: 

virtuous, and the friends of men, have been my pro- 

tectors. Had I indeed only injured this fmaller part 
of ſociety, the number of my enemies had not been ſo 
great, nor had they been ſo all-puiſſant ; neither would 
they have heen ſo bale in artifice, fo irreconcilable in 
hatred. I ſhudder, and ſtart back from the precipice, 
when I contemplate the abyſs into which, by. raſh- 
| neſs, or perhaps fortitude not to be ſhaken, I might 
have been headlong plunged. | 
The daggers of ſharpers, gamblers and monks, all 
were drawn. Thoſe noble gentlemen, who, offended 
at my eſſay on true nobility, had not, with their pa- 
tent titles, purChaſed noble hearts, would have been 
glad I were diſpatched. Heaven was promiſed from 
the pulpits, as the price of heretical blood. Heretic, 
be it {aid apart, is the epithet beſtowed on thoſe who: 
dare openly attack the avarice and ambition of prieſts. 

The good old matrons prayed for my foul, as for one 

miſerably configned to perdition. The deceivers, and 

the deceived, together, cried——* Crucify him! Cruci- 

6 fy him.” ” 


Unſupported, among theſe bigh-born vulgary lon 8 1 
lived. Good men approved and applauded my Writ- 
ings; but approbation was all, I will write no more. 

Let 


* 
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: Let other German moraliſts now enter the liſts, let 
each perform as much as ] have done, and let them 
not retire from toil, till they have reaſons equally co- 
ercive to adddte S0 half our country ſoon awaken 
from her ſlumbers, foon fhall learn who are the exe- 
cutioners, the torturers of reaſon ſoon fhall ſkake off 
her groſs prejudices, and, by the promotion of ſcience, 
ſhal} riſe great and worthy of herfelf. Her practical 
Chriſtians ſhall then be more virtuous than were her 
holiday ſaints; church dignitaries fhalt tremble in their 
ſtalls, and the renown of the ancient German mall re- 
vive. | een 
To obtain a purpole 10 gtorious avs 1 laboured 
with zeal, deſtructive to myſelf; but, be the eonſe- 
quences what they may, 'twere finful to repent. . 
Such being my refotution, I may here be conſidered 
as an expiring author, who, repentant ſinner likeg 
takes a mournful leave of the fraternity of reformers. 
Therefore do I ſtretch out my hand, defirous.of recon- 
ciliation with all who imagine themſelves injured by 
the truths I have told, or who have been angered to 
behold themſelves unmaſked. 1 hope they will not 
be ſo cruel as to demand I ſhould beſtow flagellation 
on myſelf, becaufe I erefted myſelf a preacher of re- 
ntance, without having firſt ſtudied under a Jeſuit- 
mountebank, in forma Theologita. As my irritability 
is well known, and as I never condefcended to peti- 
tion princes themſelves twice for what I thought my 
due, be adviſed, good firs, and pardon me quickly, or 
I ſhall perhaps quickly fall into my old vice, and defend 
myſelf and truth with all the fury of a deſperadoe. © 
Kind reader, thou indubitably knoweſt conſtitu- 
tional diſeaſes are not eaſily cured ; therefore wilt not 
expect I ſhould forget my nature, and ceaſe te ſpeak 
and to maintain truth, If I ſtrike wide, when batt- 
ling to bring down folly and vice, pardon and direct 
me better. So ends my preamble.“ R 
25 % 


* An abftrat only of what follows i in the German is 
tranſlated : Much of it mala, to the Baron 's other works ; 
but 
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In the firſt volume of my writings, the dedicatiore 
to Madam Juſtitia, gave ſo much offence: at Vienna, 
that it was prohibited. Whenever in Vienna they 
hall think proper to do me/right, I will then make a 
full and public eb to ha * honour of 


his gol chit 


£ 


A My ridicule on the parchment titles of wodility; in 
* the third volume, has ſo much offended many of our 
| - moſt ſerene Dons, that I expe&ed fome one at leaſt a- 
' mongthem would have mounted his Roſinante, and me 
| have defied, detractor and n vile, to mortal com- 
bat. 

| _ _ Fortunately for me, I was bed They, hanovr- 
| able gentlemen, leave hardy enterpriſe and dire de- 
| 3 to the ſleeping bones of their anceſtors. They 

| can ſerve the ſtate in night-caps and morning gowns, 

| and his excellency, the lord high cook, can fagacioul- 

| F iſſue orders that the hare ſhall be roafted, which his. 

| ferene highneſs, the maſter of the hounds has heroi- 
| «ally vanquiſhed. 

| Happy conſequence, of wiſdom in government ! 

| To you, ye ſcions of nobility, do all places of honour, 
profit, and power defcend, as is, by. right of birth, 
your due. Inherent, ye are noble ! To think and ad - 
nobly were ſuperfluous. Why ſhould you defend or 
inſtrutt baſe burghers, or raſcally hinds, who, meſt. 
bumbly, moſt dutifully, are 8 to labour and 
ſtarve, that you may ſleep and fatten! | 
What raſhneſs Was it in me to write on hondur „ I, 
alas, had forgotten that honour and honourable office 
depend on the capricious will of an arbitrary mon- 

21 ch, 

but, as thoſe other works, in fact, form a part of tas FIR 
ny, tt will probably nat be diſpleaſing to obtain Jome info. 
mation concerning tiem.— I he ſtrongeſt paſſages and. 
thoughts.have been ſelected, the necefſury liberties of a ſres 
tranflatton taken, and tranſpof tons of. ſentences made, 
Juitable either to connexion or-to the ſubjetl, 1. 
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arch, who alone is the fountain of honour, the judge 
of honour, and who alone honour can confer! Where 
fore did I dream of merit, genius, or the native hone 
our of the heart ? Fie on ſuch ignorance } Yes, ever 
honourable worthies, it is but juſt I'humbly ſhould 
crave forgiveneſs ; I, who have written thus: unwit- 
tingly, without permiſſion from the powers that be 
But ye are avenged,. and 1 am puniſhed. No titles 
have I; no ribbands, ſtars, or glorious badges. Theſe, 
ſo groſs was my conception, I ſuppoſed I might have 
had, and have remained an honeſt man!  *® __ 

I have aticyaed. at levees; have waited in anti- 
chambers ; there have converſed with ancient officers, 
like me, attending alſo. Their cicatrized wounds 
were ineffectual pleaders. The ſpruce gentleman- 
uſher held their names unworthy to be pronounced in 
the royal ear. We diſcourſed on il. e beſt of all poſ» 

ſible worlds, and iron tears ſtole down their manly _ 
cheeks. Reaſoning, with. hitter conference, as we 
ſtood, we have ſeen a ſumptuous vehicle approach, by 
fix ſteeds, proudly champing, drawn: Before it were 
running footmen ; behind, hey-dukes, and merry-an» 
drews;; and within- ves! His excelleney ! State- 
ly ſtept he forth, by flaves ſupported in the dangerous 
deſcent, The ſwarming crowd proſtrate themſelves. 
Yet no grim Turk 1s he, but beardleſs ſeventeen. The 
buttons of his coat were each a diamond: Over his 
mighty ſhoulder no Gorgon ſhield Was thrown, but 
gracefully the broad ribbon — From bis pocket 
pendent was a key. All wondered; all aſked— 
„Who is he that approaches thus with cheek inflat- 
© d? Not Boreas, gentlemen— nor Eurus No—— 
lis highneſs! his ſerene highneſst A prince! A prince 
of the empire! A knight of the order! A chamber- 
lain! A privy counſellor | The ſon of a—uſurer! A 
Lord of eight millions! Millions which he nobly ex- 

ends, thus to become great! Thus to be dignified. } 
Thus to be titled! Great as he is now, what ſhall he 
be when of age? D 3 oat he 


= 


Ry es - -» 7. Bae 


APOLOGIES ab 


406 


For one ſo mighty, knowledge will be an incum- 
brance, and thought ſuperfluous; therefore hath he 
written to Rome, and Rome fhall fend him a father 
confeſſor, who ſhall relieve him of the labour of think - 
ing. Padua too, ſhall fend him a buffoon, with black 
gown and tie-wig, who ſhall take eſpecial care of his 
eſtate. Let others act, it is for him only to enjoy. 
Parting from my honeſt veterans, home I went, de- 
ſcribed what I had ſeen, for I am afraid I never fhall 
forſake old habits, but intreated the friend to whom 
I wrote never to make my letter public. The world, 
alas, might doubt the fincerity of my reformation ; 
nay, might call this my recantation, a ſatire! A libel! - 
Heaven forbid, my friend ! For God's ſake, tear, burn 
my letter! His highneſs can pay teferendaries, advo- 
cates and curators better than I. I may once again 
become mad No, no, Iwill humbly petition, I will 
not increaſe an evil I cannot cure. 
Jo err is human, but obſtinately to perfiſt in error 
were deviliſn— Therefore pardon, pardon : I repent, 
I will be very good in future, My children ſhall not 
be taught to think, for 1 will provide them with an ab- 
be, or an ex-jeſuit, and they ſhall be educated forhigh- 
neſſes and cardinals. J 
Ves, noble Zetto, Kronſdorf, Krugel, and ye other 
nobles, from Ato Z, I deſerve your mighty wrath, 
What! Refufe to pay for your patents of nobility ! 
So well too, as knew your worth! I am juſtly puniſh- 
ed. Godeternally forbid I ſhould object to your high 
and nòble dignities ] I affirm you more ignoble in na- 
ture than the rudeſt of the rabble -I call you the peſts 
of ſociety Oh no No, no, no Though you are 
in the houſe of correction, you have noble ſucceſſors, 
and I will write no libel by inuendo, I ! Heaven blefs 
your worthy worſhips! May the mob bow down be- 
fore your patent titles ! May your welfare be prefer- 


red to that of juſtice and the common weal'! 
Aid ye, noble ecclefiaſtics, whoſe all-diſpenſing 
power, trafficking in indulgences, can purchaſe earth- 
ly titles, till your heavenly ſhall be ripe—Ye, who 

| | living. 
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| living luxuriouſly, yet are certain to die bleſſed! E 
hold it fit and ſafe here to promife you I will daily re- 
peat three pater-noſters, and eke three Ave-Marias; 
not deſtrous ye ſhould read in my ſceptical heart all I 
think of ye—TI know you peruſe not ſuch heriticak 
_ writings, as teach the duties of the citizen and the 
man, | 1 

I aſk not your prayers, fer ah! I too well know 
my poor foul has long been conſigned to perdition—I 

having even dared to doubt that ye are holy) 


* , 
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In my plan for the rectifying of abuſes in the ſtates 
of Auſtria, Iwas actuated by the pureſt and beſt of mo- 
tives. I openly aſſerted what were the deſerts of the 
judges of the courts; and all Vienna exclaimed a- 
gainſt the raſhneſs of my writings; yet, was it afte r- 
ward ſe, they were but prophetical, Experience has 
taught me wiſdom. To reform the abuſes of the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice is even more dangerous than to 
reform thoſe of religion, How many a private indi- - 
vidual make the attempt, when the monarch himſelf, 
ſo multiplied}ſo rooted, are theſe abuſes, dare not? 
Such is the true ſtate of affairs, over which I ſigh, and 
—_— the curtain. Sincerely da] pity thoſe who need 
Jjaitice, f eee OT COL EL 


In this fa olume, I have written concerning 
the inviſible vaſſalage of Bohemia. Of this I canyot 
repent, although/ the angry monks have condemned © 
my ſoul to ſome millions of years of burning in pur- 
gatory. But in purgatory I will be content to burn, 
certain of the prayers of all good men for my 1 
releaſe, Till this vaſſalage of the mind is removed, 
never can the people know the rights of men. Pray, 
brethren, pray, that the fingers with which I write 
this, may not be changed into a devil's claw : Nay, 


though 


vs * 22 dt a „ 9 
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Hough you ſhouid be monks, pray, for I certainly 
ſhould tear thoſe untortunate friars, who ſhould fall 
into my talons, molt unmercifully, And, with rev- 
erence be it ſpoken, your Lutheran devil's are all as 
mercileſs as your Franciſcan, 1 


— nene KN 


I have allo in my letters from Spa, been guilty of a 
Crime, more enormous than any the whole Decalogue 


. can afford; more heinous than the ſeven deadly tins 


collectively. I have ſaid that a gambler by profeſſion 
could not poſſibly be an honeſt man; and that by fair 
deduction, neither could thoſe, who ſhare his ill-got- 
ten gains. Herein have I moſt groſsly and abomina- 
bly tinned againſt the holy Catholic Church, as the 

haraoh table, for the godly plundering of ſtrangers, 
15 there publicly licenſed by the biſhop. Therefore as 
a good Chriſtian ought, do I moſt humbly {7 » plicate 
the infallible prieſtly magiſtracy for forgiveneſs, 
wretched ſinner as I am: I who have publickly 
dared to doubt this infallibility. What though J 
have written a notorious truth, ſtill, fince this truth 
offends, I deſerve, as their high mightineſſes in their 


_ chriſtian charity affirm, to be everlaſtingly roaſted. 


I had forgotten that they have power in heaven ; that 
there they are {aints, and only remembered that on 
earth they are raſcals, I will write no more on the 
poiſons of Leige, the intrigues of courtezans, the curſ- 
es of play, but will enjoy ſome few days of reſt on 
this fide the grave. I will ſuppreſs the groans of a 
heart that has been rent, becaule it could not reform 
the follies and the vices of man. TOM, 


| | 
The Macedonian Hero is a poem, that by the dar- 


ingneſs with which it was written, might indeed well 


draw down the vengeance of tyranny, The conſe- 
quenees of my raſhneſs have been bitter, Frederic 
- acknowledged 


— —nmͤäh—— 


ecknowledged I had written truth; but Thereſa de? 
-manded to know by whom I had been authoriſed to 
write truth. The poem was prohibited, but eſcaped 
burning. Honeſt men lamented the daſtardlineſs of 
their fellow {laves, who crouched, and baſely aided the 
ravages of the earth; while zealous republicans re- 
Aoiced, The world, however ſeems to ſink deeper than 
ever into the flough of flavery, We grovel in the 
duſt, and offer up ine ffectual prayers that God would 
be pleaſed to preſerve us from heroes and their rapac - 
#y. Alas! new Alexanders, Tamerlanes, and Fred- 
'erics, ſhall ariſe, and-ſhall find new coadjutors, 
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I have alfo, in ſome of my works, ſaid that the 
Handſome ladies of Aix-la-Chapelte-gracioufly ſme 
on their handſome young friars, and that the noble 
burghers their huſbands, wear their budding honours 
proudly, for with them it is a principle that men can- 
not be too much loaded with henour, therefore hold 
themlelves juſtified in aſſuming titles to which they 
dave no claim; good reaſon is there then, they ſhould 
not be defrauded of an honourable appellation ſo juſt- 
Iy their due. I pretended not, that even at Aix- la- 
Chapelle, the ugly are not virtuous ; but it is exceed- 
ingly true that they are afhamed of their virtue. = 
For my own part, Thave always pitied ugly women, 
and have been careful not to-offend the handfome, ſo 
that matrons wiſh me proſperity, except thoſe whoſe 
conſciences are put under {piritual guardianſhip; and 
they indeed frown, mumble anathemas, and ſink me 
ro the loweſt of the infernal regions, there in eternal 
darkneſs to aſſociate with the accurſed Luther, and 
the heretic Voltaire, | 5 
—>—WIOIRPI IDRC 
I muſt further remark that, through all my writings, 


chere reigns amanifeſt and decided hatred againſt kna- 
Mm very, 
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very, deceit, and ſuperſtition, In the country where 
I reſided, I beheld a herd, an army of prieſts, wal- 
lowing in luxury, reigning with worſe than deſpotic 
authority over the minds of all. What rational and 
thinking man muſt but ſhudder, muſt lament aloud, 
that ſuch multitudes of God's creatures Thould be 
thus chained, riveted in ignorance, by a hoſt of idle im- 
poſtors, who are, or ought to be, paid to enlighten and 
inſtruct them in all the duties of men, but who, on the 
contrary, live in pride aud debauchery, ſuck their ve- 
ry blood, deſtroy moral virtues, fraternal and true 
Chriſtian duties, and promiſe heayen to the moſt aban- 
doned of villains, to profligates, cheats, and aſſeſ- 
ins. = ü 

Oh God! How diſmal, how dreadful is the 
proſpett ! where bigatry has the power and the will to 
kill all the ſeeds of natural reaſon ! Yet this I beheld 
wherever the ruling prince was a churchman, This 
I beheld throughout the whole Auſtrian ſtates, "The 
ſpectacle made my very heart weep blood, I beheld 
the Pope, and all his armed legions, as omnipotent in 
Vienna as at Rome. I beheld and wrote. Thoughts 
friendly to the human race inſtinctively flowed from 


my pen. 1 forgot my own ſafety, irritated the worlt 


of paſſions in the worſt of men, and could I wonder I 
had enemies? | IJ 
| Irreconcilable in hatred, a prieſt purſues the wretch, 
who has dared. to diſcover his wickedneſs and fraud, 
through ſucceeding generations, till that his name and 
race be rooted from the earth ; nor. ends here, but, un- 
ſatiable in revenge, after inflicting all earthly pangs, 
delivers him and his over to eternal tortures, This is, 
what is properly called the vengeance of the miniſters 
of the merciful God ! - | 
Sorry am I that I could not more effectually aid 
the poor, deceived, enſlaved world: It is under the 
dominion of cureleſs witchcraft ! 


Inſtead of prohibiting the intermarriages, and mul- 
tiplication of Jews, princes would effettually ferve the 
world, and diminiſh the blood ſucking ſwarm, were 

N they 
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they to oblige every man to take the following oath be- 
fore he were made a monk. F 

That the candidate for this ſtate of ſanity is to- 
< tally incapable of rendering ſervice to his fellow- 
*© creatures ; that he is unfit for foldier, mechanic, or 
* huſbandman, and that he is wholly deſtitute of pow- - 
* ers, bodily or mental, to make himfelf uſeful to ſ@- 
©. cietly..” | - | 
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" I have yet to apologize concerning the two firſt 
volumes of this hiſtory, in which I have highly offend- 
ed various ſpecies of wicked men. . 
Frederic the Great, who, by the breath of his pow- 
er, entailed. miſery upon me, who gave me ſufficient 
cauſe to ſpeak truth undifguiſedly, will certainly, in his 
now enlightened ſtate, behold the moderate mantter, 
in which J have juſtified myfelf, with very different 
eyes to what he would, had he, while on earth, peru- 
ſed it with all the preverſity of deſpotic obſtinacy, and 
clouded by the prejudices of human weakneſs. He 
now is unable to prevent my publickly defending 
that honour which had been publickly injured. I have 
ſpoken of him with caution and reſpect. I have eve- 
ry where excuſed the error of a monarch who, being 
man, was by men deceived. Probably he had reafons 
for not doing me juſtice, which I ſhall never recite, as 
I will not involve the reputation of a friend in my 
own unfortunate deſtiny. May he, therefore, reſt in 
peace. That poſterity which may ere& monuments, 
to his fame, certainly ſhall raiſe no pillar of ſhame ov- 
er my grave. This is honour ſufficient to one, by him 
unremittingly perſecuted, and treated as a malefaftor. 
He is gone, I am here. Tis honour fufficient that the 
reigning monarch has given unreſtricted privilege to 
circulate this hiſtory through his ſtates, and that a 
hoſt of witneſſes to its veracity are ſtill living. 
Of what happened to me at Vienna I have loudly 
complained, and boldly written; but I have written 
| truths 3 
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truths; truths which the records and acts of courts 
will prove; truths which the preſent monarch has 


privileged to be publickly- circulated in this work. 


This royal privilege at Berlin and Vienna, is equally 
Honourable to the ſovereigns and to my veracity. 
The Emperor, indeed, has not thought fit to ordain 
a reviſion of my cauſe. He muſt believe the report. 
of his judges, and muſt continue ſo to believe, though. 
he ſhould afterward condemn. theſe judges to ſweep 
the ſtreets !: - | 550 
The honeſt man does not believe himſelf infallible, 
readily acknowledges, when convinced he has been 
in an error, and is neither too unjuſt, nor too proud to 
repair the evil he has committed by pronouncing a 


- haſty ſentence, Let me hope there are judges who, 


hereafter, will draw down my warmeſt bleflings ; 
their predecefiors have merited my heavielt maledic- 
tions. - 1 5 

I have alſo ſpoken of General Fouquet. A perſon. 


had intended to have. printed his correfpondence with, 


the great Frederic, but defiſted from the undertaking, 


becauſe I had not ſpoken of him with proper reſpett. 


Should this perſon, when he ſhall publiſh ſuch cor- 
reſpondence, wiſh to write an eulogium on his. hero, 
I can ſupply him with a few anecdotes, which will 
greatly tend to.illuTrate his true character. 

I 'was myſelf acquainted with nine worthy officers 
whom he had ruined, and. obliged. to deſert. by his ty- 


rannical conduct. 
Lam well informed of his. cruelties toward the 


townſpeople of Glatz, whom he cauſed to be mutilat- 
ed and hung. The Whole county was a witneſs of; 


his barbarity, and although he was'loyalito his ſove- 
reign, he {till was a tyrant whenever he had the pow 


er. With reſpect to myſelf, he treated me, while his. 
priſoner, in the-meaneft manner. 
His conduct toward the Auſtrian priſoners, as re- 
lated to me hy eye witneſſes, would; were it made-pub- 
tic, do his memory but little honour, . The defenceleſs 
dead, however, ſhall by me he no more named. I de- 
_ | 5 | ? ſpiſed 
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fpifed him living, and men, who act ſo baſely, merit 
contempt alſo in the grave. 
VNMany of the ill deeds of my enemies dead, I have 
mentioned becaufe they were before well known ; 
many of my enemies living I have ſpared, and theſe 
perhaps may give'me thanks. Ml 

To the poſſeſſors of my Sclavonian eſtates I wiſh 
good appetites at my board. They ſtole them not, 
but inherited. them from fathers who were deſirous of 
leaving heirs rich in land, and poor in. honour. One 
of theſe ſueceſſors of my couſin was, not long ſince, 
confined in the Spielberg. The others are not happy. 
It is poſſible a time may come, when my children 
ſhall ſay—* Begone ! You have long enough enjoyed 
© the Trenck eſtates : It is now our turu.” - Happily 
I never yet beſought an alms at my own door. 

The honourable burghers of Dantzic, who gave me 
up, and fuffered me to be plundered,. are dead; per- 
haps their ſucceſſors may make reparation, as far as is 
in their power. Weingarten: and Abramſon. are dead 
alſo. I pity the hangman, who, by ſome unaccounta- 

ble chance, was. robbed. of his. perquiſites, for Wein» 
arten died a natural death. ET 
Jaſchinſky is living. I forebore to. viſit him when 
at Königſberg, for I would not remind him, in his 
old age, of what muſt hang gloomy over his memory. 
He has my forgiveneſs. I cannot refrain, however, 
here relating how ſevere are the puniſhments of a bad. 
eonffience. When I arrived at Königfberg, he loſt 
his underſtanding, and became lunatic. The whole 
town was witneſs of this ſtrange event. I have alſo 
fully diſcovered he was, as I fuppoſed, the forger of. 
the letter, which, in the year 1746, was. the: cauſe of 
my ruin. His motive was intereſt ; he was indebted: 
to me three hundred. aucats.. A part of my rich equi 
page the preſens General Baron Poſadowſky bought. 
of Jaſchinſky himfelf; and. he further received a lum. 
granted him by the King, that was dedutted from wy- 
_Senfſcated.eftates. He is ſtill inſane. „„ 
i Mm. I 
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Now I am apologizing, it is but juſt I ſhould intreat᷑ 
forgiveneſs of ſome few; inviſible perſons, whom L 
cannot but. have offended; and firſt; the ſeraphic 
Father St. Francis. Pardon, holy-fir, for having ren 
dered thy whole order contemptible. Whoever, like 
me, has. beheld theſe odoriferous, though not ſweet- 
ſcented, Seraphines, at their gluttonous tables, their 
wine barrels, their confeſſtonal chairs, will, if he be 
wiſe, paſs on the other ſide of the way. Thee, holy 
Francis, I intreat to take them to thy own abedes ; rob 
this unworthy world of fuch a godly.crew ; and ſuffer- 

| that, fifty years hence, their names only be remember- 
ed. Thou beſt canſt inform us, how well pleaſed the 
Father of the world muſt be to daily hear ſuch mul-. 
titudes, of herculean ſaints, daily emplay themſelves, 
and importune his ear, with the eternal repetition. of: 
Ave Maria! Ave Maria! Ave Maria!“ | 
What thou wilt ſay to that arch enemy of man, 
Satan, when he, and his infernal adjutants ſhall come, 
laden with. the fins of thy. Seraphines, and inſulting, 
ley them at the footſtool of divine juſtice, I know not. 
Neither can I ſay, when the heavenly hoſt” have, per. 
contra, gathered together the good works of all thx. 
tribe, what balance ſhall remain for the ſupererogation,, 
Magazine, eſtabliſhed at Rome. Fn 


If honour, juſtice, and virtue, bring good to man, 
then have I occaſioned much diſquiet to thoſe vaſſal 
fends that are ſtationed by the mighty: Lucifer, as 

centinels, to watch, or patrol the earth, for the general 
weal of his 2mpire. My Writings have incited - the 
reader to act like a good. Chriſtan, and an honeſt 
man; the dockrines of monks are. more friendly to 
their cauſe, and give theſes induſtrious devils: much 
teſs trouble. : 7 | | | 

Moſt humbly, therefore, do I ſolicit pardon from:. 
the horned Beclzebub, the grim Mammon, and the 
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terrific Belial, confeſſing their potencies : Tnever- 
Was a catholic chriſtian, ſuch as they. admire. 


From my guardian angel I intreat forgiveneſs for all 
the trouble I have given him; and it certainly has 
not been a little to guard a Trenck, from daſhing his 
foot againſt a ſtone, or his head againſt the axe of the 
holy inquiſition. He has „ell fulfilled his duty, and: 
deſerves eternal reſt, never more to underge a taſł ſo 
arduous, EIN Fs 

I doubt, indeed, he has been guilty. of one grofs 
overſight. He certainly permitted Satan to inſpire 
me with the deſire of taking up the pen, nay, after- 
ward, fuffered him to guide my hand. Wherefore 
did he not, like Luther, take up-the ink-ſtand, and: 
throw it at his head, I then ſhould not have written 
ſo raſhly. againſt: gamblers, menks,. and deſpots. It 
may be; indeed, he endured a preſent evil, to ſecure a. 
future good. Satan may have heen outwitted.- 


Of the Almighty, with ſerious awe and reverence 
I: ſpeak, I implore forgiveneſs, if, when under afflig- 

tions toe ſevere for man to fuppert, I have doubted: 
| eee Ganga neg the ſyſtems of men, which 
repreſent the great Firlt Cauſe as a human greature,. 
lubject to the worſt and weakeſt'of human paſſions ; 
ſubject to anger, malice, revenge, ambition, vanity ?: 
Let me hope, if I did not poſſeſs ſufficient.underttand-. 
ing to diſcover truth, that ſhall not be imputed to me 
as a fault. Thou, ſurely, wilt not condemn me, be- 
cauſe I am unable to believe, thou ever madeſt a crea- 
ture that Was predoomed to eternal deſtruction. 

Of wicked men I bave aſked mercy, for having 
written fo much againſt the evil of their ways. To: 
thee, God, of benevolence, I intercede for grace, for: 
that Lhave not Written mere. The facultics of man. 
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are only divinely employed, when employed in the 
. aule of virtue.“ Ee on ere ira | 


CONCLUSION. 


7 


ö | | D 
I HAVE at this moment occaſion to add, now when 
this volume is completed, that I was received with eſ- 
teem and honour in my cquntry, ſuperior to all thas 
can be imagined, by thoſe who have not themſelves 
been witneſſes of this reception. Content and happy, 

I journey back to Auſtria, The good king has done 
me juſtice, and heaped favours on me; I have receiv- 
ed my confiſcated eſtates, and am in hourly expeQas - 

tion of the rents of which I have. been forty years de- 
prived. | 


Yor | More 
* The Baron further adds a juſtification of himſelf, 
againſt M. Archenholtz, a German critic, who had. taxed 
him with miſrepreſentation concerning Engalnd. Ax 
effirms the affair to have happened as he. ſtated in the ſec- 
ond volume, makes many fevere remarks on the Engliſh, and: 
their laws, and ſays that, when he went to the cuſtom-houſe 
to pay the importation duty on ſis Hungarian wine, the 
lt oer preſented um the Goſpel to kiſs, and ſwear that it 
1 was all for his own drinking ; and, when: he refuſed taking 
an oath jo ridiculous, the officer called a porter, defired the 
Baron to give him a ſhilling, and the porter kifſed the book 
in his ſtead. He adds this was in compitance with an att, 
which at that time prohibited the importation of French 
wines, except for individual conſumption ; and ſatirically 
remarks that, in Rome, one man 1s hired to pray, in Lon- 
don, to ſwear fadftly, for another. ; 
The Baron, alfo, acknowledges himſelf obliged to the 
karned geographer Buſthing, who has corrected his errors 
of dates, promiſes to profit by. the remarks: of his critic in a 
Future edtliou ; pleads haſte, errors of the preſs, and 
tapſe of years ; and adds, as an additional hiſtorical fact, 
that Beſtuchef eng his lady, were in oppoſett intere/ls, aud 
bath were in the receipt of oribes from different courts Ts 
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CONCLUSION: 4 


More I fought not; poſts. of honour I cannot there 
accept. Nobody ſhall accuſe me in my old age of 
being ſelfiſh, or living detrimental to that ſtate of 
which L have now been fix and thirty years a fubjeQ, 
although it has moſt ſhamefully miſtreated me, and. 
continues {till to repay. me with ingratitude.. _I leave 
behind me a gracious monarch, wha knows my heart; 
I leave-the beſt of reputations, innocence undaubted, 
and am convinced. the Pruſſians love me, and will 
be the friends of ny children. | 

The objeft of my journey is accompliſhed ; I can. 
now, in the decline of life, enjoy hongur and eaſe, and, 

as à good man ſhould, can meet death with a ſmile. 
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